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THE PREFACE. 


THE DESIGN OF THIS WORK. 

1. —A general idea of the Protestant Religion , and the varia¬ 

tions of it .— The discovery of them useful to true doc¬ 
trine and the 'peace of the human mind .— The Authors 
to whom reference is made in this History . 

If Protestants knew thoroughly how their religion was 
formed; with how many variations and with what incon¬ 
stancy their confessions of faith were drawn up; how they 
first separated themselves from us, and afterwards from one 
another ; by how many subtil ties, evasions, and equivoca¬ 
tions they laboured to repair their divisions, and to re-unite 
the scattered members of their disjointed reformation ; this 
reformation of which they boast would afford them but little 
satisfaction, or rather, to speak my mind more freely, it 
would excite in them only feelings of contempt. It is the 
history of these variations, these subtilties, these equivoca¬ 
tions, and these artifices, which I design to write; but in 
order to render this detail more useful to them, some prin¬ 
ciples must be laid down which they cannot contravene, and 
which the current of a narration would not permit me to 
deduce, when once engaged in it. 

2. — Variations in faith a certain proof of falsehood .— 
Those of the Arians—Steadiness of the Catholic Church . 

When in expositions of faith variations were seen among 
Christians, they were ever considered as a mark of falsehood 
and inconsistency, if I may so speak, in the doctrine pro¬ 
pounded. Faith speaks with simplicity ; the Holy Ghost 
sheds pure light; and the truth which he teaches has a lan¬ 
guage always uniform. Whoever is but the least conversant 
in the history of the Church, must know she opposed to 
each heresy appropriate and precise expositions which she 
never altered; and if w r e attend to the expressions by which 
she condemned heretics, it will appear that they always pro- 
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ceed by the shortest and most direct route to attack the error 
in its source. She acts thus, because all that varies, all that 
is overlaid with doubtful or studiously ambiguous terms, has 
always appeared suspicious, and not only fraudulent, but 
even absolutely false, because it betrays an embarrassment 
with which truth is unacquainted. 

This was one of the grounds on which the ancient doctors 
condemned the Arians, who were constantly making new con¬ 
fessions of faith, without ever being able to settle themselves. 
Since their first confession of faith, which was made by Arius, 
and presented by this arch-heretic to his bishop, Alexander, 
they never ceased to vary. With this did St. Hilary reproach 
Constantius, the protector of those heretics ; and whilst this 
emperor called new councils to reform their creeds and 
frame new confessions of faith, this holy bishop addressed 
him in these forcible words*: “ Your case is similar to that 
of unskilful architects, who are never pleased with their own 
work. You do nothing but build up and pull down; 
whereas the Catholic Church, the first time it assembled, 
raised an immortal edifice, and gave in the symbol of Nice so 
full a declaration of truth, that to condemn Arianism for 
ever, nothing more is necessary than to repeat that creed.” 

3.— The character of heresies is to be changeable—A cele¬ 
brated passage of Tertullian . 

But they are not the Arians alone who have varied in this 
manner. From the origin of Christianity all heresies have 
had the same character, and long before the time of Arius, 
Tertullian had said f • “ Heretics vary in their rules; 

namely, in their confessions of faith ; every one of them thinks 
he has a right to change and model what he has received 
according to his own fancy, as the author of the sect com¬ 
posed it according to his own fancy. Heresy never changes 
its proper nature in never ceasing to innovate ; and the pro¬ 
gress of the thing is like to its origin. What is permitted to 
Valentine is allowed to the Valentinians ; the Marcionites 
have equal power with Marcion, nor have the authors of a 
heresy more right to innovate than their disciples. All 
changes in heresy, and when examined to the bottom, it is 
found, in course of time, entirely different in many points 
from what it had been at its birth.” 


Lib. contra Const. N. 23, Col, 1254. 


f De Procter, c. 42. 
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4. — This character of heresy recognised in all ages of the 

Church . 

This character of heresy has been always observed by 
Catholics, and two holy authors of the eighth century* have 
written <c that heresy, however old, is always in itself a 
novelty; but that, the better to retain the title of being new, 
it innovates daily, and daily changes its doctrine.” 

5. — The charter of immutability in Faith of the Catholic 

Church . 

But whilst heresies always varying, agree not with them¬ 
selves, and are continually introducing new rules, that is to 
say, new symbols, Tertullian says, “ That in the church, the 
rule of faith is unalterable, and never to be reformed”*)-. It is 
so, because the church which professes to speak, and teach, 
nothing but what she hath received, does not vary; and on 
the contrary, heresy, which began by innovating, daily inno¬ 
vates, and changes notits nature. 

6. —A'principle of instability in all new doctrines .— Saint 

Paul.—Saint Chrysostom . 

Hence, St. Chrysostom speaking of this precept of the 
Apostle, 66 Shun profane babblings which will increase 
into more ungodliness, “ avoid novelties in your dis¬ 
courses, for things do not stop there ; one novelty begets 
another, and there is no end to error when once you have 
begun to err.” 


7.— Two causes of instability in heresies . 

In heresies, two things cause this disorder : one drawn from 
the nature of the human mind, which having once tasted the 
bait of novelty, ceases not to seek with disordered appetite 
this deceitful allurement ; the other is drawn from the differ¬ 
ence that exists between the works of God and those of man. 
The Catholic truth proceeding from God, has its perfection 
at once; heresy, the feeble offspring of the human mind, can 
be formed only by ill fitting patches. When, contrary to the 
precept of the wise man, we venture to remove § <c the 
ancient landmarks set by our fathers,” and to reform the 

* Etli. et Beat. lib. 1. contra Eliss. t De Berp. vcl. N, 1* 

t Thom, 5 in 2, ad Tim, $ Proverbs xxii, 28. 
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doctrine once received among the faithful, we launch forth, 
without a thorough insight into the consequences of our at¬ 
tempt. That, which at the commencement, a false light, made 
us hazard, is found attended with such inconsistencies, as to 
oblige these reformers every day to reform themselves, so 
that they cannot tell when their own minds be at rest, or their 
innovations terminated. 

8 .—What those variations are, ivhich we undertake to sheio 
in Protestant Churches . 

These are the solid and steady principles by which I under¬ 
take to demonstrate to Protestants the falsehood of their doc¬ 
trine, from their continual variations, and the unstable manner 
in which they have explained their dogmas. I do not speak 
of the unsteadiness of individuals, but of the body of the 
church, in the books which they call symbolical; namely, 
those that have been made to express the consent of the 
churches ; in a word, from their own confessions of faith, de¬ 
creed, signed, and published ; the doctrine of which has been 
given out as the doctrine containing nothing but the pure 
word of God, and which, notwithstanding, has been changed 
in so many different ways in its chief articles. 

9.— The Protestant party divided into two main bodies . 

But when treating of those who, in these latter ages, have 
called themselves Reformed, it is not my design to speak of 
the Socinians, nor the different societies of Anabaptists, 
nor of the other different sects which have sprung up in Eng¬ 
land and elsewhere, in the bosom of the new reformation ; but 
of those two bodies only, one of which is composed of 
Lutherans, namely, those who have for their rule the confes¬ 
sion of Augsburg ; the other who follow the sentiments of 
Zuinglius and Calvin. The former, in the institution of the 
Eucharist, defend the literal sense ; the latter the figurative. 
By this character chiefly shall I distinguish one from the 
other; though many other very weighty and very important 
differences exist between them, as will appear by what 
follows. 

10.— The variations of one party are a proof against the 
other , chief y those of Luther and the Lutherans . 

The Lutherans will tell us here, that they are very little 
concerned in the variations and conduct of Zuinglian and 
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Calvinists ; and some of those may imagine in their turn, that 
the inconstancy of Lutherans affects them as little : but both 
one and the other are mistaken, since the Lutherans can see 
in the Calvinists the consequences of those commotions which 
they excited; and, on the contrary, the Calvinists ought to 
remark in the Lutherans the disorder and uncertainty of that 
original which they have followed. But the Calvinists, 
in particular, cannot deny, that they have always looked upon 
Luther and the Lutherans, as the authors of their reforma¬ 
tion, and not to speak of Calvin, who often mentioned Luther 
with respect, as the head of the reformation, we shall see, in 
the sequel of this history, that all the Calvinists (by this name 
I call the second party of Protestants), the Germans, English, 
Hungarians, Poles, Dutch, and all others in general, who 
assembled at Frankfort,* through the influence of Queen 
Elizabeth, all these having acknowledged u those of the Con¬ 
fession of Augsburg,” namely, the Lutherans, <( as the first 
that gave a new birth to the church,” acknowledge also the 
Confession of Augsburg as common to the whole party, 
u which they did not pretend to contradict, but to 4 under¬ 
stand correctly;’” and this in one article only, that of the 
Supper; for this reason also naming amongst their fathers, 
not only Zuinglius, Bucer, and Calvin, but Luther and 
Melancthon, and placing Luther at the head of all the re¬ 
formers. 

After that, let them say that the variations of Luther and 
the Lutherans affect them not; we will tell them, on the 
contrary, that, according to their own principles, and their 
own declarations, to show the variations and inconsistencies 
of Luther and the Lutherans, is to point- out the spirit 
of giddiness in the source of the reformation, and the head 
where it had been first conceived. 

11 .—The collection of the Confessions of Faith , printed at 

Geneva . 

A long time since a collection of Confessions of Faith, 
has been printed at Genevaf, in which with that of the de¬ 
fenders of the figurative sense, namely, that of France and the 
Swiss, are also those of the defenders of the literal sense, 
namely, that of Augsburg and some others. What is still 
more remarkable is this, that though the confessions there 
collected be so different, and in many articles of faith con¬ 
demn one another, in the preface to this collection, they are^ 

* Act. Auth. Blond, p. 65. f Syntagma Conf. Fidei. Gen, 1054. 
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notwithstanding, proposed “as one entire body of sacred 
divinity, and as authentic records, which, men ought to have 
recourse to in order to know the ancient and primitive faith.” 
They are dedicated to the kings of England, Scotland, Den¬ 
mark, and Sweden, and those princes and republics by whom 
they are followed. That those kings and states should be sepa¬ 
rated from each other in communion, as well as in faith, is a 
matter of no consequence. Those of Geneva address them, 
notwithstanding, as true believers, “enlightened in these latter 
times by the special grace of God, with the true light of the 
Gospel,” and then present them with all these confessions of 
faith, as “an eternal monument of the extraordinary piety of 
their ancestors.” 

12.— The Calvinists approve of the Lutheran Confessions of 
Faith , at leasts as containing nothing contrary to funda¬ 
mental points . 

It is because these doctrines are equally adopted by the 
Calvinists, either as absolutely true, or at least as having 
nothing in them contrary to the foundation of faith ; hence 
it follows, that when we shall see in this history the doctrine 
of the confessions of faith, not only of France and Switzer¬ 
land, and the other defenders of the figurative sense, but of 
Augsburg and others set forth by the Lutherans, this doc¬ 
trine must not be considered as foreign to Calvinism, but as 
a doctrine which the Calvinists have approved expressly as 
true, or left uncensured in the most authentic acts that have 
passed among them. 

13.— The Lutheran Confessions of Faith . 

I shall say less of the Lutherans, who, instead of being 
moved by the authority of those who defend the figurative 
sense, have nothing but a contempt and aversion for their 
sentiments. Their own inconstancy ought to confound them. 
When we should but read the titles of their Confessions 
of Faith, in this Geneva collection, and in the other books 
of the same kind, where they are collected together into 
a body, we would be astonished at their multitude. The 
first that appears is that of Augsburg, whence the Lu¬ 
therans derive their name. It will be seen as presented 
to Charles V. in 1530, and after that to have been 
touched and retouched several times. Melancthon who had 
penned it, entirely altered the sense of it in the apology 
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wliicli he wrote afterwards. This apology was subscribed 
to by the whole party. Thus it was changed in coming forth 
from the hands of its very author. From that time they never 
ceased reforming and explaining it in different ways ; so dif¬ 
ficult these reformers found it to satisfy themselves, and so 
little accustomed to teach precisely what was to be believed. 
But as if one confession of faith alone were not sufficient on 
the same subject, Luther judged it necessary for him to deli¬ 
ver his sentiments after another manner; and in 1537, he 
drew up the articles of Smalcald, in order to have them pre¬ 
sented to the council which Paul III. had called at Mantua. 
These articles were signed by the whole party, and are 
inserted in what the Lutherans call the Book of Concord *. 

This explication did not fully satisfy. It was necessary to 
draw up the confession called Saxonic, which was presented 
to the Council of Trent in 1551, and that of Wirtemberg, 
which in 1552 was also presented to the same council. 

To these are to be added the explications of the church of 
Wirtemberg, the birthplace of the Reformation, and the 
rest of them, which shall in order take their place in this his¬ 
tory; particularly those of the Book of Concord, in the 
“ Abridgment of Articles,” and also in the same book, the 
“ Explications Repeated.” All these are so many several 
confessions of faith, authentically published by the party, 
embraced by some churches, impugned by others in points 
the most important; and yet these churches would wish to 
appear as forming one body, because, through policy, they 
dissemble their dissensions on ubiquity and other matters. 

14.— The Confessions of Faith of the Figurative-Sense De¬ 
fenders , and the second party of Protestants, 

Nor was the other party of Protestants less fruitful in con¬ 
fessions of faith. At the same time that the Confession of 
Augsburg was presented to Charles V., those who dissented 
from it presented to him their own, published in the name of 
four cities of the empire, the first of which was Strasburg. 

This so little pleased the defenders of the figurative sense, 
that every one would make his own: we shall see four or five 
after the fancy of the Swiss. But if the Zuinglian ministers 
had their way of thinking, others were no less singular in 
theirs: this diversity gave rise to the confession of France 
and Geneva. About the same time were published two 


* Concord, pp. 293, 730, 570, 778. 
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confessions of faith in the name of the Church of England ; 
as many in the name of the Kirk of Scotland. Frederick III., 
Elector Palatine, would make his own separately and apart: 
this, with the others, took its place in the collection of Ge¬ 
neva. The Dutch would adhere to none of those already 
made : we have, therefore, a Dutch confession of faith 
approved by the Synod of Dort. But why should not the 
Calvinists of Poland have theirs ? Indeed, though they had 
subscribed the last confession of the Zuinglians, yet we still 
find they published another at the Synod of Czenger. Not 
satisfied with this, assembled at Sendomir, with the Lutherans 
and Yaudois, they agree to a new way of expounding the 
article on the Eucharist,—yet so that none of them departed 
from their former sentiments. 

15 ,—Other authentic Acts.—How these variations prove the 
weakness of the Protestant Religion . 

To omit the confession of faith framed by the Bohemians 
who wished to please both parties of the new reformation—I 
speak not of the treaties of concord which were made between 
the churches with so many variations and so many equivoca¬ 
tions, they will appear in their proper place, with the deci¬ 
sions of national synods, and the other confessions of faith 
made in different circumstances. Great God! Is it possible, 
that upon the same matters and the same questions, so many 
multiplied acts, so many ecisions, and different confessions 
of faith are necessary P And yet I cannot boast that I know 
all, and I know that I cannot rind all. The Catholic Church 
never had occasion to oppose the same heresy a second time : 
but the churches of the new reformation, which has produced 
such a number, strange to say, and yet true, are not yet con¬ 
tent ! And we shall see in this history that the Calvinists have 
new confessions, which have suppressed or reformed all the 
others. 

These variations fill us with astonishment. They will ap¬ 
pear worse when we learn the detail and the manner in which 
these acts, so authentic, were drawn up. We are amused— 
I speak it without exaggeration—-with the name of a con¬ 
fession of faith—and nothing has been less serious in the new 
reformation than that which is most serious in all religion. 
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10.— The Protestants are ashamed of so many Confessions 
of Faith .— The vain pretexts by which they endeavour 
to excuse them . 

This prodigious multitude of confessions of faith has 
alarmed those who made them : we shall see the weak reasons 
by which they endeavour to excuse them ; but I cannot 
avoid mentioning those which have been set forth in the 
preface of the collection of Geneva*, because they are 
general, and bear equally upon all the churches which call 
themselves reformed.” 

The first reason assigned to establish the necessity of mul¬ 
tiplying these confessions is, that as many articles of faith 
were attacked, it became necessary to oppose many confes¬ 
sions to this great number of errors. I agree to the justice 
of this reasoning, and at the same time, by a contrary reason, 
I demonstrate the absurdity of all these confessions of faith 
of the Protestants, since all, as it appears by reading the 
titles, only regard articles precisely the same; so that we can 
address them with St. Athanasiust, “ Why a new council— 
new confessions—a new creed ? What new question has 
been raised ? 

Another excuse alleged is, that the whole world ought 
(as the apostle says,) to render an account of their faith, so 
that the churches spread in different places, have a right to 
declare their belief by a public testimony ; as if all the 
churches in the world, however separated they may be, 
cannot agree in the same testimony, when they have the 
same belief; as, in fact, from the origin of Christianity we 
have witnessed a like consent in the churches. Who will shew 
me that the churches of the east have had in primitive times 
a confession different from that of the west ? Has not the 
symbol of Nice served equally as a testimony against all the 
Arians—the definition of Chalcedon against all the Euty- 
chians—the eight chapters of Carthage against all the Pela¬ 
gians ? and so of the rest. 

But, say the Protestants, was there one of the reformed 
churches which could make a law for all the rest ? No, 
certainly; all these new churches, under the pretext of 
shaking off domination, have deprived themselves of order, 
and are unable to preserve the principle of unity. But, in 
fine, if the truth governs all, as they boast, to unite them in 
one confession of faith, nothing more is necessax*y than that 


* Synt. Conf. Praef. 


t Athan. de Syn. et Ep. ad Afr. 
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all should enter into the sentiment of him to whom God had 
given the grace first to explain the truth. 

In fine, we read in the preface of Geneva, that if the 
reformation had produced but one confession of faith, this 
consent might have been taken for a studied combination ; 
whereas, a concordance between so many churches, and 
confessions of faith, without agreement, is the work of the 
Holy Ghost. This agreement would indeed be surprising ; 
but, unfortunately, it is not found in these confessions of 
faith ; and from this history it will appear, that in a matter 
so serious there never was such inconstancy. 


17.— The Protestants of the two parties, in vain endeavour 
to re-unite under one sole and uniform Confession of 
Faith . 

This great evil was deeply felt in the reformation, and the 
attempt to remedy it proved fruitless. All the second party 
of Protestants held a general assembly to draw up a common 
confession of faith ; but we see by the acts, that having no 
principle of unity, an agreement was impossible*. 

The Lutherans, who appeared more united in the confes¬ 
sion of Augsburg, were not less embarrassed with different 
editions, and could find therein no better remedyf. 


18 .—How much these varieties degenerate from the ancient 
simplicity of Christianity . 

We shall be tired, no doubt, of witnessing these variations, 
and so many false subtilties of the new reformation ; so many 
cavils on words; so many different agreements ; so many 
equivocations, and forced explanations, on which these have 
been founded. Is this, it will be often said, the Christian 
religion, which the Pagans have formerly admired as so 
simple, so pure, so precise in its dogmas ? Is this the 
Christian religion, perfect and simple ? No, certainly it is 
not. Ammian Marcellin was right when he said, that 
Constantius, by all his councils and all his symbols, had 
strayed from this admirable simplicity, and that he had 
weakened the whole vigour of the faith, by the perpetual 
fear which he entertained lest he should be deceived in his 
sentiments j. 


* Liv. 12, 


1' Ibid. 3,8 


J Ammian Marcel, lib, 21. 
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19. — Why it will be very necessary in this history to speak 

of those whom the Protestants call the Reformers . 

While it is my intention to represent in this work the con¬ 
fessions of faith, and the other public acts, where the varia¬ 
tions appeared not only of individuals, but of entire churches 
of the new reformation, at the same time I cannot avoid speak¬ 
ing of the chiefs of the party who have drawn up these con¬ 
fessions, or have made those changes. Thus Luther, Melanc- 
thon, Carolstad, Zuingle, Bucer, Ecolampadius, Calvin, and 
the others, will appear often in their places ; but I shall not 
say anything which is not taken from their own writing, or 
authors above suspicion, so that there will not be in all this 
narrative any fact that is not certain and useful in elucidating 
the variations whose history I write. 

20. — Parts of this history whence they are drawn .— Why no 

history more certain and more authentic than this . 

With regard to the public acts of Protestants, besides their 
confessions of faith and their catechisms, which are in the 
hands of the whole world, I have found some others in the col¬ 
lection of Geneva ; others in the book called the Concord,” 
printed by the Lutherans in 1654; others in the result of 
the national synod of the pretended reformers, which 1 have 
seen in an authentic form in the king’s library ; others in 
the Sacramentarian History, printed at Zurich in 1602, by 
Hospinian, a Zuinglian author, or, in fine, in other Protestant 
authors; in a word, I shall say nothing which is not 
authentic, and incontestable. As to the rest, to speak plainly, 
it is well known of what persuasion I am ; for certainly 
I am a Catholic, as submissive as any other to the decisions 
of the church, and so disposed, that no one fears more to 
prefer his own private opinion to the universal judgment. 
After that, to pretend to be neutral or indifferent to the 
cause whose history I write, or to dissemble what I am, 
would be to offer a gross illusion to the reader; but with 
this sincere avowal, I maintain that Protestants cannot deny 
that I am entitled to belief, and that they will never read a 
history more indubitable than this; since in all that I have 
to say against their churches and their authors, I will 
mention nothing which is not clearly proved by their own 
witnesses. 
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21 .—Some objections that may be made against this work . 

I have not spared pains to transcribe them. The reader 
will perhaps complain that I have not spared his. Others 
will probably condemn my dwelling upon things which may 
appear trivial to them ; but besides that those, who are 
accustomed to treat on matters of religion, well know, in a 
subject of such delicacy and importance, every thing, even 
to the least word, is essential ; we ought to consider not 
what things are in themselves, but what they have been, and 
what they are in the minds of those with whom we have to 
deal ; and, after all, it will be easily seen that this history 
is entirely of a description quite peculiar ; that it ought to 
come forth to the world with all its proofs, and armed as it 
were on all sides ; and in order to render it more convincing 
and useful, it was necessary to make it less amusing. 

22. —Some things which it was necessary to trace farther 

back ; as the history of the Vaudois , of the Alb.igenses> of 

John JVicklijf and of John Iluss . 

Though my plan may appear to confine me to the history of 
Protestants, in certain places I judged it necessary to ascend 
to matters of a more distant date ; at that period especially, 
when the Vaudois and Hussites were seen to re-unite them¬ 
selves with the Calvinists and Lutherans. In this place it 
was necessary to know the origin and sentiments of these 
sects, to point out their extraction, and to distinguish them- 
from those with whom some have wished to confound them ; 
to detect the Manicheism of Peter of Bucis, and the Albi- 
genses, and shew how the Vaudois emanated from them ; to 
give an account of the blasphemies of Wickliff, from whom 
Huss and his disciples took their birth ; in a word, to reveal 
the shame of all these sectaries to those who glory in such 
predecessors. 

23. —Why the order of time is followed ivithout distinction 

of the subject matter . 

As to the arrangement of this work, the disputes and decisions 
will, without the distinction of matter, be seen to proceed in 
it in the same order in which they happened. By this means, it 
is certain that the variations of Protestants, and the state of 
their churches, will be more clearly marked. By thus taking 
in at one view the circumstances of time and place, we shall 
obtain a clearer view of what may serve for the conviction or 
defence of the parties concerned. 
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24.— The whole dispute regarding the Church put together .— 
The present state o f this famous question , and to what 
terms it is reduced by the ministers Claude and Jurieu. 

There is but one controversy the history of which I give sepa¬ 
rately; it is that which regards the church. This is a matter 
of such importance, that by its decision alone all disputes might 
be terminated, were it not as much obscured in the writings 
of Protestants, as it is clear and intelligible in itself. To 
restore it to its native plainness and simplicity, I have collected, 
in the last book, all I had to mention on this subject; that the 
reader, having once seen the difficulty to the bottom, may 
perceive what obliged these new churches to change into so 
many shapes in succession,—what in the end is but one and 
the same. For, in a word, the whole matter at issue is to 
shew where the church was before the reformation. Natu¬ 
rally and accordingly to the commonly-received opinions of 
all Christians, it ought to be acknowledged as visible ; and 
in their first confessions of faith, namely those of Augsburg 
and Strasburg, the first of each party, they went thus far. 
By this they obliged themselves to shew, as agreeing with 
them in one and the same belief, not private individuals 
scattered up and down, some on one point and some on ano¬ 
ther, but bodies of a church, namely, bodies composed of 
pastors and people. For a long time they amused men in 
saying, that the church indeed was not always in a state of 
splendour, but in all times there was, at least, some little 
assembly where truth made itself heard ; at last they 
have well perceived they could not point out any one, 
either little or great, obscure or illustrious, which was of 
the Protestant belief, the subterfuge of an invisible church 
very opportunely occurred to them, and the dispute long 
turned upon this question. In our days they have more 
clearly 'perceived, that a church reduced to an invisible 
state was a chimera, irreconcilable with the plan of 
scripture, and common notions of Christians, and this bad 
position is now abandoned. The Protestants have been 
obliged to seek for their succession in the church of Rome. 
Two celebrated ministers of France vied with each other 
which should best cover the inconsistencies of this system^ to 
use an expression then in fashion. It is well known, that 
those two ministers are M. Claude and Jurieu. These men 
were gifted with wit and learning, subtilty and address, and 
every qualification necessary to make a good defence. None 
put on a better countenance than they, nor classed their 
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adversaries, with a more haughty and disdainful air, with 
weak people and missionaries for whom they entertained so 
great contempt ; the difficulty, however, which they would 
make appear so light, proved at last so great, that it raised 
a division in the party. At length they were obliged to 
acknowledge publicly, that in the church of Rome, as in 
other churches, eternal salvation with the essential succession 
of true Christianity were found—a secret which the policy 
of the party had so long kept concealed. They have given 
us great advantages besides ; they were driven into such 
visible excesses ; they have so far forgotten both the ancient 
maxims of the reformation, and their own confessions of 
faith, that I could not but relate this change in full. Having 
applied myself with great care to trace out exactly the plan 
of these two ministers, and shew plainly the state in which 
they liave placed the question, I must acknowledge sincerely, 
that I have found in their writings, with the most dexterous 
shifts, as much erudition and as much subtilty as ever I 
have observed in all the Lutheran or Calvinistic authors 
with whom I am acquainted. If among Protestants it should 
be judged advisable, under the pretext of the absurdities 
into which they have been forced, to contradict and recall 
what they have granted, and again take shelter in the invi¬ 
sible church, or other retreats equally abandoned, this 
would be like the disorder of a defeated army, who, dismayed 
at their overthrow, should seek to re-enter those forts which 
they had been unable to maintain, at the peril of being soon 
forced out a second time: or like the restlessness of a sick 
person, who, after much turning to and fro in bed in search 
of a more easy place, comes back to that he had just left, 
where he soon finds himself as uncomfortable as before. 

25 .—What complaints Protestants may make , and how 
frivolous . 

I have but one thing to fear: it is, if I may be allowed to 
speak it. lest J should lay too open to our brethren the weak¬ 
ness of their reformation. Some there are, who, seeing their 
religion so manifestly in the wrong, rather than be pacified, 
will be exasperated against us, though alas! I am far from 
imputing to them the misfortunes of their birth, and I pity 
much more than I blame them. But they will not fail to 
rise up against us. What recriminations will be prepared 
against the church, and what reproaches against myself, 
probably, on the nature of this work ? How many of our ad^ 
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versaries, though without reason, will tell me, that departing 
from my own character and maxims, and converting dis¬ 
putes of religion into personal and particular accusations, 

I have abandoned that moderation, which they themselves 
have praised ? But certainly, they will merit the blame,— 
if this history renders the reformation odious, honest minds : 
will clearly see, that it is not I, but the thing itself that 
speaks. In a discourse in which with regard to matters 
of faith, I propose to show the most authentic acts of the 
Protestant religion, nothing less than personal facts can be 
the question in hand ; and if these be found in their authors, 
whom they represent as men sent in an extraordinary manner 
to revive Christianity in the sixteenth century, a conduct 
directly opposed to such a design ; if through the whole 
party they have formed, characters quite contrary to a reviv¬ 
ing of Christianity be seen; in this part of the history, 
Protestants will learn not to dishonour God and his pro¬ 
vidence, by attributing to him a special choice which would 
be evidently bad. 

26 .—What recriminations may be allowed them . 

We must bear with recriminations, together with all those 
inventions and calumnies with which our adversaries are 
accustomed to load us. I require of them but two condi¬ 
tions, which they must allow to be just. The first is, not to 
think of accusing us of variations in matters of faith, until 
after they have cleared themselves; for they cannot deny, 
that this course would not be an answer to tnis history, but 
would tend to bewilder and delude the reader; secondly, 
not to oppose reasonings or conjectures to certain facts ; but 
certain facts to certain facts, and authentic decisions of faith 
to authentic decisions of faith. 

And if by such proofs they shew us the least inconsistency, 
or the least variation, in the dogmas of the Catholic church, 
from her first origin down to us, that is from the foundation 
of Christianity, I will readily own to them that they are 
right, and I myself will suppress my whole history. 

27.— This History very conducive to the knowledge 
of Truth . 

It is not, however, my design to make a jejune and insipid 
recital of Protestant variations. I shall disclose their 
causes ; I shall shew that no change happened among them, 
which does not argue an inconsistency in their doctrine, 
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and is not the necessary result of it. Their variations, like 
those of the Arians, will discover what they would have 
excused, what supplied, what disguised in their belief. 
Their disputes, their contradictions, and their equivocations, 
will bear witness to Catholic truth, which, from to time, 
must also be represented such as it is in itself, in order to 
make it appear by how many ways its enemies have been 
forced at length to draw near to it again. Thus, in the very 
midst of so many disputes, the dark and inevitable confusions 
of the new reform, Catholic truth, like a beautiful sun 
piercing through opaque clouds, will everywhere display 
its lustre; and this treatise, should the execution equal the 
desire with which God has inspired me, will be the more 
convincing demonstration of the justice of our cause, as it 
will proceed from principles and facts allowed for certain 
by all. 

28 .—And to facilitate a reunion . 

In short, the contests and agreements of Protestants will 
point out to us in what, on one side or the other, they have 
placed the fundamentals of religion, and the point at issue: 
what they must aver, what, at least, they must support in 
conformity with their own principles. The Confession of 
Augsburg alone, witli its apology, will decide more in our 
favour than one thinks, and, I presume, what is most essen¬ 
tial, we shall convince the Calvinist, complaisant to some, 
inexorable to others, that what appears odious in the Catho¬ 
lic, and not so in the Lutheran, at bottom is not essentially 
different; when it will appeaiy that what is aggravated 
against one, is extenuated and tolerated in the other; this 
will prove sufficiently, that such conduct proceeds not from 
principle, but aversion, which has ever been the true spirit of 
schism. This trial to which the Calvinist subjects himself, 
will reach much further than he is aware. The Lutheran 
will also find disputes greatly lessened by the truths he al¬ 
ready acknowledges, and this work, which at first might 
seem contentious, will tend more to promote peace than 
strife. 

29 .—How Catholics ought to be affected by this History . 

As to the Catholic, he will everywhere praise the Almighty, 
for the continual protection he affords his church, in order to 
maintain her simplicity, and inflexible uprightness, amidst 
the subtilties, with which men strive to bewilder the truths 
of the Gospel. 
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The perverseness of heretics will be a great and instruct¬ 
ing spectacle to the humble of heart. They will learn to 
despise that knowledge which puffs up, and that elo¬ 
quence which dazzles ; and the talents which the world 
admires will appear to them of little value, when they see 
such vain curiosities, such caprices in learned men, such 
dissimulation, such artifices in the most polite writers ; so 
much vanity and ostentation, such dangerous illusions 
amongst those called men of wit; and finally, so much arro¬ 
gance and passion, and consequently so many and so mani¬ 
fest errors in men that appear great, because they are fol¬ 
lowed by the crowd. They will deplore the errors of the 
human mind, and be convinced that the only remedy for these 
great evils, is to break off all attachment to private judgment, 
for it is this which distinguishes Catholic from Heretic. The 
property of the heretic, that is, of one who has a particular opi¬ 
nion, is, to be wedded to his own conceits : the property of the 
Catholic, that is, universal, is, to prefer the general sense of 
the whole church to his own sentiments ; this is the grace for 
which we shall petition in behalf of those that err. We shall, 
however, be filled with a salutary and holy awe, when we con¬ 
template the dangerous and slippery temptations with which 
God tries his Church, and the judgments which he exercises 
on her ; nor shall we cease to pour forth prayers to obtain 
for her, pastors equally enlightened and exemplary, since it 
is through want of them that the flock, which has been 
redeemed at so great a price^ has been so miserably ravaged. 
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VARIATIONS OF THE PROTESTANT CHURCHES. 


BOOK I. 

[From the year 1517 to the year 1520.] 

Brief Summary :—The beginning of Luther’s disputes.—His 
agitations.—His submissions to the Church and Pope.-—The 
foundations of his Reformation laid in imputed justice ; his 
unheard of propositions; his condemnation.— His passion, 
furious threats, vain prophecies, and the miracles of which 
lie boasts.—The Papacy to be overthrown all of a sudden, 
without violence.—He promises he will not permit men to 
rise in arms for the maintenance of his Gospel. 


1 .—A reformation of the Church , desired many ages ago . 

A reformation of ecclesiastical discipline had been desired 
several ages since. “ Who will grant me,” says St. Ber¬ 
nard, 66 before I die, to see the church of God such as she had 
been in the primitive times* ?” If this holy man had any thing 
to regret at his death, it was, that he had not witnessed so 
happy a change. During his whole life he bewailed the evils 
of the church: he never ceased to admonish the people, the 
clergy, the bishops, and the Popes themselves of them. Nor 
did he conceal his sentiments on this subject from his own 
religious, who partook of his affliction in their solitude, and ex¬ 
tolled the Divine goodness in having drawn them to it so much 
the more gratefully, as the world was more universally cor¬ 
rupted!. Disorders had still increased since that time. The 
Roman church, the mother of churches, which for nine whole 
ages had, by setting the example of an exact observance of ec¬ 
clesiastical discipline, maintained it throughout the universe 
to her utmost power, was not exempt from evil; and from the 

* Bern. Epist, 257, ad Eugen. Papain, nunc 238. N. G. 

t Guil. Durand. Episc. Mimat. Speculator dictus,Tract, de Modo Gen. Cone, celeb, 
tit, 1, part, 3 ejusd. part. Tit. 33, &c. 
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time of the council of Vienne, a great prelate, commissioned 
by the Pope to prepare matters there to be discussed, laid it 
clown as a groundwork to this holy assembly, u to reform 
the church in the head and members.” The great schism 
which happened soon after made this saying common, not 
only with particular doctors, Gerson, or Peter D’Aily, and 
other great men of the time, but also with the councils ; and 
nothing was more frequently repeated in those of Pisa and 
Constance. What happened in the council of Basil, where a 
reformation was unfortunately eluded, and the church rein¬ 
volved in new divisions, is well known. The disorders of the 
clergy, chiefly those of Germany, were represented in this 
manner to Eugenius IV. by Cardinal Julian. <c These dis¬ 
orders,” said he, C£ excite the hatred of the people against the 
whole ecclesiastical order, and should they not be corrected, 
it is to be feared lest the laity, like the Hussites, should rise 
against the clergy, as they loudly threaten us*.” If the 
clergy of Germany were not quickly reformed, he predicted, 
that after the heresy of Bohemia, and when it would be extinct, 
another still more dangerous would soon succeed ; for it will 
be said, proceeded he, “ that the clergy f are incorrigible, 
and will apply no remedy to their disorders. When they shall 
no longer have any hopes of our amendment,” continued 
this great Cardinal,then will they fall upon us. The minds 
of men are pregnant with expectation of what measures will 
be adopted, and are ready for the birth of something tragic. 
The rancour they have imbibed against us becomes manifest; 
they will soon think it an agreeable sacrifice to God to abuse 
and rob ecclesiastics, as abandoned to extreme disorders, and 
hateful to God and man. The little respect now remaining 
for the ecclesiastical orders will soon be extinguished. Men 
will cast the blame of these abuses on the court of Rome, which 
will be considered the cause of them, because it had neglected 
to apply the necessary remedy.” He afterwards spoke more 
emphatically : “ I see,” said hej, cc the axe is at the root: the 
tree begins to bend, and instead of propping it whilst in our 
power, we accelerate its fall.” He foresees a speedy desola¬ 
tion in the German clergy. The desire of depriving them of 
their temporal goods would form the first spring of motion. 
“ Bodies and souls,” said he , (c will perish together. God hides 
from us the prospect of our dangers, as he is accustomed to 
do with those whom he destines for punishment: we run 
into the fire which we see lighted before us.” 

* Epist. 1. Julian Card, ad Eug. iv. inter Op. Auw* Silv. p. GG. 

•H Ibidem. ± Ibidem, 
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2.— This desired reformation regarded not faith, but only 

discipline. 

Thus, in the fifteenth century, did this Cardinal, the 
greatest man of his time, lament the abuses of those days, 
and foresee their alarming consequences. He seems to have 
foretold those evils in which Luther was about to involve all 
Christendom, beginning with Germany. Nor was he mis¬ 
taken, when he supposed that a reformation which was 
despised, and a hatred redoubled against the clergy, would 
speedily bring forth a sect more terrible to the church than 
that of the Bohemians. Under the banner of Luther appeared 
this sect, and in assuming to themselves the title of Reformed, 
they boasted they had realized the wishes of Christendom, 
because a reformation had been long desired by the Catholic 
world, people, doctors, and prelates. In order to justify this 
pretended reformation, whatever had been said by the writers 
of the church against the disorders of the clergy and people, 
was collected with great industry. 

But here is a manifest deceit in the passages cited ; not one 
of these doctors even for once thought of changing the faith 
of the church, or of correcting her worship, which chiefly 
consisted in the sacrifice of the altar, or of subverting the 
authority of her prelates, and chiefly that of the Pope, which 
was the great end of this new reformation as founded by Luther. 

3.— The testimony of St. Bernard. 

Our reformers cite to us St. Bernard, who enumerating 
the grievances of the church, all those she sustained at the 
beginning during the persecutions, and those she suffered 
from heresies in their progress, and those she was exposed to 
in latter days, through the corruption of morals, allows the 
latter to be far more frightful*, because they corrupt the very 
vitals, and spread infection through all the members of the 
church: whence, concludes this great man, the church may 
truly say with Isaiah, u her bitterest and most painful bit¬ 
terness is in peacef when left in peace by infidels, and 
unmolested by heretics, she is most dangerously assaulted by 
the depraved morals of her own children.'” Even this were 
sufficient to show that lie did not deplore, as the reformers 
did, the errors into which the church had fallen, since, on the 
contrary, he represented it as safe on that side ; but such 

* Bern. Serm. 33. in Cant. N. 10. + Isaiac xxx\iii. 17. 
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evils only as proceeded from relaxed discipline: accordingly, 
when, instead of discipline, the dogmas of the church were 
attacked by turbulent and restless men,—such as Peter of 
x Bruis, as Henry, as Arnauld of Bresse,—this great man would 
not suffer one of them to be weakened, but fought invincibly 
for the faith of the church, and the authority of the prelates*. 

4.— The testimony of Gerson, and Cardinal Peter D'Aily, 
Bishop of Cambray . 

It was so with the other Catholic doctors, who in the suc¬ 
ceeding ages lamented abuses, and demanded a reformation 
of them. Gerson was the most celebrated of these, and now 
proposed with more energy a reformation of the church in 
her head and members. In a sermon, which lie made after 
the council of Pisa, before Alexander the Fifth, he introduces 
the church demanding of the Pope a reformation and re-esta¬ 
blishment of the kingdom of Israel; but to show he complained 
of no error that could be observed in thedoctrine of the church, 
he addresses the Pope in these words: 66 Why,” says he, “ do 
you not send to the Indiansf, whose faith may have been 
easily corrupted, as they are not united to the church of 
Rome, whence certainty of faith must be derived?” His 
master, Cardinal Peter D’Aily, sighed also for a reformation, 
but he fixed its foundation on a principle entirely different 
from that on which Luther would establish it, since he him¬ 
self wrote to Melancthon, ec that sound doctrine could not 
subsist, whilst the authority of the Pope existed and, on the 
contrary, the Cardinal thought <e that the members of the 
church being separated from their head, during the schism, 
and there being no administrator, and apostolic director, 
namely, no Pope, that all the church acknowledged no hope 
could be entertained of effecting a reformation J.” Thus one 
made the reformation to consist in the subversion of the 
papacy, and the other in the perfect re-establishment of that 
sacred authority, which was instituted by Jesus Christ to 
preserve unity amongst his members, and retain all in their 
respective duties. 

5.— Two ways of desiring the reformation of the Church. 
There were then two different sorts of persons, who called for 

* Bern. Serm. 65, 6G in Cant. 

f Gers. Serm. de Ascens. Dom. ad Alex. V, vol. ii. p. 131. 

% Ibid. 137. 
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the reformation ; one, the truly peaceable and true children of 
the church, without bitterness bewailed her grievances, and, 
with respect, proposed a reformation of them, and in humility 
bore with a delay. Far from desiring to effect this object by v 
schism, they, on the contrary, looked on schism as the 
greatest of all evils. In the midst of these abuses, they 
admired the providence of God, who, according to his pro¬ 
mises, knew how to preserve the faith of the church. And, 
though they could not accomplish a reformation of morals, 
free from all bitterness and passion, they deemed themselves 
happy that nothing prevented them from accomplishing it 
in themselves. These were the strong ones of the church, 
whose faith no temptation could shake nor induce to deviate 
from unity. Besides these, there were proud spirits, who, 
struck with the disorders they saw prevailing in the church, 
especially in her ministers, did not believe the promises of her 
eternal duration could subsist in the midst of such abuses ; 
whereas, the Son of God had taught to respect the chair of 
Moses, notwithstanding the evil actions of the Scribes and 
Pharisees who sat therein*. These became proud, and 
thereby weak, yielding to the temptation which inclines to 
hate the chair itself, in hatred to those who sat upon it; and, 
as if the wickedness of man could make void the work of 
God, the aversion they had conceived against the teachers, 
made them both hate the doctrines they taught, and the 
authority they had received from God to teach. 

Such were the Vaudois and Albigenses; such were John 
Wickliffe and John Huss. The ordinary bait by which they 
induced weak souls into their nets, was the hatred with 
which they inspired them against the pastors of the church. 
Influenced by this spirit of bitterness, they sighed for a rup¬ 
ture. It is not therefore surprising that, in the time of 
Luther, when invectives and animosities were carried to the 
highest pitch, the most violent schism and apostacy of course 
ensued, that, perhaps, till then had ever been seen in Chris¬ 
tendom. 


6.— Luther's commencements and qualities . 

Martin Luther, an Augustinian Friar, by profession Doctor 
and Professor of Divinity in the University of Wittemberg, 
first excited these commotions. The two parties which 
called themselves reformed, have equally acknowledged him 


* Matth, xxiii.2. o. 
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to be the author of this new reformation. Not only his fol¬ 
lowers, the Lutherans, vied with each other in extolling 
him, but even Calvin, often admires his virtues, his magna¬ 
nimity, his constancy, and the incomparable industry with 
which he opposed the Pope. He is the trumpet, or rather 
he is the thunder, he is the lightning that awaked the world 
from their lethargy: it was not Luther that spoke, but God 
that thundered from his mouth*. 

True it is, he had a strength of genius, a vehemence in his 
discourses, a lively and impetuous eloquence, which capti¬ 
vated the people and bore all before him, an extraordinary 
boldness when supported and applauded, with an air of 
authority which made his disciples tremble, insomuch that 
neither in little things, nor in great, dared they venture to 
contradict him. 

Here I should relate the beginnings of the quarrel in j - i-y 
1517, were they not know'll by all mankind. For who is j ^ jg’ 
ignorant of the publication of the Indulgences of 
Leo X., and the jealousy of the Augustinian Friars 
against the Dominicans, who, on this occasion, were preferred 
to them? Who does not know that Luther, an Augustinian 
Doctor, being selected to maintain the credit of his order, 
first attacked the abuses many made of indulgences, and the 
extravagances that were uttered from the pulpit on that sub¬ 
ject ? But he had too much fire to keep himself within these 
limits: from the abuses of the thing, he came to the thing 
itself. He went on step by step, and though always dimi¬ 
nishing indulgences and reducing them almost to nothing by 
his mode of explaining them, however, he seemed to agree 
with his adversaries in the essential part; for when he began 
to write his propositions, one of them was couched in the fol¬ 
lowing terms : <c Whoever denies the truth of the indulgences 
of the Pope, let him be accursedf.” 

7. — The ground-work of Luther's Reformation—What im¬ 
puted Justice , and Justification by Faith mean . 

Meanwhile, one subject led him on to another. As that of 
justification and of the efficacy of the sacraments bordered 
nearly upon indulgences, Luther fell on these two articles; 
and this dispute soon became the most important. 

* Calv. II. Def. Cont. Vcstph, Opusc. F. 785—787, ct scq. Resp. Cont/Pigh. 
Ibid. fol. 137—141, &C. f Prop. 1517. 71.vol. i. Vilcb. 
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Justification is that grace which, remitting to us our sins, 
at the same time renders us agreeable to God. Till then, it 
had been believed that what wrought this effect proceeded 
indeed from God, but yet necessarily existed in man ; and 
that to be justified,—namely, for a sinner to be made just,— 
it was necessary he should have this justice in him ; as to be 
learned and virtuous, one must have in him learning and 
virtue. But Luther had not followed so simple an idea. 
He would have it, that what justifies us and renders us agree¬ 
able to God was nothing in us ; but we were justified because 
God imputed to us the justice of Jesus Christ, as if it were 
our own, and because by faith we could indeed appropriate 
it to ourselves. 

8. — Luther' s special Faith , and the certainty of Justification. 

But the mystery of this justifying faith had something in it 
that was very singular. It did not consist in believing in 
general in a Saviour, his mysteries, and his promises ; but 
in believing most assuredly, each one in his heart, that all 
our sins are forgiven us. <c We are justified,” said Luther 
without ceasing, “from the time we with certainty believe 
ourselves so.” The certainty which he required was not that 
moral certainty alone, which, grounded on reasonable motives, 
excludes trouble and perturbation ; but an absolute and in¬ 
fallible certainty, bjr which the sinner is to believe himself 
justified with the same faith as he believes Christ came into 
the world. 

Without this certainty there was no justification for the 
faithful ; for they were told they could neither call on 
God nor trust in him alone, whilst they had the least doubt, 
not merely of the Divine goodness in general, but of that 
particular goodness by which God imputes to each of us 
the justice of Jesus Christ; and tills is what he called special 
faith. 

9. — According to Luther , man is assured of his Justification , 

without being assured of his Repentance . 

Here a new difficulty arose, whether, in order to be assured 
of his justification, it was necessary, at the same time, that 
man should be satisfied with the sincerity of his repentance. 
This immediately occurred to every one; and, since God 
promised to justify the penitent only, if we are assured of our 
justification, it seems necessary that we should be certain of 
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the sincerity of our repentance. But Luther abhorred this 
last certainty ; and so far from being assured of the sincerity 
of repentance, “ one was not even assured,” said he, by 
reason of the most hidden vice of vain-glory or self-love, that 
he did not commit many mortal sins in his very best actions*.” 

Luther went still much farther; for he had invented this 
distinction between the works of God and those of men, 
fi< that the works of men, however beautiful in appeai’ance, 
might seemingly be good, yet were they grievous sins; on 
the other hand, the works of God, however deformed in 
appearance, might seemingly be bad, yet were they of an 
eternal meritf.” Deceived by his antithesis and by this play 
of words, Luther imagined that he had discovered the true 
difference between the works of man and those of God ; not 
reflecting that the good works of men are also the works of 
God, who, by his grace, produces them in us, which, according 
to Luther himself, should give them an eternal merit; but this 
is what he was resolved to avoid,— on the contrary concluding 
“ That all the works of the just would be mortal sins were 
they not fearful of their being so ; nor could there be any 
avoiding presumption, or having a true hope if, in every 
action they performed, they did not fear damnation^.” 

Repentance, doubtless, is not compatible with mortal 
sins actually committed ; for to be truly repentant of some 
grievous sins, and not of all, or to be sorry for them, whilst 
one commits them, is impossible. If, therefore, we are never 
certain, that in every good work we fall not into divers 
grievous sins—if, on the contrary, w T e ought to fear our con¬ 
stantly falling into such, we can never be assured of being 
truly penitent; and could we be assured of this, we need not, 
as Luther prescribes, fear damnation, unless we at the same 
time believe that God, contrary to his promise, would con¬ 
demn to hell the contrite of heart. And if, on account of 
his own want of disposition, of which he was not assured, a 
sinner should happen to call in doubt his justification, Luther 
told him he was not assured of his good disposition, nor did 
he know, for example, whether he were truly penitent, truly 
contrite, truly afflicted for his sins ; yet he was not the less 
assured of his entire justification, because it depended not on 
any good disposition on his part. On this account this new 
Doctor declared to the sinner, c ‘ Believe firmly that thou 
art absolved, and thou art so, whatever be thy contrition ||.” 

* Luther, T. i. Prop. 1518. Prop. 48. 

f Prop. Heidis. 1518. Prop. 3, 4, 7, 11. 

J| Serm. de Indulgi v. i. p. 52. 


■t Ibid. 


26 


THE HISTORY OF 


[book 

This is equivalent to saying, whether you be penitent or not, 
you need not concern yourself. All consists, said he conti¬ 
nually, “ in believing, without hesitation, that you are ab¬ 
solved whence he concluded, whether the priest baptized 
or gave you absolution in earnest or in jest, is a matter of no 
consequence*; because in the Sacraments there was only 
one thing to fear, namely, the not believing strongly enough 
that all your crimes were forgiven you, when you had once 
wrought on yourself to believe so. 

10.— The inconsistency of this Doctrine . 

The Catholics perceived that this doctrine laboured under a 
most grievous difficulty, because the believer, being obliged 
to hold himself assured of his justification, and not of his 
repentance, consequently ought to believe he might be justi¬ 
fied in the sight of God, though he were not truly penitent, 
which opened the way to impenitence. 

- True it is, however (for nothing ought to be concealed), 
that Luther did not exclude from justification a sincere re¬ 
pentance, namely, the horror of sin, and the will to do good, 
and, in short, the conversion of the heart, and judged it as 
absurd, as we do, to be justified without contrition or repent¬ 
ance. Between him and Catholics, on this head, there ap¬ 
peared no difference, unless that the Catholics called these 
acts the dispositions of the sinner to justification, and Luther 
judged he styled them more justly, the necessary conditions. 
But this subtle distinction, at bottom, did not extricate him 
from the difficulty ; for these acts are essential for the remis¬ 
sion of sin, name them as you will, either condition, or dis¬ 
position, or necessary preparation : so that the question still 
returned, How Luther could say the sinner ought to believe 
most assuredly that he was absolved, be his contrition what 
it may, that is, be his repentance what it may ; as if the 
being penitent, or not, were a thing quite indifferent to the 
remission of sins. 

11 .—Whether toe may be assured of our Faith , without being 
assured of our Repentance. 

Here, then, was the great difficulty in the new dogma, or, in 
modern phrase, the new system of Luther. How was it 
possible to have assurance of the entire remission of sin, 
when not assured, nay. it was impossible one should be 

* Prop. 1518. Ibid. Serm, de Indulg. 
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certain of true repentance, and true conversion ? But it 
was enough, said Luther, one was assured of faith. A new 
difficulty, to be assured of faith, and not of repentance ; 
which faith, according to Luther, always produces. “ But,” 
answers he, “ the faithful can say i I believe*,’ and thereby 
his faith becomes sensible to himas if the same person might 
not in like manner say, “ I repent,” and so become alike 
assured of his repentance. If, lastly, it be replied that the 
doubt will still remain, whether he repent or not as he ought 
to do, I say the same of faith ; and the sum of the whole is 
this,—that the sinner must rest assured of his justification, 
without the possibility of an assurance that he hath fulfilled 
as he ought that necessary condition of obtaining it, which 
God required at his hands.” 

Here there was a new labyrinth. Although faith did not, 
in the opinion of Luther, dispose to justification (for he ever 
had an aversion to these dispositions), it was, however, the 
necessary condition, and the only means of appropriating to 
us Jesus Christ and his justice. If, therefore, after all the 
efforts that a sinner makes,' in order to persuade himself fully 
that his sins are forgiven him through his faith, this question 
could arise within, Who will tell me, weak and imperfect as 
I am, whether or not I have that true faith which changes the 
heart ? This is a temptation, according to Luther. We must 
believe, that by faith all our sins are forgiven us, without 
troubling ourselves whether this faith be such as God requires; 
nay, without so much as thinking of it. For this thought 
alone would be making the grace of justification depend on a 
thing which may be in us; which the gratuitousness, as I may 
say, of justification, according to him, would not suffer. 


12 .—The Security which Luther blames . 

With this certainty of the remission of sin, advanced by Luther, 
he however declared there was a certain state dangerous to 
the soul, which he called security. “ Let the faithful take 
care/’ says he, “ that they come not to a security and im¬ 
mediately after, “ There is a detestable arrogance and secu¬ 
rity in those who flatter themselves, and are not truly afflicted 
for their sins, which are still deeply rooted in their mindsf.” 
If to these two theses of Luther, we join that in which he 
said, as has been seen already, that, on account of self-love. 


* Ass. artic. damnat. v. ii. ad Prop. Id, 
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one could never be assured lie did not commit many mortal 
sins in his very best actions, insomuch that he ought always 
to fear damnation*, it might seem that this Doctor, at bottom, 
agreed with Catholics, and that this certainty, which he lays 
down, was not to be taken, as it has been by me, in the most 
rigorous sense. But in that we should be deceived; Luther 
literally maintains these two propositions, which appear so 
contrary — cc Man is never assured that he grieves for his 
sins as he ought to do ; and he must rest assured that he has 
gained the forgiveness of them.” Whence follow those two 
propositions, which seem not less opposite : certainty is to be 
admitted, security is to be feared. But what is, then, this 
certainty, if it be not security? This was the inexplicable knot 
of the doctrine of Luther, which never could be unravelled. 

13 .—The Answer of Luther, by the distinction of two kinds 

of Sin . 

For my part, all I could ever find in his works tending to 
unfold this mystery, is the distinction he makes between sins 
committed with knowledge, and those committed cc without 
knowledge and against conscience— lapsus contra conscien - 
tiam. t 1 It seems, therefore, that Luther would have said, a 
Christian cannot be assured of his being exempt from sins of 
the first kind, but may be so with regard to the second ; and 
if in the committing these he held himself assured of the re¬ 
mission of his sins, he fell into that pernicious security con¬ 
demned by Luther ; whereas, avoiding them, he may have 
a full assurance that all the rest, even the most hidden, are 
forgiven him; which is efficient for that certainty which 
Luther would establish. 

14 .—The Difficulty still remains . 

But still the difficulty returned ; for, according to Luther, 
it remained indubitable that it is never known by man whe¬ 
ther this vice of self-love, so hidden, does not infect the best 
of all his actions : on the contrary, in order to avoid pre¬ 
sumption, lie must look upon it as unquestionable that they 
are mortally infected with it: u that he flatters himselfand 
that when he believes himself ‘ 6 truly grieved for his offences,” 
it does not follow that he really is as much so as is necessary 
for th'e remission of them. If this be so, whatever he may 
think he feels within himself, he never knows whether sin 
reigns not in his heart, the more dangerously the more hidden 

* Prop. 1518, 48, v. i. 
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it is. We must, therefore, be brought to believe we may be 
reconciled to God whilst sin predominates in us, or there 
never will be any such thing as certainty. 

15. — The Contradiction of the Doctrine of Luther. 

Thus all we are told of the certainty man may have with 
respect to sin committed against conscience, is nothing to the 
purpose. Luther should have gone farther, and acknow¬ 
ledged that this sin which hides itself, this secret pride, this 
self-love, which lurks in so many shapes, and even assumes 
the form of virtue, may be, perhaps, the grand obstacle to our 
conversion, and the inevitable subject of that continual fear 
which,after St. Paul, is taught by Catholics. The same Catho¬ 
lics observed, that the answers on this subject were manifestly 
contradictory. Luther had advanced this proposition : “ No 
man should answer the priest that he is contrite, that is, peni¬ 
tent*.And as the proposition seems very strange, he cites 
these passages to support it: 6< I am not conscious to myself 
of anything, and yet I am not on that account justified^*.” 
David says, “ Who knoweth his sinst ?” St. Paul says, “ He 
that commendeth himself is not approved, but he whom God 
commendeth §.” From these texts Luther concluded that 
no sinner is so qualified as to answer the priest, “ I am truly 
penitent;” and understanding it rigorously, and for an entire 
certainty, he was right. According to him, therefore, man 
was not absolutely assured he was penitent. According to 
him, however, he was absolutely certain his sins were forgiven 
him ; he was absolutely certain, therefore, that forgiveness is 
independent of repentance. Catholics laboured in vain to 
understand these novelties : here is a prodigy, say they, in 
doctrine and morals, nor can the church bear this scandal ||. 

16. —The Sequel of the Contradictions of Luther. 

“But,” said Luther, “ we are assured of our faith, and faith 
is inseparable from contrition.” To which was replied, 
“ Allow, therefore, the faithful to answer for their contrition 
equally with their faith, or prohibiting one, prohibit the other.” 
“ But,” proceeded he, “ St. Paul has said, 4 Examine your¬ 
selves whether you be in the faith; prove yourselves.’ 
Therefore we feel faith,” concluded Luther: “Therefore 
we feci it not,” concluded his adversaries. If it be a matter 

* Assert, art. Damnat. ad art. 1-1. T. ii. f 1 Cor. iv.'i. ;J; Ps. xviii. 13. 
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of proof, if a subject of examination, it is not a thing’ we 
know from feeling, nor, as they say, from conscience. That 
which is called faith, continued they, may be, perhaps, no¬ 
thing more than an illusory image of* it, and a weak repetition 
of what has been read in books, or heard from the mouths of 
others. In order to be certain we have that lively faith which 
works the true conversion of the heart, we ought to be sure 
that sin no longer reigns in us; which Luther neither can 
nor will guarantee to us, whilst he guarantees what depends 
thereon, namely, the forgiveness of sins. Here is the con¬ 
tradiction, and the inevitable weakness of his doctrine. 

17.— The Continuation of them . 

Nor let this text of St. Paul be alleged: “What man knoweth 
the tilings of a man, save the spirit of man, which is in him* ?” 
True it is, no other creature, neither man nor angel, sees any¬ 
thing in us but what we see : but it follows not from that we 
ourselves do always see it; otherwise, how could David have 
said what Luther objected — “ Who knoweth his sins ?” These 
sins, are they not in us? And since it is certain we do not always 
know them, man will be always a mystery to himself, and his 
own mind an eternal and impenetrable subject of doubt. It 
is therefore manifest folly to seek for a certainty of the for¬ 
giveness of our sin, if we be not certain that we have entirely 
withdrawn our hearts from it. 

18.— Luther forgot all that he had said ivell at the beginning 
of the Dispute . 

At the beginning of the dispute Luther spoke much better ; 
for here are his first theses on Indulgences, in 1517, and at the 
first rise of the discussion : “ None is assured of the truth of 
his confession, much less of the fullness of his pardonf.” At 
that time, on account of the inseparable union of repentance 
and forgiveness, he acknowledged that the uncertainty of the 
one implied that of the other. He afterwards changed, but from 
good to bad ; still retaining the uncertainty of contrition, he 
took away the uncertainty of forgiveness, and no longer al¬ 
lowed forgiveness to be dependant on repentance. Thus 
Luther reformed himself; such was his progress, as his anger 
against the church increased, and as he sunk deeper into 
schism. In everything he made it his study to take the 
l’evei’se of the sentiments of the church. Far from endea- 

f Prop, 1517. Prop, 20. T, i. ; f, 50, 
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vouring, as we do, to inspire sinners with a fear of the judg¬ 
ments of God, to excite l-epentance in them, Luther went to 
such excess as to say, 44 That contrition, which looked back, 
in the bitterness of heart, on years past, weighing the griev¬ 
ousness of sins, their deformity, their multitude, beatitude 
lost, and damnation incurred, served only to make men 
greater hypocrites* as if it were hypocrisy in the sinner 
to rouse himself from insensibility. But, perhaps, he meant 
no more than that these sentiments of fear were not sufficient, 
unless they are united with faith and the love of God. I 
acknowledge he afterwards explains himself thusf, but in 
contradiction to his own principles; for, on the contrary, he 
required (and this, as we shall hereafter see, is one of the 
fundamentals of his doctrine) that forgiveness of sin should 
precede love ; and to establish this, abused the parable of the 
two debtors in the Gospel, of whom our Saviour said, 44 He 
to whom is forgiven the greatest debt loveth mostj.” From 
this Luther and his disciples concluded, one did not love till 
after the debt, namely, the sin, was remitted to him. Such 
was the great indulgence preached by Luther, and opposed 
by him to those that were published by the Dominicans, and 
granted by Leo X. No occasion for exciting fear, no neces¬ 
sity for love ; to be completely justified from all kind of sins, 
man required no more than to believe without hesitation that 
they were all forgiven him, and in a moment the affair was 
settled. 


19 .—Luther s strange doctrine concerning the tear against 

the Turks . 

Amongst the extraordinary things which he every day 
advanced, there was one that astonished the whole Christian 
world. Whilst Germany, threatened with the formidable 
arms of the Turk, was all in motion to oppose him, Luther 
established this principle— 44 That it was necessary, not only 
to will what God requires us to will, but all absolutely that 
God himself wills.” Whence he concluded, 44 that to fight 
against the. Turk, was to resist the will of God, who de¬ 
signed to visit us §.” 


f Adver, execr. Anticrist. Bull. t. ii. fol, 93. 
§ Prop. 1517,98, f. 50', 
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20. — Luther's outward humility , and his submission to the 

Pope . 

In the midst of ^so many bold propositions, nothing in the 
exterior was more humble ihan he—a man timid and retired. 
He said # , 44 By force he had been drawn into the world, 
and rather by chance than design, thrown into those troubles.’’ 
His style had nothing uniform, was even unpolished in 
some places, and this on purpose. So far from promising 
immortality to his name and writings, he had never so much 
as sought it. Nay, he waited the decision of the Church 
respectfully, so far as to declare expressly, u should he not 
abide by her judgment, he consented to be treated as a 
heretic/’ In a word, all he said breathed his submission, 
not only to the council, but to the holy see, and the Pope 
himself, who, moved by the clamour which the novelty of 
the doctrine had excited over all the church, had taken 
cognizance of the cause ; and thus it was, that Luther ap¬ 
peared most respectful. 44 I am not so rash,” said hef, 
“ as to prefer my private opinion to that of all other men.” 
As to the Pope, this is what he wrote to him in 1518, on 
Trinity Sunday : 44 Whether you give life or death, call me 
this or that way, approve or reprove as best seems fitting, 
I will hearken to your voice, as to that of Christ himself J.” 
For three entire years, all his discourses were filled with 
similar protestations : nay more, he referred himself to the 
decision of the universities of Basil, Fribourg, and Louvain. 
Awhile after, he joined that of Paris ; nor was there a tri¬ 
bunal in the church which he would not acknowledge. 

21.— The reasons on which he grounded his sub?nissio?i. 

What he uttered concerning the authority of the holy see 
had the appearance of sincerity ; for the reasons which he 
assigned for his attachment to this great see were, indeed, 
the most capable of affecting a Christian heart. In a book 
which he wrote against Sylvester Prierius, a Dominican, he 
begins with citing these words of Jesus Christ, 44 Thou art 
Peter,” and these, 44 Feed my sheep/’ The whole world, says 
he, confesses, that from these texts proceeds the authority 
of the Pope. In the same place, after saying that the 
faith of the whole world ought to be regulated by that 
which the church of Rome professes, he thus proceeds: 44 1 give 

* Resol. de Pot. Pap®. Praf. T. 1. f. 310. Pnef. oper. ibid. 2. 
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thanks to Jesus Christ, for preserving on earth this only 
church by a great miracle, and which alone may demonstrate 
that our faith is true, insomuch as never, by any one decree, 
hath she departed from the true faith.” Even after the ardour 
of dispute had shaken a little these good principles, “ the 
consent of all the faithful retained him in a reverence for the 
authority of the Pope.” 6C Is it possible,” said he, “for Jesus 
Christ not to be with this great number of Christians*?” 
Thus he condemned the Bohemians, who separated from our 
communion, and protested it should never be his fate to fall 
into a like schism. 


22.— His sallies of passion, for which he begs pardon. 

However, there was something haughty and violent percepti¬ 
ble in all his writings. But though he attributed his passion to 
the violence of his adversaries, whose excesses, in that way, 
were not inconsiderable, yet he asked pardon for it. “ I 
acknowledge ” (thus he wrote to Cardinal Cajetan, legate 
then in Germany) “ I have been transported indiscreetly, 
and have been wanting in due respect to the Pope. I am 
sorry for it. Though urged to it, I should not have an¬ 
swered the fool that wrote against me, according to his folly. 
Be so good,” continued he, “ as to represent the matter to 
the holy father ; I desire no more than to hear the voice of 
the church, and to obey it.” 

23.— A new protestation of submission to the Pope,—He 
offers Leo X, and Charles V. to be silent for the future. 

After his citation to Rome, and whilst appealing from the 
Pope ill informed to the Pope well informed, he did not cease 
to say, that the appeal, inasmuch as it regarded him, did 
not seem necessary to him,” he always abiding submissive 
to the judgment of the Pope, yet excused his going to Rome 
on account of the expense And moreover, said he, this 
citation before the Pope was needless to a man who waited 
for nothing but the decree of the Pope, in order to comply 
with it %. 

In the course of this proceeding, on Sunday, the 28th 
of November, he appealed from the Pope to the council ; 
but in his act he persisted in always 'Saying, “ that lie 
neither presumed to doubt the supremacy or authority of 
the holy see, nor yet to say anything contrary to the power 

* Disput. Lips. t. i. f, 2 oh + Ad Card. Cajetan. 
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of the Pope well advised and well informed.” And, indeed, 
on the third of March, 1519, he wrote again to Leo X., that 
“’he did not design in anywise to interfere with his autho¬ 
rity, or that of the church of Rome And, provided a 
similar injunction were laid on his adversaries, he bound 
himself, as he had all along done, to an eternal silence ; for 
he could not bear a partial judgment; and, if we may be¬ 
lieve him, he would have remained satisfied with the Pope, 
had he but imposed on both parties an equal silence. So 
little was this reformation, so much boasted of since, deemed 
by him necessary to the welfare of the church. As for 
retractation, he would never hear it mentioned, however 
sufficient matter there was for it, as observed above. And 
yet, so far from exaggerating, 1 do not tell the whole. But, 
said he, “ being once engaged, his Christian reputation would 
not suffer him to abscond in a corner,” or to retreat. This 
was his excuse after the rupture commenced; but, during 
the contest, he assigned one, the more probable as it was 
more submissive. “ For, after all,” said he, “ I see not 
what use would be my retractation, since it is not what 
I have said, but what the church will say to me, whom I 
shall not pretend to answer as an adversary, but to hear as 
a disciple f.” 

In the beginning of the year 1520, he spoke somewhat 
1520 hi S her ’ ^ ie contest > too, grew warmer, and the party 
was increased. He wrote, therefore, to the Pope, —“ I 
abhor disputes; I will attack no man, nor be myself attacked ; 
if I be, having Jesus Christ for my lord and master, they 
shall not go unanswered : as for recanting what I have 
said, let no man look for it. Your holiness, with one word, 
may terminate all these contests, by bringing the cause to 
your own tribunal, and imposing silence on both parties J.” 
This is what he wrote to Leo X., dedicating to him, at the 
same time, the Book of Christian Liberty, full of new para¬ 
doxes, the dreadful effects of which we shall soon witness. 
The same year, after the universities of Louvain and Cologne 
had censured this, and the other books of Luther, he com¬ 
plained thus : “ Wherein hath Leo, our holy father, offended 
these universities, that they should snatch out of his hands a 
book dedicated to his name, and laid at his feet, there to 
await his sentence?” In short, he wrote to Charles V., 
“ that he would be ail humble and obedient son of the 
Catholic Church, even unto deatli ; and promised to hold 
his peace, if his enemies would but let him He called 

* Luth. ad Leon. X. 1519. t Ad Card. Caj. t. i. p,21G. 
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the whole universe, and the two greatest powers thereof to 
witness, that these disputes might be terminated; and to 
this he bound himself in the most solemn manner. 


24. — He is condemned by Leo . X ., and flies into horrible 

excesses . 

But this affair had made too great a noise to be dissembled. 
The sentence issued from Rome; Leo X. published his bull 
of condemnation, dated June 18, 1520; and, at the same 
time, Luther forgot all his submissions, as if they had been 
empty compliments. From that time he became furious ; 
clouds of libels were scattered against the bull : first, ap¬ 
peared his notes and comments on it, filled with contempt; 
a second pamphlet bore this title, 44 Against the execrable 
Bull of Antichrist,” which he concluded with these words, 
44 In the same manner that they excommunicate me, I ex¬ 
communicate them again *.” Thus did this new Pope pass 
sentence. He put out a third in 4f defence of the articles 
condemned by the built.” Far from retracting any of his 
errors, or in the least moderating his excesses, he w T ent be¬ 
yond them, and confirmed everything, even to this propo¬ 
sition, namely, Every Christian woman or child, in the ab¬ 
sence of the priest, may 44 absolve, in virtue of these words of 
Jesus Christ,—All that he shall unbind, shall be unbound 
even to that wherein he said, that to fight against the Turk 
was to resist God. Instead of correcting so scandalous a 
proposition, he maintained it anew, and assuming the tone 
of a prophet, spoke thus : “ If the Pope be not brought to 
an account, Christendom is ruined ; he that can, let him flee 
to the mountains; or let this Roman homicide be slain. 
Jesus Christ shall destroy him by his glorious coming; it 
shall be he, and no other X ” Thus, borrowing the words of 
the prophet Isaiah, 44 Oh Lord,” cried out this new prophet, 
“ who believeth in thy word ?” And concluded, in delivering 
to men this commandment, as an oracle sent from heaven : 
44 Forbear ye to make war against the Turk, until the name 
of the Pope be taken from beneath the heavens; I have 
said it.” 

25. — His fury against the Pope and those Princes ivho 

supported him . 

This was plainly declaring to them, that henceforward the 
Pope was to be held as their common enemy, against whom 

* T. i. 83, 91, | Assert, art, per Bull, damnat, $ Ibid. t. ii. Prop, 33. 
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all were to unite. But Luther spoke much plainer after¬ 
wards ; when disappointed that these prophecies did not pro¬ 
ceed fast enough, he endeavoured to accelerate their accom¬ 
plishment by these words ; “The Pope is a wolf, possessed 
by an evil spirit; from every village and every borough 
men must assemble against him ; neither the sentence of the 
judge, nor the authority of a council must be waited for ; 
no matter if Kings and Caesars make war in his behalf; he 
that rises in arms under a thief, does it to his own cost. 
Kings and Caesars bear not themselves guiltless, by saying 
they are the defenders of the church, because they ought to 
know what is the Church In short, whoever had believed 
him, must have set all on fire, and reduced to one heap of 
ashes, both Pope and princes that supported him ; and what 
is still moi’e strange, as many propositions as we have seen 
were as many theses of divinity, which Luther undertook to 
maintain. Nor was this an orator whom the warmth of the 
harangue might have betrayed into indeliberate conclusions; 
but a doctor, that dogmatized in cold blood, and erected all 
his frenzies into theses. 

Although he did not, as yet, exclaim quite so high in that 
libel which he published against the Bull, yet the com¬ 
mencement of that intemperance might have been dis¬ 
covered in it; and it was the same passion which made him 
say, on the subject of the citation on which he did not ap¬ 
pear, “ I defer my appearing there, till I am followed by 
five thousand horse, and twenty thousand foot ; then will I 
make myself be believedf.” All was of this character: and 
through his whole discourse appeared mockery and violence; 
the two marks of exasperated pride. 

He was reproved in the Bull, for maintaining some of the 
propositions of John Huss ; instead of excusing himself, as 
he would have done heretofore, “ It is true,” said he to the 
Pope, u all that you condemn in John Huss I approve; all 
that you approve I condemn. Here is the recantation you 
enjoin me; do you require more J ?” 

The most burning fevers cause not more frantic ravings. 
This was called by the party the height of courage ; and 
Luther, in the notes he made on the Bull, told the Pope 
under the name of another, “ We know full well that Luther 
will not bate you an inch, because so great a courage cannot 
relinquish the defence of the truth he has once undertaken^ 1 ’ 

* Disp. 1540, Prop. 59, et seq. t. i. f. 407. 
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When, through hatred that the Pope had caused his works 
to be burned at Rome, Luther, in his turn, caused the 
Decretals to be burnt at Wittemberg ; the acts recording this 
exploit, ordered by him to be registered, said, “ That lie 
had held forth with a surprising beautifulness of diction, and 
a happy elegance, in his mother tongue*.’ 1 With this charm 
he ravished and led away mankind. But, above all, he for¬ 
got not to mention it was not enough to have burnt those 
Decretals, and it had been much more to the purpose, if 
the like had been done to the Pope himself; t( that is to say,” 
added he, moderating a little his expression, “to the Papal 
chair.” 

26 .—How Luther came at last to reject the authority 
of the Church . 

When I consider so much passion after so much humility, 
I am at a loss whence this apparent humility could proceed 
in a man of such temper. Was it from artifice and dissimu¬ 
lation ? Rather, was it not that pride, unacquainted with 
itself in its beginnings, and fearful at first, hides behind 
its contrary, till an occasion presents of appearing to ad¬ 
vantage ? 

After the rupture was opened, Luther himself confesses 
C6 that in the beginning he was like one in despair, nor could 
man comprehend from what weakness God had raised him to 
such a courage ; nor how, from such trembling, he came to 
so great strengthf.” 

Whether God or the occasion made this change, I shall 
leave to the judgment of the reader, and, for my part, am 
content with the fact which Luther owns during this alarm : 
in one sense, it is very true that his humility was not feigned. 
What might cause one, however, to suspect artifice in 
his discourses, is, that occasionally he forgot himself so far 
as to say, “that he never would change his doctrine; and 
though he had referred his whole dispute to the deter¬ 
mination of the supreme bishop, it was because respect 
ought to be observed towards him who bore so great 
a charge J.” But whoever shall reflect on the interior con¬ 
flicts of a man, whom pride on one side, and the remains of 
faith on the other, never ceased to distract interiorly, will 
not consider it at all impossible that such different senti¬ 
ments should appear alternately in his writings. Be that 

* Exust. acta, t. ii. f. 123. + Praef. Op. t, i. f. 41), 50, et seq. 
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as it may, it is certain the authority of the Church restrained 
him for a long time, nor can we read without indignation, as 
well as pity, what he writes regarding it. “ After,” says he, 
<c I had gotten the better of all the arguments which were 
opposed to me, one remained still which, with extreme diffi¬ 
culty and great anguish, I could scarce conquer even with 
the assistance of Jesus Christ; namely, that we ought to 
hear the church*.” Grace, I may say, with reluctance 
abandoned this unhappy man. He prevailed at length ; and 
to complete his blindness, mistook Jesus Christ’s abandon¬ 
ment of him, for the immediate assistance of his hand. Who 
would have thought, that refusing presumptuously to hear 
the church, contrary to the express command of Christ, 
should be attributed to the grace of Christ? After this 
fatal victory, which cost Luther so dear, he cries out like 
one set free from irksome bondage, Let us break their 
bands asunder, and cast their yoke from us ffor he made 
use of these words in answering the Bull ; and in his last 
struggle to shake off church authority, not reflecting that 
this inauspicious canticle is what David put into the mouth 
of rebels, whose conspiracies were against the Lord, and 
against his anointed, Luther, in his blindness, applies it to 
himself, exulting .that, exempt from all constraint, he may 
henceforward speak and decide, as he wishes, in all things. 
His despised submissions rankle in his breast;—he keeps no 
temper;—his sallies, that should scandalize his disciples, 
encourage them; they catch, by hearing, the contagious 
phrenzy; so rapid a motion reaches soon to a great distance; 
and numbers look'on Luther as sent by God for the refor¬ 
mation of mankind. 

27.— Luther's Letter to the Bishops—his pretended extra¬ 
ordinary mission . 

Then he applies himself to maintain his mission as extraordi¬ 
nary and divine. In a letter he wrote to the bishops, cc falsely 
so styled,” said he, he assumed the title of Ecclesiastes or 
Preacher of Wittemberg, which none had ever given him ; 
nor does he pretend anything else, but that he gave it him¬ 
self ; that so many bulls, and so many excommunications, so 
many condemnations from the pope and emperor, had stript 
him of all his former titles, and defaced the character of the 
beast in him; yet he could not remain without a title, and 

* Prscf. Oper. Luth. t. i. f. 49. f Not. in Bull, t. i. f. 63. Fs. ii, 3. 
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had therefore given himself this, as a token of the ministry 
to which God had called him, and which he had received not 
from man, nor by man, but by the gift of God, and by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ*. Here we have his vocation as 
immediate, and as extraordinary, as that of St. Paul. On 
this foundation, at the beginning, and throughout the entire 
body of the letter, he qualifies himself “ Martin Luther, by the 
grace of God, Ecclesiastes of Wittembergfand declares to 
the bishops, lest they should pretend ignorance, that this is 
his own title which he bestows on himself, with an egregious 
contempt of them and Satan ; and that he might, with as 
good a claim, have called himself evangelist by the grace of 
God ; for Jesus Christ most certainly named him so, and 
considered him as Ecclesiastes. 

By virtue of this celestial mission he did every thing in 
the church : he preached, he visited, abrogated some cere¬ 
monies, left others remaining, instituted and deposed. He 
that never was more than a priest, dared to make, I do not 
say other priests, which itself would be an attempt unheard 
of in the entire Church since the origin of Christianity; but 
what is much more unheard of, even a bishop. It was 
deemed expedient by the party to invade the bishopric of 
Nuremburg. Luther went to this city, and by a new conse¬ 
cration ordained Nicholas Amsdorf bishop of it, whom he 
had already made minister and pastor of Magdeburg. He 
did not, therefore, make him bishop, in the sense he some¬ 
times calls by that name all pastors, but he made him bishop, 
with all the prerogatives annexed to this sacred name, and 
gave him that superior character which himself had not: 
but all was comprised in his extraordinary vocation ; and an 
evangelist, sent immediately from God like another Paul, 
could do all he pleased in the church. 

28.— Luther's arguments against the Anabaptists , who * 
preached without ordinary mission and miracles . 

Such attempts as these, I know very well, are esteemed 
nothing in the new reformation. These vocations and mis¬ 
sions, so much respected in all ages, are nothing more, after 
all, than formalities to these new doctors, who require only 
what they call essentials ; but these formalities established 
by God, preserve what is essential. They are formalities, if 
they please, but in the same sense the sacraments are so— 
divine formalities, which are the seals of the promise, and 

* Ep. ad falso nominal, ordin. Episcoporum, t. ii. f. 305. f Ibid. 14.220. 
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the instruments of grace. Vocation, mission, succession, 
lawful ordination,'are alike with them to be called forma¬ 
lities. By these sacred formalities God seals the promise he 
made to his church of preserving her for ever. 66 Go, teach 
and baptize ; and lo, 1 am with you always, even to the end 
of the world* with you, teaching and baptizing; not with 
you here present only, and whom I have immediately chosen, 
but with you in the persons of those who shall be for ever sub¬ 
stituted in your place by my appointment. Whoever despises 
these formalities of legitimate and ordinary missions, may, 
with the same reason, despise the sacraments, and confound 
the whole order of the church. And without entering fur¬ 
ther into this subject, Luther, who said he was sent with an 
extraordinary title immediately from God as an evangelist 
and apostle, was not ignorant himself that that extraordinary 
vocation ought to be confirmed by miracles. Therefore, when 
Muncer, with his Anabaptists, assumed the title and function 
of a pastor, Luther would not suffer the question to turn on 
what he might call essential, or admit he should prove his 
doctrine from the Scriptures ; but ordered he should be asked, 
u Who had given him commission to teach 66 Should he 
answer—God ; let him prove it,” says Luther, ct by a manifest 
miracle; for when God intends to alter any thing in the 
ordinary form of mission, it is by such signs that lie declares 
himself f.” 

Luther had been educated in good principles, and could 
not avoid sometimes returning to them. Witness the treatise 
which he wrote of the authority of magistrates, in 1534. 
This date is remarkable, forasmuch as four years after the 
Augsburg Confession, and fifteen after the rupture, it cannot 
be said that the Lutheran doctrine had not at that time taken 
its form; and yet Luther there declared again, c6 That he 
had much rather a Lutheran should leave the parish, than 
preach there against his pastor’s consent ; that the magistrate 
ought not to suffer either private assemblies, or any to preach 
without lawful vocation ; if they had suppressed the Ana¬ 
baptists when they began to spread their doctrine without 
vocation, the many evils which desolated Germany would 
have been prevented ; that no man truly pious should under¬ 
take anything without vocation, which ought to be observed 
so religiously, that even a gospeller (for so he calls his own dis¬ 
ciples) might not preach in the parish of a papist or a heretic, 
without the consent of him who was pastor of it;” “ which 
he spoke,” proceeds he, “ in warning to the magistrates, that 
* Mat, xxviii. 20. Sleid, lib, v. Edit, 1555—69. In Ps. lxxxii.de Magis. t. iii. 


THE VARIATIONS, ETC. 


41 


!•] 


they might shun those prattlers, who brought not good and 
sure testimonials of their vocation, either from God or men; 
without this, though they preached the pure gospel, or were 
angels dropt from heaven, yet they ought not to be ad¬ 
mitted.” This is to say, sound doctrine is not sufficient; 
but, besides this, one of two things is requisite, either miracles 
to testify God’s extraordinary vocation, or the authority of 
those pastors who were already qualified to confer the ordi¬ 
nary vocation in due form. 

When Luther wrote this, he was well aware it might be 
asked, whence he himself had received his authority ? and 
therefore answered, “ He was a doctor and a preacher who 
had not intruded himself, nor ought he to cease to preach, 
after it had been forced upon him, neither could he dispense 
with himself in teaching his own church ; but for other 
churches, he did no more than communicate his writings to 
them, which was but what charity required.” 


29.— What icere the miracles by which Luther preteiided to 
authorize his mission . 

But when he spoke with this assurance of his church, the 
question was, who had given him a charge of it; and how that 
vocation, which he had received with dependence, on a sud¬ 
den became independent of the whole ecclesiastical hierarchy ? 
However that be, Luther, for this time, was willing his 
vocation should be ordinary, at other times, when he was 
more sensible of the impossibility of maintaining it, he styled 
himself, as above, God’s immediate envoy, and boasted lie 
was deprived of all these titles which had been conferred on 
him by the church of Rome, that he might enjoy so celestial 
a vocation. Then, as for miracles, he was at no loss : he 
would have the great success of his preaching considered 
miraculous; and, at his renouncing the monastic life, he 
wrote to his father, who seemed a little shocked at this 
change, that God had withdrawn him from that state by 
visible miracles, “ Satan,” says he, “ seems to have foreseen 
from my infancy all that one day he was to suffer from me. 
Is it possible, that I, of all mortals, should be the only one 
he attacks at this time ? Formerly, you were desirous of 
taking me from the monastery; God hath taken me thence 
without you. I send you a book wherein you will see, by 
how many miracles and extraordinary instances of his power 
he hath absolved me from monastic vows These wonders 

* De Vot, Monas, ad Johannem Lut, Parent, suum. t. ii. 263. 
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and prodigies were not only the boldness, but also the un¬ 
looked for success of his undertaking'. It was this he gave 
for miraculous, and his disciples were persuaded of it. 

30 .—Sequel of Lather's boasted miracles. 

They even accounted it supernatural that a petty monk 
had conceived the courage to attack the Pope, and stood in¬ 
trepid amidst so many enemies. The people took him for a 
hero, a man from heaven, when they heard him defy threats 
and dangers, and say, 6C though he absconded for a while, 
the devil knew full well” (a fine witness) “ it proceeded not 
from fear;—that when he appeared at Worms before the 
emperor, nothing was capable of terrifying him ; and though 
he had been assured of meeting there as many devils ready 
to seize him as were tiles on the house-tops, he would have 
dared them all with the like resolution*.” These were his 
ordinary expressions. He had always in his mouth the devil 
and the pope, as enemies he was about to crush; and his 
disciples discovered in these words a divine ardour, a celes¬ 
tial instinct, and the enthusiasm of a heart influenced with 
the glory of the gospel. 

When some of his party undertook, as we shall see, during 
his absence, and without consulting him, to destroy images at 
Wittemberg,—'“ I am quite unlike these new prophets,” said 
he, “ who think they do something marvellous and worthy 
of the Holy Ghost, when they pull down statues and pictures. 
For my part, I have not lent my hand to the overthrowing of 
the least single stone; I have set fire to no monastery, yet, 
by my mouth and my pen, almost all monasteries have been 
laid waste ; and the report is public that I alone, without 
violence, have done more injury to the Pope, than any King 
could have done with all the power of his kingdom^.” These 
were the miracles of Luther. His disciples admired the force 
of this plunderer of monasteries, never reflecting that this 
formidable strength might be the same with that of the angel 
whom St. John calls the “ destroyer 

31 .—Luther acts the Prophet: promises to destroy the Pope 
immediately without suffering the taking of arms. 

Luther assumed the tone of a prophet against those who 
opposed his doctrine. After admonishing them to submit 

* Ep. acl Frid. Sax. Duccm. apud Chyt. 1, x. p. 247. 
f Frider. Due. Elect. &c v t. vii. p. 507—509. J Apoc. ix. 11. 


THE VARIATIONS, ETC. 


43 


*•] 


to it, he threatened at last to pray against them. “ My 
prayers,” said he, “will not be Salmoneus’s thunder, no 
empty rumbling in the air. Luther’s voice is not to be stopt 
so, and I wish your highness find it not to your cost 
Thus he wrote to the Prince of the House of Saxony. “ My 
prayer,” continued he, “is an impregnable bulwark, more 
powerful than the devil himself. Had it not been for that, 
long ago, Luther would not be so much as spoken of; and 
men will not stand astonished at so great a miracle !” When 
he threatened any with the divine judgments, he would not 
have it believed he did it upon general views. You would 
have said that he read it in the book of fate. Nay, lie 
spoke with such certainty of Papacy’s approaching downfal, 
that his followers no longer doubted of it. Upon his asser¬ 
tion, it was deemed certain that two antichrists, the Pope 
and the Turk, were clearly pointed out in Scripture. The 
Turk was just falling, and the attempts he was then making 
in Hungary were to be the last act of this tragedy. As for 
the Papacy, it was just expiring, and the most he could allow 
was two years reprieve : but above all, let them beware of 
employing arms in this work. Thus he spoke, whilst yet but 
weak ; and prohibited all other weapons than the word, in 
the cause of his gospel. The Papal reign was to expire on a 
sudden by the breath of Jesus Christ; — namely, by the 
preaching of Luther. Daniel was express on the point; St. 
Paul left no doubt; and Luther, their interpreter, would 
have it so. Such prophecies are still in fashion. The 
failure of Luther prevents not our ministers from venturing 
at the like event now ; they know the infatuation of the 
vulgar, ever destined to be charmed with some spell. These 
prophecies of Luther stand in his works upon record to this 
day, an eternal evidence against those who so lightly gave 
them credit+. Sleidan, his historian, relates them with a 
serious air. He lavishes all the elegance of his fine style, all 
the purity of his polished language, to represent to us a 
picture which Luther had dispersed throughout Germany j, 
the most foul, the most base, the most disgraceful that ever 
was. Yet, if we believe Sleidan, it was a prophetic piece ; 
nay, the accomplishment of many of Luther’s prophecies had 
been seen already, and the remainder of them was still in the 
hands of God. 

Luther was not looked on as a prophet by the people 

* Ep. ad George Due. Sax. t. ii. f. 491. 
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alone. The learned of the party would have him esteemed 
such. Philip Milancthon, who^ from the beginning of the 
disputes, had entered himself on the list of his disciples, and 
was the most able as well as the most zealous of them all, 
conceived at first a firm persuasion that there was something 
in this man extraordinary and prophetic; and, notwithstand¬ 
ing all the weaknesses he discovered in his master, he was a 
long time before he could relinquish the conviction; and, 
speaking of Luther, he wrote to Erasmus, 44 you know we 
ought to prove and not to despise prophecies*. 5 ’ 

32.— The boastings of Luther, and the contempt he enter- 
tamed for all the Fathers . 

This their new prophet, however, fell into unheard-of ex¬ 
travagances. He was always in extremes. Because the 
prophet made terrible invectives by God’s commandment, he 
becomes the most profuse of abusive language, and the most 
violent of men. Because St. Paul, for man’s good, had 
extolled the gifts of God in his own ministry with that con¬ 
fidence which proceeded from manifest truth, confirmed by 
divine miracles from above, Luther spoke of himself in such 
a manner, as made all his friends blush for him. They, how¬ 
ever, grew accustomed to it, and called it magnanimity, ad¬ 
mired the holy ostentation, the holy vauntings, the holy 
boasts of Luther ; and Calvin himself, though prejudiced 
against him, styled them sof. Elated with his learning, 
superficial in reality, but great for the time, and too great 
for his salvation and the peace of the church, he set himself 
above all mankind, not his contemporaries only, but the most 
illustrious of past ages. 

In the question of free will, Erasmus objected to him the 
consent of the Fathers and all antiquity. 44 You do very 
well,” said Luther ; 44 boast to us of ancient Fathers, and 
rely on what they say, when you have seen that all of them 
together have neglected St. Paul ; and buried in a carnal 
sense, have kept themselves, as on set purpose, at a distance 
from this morning star, or rather from this sun.” And 
again : 44 What wonder that God hath left all the nations of 
the earth, and all the churches, to go after their own ways ?” 
What a consequence ! If God abandoned the gentile world 
to the blindness of their hearts, does it follow that churches, 
delivered from it with such care, must be abandoned like 
them. Yet this is what Luther says in his book of 44 Man’s 
Will enslaved.” And what deserves still more to be observed 


* Mel. lib. iii, Epist. 65. 
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here, is, that in what he there maintains, not only against all 
the Fathers, and all the churches, but against all mankind, 
and their unanimous consent,—namely, that there is no such 
thing as freewill, he is abandoned, as will be seen, by all 
his disciples, and that even in the Confession of Augsburg ; 
which shows to what excess his rashness was carried, since 
he treated with such outrageous contempt all churches and 
Fathers, in a point where he was so manifestly in error. The 
praises which these holy doctors have, with one voice, be¬ 
stowed on chastity, rather disgust than move him. St. 
Jerome is not to be endured for recommending it. He pro¬ 
nounces that all the holy Fathers, together with him, would 
have done much better, if they had married. In other mat¬ 
ters he is not less extravagant. In a word, Fathers, Popes, 
councils, general and particular, in everything and every¬ 
where, are esteemed nothing by him, unless they concur in 
his sentiments. He disposes of them in a moment, by 
quoting Scripture, interpreted in his own way, as if, before 
his time, men had been ignorant of Scripture; or the 
Fathers, who so religiously kept and studied it, sought not, 
but neglected, its true sense. 

33 .—His buffoonery and extravagances . 

To such a degree of extravagance did Luther now arrive: 
from that excessive modesty he professed at first, he passed 
to this extreme. What shall I say of his buffooneries, no 
less scandalous than degrading, with which he stuffed his 
writings ? Let but one of his most partial disciples take the 
trouble to read that one discourse he composed against the 
Papacy, in the time of Paul III., certain I am he would blush 
for Luther, He will there find throughout the whole, I do not 
say so much fury and transport, but such wretched puns, 
such low jests, and such filthiness, and that of the lowest 
kind, as is not heard but from the mouths of the most despi¬ 
cable of mankind. “ The Pope,” says he, “ is so full of 
devils, that he spits and blows them from his nose.” Let us 
not finish what Luther was not ashamed to repeat thirty 
times. Is this the language of a reformer ? But the Pope 
was in question : at that name alone he fell into all his fury, 
and he was no longer master of himself. But may I venture 
to relate what follows in this foolish invective ? It must be 
done, though abhorrent to my feelings, that it may appear, 
for once, into what paroxysm of fury the chief of this new 
reformation fell. I will, then, force myself to transcribe 
these words, addressed by him to the Pope: — “My little 
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Paul, my little Pope, my little ass, walk gently: ’tis 
freezing ; thou wilt break a leg; thou wilt befoul thy¬ 
self; and they will cry out, O the devil ! how the little 
ass of a Pope has befouled himself # ! ” Pardon me, Ca¬ 
tholic readers, for repeating these irreverences. Pardon 
me, too, ye Lutherans, and reap at least the advantage of 
your own confusion. But after these foul ideas, it is time to 
see the beautiful parts. They consist in thus playing on 
words : coelestissimus, scelestissimus ; sanctissimus, satanissi- 
mus : and it is what you find in every line. But what will 
you say of this fine figure ? “ An ass knows that he is an 

ass, a stone knows that it is a stone ; but these little asses of 
Popes do not know that they are asses *j*.” And lest the 
same should be returned upon him, he obviates the objection : 
“ And,” says he, “ the Pope cannot take me for an ass ; for 
he knows very well that, through God’s goodness, and by 
his particular grace, I am more learned in Scripture than he 
and all his asses put together J.” To proceed; here the 
style begins to rise: a Were I a sovereign of the empire, 
[where will this fine beginning lead him ?] I would make 
but one bundle of both pope and cardinals, and place them 
altogether in the little ditch of the Tuscan sea; this bath 
would cure them, I pass my word for it, and give Jesus 
Christ for security §.” Is not the sacred name of Jesus 
Christ brought in here much to the purpose ? Enough is 
said ; let us be silent, and tremble under the dreadful judg¬ 
ments of God, who, in punishment of our pride, has per¬ 
mitted that such gross intemperance of passion should have 
so powerfully swayed to seduction and error. 

34.— Sedition and violence . 

I say nothing of seditions and plunderings, the first fruits 
of the preachings of this new evangelist. These served but 
to foment his vanity. The gospel, said he, and his disciples 
after him, has always caused disturbances, and blood is 
necessary for its establishment ||. Calvin defends himself the 
same way. Jesus Christ, all of them cried out, came to 
send a sword into the midst of the worldly. Blind! not to 
perceive, or unwilling to learn, what sword was sent by 
Jesus Christ, and what blood was shed on his account. True 
it is, the wolves, in the midst of whom Christ sent his dis¬ 
ciples, were to spill the blood of his innocent sheep ; but did 
he say the sheep should cease to be sheep—should form sedi- 

* Papapismus. t Ibid. X Adv. Papism., p. 474. 
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tious confederacies, and, in their turn, spill the blood of the 
wolves ? The sword of persecutors was drawn against his 
faithful; but did they draw the sword,—I do not say to 
assault their persecutors,—but to defend themselves against 
their onsets ? In a word, seditions were raised against the 
disciples of Jesus Christ; but the disciples of Jesus Christ, 
during three hundred years of an unmerciful persecution, 
never so much as raised one. The gospel rendered them 
modest, peaceable, submissive to the lawful powers, even 
though these powers were hostile to the faith; and 
filled them with true zeal — not that bitter zeal which 
opposes sourness to sourness, arms to arms, violence to vio¬ 
lence. Supposing, then, if they please, Catholics to be 
unjust in persecuting ; those who gave themselves out for 
reformers, on the model of the church apostolic, ought to 
have begun their reformation with an invincible patience : 
but, on the contrary, said Erasmus, who witnessed the birth 
of their beginning, “ I behold them coming out from their 
sermons, with fierce looks and threatening countenances, like 
men that just came from hearing bloody invectives and sedi¬ 
tious speeches.” Accordingly, we find u these evangelical 
people always ready to rise in arms, and equally as good at 
fighting as disputing Perhaps the ministers may grant 
us, that the Jewish and the idol priests gave room for as 
bitter satires as those of the church of Rome, however 
hideous they may represent them to have been. When did 
it ever happen that St. Paul’s new converts, on their return 
from hearing his sermons, fell to pillaging the houses of 
these sacrilegious priests, as the auditors of Luther and his 
disciples have been known to do so frequently at their sepa¬ 
ration, promiscuously flying to the plunder of all ecclesias¬ 
tics, without distinction of good or bad? What do I say of 
idol priests ? The very idols themselves were spared, in 
some measure, by the Christians. When did it happen at 
Ephesus or Corinth, when they absconded, after St. Paul’s 
or the apostles’ preaching, that they overthrew so much as 
one of them ? On the contrary, the town-secretary of 
Ephesus bears witness to his fellow-citizens, that St. Paul 
and his companions “ did not blaspheme against their 
goddess f ; ” namely, that they spoke against false deities, 
without raising disturbances, or breaking the public peace. 
Yet I cannot but believe the idols of Jupiter and Venus 
were full as odious as the images of Jesus Christ, of his 
blessed mother, and his saints, which our reformers trampled 
under foot. 

* Lib.xix. 113, 24,31,47. p.2053,&c, 
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BOOK II. 


[From the year 1520 to 1529.] 


A brief Summary.—Luther’s variations on Transubstantia- 
tion.—Carlostaclius begins the Sacramentarian contest.— 
The circumstances of this rupture.—The Boors revolt; the 
part Luther acts.—His Marriage, of which himself and his 
friends are ashamed.—The extremes into which he runs on 
Free Will, and against Henry VIII., king of England.— 
Zuinglius and iEcolampadius appear.—The Sacramenta- 
rians prefer the Catholic to the Lutheran doctrine.—The 
Lutherans take up arms, contrary to all their promises.— 
Melancthon is afflicted at it.—They unite themselves under 
the name of Protestants.—Fruitless projects of agreement 
between Luther and the Zuinglians.—Conference of Mar- 
purg. 


1.— The Book of the Captivity of Babylon .— Luther's Senti¬ 
ments concerning the Eucharist , and his great desire of 
destroying the reality . 

The first treatise, in which Luther fully discovered himself, 
was that he composed in 1520, of the captivity of Babylon. 
In it he loudly exclaimed against the church of Rome, which 
had but just condemned him ; and amongst the dogmata, 
whose foundations he aimed to destroy, one of the first was 
transubstantiation. He would most willingly have under¬ 
mined the real presence, had he been able ; and every one 
knows what he himself declares in his letter to those of 
Strasburgh, where he writes, that <c it would have been a 
great pleasure to him, had some good means been afforded 
him of denying it, because nothing could have been more 
agreeable to the design he had in hand of prejudicing the 
Papacy*.” But God sets hidden boundaries to the most vio¬ 
lent minds, and permits not innovators to afflict his church 
equally with their desires. Luther was irrecoverably struck 
with the force and simplicity of these words— 66 This is my 
body, this is my blood : this body given for yon, this blood 

* Ep. ad Argentin. t. vii. f. 501. 
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of the New Testament, this blood shed for you, and for the 
remission of your sins'*for thus ought these words of our 
Lord to be translated, in order to give them their full 
force. The church had believed without difficulty, that 
Jesus Christ, to consummate his sacrifice and the figures of 
the old law, had given us his proper flesh sacrificed for us. 
She judged the same of the blood shed for our sins. Accus¬ 
tomed from her infancy to mysteries incomprehensible, and 
to ineffable tokens of the divine love, the impenetrable mi¬ 
racles included in the literal sense had not shocked her faith ; 
nor could Luther ever persuade himself, either that Jesus 
Christ would have obscured, on set purpose, the institution 
of his sacrament, or that simple words were susceptible of 
such violent figures, or could possibly have any other sense 
than that which naturally entered into the minds of all 
Christians in the east and £he west; insomuch, that they never 
could be diverted from it, either by the sublimity of the 
mystery, or the subtilties of Berengarius and Wickliff. 

2.— The change of Substance attacked by Luther , and his 
gross way of explaining it. 

He was determined, however, to mix with it something of 
his own. All those who, to his time, had well or ill ex¬ 
plained the words of Jesus Christ, had acknowledged they 
wrought some sort of change in the sacred gifts. Those 
that would have the body there in a figure only, said that 
our Saviour’s words wrought a change which was purely 
mystical, so that the consecrated bread became the sign of 
the body. Those that maintained the literal sense, with a 
real presence, by an opposite reason, admitted accordingly an 
effectual change. For which reason, the reality, together with 
the change of substance, had naturally insinuated itself into 
the minds of men; and all Christian churches, in spite of 
whatever sense could oppose, had come into a belief so just 
and so simple. Luther, however, would not be directed by 
such a rule. “ I believe,” says he, “ with Wickliff, that 
the bread remains; and with the Sophists (so he called our 
divines), I believe the body is there f.” He explained his 
doctrine in several ways, which, for the most part, were 
very gross. One time he said the body was with the bread, 
as fire is with red-hot iron. At other times he added these 
expressions, “ that the body was in the bread, and under 
the bread, as wine is in and under the vessel f —from this 

* Matt. xxvi. 28. Luke xxii. 19, 20. 1 Cor. xi. 24. f De Capt. Cab. t. ii, 
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the celebrated propositions in, sub, cum; importing that the 
body is in the bread, under the bread, and with the bread. 
But Luther was very sensible that these words, “ This is 
my body,” required something more than placing the body 
in this, or with this, or under this; and to explain “ This is,” 
he thought himself obliged to say that these words—“ This 
is my body,” imported,— this bread is substantially and pro¬ 
perly my body: a thing unheard of, and embarrassed with 
insuperable difficulties. 

3, —Jmpanation asserted by some Lutherans—rejected by 

others . 

However, in order to surmount them, some of Luther’s 
disciples maintained, that the bread was made the body of 
our Lord, and the wine his precious blood, as the Divine 
Word was made man: so that, in -the Eucharist, a true im- 
panation was made, as in the Virgin’s womb a true incar¬ 
nation. This opinion, which had appeared at the time of 
Berengarius, was renewed by Osiander, one of the principal 
Lutherans;—a thing unintelligible to man. Every person 
saw, that for bread to be the body of our Lord, and wine his 
blood, as the divine Word is man, by that kind of union which 
divines call personal or hy postatic, how necessary it was that, 
as man is the person, the body should also be the person, and 
the blood likewise; which destroys the very principles of rea¬ 
soning and of language. The human body is part of the person, 
but not itself the person, nor the whole, nor, as they speak 
in schools, the suppositum. The blood is still less so; and 
this is in no respect the case when personal union can find 
admittance. Every one is not learned enough rightly to 
employ the term hypostatic union: but when it is once 
explained, every person must perceive to what it can be 
applied. So Osiander was left to defend alone his impa- 
nation and invination, and to say as much as he pleased, 
This bread is God; for he went to that excess # . But so 
strange an opinion required not refutation: it fell of itself 
by its own absurdity; nor was it approved by Luther. 

4. — Luther's variatio7is on Transubstantiation — a 7iew way 

of deciding in matters of faith. 

Yet what he himself said led the direct way to it. No one 
could conceive how bread, remaining bread, could be at the 
same time the true body of our Lord, as he asserted, without 

* Mel. lib. ii. Ep. 447. 
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admitting, between both, this hypostatic union rejected by 
him. But he was resolute in rejecting it; and yet united 
both substances, even so far as to say one was the other. 

At first, however, he spoke but doubtfully of the change 
of substance; and though he preferred the opinion which 
retains the bread, to that which changes it into the body, 
the matter seemed but trivial to him. “ I permit,” says he, 
“ both one and the other opinion; the scruple is the only 
thing I takeaway**.” Such was the decision of this new 
pope; transubstantiation and consubstantiation were alike 
indifferent to him. In another place, having been upbraided 
with making the bread remain in the Eucharist, he owns as 
much: but, adds he, “ I do not condemn the contrary opi¬ 
nion ; I only say it is not an article of faith f.” But in the 
answer he made to Henry VIII., King of England, who 
refuted his Captivity, he soon advanced much further. “ I 
had taught,” says he, u it was a matter of no importance 
whether, in the sacrament, bread remained or not: but now 
I transubstantiate my opinion; I say it is an impiety and a 
blasphemy to hold that the bread is transubstantiated;” 
and he carries his condemnation to an anathema £. The 
motive which he alleges for this change is remarkable. This 
is what he writes in his book to the Vaudois : “ True it 
is, I believe it an error to say the bread does not remain, 
although this error hath hitherto appeared to me of light 
importance; but now that we are too much pressed to 
admit this error without the authority of Scripture, to spite 
the Papists, I am determined to believe that the bread and 
wine remain.” This is what drew on Catholics the anathema 
of Luther. Such were his sentiments in 1523. We shall 
see whether he will persist hereafter in them; but it may 
not be amiss to observe, even in this place, that a letter is 
produced by Hospinian, in which Melancthon accuses his 
master of allowing transubstantiation to certain churches in 
Italy, to whom he had written on that subject. The date of 
this letter is in 1534, twelve years after he had answered the 
King of England. 


5 .—Strange flights of passion in the books against 
Henry VIII ., King of England. 

Now his transports of passion against this prince were so 
violent, that the Lutherans themselves were ashamed of 

* De Cap. Dabyl, t. ii. f. G6. + Resp. ad art. extract, ibid. 172. 
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them. There was nothing but atrocious contumelies, and 
outrageously giving him the lie in every page—“ He was a 
fool, an idiot, the most brutal of all swine and asses*. 5 ’ 
Sometimes he addresses him in this terrible manner: 66 Be- 
ginnest thou to blush, Henry?—no longer king, but sacri¬ 
legious wretch !’ 5 His beloved disciple, Melancthon, durst 
not reprove, and knew not how to excuse him. Some even 
of his own disciples were scandalized at the outrageous con¬ 
tempt with which he treated all that the universe had 
esteemed most grand, and at his capricious manner of de¬ 
ciding in controversies in faith. To define one way, and 
then all on a sudden, the very opposite, merely in despite 
of the Papists, was too visibly abusing the authority which 
was given him, and insulting, as wc may say, the credulity 
of mankind. But he was complete master in his own party, 
and they dared not disapprove whatever he said. 

6 .—A Letter of Erasmus to Melancthon concerning Luther's 

transports• 

Erasmus, astonished at the extravagance of passion which 
he had endeavoured in vain to moderate by his advice, in a 
letter to his friend Melancthon explains the causes of it :— 
Ct What shocks me most in Luther is, 55 says he, 44 that what¬ 
ever he takes in hand to maintain he carries to extremity and 
excess. Warned of his excesses, so far from moderating 
them, lie runs on more headstrong ; and seems to have no 
other design than to proceed to still greater intemperance. 
By his writings (adds he) I know the man’s temper as much 
as if I had lived with him—a fiery and impetuous spirit. 
You see an Achilles, whose warmth is invincible, through the 
whole tenour of them. You are no stranger to the artifices 
of the Enemy of mankind. Add to this, so great success, so 
declared an approbation, so universal applause of his au¬ 
dience,— against such allurements a modest mind would 
scarce stand uncorruptL” Although Erasmus never left the 
communion of the church, yet he maintained amid these dis¬ 
putes of religion a particular character, which makes Pro¬ 
testants give him credit for those facts of which he was 
witness. But it is on other grounds most certain, that 
Luther, elated with the victory which he thought he had 
already gained over the power of Rome, no longer kept him¬ 
self within bounds. 

* Cont. Reg. Ang. 333. 
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7.— Division amongst the 'pretended Gospellers—Carlosiadius 
attacks Luther and the reality. 

Strange ! that he and his party should have looked upon 
the prodigious number of their followers, as they all did, for a 
mark of divine favour, without reflecting that St. Paul had 
foretold of heretics and seducers, that “ their speech spread- 
eth like a cancer*,” that cf they grow worse and worse, 
erring and driving into errorf.” But the same St. Paul says 
also, that their progress is limited, “ they shall proceed no 
farther J.” The unhappy conquests of Luther were checked 
by the division which broke out among these new reformers. 
It has been long since said, that the disciples of innovators 
believe they have a right to innovate after the example of 
their masters §; the leaders of rebels meet with rebels as 
rash as themselves. But without more reflections, to speak 
the simple fact, Carlostadius, whom Luther had so much 
commended ||, however unworthy he may have been, and 
whom he called his venerable preceptor in Jesus Christ, 
found himself able to oppose him. Luther had attacked the 
change of substance in the Eucharist,—Carlostadius attacked 
the reality, which Luther had not dared to undertake. 

Carlostadius, if we believe the Lutherans, was a brutal, 
ignorant person, yet artful and turbulent ; void of piety, 
without humanity, and rather a Jew than a Christian. This 
is what Melancthon, a man moderate and naturally sincere, 
says of him. But without citing the Lutherans in particular, 
his friends as well as enemies are agreed he was the most 
restless and impertinent of men. No more proof of his igno¬ 
rance is necessary than the exposition he gave of the Eucha¬ 
ristic institution, where he maintained that, by these words, 
u This is my body,” Jesus Christ, without any regard to what 
he gave, meant no more than to show himself seated at table, 
as he then was with his disciples;—so ridiculous a conceit, that 
one has a difficulty to believe it ever entered into the mind 
of man 

8 .— Origin of the contests between Luther and Carlostadius. 

— Luther's pride. 

Before he had given this monstrous interj>retation, two 
great contests had already happened between him and 

* 2 Tim. ii. 17. f Ibid. iii. 13. + Ibid. iii. 0. 
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Luther. For ill 1521, whilst Luther lay concealed for fear 
of Charles V., who had put him under the ban of the empire, 
Carlostadius had thrown down images, taken away the eleva¬ 
tion of.the blessed sacrament, and even low masses, and set 
up communion under both kinds in the church of Wittem 
berg, where Lutheranism began. Luther did not so much 
disapprove of those changes, but rather judged them as done 
in an improper time, and in themselves unnecessary. But 
what provoked him the most, as he shows plainly in the letter 
he wrote on the subject, was, that Carlostadius had despised 
his authority # , and would have set himself up for a new 
doctor. Remarkable are the sermons he made on this occa¬ 
sion ; for, without naming Carlostadius, he reproached the 
authors of these enterprises, that they had acted without 
mission, as if his own had been more valid. 44 Easily/’ said 
he, 44 could I defend them before the Pope, but I know not 
how to justify them before the devil, when this evil spirit 
shall, at the hour of death, oppose against them these words 
of Scripture, 4 Every plant that my father hath not planted 
shall be rooted up/ and again, 4 They did run, and it was 
not I that sent them. 5. What will they answer then? They 
shall be cast down into hell.” 

9.— Luther's sermon , wherein to spite Carlostadius and those 
who folloioed him , he threatens to retreat and re-establish 
the mass.—His extravagances in boasting of his pov:er . 

Thus spoke Luther whilst he yet lay concealed. But 
coming forth from his Patmos (for so he called the place of 
his retreat), he made a quite different sermon in the church 
of Wittemberg. He there undertook to prove that hands 
ought not to be employed in the reforming of abuses, but 
the Word alone. 44 It was the word,” said he, u whilst I 
slept quietly, and drank my beer with my dear Melanethon 
and Arnsdorf, that gave the Papacy such a shock as never 
was given by prince or emperor. Had I been inclined (he 
proceeds) to have done things in a tumultuary way, all Ger¬ 
many should have swam in blood ; and when at Worms, I 
could have put things into such a state that the emperor 
himself had not been safe in itf.” This is what history had 
not informed us of. But people once prejudiced believed 
every thing ; and so sensible was Luther of his being master, 
that he had courage to tell them in full audience, 44 more- 

* Ep.Luth.ad Gasp. Gustol. 1522. 
f Serin, quid Christiano praestandum, t. vii. f. 273. 
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over, if you pretend to continue doing things by these com¬ 
mon deliberations, I will unsay, without hesitation, all that 
I have written or taught. I will make my recantation, and 
leave you. Remember, I have said it; and, after all, what 
hurt will the popish mass do you ?” One thinks himself in a 
dream when'he reads these things in the writings of Luther 
printed at Wittemberg ; you return to the beginning of the 
volume to see if there be no mistake, and say in astonish¬ 
ment,—What is this new gospel ? Could such a one as this 
pass for a reformer ? Will men never open their eyes? Is it, 
therefore, so difficult a thing for man to confess his error ? 


10 .—Luther decides in the most important matters from 
spite .— The elevation ; two kinds. 

Carlostadius, on his side, did not remain quiet, but, pro¬ 
voked at being so warmly treated, laboured to combat the 
real presence, as much to attack Luther as from any other 
motive. Luther also, though he had thoughts of laying 
aside the elevation of the host, yet retained it out of spite to 
Carlostadius, as he himself declares, “and lest,” proceeds he, 
“ it might seem we had learned something from the devil*.” 

He spoke not more moderately of communion under both 
kinds, which the same Carlostadius had introduced by his 
private authority. Luther, at that time, held it for a thing 
quite indifferent. In the letter he wrote on the reformation 
of Carlostadius, he reproaches him “ with having placed 
Christianity in things of no account,—communicatingunder 
both kinds, taking the sacrament into the hand, abolishing 
confession, and burning imagesAnd again, in 1523, he 
says in the formulary of the mass, “ If a council did ordain 
or permit both kinds, in spite of the council we would take 
but one, or take neither one or the other, and would curse 
those who should take both, in virtue of this ordinance f.” 
Behold what was called Christian liberty in the new reforma¬ 
tion ! Such was the modesty and humility of these new 
Christians ! 


11 .—How the war was declared between Luther and Carlo¬ 
stadius . 

Carlostadius being driven from Wittemberg, was obliged to 
retire to Orlemond, a town of Thuringia, subject to the 


* Luth. par Confess. Hospin. part ii. f. 188. 
f Epist. ad Gasp. Gustol. ;j; Form. Miss, t. ii. 384, 3SG, 
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Elector of Saxony. At this time all Germany was in a flame. 
The boors, revolting against their lords, had taken up arms, 
and implored the aid of Luther. Besides their following his 
doctrine, it was supposed that his book of Christian liberty 
had not a little contributed to inspire them with rebellion, 
by that bold manner with which he spoke against laws and 
legislators*. For, though he defended himself by saying? 
that he meant not to speak of magistrates, or of civil laws, it 
was, however, true that he made no distinction between se¬ 
cular and spiritual powers ; and to pronounce in general, as 
he did, that a Christian was not subject to any man, was, till 
the interpretation came, nourishing the spirit of insubordina¬ 
tion in the people, and giving dangerous views to their 
leaders. Add to this, that to despise the powers supported 
by the majesty of religion, is to leave others destitute of 
support. The Anabaptists, another shoot of the doctrine 
of Luther, who were formed by pushing his maxims to 
their greatest extent, mixed in the tumult of the boors, and 
began to turn their sacrilegious inspirations to manifest rebel¬ 
lion. Carlostadius was infected with these novelties, at 
least Luther accuses him of it; and true it is, he held a great 
intimacy with the Anabaptists, murmuring continually with 
them, as well against the Elector as against Luther, whom 
lie called a flatterer of the Pope, chiefly on account of what 
little lie had preserved of the mass and real presencef ; for 
the contest was, who should most condemn the church of 
Rome, and depart furthest from the doctrine. These dis¬ 
putes having raised great commotions at Orlemond, Luther 
was sent there by the prince to appease the tumult. In his 
way he preached at Jena, in the presence of Carlostadius, 
whom lie failed not to charge with sedition. From this began 
the rupture. The memorable account of which I shall re¬ 
late exactly as it is found in the works of Luther, as it is 
acknowledged by the Lutherans, and as Protestant historians 
have delivered itj. The sermon of Luther being over, 
Carlostadius went and visited him at the Black Bear, where 
lie lodged, a place famous in this history for giving birth to 
the Sacramentarian war between the new-reformed. There, 
amongst other discourses, Carlostadius having excused him¬ 
self in the best manner he was able as to sedition, he 
declares to Luther he could not bear his opinion of the real 
presence. Luther, with a disdainful air, defies him to write 
against him, promising him, at the same time, a florin of gold if 

* De Libert. Christ. t. ii. f. 10,11. t Sicilian, lib. v. xvii. 
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lie would undertake it. The money is produced. Carlosta- 
dius puts it into his pocket. They shake hands mutually, 
promising each other fair play-. Luther drinks to the health of 
Carlostadius, and to the success of the fine work he was about 
to publish. Carlostadius pledges him in a bumper ; and thus 
was the war declared, German-like, the twenty-second of Au¬ 
gust, 1524. The parting of the champions was as remarkable. 
“ May I see thee broken on a wheel !” says one; 66 Mayest thou 
break thy neck before thou leavest town !” says the other*. 
The entry of Luther had not been less extraordinary : for 
upon his arrival at Orlemond, Carlostadius had ordered it so, 
that he was received with great vollies of stones, and almost 
smothered with dirt.” Such is the new gospel! Such the 
acts of the new apostles 1 

12. — The wars of the Anabaptists , and that of the revolted 
peasants. —The share that Luther had in these revolts. 

Soon after occurred more bloody battles, but, perhaps, not 
more dangerous. The revolted peasants had met together to 
the number of forty thousand. The Anabaptists rose in arms 
with unheard of fury. Luther, called upon by the peasants 
to j^ronounce upon the claims they had against their lords, 
acted a very strange part. On one hand, he wrote to the 
peasants, that God had forbid sedition. On the other hand, 
he wrote to the lords, that they exercised such a tyranny “ as 
the people could not, would not, ought not toenduref.” By 
these last words, he rendered back to sedition those arms 
which he seemed to have taken from it. A third letter, 
written in common to both sides, laid the fault on both, and 
denounced the dreadful judgments of God against them, 
should they not dispose matters amicably. Here his weak¬ 
ness was blamed. Soon after, occasion was given of re¬ 
proaching him with intolerable cruelty. He imblished a 
fourth letter, exciting the princes, powerfully armed, “ to 
exterminate, without pity, those miserable wretches who had 
not followed his advice, and to spare those only who should 
voluntarily lay down their arms as if a seduced and van¬ 
quished populace were not a fit object of compassion, but ought 
to be treated with as much rigour as the heads that misled them. 
But Luther would have it so ; and when he saw so cruel a 
sentiment was condemned, incapable of owning himself ever 
in the wrong, he made a book expressly to prove that truly 
“ no mercy at all ought to be showed rebels, nor were even 
those to be forgiven, whom the multitude had drawn by force 
* Epist.Luth. ad Argent, t. yii. f. 502. t Sleid. lib. v. Ibid. 75. 
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into any seditious action*.” Then were seen those famous 
battles which cost Germany so much blood. Such was its 
state when the Sacramentarian dispute added new fuel to 
the flames. 

13.— The Marriage of Luther, ivhich had been preceded by 
that of Carlostadius . 

Carlostadius, who began it, had already introduced a novelty 
singularly scandalous ; for he was the first priest of any re¬ 
putation that took a wife; and this example was attended 
with surprising effects in the sacerdotal order, and in the 
monasteries. Carlostadius was not as yet at variance with 
Luther. The marriage of this old priest was laughed at, even 
among the party; but Luther, who earnestly desired to do 
the same, uttered not a word. He was fallen in love with a 
nun of quality, and singular beauty, whom he had taken out 
of her convent. It was a maxim of the new reformation, that 
vows were a Jewish practice, and none of them less obligatory 
than that of chastity. The Elector Frederick suffered 
Luther to speak after this manner, but could not bear that he 
should reduce these opinions to practice. He had nothing 
but contempt for those priests and religious who married, 
contrary to the canons, and that discipline which had been 
revered so many ages. Therefore, not to lose his credit with 
that prince, Luther was obliged to have patience during the 
prince’s life; but he was no sooner dead than Luther married 
his nun. This marriage happened in 1525, that is, in the 
height of the civil wars of Germany; at which time the 
Sacramentarian disputes were inflamed to the utmost violence. 
Luther was then forty-five years old ; and this man, who, 
under the shelter of religious discipline, had passed his whole 
youth blameless in continency, in so advanced an age, and 
whilst he was hailed throughout the universe as the restorer 
of the Gospel, blushed not to abandon so perfect a stale of 
life, and look behind him. Sleidan passes lightly over this 
fact. c£ Luther,” says he, “ married a nun, and thereby gave 
room for fresh accusations from his adversaries, who called 
him madman, and slave of Satanf ;" but he does not disclose 
the whole secret: nor were they only Luther’s adversaries 
who blamed his marriage ; he himself was ashamed of it ; his 
disciples, the most devoted to him, were surprised at it; and 
all this we learn from a curious letter of Melancthon to his 
intimate friend, the learned Camerarius. 

* Sleid, lib. x. p. 77. f Sleid. lib. v. p. 77. 
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14 .—A remarkable Letter of Melancthon to Camerarius on 
Luther's marriage . 

It is written all in Greek, for so they corresponded on secret 
matters. He informs him, that cc Luther, when least expected, 
had taken Boren to wife (this was the nun’s name), without 
the least intimation of it to his friends : but that, one evening, 
having invited Pomeranus the minister to supper, together 
with a painter and a lawyer, he had the usual ceremonies 
performed; that it was astonishing to see that at so miserable 
a time, when good men had so much to suffer, he could not 
command himself so as to compassionate, at least, their mis¬ 
fortunes; but on the contrary, seemed so regardless of the 
miseries that threatened them, as to suffer his reputation to 
be weakened, even at a time when Germany stood most in 
need of his prudence and authority.” Then he relates to his 
friend the causes of this marriage : “that he very well knows 
Luther was no enemy to human nature, and that natural ne¬ 
cessity, he really believes, was what engaged him in this 
marriage ; therefore, he ought not to wonder that Luther’s 
magnanimity should thus be mollified; that this manner of life 
is low and common, but holy: and after all, the scripture 
allows marriage as honourable ; in the main, there is no crime 
in it ; and if more than this be laid to Luther’s charge, it is a 
manifest calumny.” This he says on account of a rumour 
which had spread of the nun’s being with child, and ready to 
lie in when Luther married her, which proved false. Me¬ 
lancthon was therefore in the right to justify his master on 
this head. He adds, Ci that all that can be blamed in this 
action of his, is the unseasonable time in which he did so unex¬ 
pected a thing, and the pleasure he thereby gave his enemies, 
who only seek to accuse him. In conclusion, he beholds him 
full of trouble and vexation for this change, and does what he 
can to comfort him.” 

It is plain enough how much Luther was ashamed of and 
concerned at his marriage, and how greatly Melancthon was 
struck, notwithstanding all the respect he had for him. 
What he adds in the conclusion, intimates, likewise, how 
much he believed Camerarius would be affected, since he says 
he was desirous of preventing him, “ lest through his zeal for 
the continuation of Luther’s glory, always untarnished and 
reproachless, he should give himself over to too much trouble 
and dejection at this surprising news.” 

They had at first regarded Luther as a man superior to all 
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ordinary weaknesses. That which he evinced by this 
scandalous marriage dejected them. But Melancthon com¬ 
forts his friend and himself as well as he is able, by reason 
that 64 there may, perhaps, be something in it that is hidden 
and divine; that he has certain marks of Luther’s piety; and 
some humiliations befalling them may turn to good, there 
being so much danger in elevated stations, not only for the 
ministers of holy things, but for all mankind in general; and 
after all, the greatest saints of antiquity had their failings ; 
and, lastly, that we ought to embrace the word of God for 
its own sake, not for the merits of those who preach it, there 
being nothing more unjust than to blame the doctrine for the 
faults into which its teachers fall. 55 

Doubtless, the maxim is good ; but they ought not to have 
laid much stress on personal defects—not built so much on 
Luther, whom, however presumptuous, they experienced to 
be so weak ; nor, lastly, have boasted to us so much of their 
reformation, as the marvellous work of God’s hand, seeing 
the chief instrument of this wondrous work was a man, not 
only so vulgar, but swayed by such violent passions. 

15 .—A notable diminution of Luther's authority . 

It may easily be judged from the conjuncture of affairs, that 
the unseasonableness of time at which Melancthon is so much 
disturbed, and that unfortunate diminution of Luther’s glory, 
which he is troubled should happen then when most required, 
regarded, it is true, those horrible disasters, by which Luther 
foreboded the ruin of Germany; but more especially bore a 
relation to the Sacramentarian dispute, which Melancthon 
well knew would weaken the authority of his master. And, 
indeed, Luther was not believed innocent of the disturbances 
of Germany, as they originated with those who followed his 
gospel, and appeared animated by his writings ; besides, we 
have seen that, at the commencement, he had as much encou¬ 
raged as restrained these rebel peasants. The Sacramentarian 
contest also was esteemed the effect of his doctrine. Catholics 
reproached him that, by exciting so great a contempt for 
church authority; and shaking this foundation, he brought 
every thing into question. tC See,” said they, “ what it is to 
place the authority of deciding in the hands of every private 
person ; to have given the scripture for so plain and easy, 
that, to understand it, no more is necessary than to read it, 
without consulting church or antiquity.” All these things 
grievously troubled Melancthon ; he, that was naturally a 
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man of discernment, saw a division rising in the midst of 
the reformation, which not only rendered it odious, but 
enkindled in it an endless war. 

1G.— A dispute on Free Will between Erasmus and Luther .— 
Melancthon bewails the transports of Luther . 

Other things happened at the same time, which gave him 
great anxiety. The dispute about free will had grown warm 
between Erasmus and Luther. Erasmus was held in great 
esteem throughout all Europe, though he had many enemies 
on all sides. At the beginning of these troubles, Luther used 
all his efforts to gain him, and wrote to him in such respectful 
terms as approximated even to meanness*. At first Erasmus 
favoured him, yet not to such an extent as to leave the 
church. When he saw the schism manifestly declared, he 
abandoned him entirely, and wrote against him with great 
temper. But Luther, instead of imitating him, published so 
acrimonious a reply, as induced Melancthon to say, I wish 
to God Luther had been silent. I had hopes that old age 
would have rendered him more mild ; and I see that, pushed 
on by his adversaries, and the disputes into which he is 
obliged to enterf, he daily grows more violent.” As if a 
a man, who called himself the reformer of the world ought 
so soon to forget his character as not to remain master of 
himself, whatever might be the provocation! 46 That tor¬ 
ments me strangely (said Melancthon) ; and if God lend not 
his helping hand, these disputes will be attended with an 
unfortunate eventf.” Erasmus, finding himself treated so 
rudely by one to whom he had been so mild, said, pleasantly 
enough, 44 I thought marriage would have tamed him and 
deplored his fate in seeing himself, notwithstanding his meek 
temper, C4 condemned, old as he was, to fight against a savage 
beast, a furious wild boar/’ 

17.— The blasphemies and audaciousness of Luther in his 
treatise on Man's Will enslaved . 

The outrageous language of Luther did not constitute his 
greatest excess in those books he wrote against Erasmus. The 
doctrine itself was horrible ; for he riot only concluded that 
free will was totally extinguished in mankind since their fall 
— a common error in the new reformation— 44 but, moreover, 
that it is impossible any other should be free but God ; that 
his presence and divine providence are the cause of all things 

* Ep. Luth. ad Erasm. inter Erasm. Ep. Lib. vi. 3. 
f Ep. Mel. lib. iv. Ep. 23. + Lib. xviii. Ep. 11, 22. 
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falling out by the unchangeable, eternal, and inevitable will 
of God, who thunder-strikes and breaks to pieces all free 
will : that the name of free will is a name which appertains 
to God alone, incompatible either with man, with angel, or 
any other creature*.” 

From these principles he was obliged to make God the 
author of crimes; nor did he conceal the thing, saying in 
express terms, that “ freewill is a vain title; that God works * 
the evil in us, as well as the good ; that the great perfection 
of faith consists in believing God to be just, although, neces¬ 
sarily, by his will, he renders us worthy of damnation, so as 
to seem to take pleasure in the torments of the wretchedf.” 

And again: “God pleases you when he crowns the unworthy; 
he ought not to displease you when he condemns the inno¬ 
cent;!; he adds for conclusion, “ that he said these things not 
by way of examination, but by way of deciding ; that he 
meant not to subject them to the decision of any person ; but 
advises the whole world to submit to them/’ 

It is not surprising that such excesses troubled the modest 
mind of Melancthon ; not that he himself, at the commence¬ 
ment, had not approved these prodigies of doctrine, having 
himself said with Luther, “that God’s foreknowledge ren¬ 
ders free will absolutely impossible; and that God was not 
less the cause of the treason of Judas, than of the conversion of 
St. Paul.” But besides that he had been drawn into these 
opinions, rather by the authority of Luther, than his own 
choice, nothing was more opposed to his character than such 
opinions, established in so violent a manner, and he knew not 
where he was, when he witnessed the transports of his master. 

18 . — New transports against the King of England.—Luther 
boasts of his own meekness . 

He saw them redoubled at the same time against the king of 
England. Luther, who had conceived a somewhat good opi¬ 
nion of this prince, because of his mistress Anne Boleyn, who 
was favourable enough to Lutheranism, had so far relented as 
to make excuses to him for his violence at first$. The king’s 
answer was not such as he expected. Henry VIII. reproached 
him with the levity of his temper, the errors of his doctrine, his 
scandalous and shameful marriage. Then Luther, who never 
humbled himself except to induce others to crouch to him, and 
never foiled to attack those who did not do so immediately, 

* De Serv. arb. t. ii, 42 G, 429, 431, 435. f Ibid. f. 444. 
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answered the king, “That he was sorry for having treated him 
so mildly; that he did it at the request of his friends, in hopes 
such sweetness might be serviceable to this prince ; with the 
same view he had formerly written to the Legate Cajetan, 
to George Duke of Saxony, and to Erasmus, but he found 
it succeeded badly ; for which reason he should not be guilty 
of the like fault for the future*.” 

Amidst all these excesses, he even boasted of his extreme 
meekness. “ For, relying on the ever firm support of his 
learning, he yielded not in pride either to emperor, or king, 
or prince, or Satan, or the whole universe ; but if the king 
would lay aside his majesty, to treat more freely with him, 
he should find that he would conduct himself humbly and 
meekly to the most inferior persons ; a true sheep in simpli¬ 
city, that could believe no evil of any onet.” 

19 .—Zuinglius and (Ecolampadius undertake the defence of 
Carlostadius .— Who Zuinglius was: his doctrine on the 
salvation of heathens . 

What could Melancthon think, in his own temper the most 
peaceable of men, when he saw the outrageous pen of Luther 
raise up so many enemies abroad, whilst the Saeramentarian 
contest created him so many formidable ones at home ? 

And indeed, at this time, the best pens of the party were 
directed against him. Carlostadius had found such defenders 
as placed him above the reach of contempt. Eagerly at¬ 
tacked by Luther, and driven from Saxony, he had retired to 
Switzerland, where Zuinglius and CEcolampadius took up his 
defence. Zuinglius, minister of Zurich, had begun to disturb 
the church, on account of indulgences, as well as Luther, 
but some years after him. He was a daring man, whose 
fire surpassed his learning;—in language, clear and intelli¬ 
gible ; nor excelled by any of the pretended reformers, in a 
precise, uniform, and coherent way of expressing his thoughts; 
nor, indeed, did any carry them to a greater length, or with 
more presumption. 

As the character of his genius will be better known by his 
own sentiments than my words, I shall produce a part of the 
most finished piece of his whole works: it is the “ Confession 
of Faith,” which, a little before his death, he sent to Francis 
I. There, explaining the article of life everlasting, he says 
to this prince, <c that he must hope to see the assembly of all 
men that ever have been holy, valiant, faithful, and virtuous, 

* Ad maled.Reg. Anglise, Resp. t. ii. 493, Sleid. Jib, vi. p, 80. f Ibid, 494, 49o. 
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from the beginning of the world. There you will see,” he 
proceeds, cc both Adams—the redeemed and the Redeemer. 
You will there see an Abel, an Enoch, a Noah, an Abraham, 
an Isaac, a Jacob, a Juda, a Moses, a Joshua, a Gideon, a 
Samuel, a Phineas, an Eliah, an Elisha, an Isaiah, with the 
Virgin Mother of God, whom he announced; a David, an 
Hezekiah, a Josiah, a John Baptist, a St. Peter, a St. Paul. 
You will there see Hercules, Theseus, Socrates, Aristides, 
Antigonus, Numa, Camillus, the Catos and Scipios. There 
you will see your predecessors and all your ancestors who 
have departed this world in the faith. In a word, not one 
good man, one holy spirit, one faithful soul, whom you will 
not there behold with God. What more beautiful, what more 
glorious,more agreeable, can be imagined, than such a sight* ?” 
What man had ever drearpt of thus placing Jesus Christ con¬ 
fusedly with the saints ? And in the train of patriarchs, 
prophets, apostles, and our Saviour himself, even Numa, the 
father of Roman idolatry, even Cato, who killed himself like 
a maniac, and not only so many worshippers of false divini¬ 
ties, but even the gods, the heroes whom they worshipped ? 
I cannot conceive why he did not rank amongst them Apollo, 
or Bacchus, and Jupiter himself; and if such crimes pre¬ 
vented him as poets lay to their charge, were those of Hercules 
less infamous ? This is what heaven is composed of, according 
to this head of the second party of the Reformation : this is 
what he wrote in a confession of faith, dedicated by him to 
the greatest King in Christendom; and what Bullinger, his 
successor, has given us as <c the masterpiece and last song of 
this melodious swan. 55 f And is it not astonishing that such 
as these could pass for men sent in an extraordinary manner 
by God for the reformation of his church. 

20 .—The frivolous Answer of those of Zurich in defence of 

Zuinglius . 

Luther did not spare him on [this head, but declared openly 
fC that he despaired of his salvation ; because, not satisfied with 
continuing to impugn the sacrament, he had become a heathen 
by placing impious heathens, even Scipio the Epicurean, even 
Numa, the devil’s instrument in founding idolatry among the 
Romans, in the number of blessed souls. For what does 
baptism avail us—what the other sacraments, the Scriptures, 
and Jesus Christ himself, if the impious, the idolaters, and 
the Epicureans, are saints and in bliss? And what is this 

* Christ. Fidei clara expos. 153G, p. 27. + Proof. Bulling. 
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else than teaching, that every man may be saved in his own 
faith and religion * r” 

To answer him was no easy task. Nor did they answer him 
at Zurich in any other way than by a wretched recrimination, 
accusing him also of placing amongst the faithful Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar, Naaman the Syrian, Abimelech, and many others, who, 
born out of the Covenant and race of Abraham, were how¬ 
ever saved, as Luther says, “ by a fortuitous mercy of Godf.” 
But not to defend this “ fortuitous mercy of God, 55 which 
in reality is something strange, it is one thing to have said 
with Luther, that there may have been men out of the num¬ 
ber of Israelites, who knew God; another thing, to place 
with Zuinglius in the number of blessed souls, such as wor¬ 
shipped false divinities ; and if the Zuinglians were right in 
condemning the excesses and violence of Luther, there was 
much more reason to condemn this prodigious extravagance 
of Zuinglius. For, in short, this was not one of those mis¬ 
takes into which a man may be betrayed in the heat of dis¬ 
course : he was writing a confession of faith, and intended to 
make a simple and brief exposition of the Apostles’ Creed ; 
a work that, above all others, required a mature consider¬ 
ation, exact doctrine, and a settled head. It was in the same 
strain he had before spoken of Seneca “as of a most holy 
man, in whose heart God had written the faith with his own 
hand because he had said in his letter to Lucilius “ that 
nothing was hidden from God.’ 5 Thus we have all the pla¬ 
tonic, peripatetic, stoic philosophers enrolled amongst the 
saints, and full of faith, because St. Paul acknowledges they 
had understood the invisible things of God by the visible 
works of hispower§; and what furnishes this Apostle with 
reasons to condemn them in his Epistle to the Romans, has 
justified and sanctified them, in the opinion of Zuinglius. 

21 .—The Error of Zuinglius ujoon original Sin . 

To teach such extravagances as these, a man must have no 
notion of Christian justice, or of the corruption of our nature. 
And, indeed, Zuinglius was quite a stranger to original sin. 
In that confession of faith, which he sent to Francis I., and in 
four or five treatises which he made expressly to prove the 
baptism of the little children against anabaptists, and explain 
the effect of baptism in this infant age, he does not so much 
as speak of its cancelling original sin, which, however, is 
allowed by all Christians to be the chief fruit of their bap- 

* Parv. Conf. Luth. Hosp. p. 2. 187. % f Luth. Horn, in Gen. e. iv. 20. 
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tism. He had done the same in all his other works; and 
when this omission of an effect so considerable was objected 
to him, he shows that he did so designedly, because, in his 
opinion, no sin is taken away by baptism . He carries still 
farther his rashness, when he says, 4C It is no sin, but a 
misfortune, a vice, a distemper; that nothing is weaker 
or more distant from the Scripture sense, than to say, ori¬ 
ginal sin is not only a distemper, but also a crime*.” In con¬ 
formity to these principles, he decides that men indeed are 
born 44 prone to sin from their self-love, 55 but not sinners, ex¬ 
cept improperly, by taking the penalty of sin for sin itself: and 
this “proneness to sin,” which cannot be sin, makes, according 
to him, the whole evil of our origin. In the sequel of his dis¬ 
course, it is true, he acknowledges that all men would perish, 
were it not for the grace of the Mediator, because this prone¬ 
ness to sin would not fail in time to produce it, were it not 
stopped ; and it is in this sense he acknowledges that all men 
are damned by the <c force of original sin a force which 
consists not, as we have just now seen, in making men truly 
sinners, as all Christian churches have decided against Pela- 
gius, but in making them only 44 prone to sin,” through the 
weakness of their senses and self-love, which the Pelagians 
and heathens themselves would not have denied. 

The decision of Zuinglius, on the remedy of this evil, is 
not less strange; for he maintains that it is taken away 
from all men whatever, by the grace of Jesus Christ, inde- 
•pendently of baptism : insomuch that original sin damns no 
man, not even the children of the heathens. As to those, 
though he darej3 not fix their salvation in the same degree of 
certainty with that of Christians and their children, he says 
however, that, like the rest, as long as they are incapable of 
the law, they are in the state of Innocence, alleging this text 
of St. Paul— 44 where no law is, there is no transgression 
4C Now,” proceeds this new doctor, 4C it is certain that chil¬ 
dren are weak, without experience, and ignorant of the law, 
and are not less without law than St. Paul, when he said, 4 I 
lived without the law heretofore j/ Therefore, as there is no 
law for them, neither is there any transgression of the law, 
and, by consequence, no damnation. St. Paul says, that he 
lived without the law once, but there is no age in which man 
is more in this state than his infancy; consequently, it must 
be said, with the same St. Paul, that without the law sin was 
dead in them§. 55 Just so disputed the Pelagians against the 
church. And although, as above stated, Zuinglius here speaks 

* Declar. do Pcc. Orig. f Rom, iv. 15. ;); Rom. vii, 9, $ Rom. vii, 8, 
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with greater assurance of the children of Christians than of 
others, he, however, in reality speaks of all children whatever, 
without exception. It is plain to what point his proof is 
directed ; and, certainly, since the time of Julian there never 
was a more complete Pelagian than Zuinglius. 

22.— The error of Zuinglius on Baptism . 

Nay, the Pelagians acknowledged, that baptism could at 
least give grace, and remit the sins of the adult. Zuinglius 
more rash than they, ceases not to repeat what has been 
already told of him, “ that baptism takes away no sin, and 
gives no grace.” “ It is the blood of Jesus Christ,” says he, 
“ that remits sins, therefore, it is not baptism.” Here an in¬ 
stance may be seen of that perverted zeal the reformation 
had for the glory of Jesus Christ. It is more clear than day, 
that to attribute the remission of sins to baptism, which is the 
means of taking them away established by Jesus Christ, does 
no more injury to Jesus Christ, than you offer to a painter, 
by attributing the fine colouring and the beautiful touches of 
his picture to the pencil he makes use of. But the reforma¬ 
tion carries its vain reasonings to such excess, as to imagine it 
gives glory to Jesus Christ, to destroy the efficacy of these 
instruments which he employs. And to continue so gross an 
illusion to the utmost extremity, when a hundred passages 
from the Scriptures were objected to Zuinglius, where it is 
said, that baptism saves us, that it remits our sins ; he thinks 
he has fully satisfied by answering, that baptism is here taken 
for the blood of Jesus Christ, of which it is the sign. 

23 .—Zuinglius accustomed to wrest the Scripture in every 
thing.—His contempt for antiquity , the source of his error . 

Such licentious explications make everything one wishes 
to be found in Scripture. It is not surprising that Zuinglius 
there finds that the Eucharist is not the body, but the sign of 
the body, though Christ has said, “ This is my body since 
he is able to find that baptism does not indeed give the 
remission of sins, but figures it to us as already given ; though 
the Scripture has said a hundred times, not that it figures, 
but gives it to us. It is no matter of surprise that the same 
author, to destroy the reality which incommoded him, eludes 
the force of these words, “ This is my body since to destroy 
original sin, which shocked ^him, he was able to evade these 
words ; i( all have sinned in one man,” and again, “ by the 
disobedience of one man many were made sinners*But 
* Rom. v. 12, 1 ( J. 
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still more strange is the confidence of this author in supporting 
his new interpretations against original sin, with a manifest 
contempt of all antiquity. We have seen,” says he, “ the 
ancients teach another doctrine concerning original sin: but 
in reading them it is easily perceived how obscure and embar¬ 
rassed, not to say entirely human, rather than divine, is all 
they say on that head. For my part, this long time I have not 
leisure to consult them.’’ In 1526 he composed this treatise ; 
and for many years before, he had no leisure to consult the 
ancients, nor go back to the fountain-head. Meanwhile he 
reformed the church. Why not, will our Reformers say ? And 
what had he to do with the ancients, since he possessed the 
Scriptures ? But on the contrary, here is an instance how little 
safety there is in searching the Scriptures, when one pretends 
to understand them, without having recourse to antiquity. 
By understanding the Scriptures in such a manner, Zuinglius 
discovered there was no original sin, that is to say, there was 
no redemption ; and the scandal of the cross was made void ; 
and pushed his notions to such a length, as to place amongst ^ 
the saints those, who, indeed, whatever he might say, had no 
part with Jesus Christ. Thus is the church reformed, when 
men undertake its reformation without concerning them¬ 
selves about what was the sense of past ages; and, according 
to this new method, it is easy to arrive at a reformation like 
that of the Socinians. 

24.— The character of (Ecolampadius. 

Such were the heads of the new reformation. Men of talent, 
it is true, and not deficient in literature, but bold, rash in 
their decisions, and puffed up with their vain learning: men 
who delighted in extraordinary and particular opinions, and, 
therefore aimed, not only to raise themselves above those of 
their own age,but also above the most holy of ages past. CEco- 
lampadius,the other defender of the figurative sense amongst 
the Swiss, was both more moderate, and more learned ; and 
if Zuinglius appeared by his vehemence another Luther, 
CEcolampadius more resembled Melancthon, whose particular 
friend he was also. In a letter, which, when a youth, he 
wrote to Erasmus, you observe the marks of a piety equally 
affectionate and enlightened, together with much wit and 
politeness*. From the feet of the crucifix, before which he 
had been accustomed to pray, he wrote such tender things to 
Erasmus on the ineffable sweetness of Jesus Christ, whom this 
pious image represented so lively to his imagination, that there 
* Ep. Krasin. Lib, vii. Ep. 42, 45. 
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is no reading it without being affected. The reformation 
which came to trouble these devotions, and account them 
idolatry, began at that time ; for it was in 1517, that he 
wrote this letter. He entered into religion in the first heat 
of these disturbances, with much courage and reflection ; at 
an age, as Erasmus observes, too advanced for any impu¬ 
tation of youthful precipitancy*. We also learn from the 
letters of Erasmus, that he was greatly enamoured with the 
course of life he had undertaken, and relished God in peace of 
mind, and therein lived quite remote from the novelties that 
were then spreading. However, (such is human weakness, 
so great the contagion of novelty,) he left his monastery, 
preached the new reformation at Basil, where he was pastor, 
and tired of celibacy, like the rest of the reformers, married a 
young girl, with whose beauty he was enamoured. 4C This is 
the way,” said Erasmus 44 they choose to mortify themselves f- 
he could not but admire these new apostles, who were sure to 
abandon the solemn profession of celibacy to take wives ; 
whereas, the true apostles of our Saviour, according to the 
tradition of all the fathers, in order to attend to God and 
the Gospel only, left their wives to embrace celibacy. 44 It 
seems,” said he, 44 as if the reformation aimed at nothing more 
than to strip a few monks of their habits, and to marry a parcel 
of priests ; and this great tragedy terminates at last in a con¬ 
clusion that is entirely comical, since, just like comedies, all 
ends in marriage J.” The same Erasmus complains, in other 
places §, that after his friend CEcolampadius had abandoned 
his tender devotion, together with the church and monastery, 
in order to embrace this impious -and contemptible reforma¬ 
tion, he was no longer the same man ; instead of candour, 
which this minister professed whilst he acted of himself, no¬ 
thing but artifice and dissimulation could be found in him, 
after he had once entered into the spirit of the party. 


25 .—The progress of the Sacrameniarian doctrine . 

After the Sacramentarian dispute had been raised in the 
manner we have seen, Carlostadius scattered abroad little 
tracts against the real presence ; and, although on all hands 
they were allowed to be replete with ignorance||, yet they 
were relished by the people already charmed with novelty. 
Zuinglius and CEcolampadius wrote in defence of this new 
doctrine : the first with much wit and vehemence ; the other 

* Erasm. Lib. xiii. Ep. 1*2,14. Lib. xiii. 27. f Lib. xix. Ep. 41, 
t ftp- Erasm. Lib. xix. § Lib. xviii. Ep.23, 19, 113, 31, 47, Col. 2057, 6cc. 
|| Ibid. Lib, xix. Ep, 113, 31, 59. p. 210G. 
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with much learning, and so sweet an eloquence, that “ were 
it possible, says Erasmus, and would God have permitted it, 
it were capable of seducing even the elect*/’ God put them 
to this trial; but his promises and truth upheld the simpli¬ 
city of the faith of the church against human reasoning. A 
little after Carlostadius was reconciled with Luther, and ap¬ 
peased him by saying that what he had taught upon the 
Eucharist, was rather by the way of proposing and examining, 
than decidingf. This man’s life was one uninterrupted scene 
of feuds; and the Swiss, who received him a second time, 
were never able to calm his turbulent temper. 

His doctrine spread more and more, but on more 
plausible interpretations of our Saviour’s words than what 
he had formerly given. Zuinglius said, “ the good man said 
well enough, there was some hidden sense in these divine 
words, but could never find out what it was.” He and 
CEcolampadius, with somewhat different expressions, agreed 
on the whole, that these words, “ This is my body,” were 
figurative : “ Is,” said Zuinglius, is as much as to say, sig¬ 
nifies ; “ body,” said CEcolampadius, is the sign of the body. 
Their leaders, Bucer and Capito, became zealous defenders of 
the figurative sense. The reformation divided itself; and 
those who embraced this new party were called Sacramen- 
tarians. They were also named Zuinglians, either because 
Zuinglius had first supported Carlostadius, or because his 
authority prevailed in the minds of the people, who were led 
away by his vehemence. 

26 .—Zuinglius careful to take from the Eucharist whatever 
urns raised above the senses . 

We must not be surprised that an opinion so favourable to 
human sense became so fashionable. Zuinglius said posi¬ 
tively, there was no miracle in the Eucharist, or any thing 
incomprehensible ; that the bread broken represented to us 
the body immolated; and the wine, the blood shed: that 
Jesus Christ, at the institution of these sacred signs, had 
given them the name of the thing itself: that it was not, 
however, a simple spectacle, nor signs wholly naked, for as 
much as the remembrance of, and faith in, the body immolated 
and the blood shed, supported our souls ; that the Holy 
Ghost meanwhile sealed in our hearts the remission of sins ; 
and therein consisted the whole mystery. Human reason and* 

* Lib. 18. Kp. 9. t Hosp. 2 part, ail an. 1225—f. 40. 
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sense had nothing to suffer from this explication*. The 
Scripture was all the difficulty : but when one side opposed 
“ This is my body/’ the other answered, “ I am the vine; I 
am the door ; the rock was Christ.” True it is, these exam¬ 
ples came not to the point. It was not in proposing a para¬ 
ble, or explaining an allegory, that Jesus Christ said, “ This 
is my body ; this is my blood.” These words, entirely de¬ 
tached from the context, carried their full meaning in them¬ 
selves,—a new institution was in hand,—which ought to be 
made in simple terms, and yet no place in Scripture had been 
found, where the sign of the institution received the name of 
the thing itself the moment it was instituted, and without 
any previous preparation. 

27.— Of the Spirit which appeared to Zuinglius , to furnish him 
ivith a passage , where the sign of the institution received 
immediately the name of the thing instituted . 

This argument tormented Zuinglius ; he sought day and 
night for a solution. In the mean time, however, mass was 
abolished, in opposition to all the exertions of the town¬ 
secretary, who disputed powerfully for the Catholic doctrine 
and the rpal presence. Twelve days after, Zuinglius had 
this dream, with which he and his disciples have been so 
much upbraided. In it he tells us, that imagining he was dis¬ 
puting against the town-secretary, who pressed him closely, 
on a sudden, he saw a phantom, white or black, appear before 
himf, who spoke these words,— <c Coward, why answerest 
thou not what is written in Exodus,— 4 The Lamb is the pass- 
over J, 5 —intimating it was the sign ?” This is the celebrated 
passage so often repeated in the writings of the Sacramenta- 
rians, in which they thought to have found the name of the 
thing given to the sign, and in the very institution of the 
sign ; and thus it was conceived by Zuinglius, who availed 
himself of it. His disciples will contend, when lie said he knew 
not who suggested this thought, whether he was white or black, 
he meant only, that it was an unknown person, and true it is, 
the Latin terms will bear this explication. But, besides that 
concealing himself, so as not to discover what he was, is the 
natural character of an evil spirit, Zuinglius was also mani¬ 
festly in error :—these words, “ The Lamb is the passover,” 
by no means signify it was the figure of the passover. It is 
a common Hebraism, where the word sacrifice is understood; 

* Zuing. Conf. Fid. ad Franc, ct Epi*t. ad Car. 5. 
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so sin merely is the sacrifice for sin ; and barely pass- 
over is the sacrifice of the passover ; which the Scripture 
itself explains a little farther on, where it says at full length, 
not that the Lamb is the passover, but the sacrifice of 
the passover. This most certainly was the sense of that- 
place in Exodus. Other examples were afterwards produced, 
as we shall see in due time ; but this was the first. There 
was nothing in it, as we see, that should much comfort the 
mind of Zuinglius, or that showed him the sign at the very 
institution received the name of the thing. He awoke, 
however, at this new explication of his unknown friend, read 
the place of Exodus, and went to preach what he had disco¬ 
vered in his dream. Men were too well prepared, not to 
believe him : the mists which still remained on their minds 
were dissipated. 

28.— Luther writes against the Sacramentarians , and why he 
treated Zuinglius more severely than the rest . 

It provoked Luther to see, not only individuals, but whole 
churches of the new reformation, now rise up against him. 
But he abated nothing of his accustomed pride. We may 
judge from these words,— cc I have the Pope in front; I 
have the Sacramentarians and Anabaptists in my rear ; but 
I will march out alone against them all; I will defy, them 
to battle ; I will trample them under my feet.” And a 
little after,—“ I will say it without vanity, that for these 
thousand years the Scripture has never been so thoroughly 
purged, nor so well explained, nor better understood, than 
at this time it is by me*.” He wrote'these words in 
1525, a little after the contest had commenced. In the 
same year he composed his book “ against the heavenly 
prophets thereby ridiculing Carlostadius, whom he ac¬ 
cused of favouring the visions of the Anabaptists. This book 
consisted of two parts. In the first he maintained the impro¬ 
priety of breaking down images ; that in the law of Moses 
nothing was prohibited as the object of adoration, but the 
images of God ; that the images of crosses and of saints were 
not comprehended in this prohibition ; that none under the 
gospel were obliged to destroy images by force, because 
that was contrary to gospel-liberty ; and those who destroyed 
them were doctors of the law, and not of the gospel. By 
this reasoning he justified us from all those accusations of 
idolatry, with which we were unreasonably charged on this 

* Ad Maled. Keg. Ang. t. ii, 403. 
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head. In the second part he attacked the Sacramentarians. 
But CEcolampadius he treated with moderation at the com¬ 
mencement ; } r et he attacked Zuinglius with violence. This 
doctor had written, that before the name of Luther was 
known, he had preached the gospel—that is, the reformation 
in Switzerland—ever since the year 1516; and the Swiss 
gave him the glory of this beginning, which Luther arrogated 
to himself # . Offended at these words he wrote to those of 
Strasburg, “ that he durst assume to himself the glory of 
first preaching Jesus Christ, but that Zuinglius wished to 
deprive him of that glory. How is it possible (proceeds 
he) to be silent, whilst these men disturb our churches and 
impugn our authority ? If they are unwilling to suffer their 
own to be weakened ; for the same reason they ought not to 
weaken ours.” In conclusion, he declares, “ there is no 
medium, either he or they must be the ministers of Satant.” 

29. — The words o f a celebrated Lutheran on the jealousy of 

r Luther against Zuinglius . 

An ingenious Lutheran, and the most celebrated of those that 
have written in our days, here makes this reflection :— 
6S Those who despise all things, and expose not only their 
fortunes, but their lives, often are not able to raise 
themselves above glory, so flattering are its charms, so great 
is human weakness. On the contrarv, the higher a mail’s 
courage is elevated the more does he covet praises—the more 
concerned to see those bestowed on others, which he believes 
due to himself £. It should not be, therefore, a matter of 
surprise, if a man of Luther’s magnanimity wrote those things 
to those of Strasburg.” 

30. Luther's strong arguments for the real presence; and 

how he boasts of them . 

In the midst of these strange transports, Luther, by power¬ 
ful arguments, confirmed the faith of the real presence. 
Both the Scripture, and ancient tradition, supported him in 
this cause. He demonstrated, that to convert so simple, so 
precise words of our Saviour to a figurative sense, under 
pretext that there were figurative expressions in other places 
of the Scripture, was to open a way by which the whole 
Scripture, and all the mysteries of our religion, would be 

* Zuing. in cxplan. artic. 18 Gcs. in Bibi. etc. Calix. Judic. 53. 

t T. ii, Jen, epist. p. 202. J Calix. Judic. n. 53. 
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turned to figures; that the same submission was, therefore, 
required here, with which we receive the other mysteries, 
without attending to human reasoning, or the laws of nature, 
but to Jesus Christ and his words only; that our Saviour 
spoke not, in the institution, either of faith or the Holy 
Spirit, but said, “ This is my body,” and not that faith 
would make you partake of it; wherefore, the eating, of 
which Jesus Christ there spoke, was not a mystical eating, 
but an eating by the mouth ; that the union of faith was con¬ 
summated out of the sacrament * ; nor could it be believed 
that Jesus Christ gave us nothing that was particular by 
such emphatic words f ; that, it is evident, his intention was 
to render certain his gift, by giving us his person ; that the 
remembrance he recommended to us of his death, excluded 
not his presence, but obliged us to receive this body and this 
blood as a victim immolated for us; that the victim became 
ours, indeed, by manducation ; that, in reality, faith ought 
then to interyene, in order to make it profitable to us; but 
to show that, even without faith, the word of Jesus Christ 
had its effect, there needed but to consider the communion of 
the unworthy. He urged here forcibly the words of St. 
Paul, when, after relating these words, 6( This is my body,” 
lie condemned so severely those ec who discerned not the 
body of the Lord, and who rendered themselves guilty of his 
body and blood £.” He added, that St. Paul meant to 
speak throughout of the “ true body/’ and not of the body 
in figure ; and that it was evident from his expressions, that 
he condemned those impious persons of insulting Jesus Christ, 
not in his gifts, but immediately in his person. 

But where he manifested his greatest strength, was in 
demolishing the objections which were raised against these 
heavenly truths. He asked of those who objected to him, 

flesh profiteth nothing §,” with what assurance they durst 
say, that the flesh of Jesus Christ profiteth nothing, and 
apply to this life-giving flesh what Jesus Christ said of the 
carnal sense, or, at most, of the flesh taken after the manner 
in which the Capharnaites understood it, or evil Christians 
received it, not uniting themselves thereto by faith, nor 
receiving at that same time that spirit and life with which it 
abounds ? When they presumed to ask him, What, there¬ 
fore, did this flesh avail taken by the mouth of the body, 
he again asked of these proud opponents, What did it avail 

* Serm. de Corp. et Sang. Christ, defen. Vcrbi Coense, t. vii. 277, 3S1. 

t Cat. Mag. de Sac. alt. Concord, p. 551. J 1 Cor. xi. 24, 28, 29. 
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that the Word was made flesh ? Could not truth have been 
announced, nor mankind redeemed, but by this means? Are 
they acquainted with all God’s secrets, to say unto him, he 
had no other way by which to save man P And who are 
they, thus to set laws to their Creator, and prescribe to him 
the means by which he would apply his grace to them ? If, 
at last, they opposed against him human reasons, how a body 
could be in so many places at once—a human body, whole 
and entire, in so small a space? He destroyed all these 
engines levelled against God, by asking, how God pre¬ 
served his unity in the trinity of persons ? how, of nothing, 
he had created heaven and earth? how he had clothed his 
Son in a human body ? how he made him be born of 
a virgin ? how he delivered him up to death ? and how he 
was to raise up all the faithful on the last day ? What did 
human reason pretend by opposing these vain difliculties 
against God, which he blasted with a breath ? They say 
that all the miracles of Jesus Christ are sensible *. But who 
has told them that Jesus Christ did resolve never to work 
any other ? When he was conceived by the Holy Ghost in 
the womb of a virgin, to whom was this, the greatest miracle 
of all, become sensible ? Could Mary have known what it 
was she bore in her womb, had not the angel announced the 
divine secret to her ? But when the divinity dwelt corporeally 
in Christ Jesus, who saw it, or who comprehended it ? Now 
who sees him at the right-hand of his Father, from whence 
he exerts his omnipotence over the whole universe ? Is this 
what obliges them to wrest, to break to pieces, to crucify the 
words of their Master ? I do not comprehend, say they, how 
he can execute them literally. They prove to me very well, 
by this reason, that human sense agrees not with God’s 
wisdom; I allow it; I agree with them: but I never knew 
before that nothing was to be believed but what we dis¬ 
covered by opening our eyes, or what human reason can 
comprehend. 

Lastly : when it was said to him, that this matter was not of 
consequence, or of sufficient importance for breaking peace :— 
who then obliged Carlostadius to begin this quarrel ? What 
forced Zuinglius and CEcolampadius to write ? May that 
peace for ever be accursed, that is made to the prejudice of 
truth ! By such arguments he often silenced the Zuinglians. 
It must be acknowledged, he had a great strength of genius ; 
lie wanted nothing but the rule, which can be had no where 
but in the Church, and under the yoke of a legitimate autho- 
* Serm, quod verba sleut. ibid. 
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rity. Had Luther continued obedient to that yoke, so neces¬ 
sary for the regulation of all minds, but especially for 
fiery and impetuous minds like his, he might have kept his 
writing free from those transports, those buffooneries, that 
brutal arrogance, those excesses, or rather extravagances; 
and the force with which he treated some truths, would 
not have contributed to seduction. It is for this reason we 
see him still invincible, when he sets forth the ancient doc¬ 
trines he had learned in the bosom of the Church ; but pride 
closely pursued his victories. So much was this man capti¬ 
vated with himself for having fought so strenuously for the 
proper and literal sense of our Saviour’s words, that he 
could not refrain from boasting of it. “ The Papists them¬ 
selves,” said he, “are obliged to allow me the praise of 
having defended the doctrine of the literal sense much 
better than they. And, in reality, I am assured, were they 
all melted down into one mass, they never would be able to 
maintain it with the strength that I do*.” 

31.— The Zuinglians prove against Luther that Catholics 
understand the literal sense better than he. 

He was mistaken ; for although he fully proved that the 
literal sense was to be maintained, he knew not how to 
understand it in all its simplicity ; and the supporters of 
the figurative sense demonstrated to him, that if the literal 
sense were to be followed, transubstantiation would carry it. 
This is what Zuinglius, and all the defenders of the figurative 
sense, in general, proved most clearly. They observe, that 
Jesus Christ has not said, “ My body is here, or my body is 
under this, and with this, or this contains my body, but only, 
This is my bod}'.” Thus, what he is to give the faith¬ 
ful, is not a substance which contains his body, or which 
accompanies it, but his body, “ without any other foreign 
' substance f.” Neither has he said, c< This bread is my body,” 
which is another of Luther’s explications ; but he has said, 
“This is my body,” by an indefinite term, to show that the 
substance he gives is no longer bread, but his body. 

And when Luther explained “ This is my body that is, 
this bread is my body, really and without figure, contrary 
to his intentions, he destroyed his own doctrine. For we 
may very well say with the Church, that bread becomes the 
body, in the same sense that St. John has said, “ the water 
was made wine at the marriage-feast in Cana of Galilee, 

* Epist. Luth.ad IIosp. 2 Part, ad An, 1534, f, 132. 
t Hosp. ad an. 1527, f. 49. t John ii. 9. 
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namely, by the change of one into the other. In the same 
manner may it be said, that what is bread in appearance, is, 
in effect, the body of our Lord ; but that true bread, remain¬ 
ing such, should be at the same time the true body of our 
Lord, as Luther maintained, the defenders of the figurative 
sense proved to him, as did the Catholics, that it was a rea¬ 
soning void of sense, and concluded that he ought either to 
admit a moral change only, together with them, or a change 
of substance, together with the Papists. 


32 .—Beza proves the same truth . 

It is for this reason that Beza, at the Conference of Mont- 
beliart, maintains against the Lutherans, that of the two 
explications which adhere to the literal sense—namely, that 
of the Catholics, and that of the Lutherans, It is that of the 
Catholics which departs least from the words of the institu- 
tution of the Lord's Supper, were they to be expounded 
word for word.” He proves it by this reason : because “ the 
Transubstantiators say, that by virtue of these divine words, 
that which before was bread, having changed its substance, 
becomes immediately the body itself of Jesus Christ, to the 
end that, by this means, this proposition may be true, This 
is my body.” “ Whereas the exposition of the consubstan- 
tiators, saying, that these words, c This is my body/ do sig¬ 
nify my body is essentially in, with, or under this bread, 
declares not what is become of the bread, and what that is, 
which is the body, but only where it is*.” This reason is 
plain and intelligible. For it is clear, that Jesus Christ, 
having taken bread in order to make it something, must have 
declared to us what kind of something he did intend to make 
it ; it is not less evident, that the bread became that which 
the Almighty did intend to make it. Now these words show 
he intended to make it his body, whatever that is under¬ 
stood, since he said, Ci This is my body.” If, therefore, this 
bread is not become his body in figure, it is become so in 
effect; and there is no way to avoid admitting either the change 
in figure, or the change in substance. 

Thus, if we only understand simply the words of Jesus 
Christ, the doctrine of the Church must be embraced ; and 
Beza is correct in stating, that it is attended with less diffi¬ 
culties, as to the manner of speaking, than that of the 
Lutherans, that is to say, it is more agreeable to the literal 
sensef. Calvin frequently confirms the same truth; and, not 

-* Conf. dcMont, Imp. i Gen. 1587, p. 52. ♦ f Ibid. 
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to dwell on tlie sense of individuals, a whole synod of Zuin- 
glians have acknowledged it. 

33. —A whole Synod of Zuinglicms in Poland establishes the 

same truth . 

It is the Synod of Czenger, a town in Poland, published 
in the Collection of Geneva. This synod, after having re¬ 
jected Papistical Transubstantiation, shows “that the Lu¬ 
theran Consubstantiation is untenable,” because, “as the 
wand of Moses was not a serpent but by transubstantia¬ 
tion, and the water in Egypt was not blood, nor, at the 
marriage of Cana, wine, without a change ; so the bread of 
the supper cannot be the body of Christ substantially, if it 
be not changed into his flesh, by losing the form and sub¬ 
stance of bread 

It was good sense that dictated this decision. In fact, the 
bread remaining bread, can be no more the body of our 
Lord, than the wand remaining a wand, could be a serpent, 
or than the water remaining water, could be blood in Egypt, 
or wine at the marriage of Cana. If, therefore, what was 
bread becomes the body of our Lord, either it becomes so in 
figure by a mystical change, according to Zuinglius’s doc¬ 
trine, or it becomes so, in effect, by a real change, as is 
maintained by Catholics. 

34. —Luther understood not the force of these words , “ This 

is my body.” 

Thus, Luther, who boasted that he alone had defended the 
literal sense better than all the Catholic divines, was greatly 
mistaken ; since he did not even comprehend the true ground 
which holds us to this sense, nor understand the nature of 
those propositions which operate what they express. Jesus 
Christ says to that man, “Thy son liveth f.” Jesus Christ 
says to that woman, “ Thou art loosed from thine infirmity 
In speaking, he does what he says : nature obeys; things are 
changed, and the sick person becomes sound. But words, 
which regard only accidental things, as health and sickness, 
operate only accidental changes. Here, where a substance 
is concerned, for Jesus Christ said, “ This is my body, This 
is my blood,” the change is substantial; and by an effect as 
real as it is surprising, the substance of the bread and of the 
wine is changed into the substance of the body and the blood, 

* Syn. Czeng. tit, de Ccenu, in Synt. Gen. part 1. 

f John iv. 50, 51. £ Lukexiii. 12. 
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Consequently, when we follow the literal sense, we must not 
only believe that the body of Jesus Christ is in the mystery, 
but also that it makes the whole substance of it; and this is what 
the words themselves lead us to, Jesus Christ not having said, 
my body is here, or this contains my body, but this is my 
body ; and he would not even say, this bread is my body, but 
this, indefinitely. And in the same manner as if he had said, 
when he changed the water into wine ; that which you are 
going to drink is wine, it ought not to be understood that he 
had preserved together both water and wine, but that he had 
changed the water into wine ; so when he declares, that what 
he presents is his body, it ought not in any way to be under¬ 
stood that he mixes his body with the bread, but that he 
effectually changes the bread into his body. To this the 
literal sense leads us, as the Zuinglians themselves acknow¬ 
ledge, and this it is which Luther could never understand. 

35.— The Sacramentarians 'proved to Luther that he admitted 

a kind of figurative seme. , * 

On account of not understanding it, this great defender of 
the literal sense fell necessarily into a kind of figurative sense. 
According to him, “ This is my body,” imported, this bread 
contains my body, or this bread is joined with my body ; 
and, by this means, the Zuinglians forced him to acknow¬ 
ledge, in this expression, that grammatical figure which sub¬ 
stitutes that which containeth for that which is contained, or 
the part for the whole *. Then they pressed him in this 
way : if it be lawful for you to admit in the words of the insti¬ 
tution, that figure which puts the part for the whole,why 
will you prevent us from admitting in them that figure which 
substitutes the thing for the sign ? Figure for figure, the 
metonomy which we acknowledge is worth full as much as 
the synecdoche which you receive. These gentlemen were 
humanists and grammarians. All their books were soon 
filled with the synecdoche of Luther, and the metonomy of 
Zuinglius; it was necessary for Protestants to engage on 
one side or other of these two figures of rhetoric ; and it 
appeared manifest, that none but the Catholics, equally dis¬ 
tant from one and the other, and admitting in the eueharist 
neither bread nor a bare sign, justly established the literal 
sense. 


* Vid. Hosp.2 Part. 12, 35, 17, Gl, 76, 161, &c. 
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36.— The difference betivecn doctrine invented , and doctrine 

received by tradition . 

Here was perceived the difference between the doctrines 
introduced anew by particular authors, and those which 
come in their natural channel. The change of substance had 
of itself spread over both the east and the west, entering into 
all minds together with the words of our Lord, without ever 
causing any disturbance; neither were those who believed 
it, ever marked by the Church as innovators. When it was 
contested, and men laboured to wrest the literal sense with 
which it had spread over the whole earth, not only the 
church remained firm, but also her very adversaries were 
seen to combat for her, whilst they combated against each 
other. Luther and his followers proved invincibly that the 
literal sense ought to be retained. Zuinglius, with his party, 
established with no less force, that it could not be retained 
without the change of substance: thus they agreed in this 
on\y, to prove against each other, that the church, which 
they had abandoned, had more reason on her side than any 
of them : by I know not what force of truths all those who 
abandoned her retained something of it, and the Church which 
kept the whole, gained the victory. 

37. — The Catholic sense is visibly the most natural sense . 

Hence it clearly follows, that the interpretation of Ca¬ 
tholics, who admit the change of substance, is the most 
natural and the most simple ; both because it is followed by 
the greatest number of Christians, and because of these two, 
who impugn it by different ways, one of them, that is 
Luther, undertook to oppose it purely out of a spirit of con¬ 
tradiction, and in spite of the church ; and the other, that is 
Zuinglius, agrees, that if with Luther the literal sense is to 
be received, the change of substance must be received also 
with the Catholics. 

38. — Question: whether the Sacrament be destroyed in 

Transubstantiation ? 

Afterwards, the Lutherans, once engaged in error, con¬ 
firmed themselves therein with this argument, that it is 
destroying the sacrament, to take from it, as we do the sub¬ 
stance of bread and wine. I am obliged to acknowledge I 
have not found this reason in any of the writings of Luther ; 
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and, indeed, it is too weak and too far-fetched to occur imme¬ 
diately to the mind ; for it is known that a sacrament, that is, 
a sign, consists in that which appears, not in the interior or 
substance of the thing. It was not necessary to show Pha¬ 
raoh seven real kine, and seven ears of real corn, to notify to 
him the fertility and the famine of seven years. The image that 
was formed in his mind was quite sufficient for that purpose ; 
and if we must come to things with which tire eyes have been 
affected, in order that the dove should represent the Holy 
Ghost, and that chaste love with all its sweetness, which he 
inspires into holy souls, it was not at all necessary that it 
should be a real dove which descended visibly upon Jesus 
Christ; it was sufficient it had the whole exterior : in the 
same manner, in order that the Eucharist might specify to us, 
that Jesus Christ was our bread and our drink, it was suffi¬ 
cient that the characters and ordinary effects of these aliments 
were preserved : in a word, it was enough, there was nothing 
changed with regard to the senses. In the signs of the in¬ 
stitution, that which denotes their force is the intention de¬ 
clared by the words of the institutor ; now, by saying over 
the bread, “ This is my body,” and over the wine, 4£ this is 
my blood,” and seeming, by virtue of these divine words, 
actually invested with all the appearances of bread and 
wine, he shows clearly enough, that he is truly a nourish¬ 
ment, who has taken on him the resemblance of it, and under 
that form appears to us. If, to the reality of the sacra¬ 
ment true bread and true wine be necessary, it is likewise 
true bread and true wine that are consecrated ; and which, 
by consecration, are made the true body and true blood 
of our Redeemer. The change that is made in the interior, 
without any alteration of the exterior, makes also one part 
of the sacrament—namely, of the sacred sign ; inasmuch as 
this change become sensible by the words, makes us see that 
by the words of Jesus Christ operating in a Christian, he 
ought to be most really, though in a different manner, 
changed inwardly, retaining only the exterior of other men. 

39 .—How the names of bread and wine may remain in the 
Eucharist.—Two rules drawn from Scripture . 

Thereby those passages are explained, in which the Eucharist 
is called bread, even after consecration; and this difficulty is 
manifestly solved, by the rule of changes, and the rule of ap¬ 
pearances. By the rule of changes, the bread become the 
body, is called bread, as in Exodus, the wand become a ser- 
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pent, is called a wand, and the water become blood, is called 
water. These expressions are made use of to show at once, 
both the thing which was made, and the material employed to 
make it of. By the rule of appearances, in the same manner 
that, in the Old and New Testament, the angels who appeared 
under human shape, are called, at the same time, angels 
because they are so, and men, because they appear so; so the 
Eucharist will be both called the body, because it is so, 
and bread, because it so appears. If, then, one of these two 
reasons is sufficient to preserve to it the name of bread with¬ 
out prejudicing the change, the concurrence of both will be 
much stronger. And no difficulty should be imagined of 
discerning truth amidst these different expressions ; for, when 
the Holy Scripture explains the same thing by different 
expressions, to prevent all ambiguity, there is always a prin¬ 
cipal place, to which the rest are to be reduced, and where 
things are expressed, such as they are, in precise terms. 
What if these angels be called men in some places ? there 
will be a place where it will be clearly seen that they are 
angels. What if this blood and this serpent be called water 
and wand P you will find the principal place, where the 
change will be specified ; and it is by that the thing should 
be defined. What will be the principal place, by which 
we are to judge of the Eucharist, if it be not that of the 
institution, where Jesus Christ made it to be what it is ? So, 
when we would name it with relation to what it ’was, and 
what it appears, we may call it bread and wine ; but when 
we would name it with respect to what it is in itself, it will 
have no other name than that of body and blood. And it is 
by this it ought to be defined, since it can never be anything 
else than what it is made by the all-powerful words which 
gave it being. Both of you, as well Lutherans as Zuinglians, 
do, contrary to nature, explain the principal text by other 
places, and both of you, departing from the rule, do sepa¬ 
rate still to a greater distance from one another, than you do 
from the Church which you chiefly aimed to oppose. The 
Church, which follows the natural order, and reduces all 
the passages where the Eucharist is mentioned, to that 
which, beyond dispute, is the principal and foundation of all 
the others, holds the true key of the mystery ; and triumphs 
not only over both one and the other, but also over the one 
by the other. 


* Exod. vii. 12, 13. 
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40.— Luther dismayed at these disputes ; his dejection de¬ 
plored by Melancthon . 

In effect, during these Sacramentarian disputes, those who 
called themselves Reformed, notwithstanding their common 
interest, which at times united them in appearance, waged a 
more cruel war against each other than against the Church 
itself, mutually calling each other “ furies, maniacs, slaves 
of Satan, greater enemies to the truth and the members of 
Jesus Christ, than the Pope himselfwhich to them was 
saying everything. 

In the mean time, the authority which Luther was desirous 
of maintaining in the new Reformation, that had arisen 
under his standard, was becoming contemptible. He was 
overwhelmed with grief; and that haughtiness, which he 
showed exteriorly, could not support him under that dejec¬ 
tion of mind which he felt interiorly; on the contrary, the 
more haughty he was, the more insupportable it was to him 
to be despised by a party, of whom he wished to be the sole 
leader. The concern he felt communicated itself to Melanc¬ 
thon ; Luther,” says he, “ causes in me great troubles, 
by the long complaints he makes to me of his afflictions; 
writings, judged not contemptible, have quite dejected and 
disfigured him ; through the compassion I have for him, 
I find myself afflicted to the utmost extremity, for the cala¬ 
mities of the church. The doubtful vulgar divide them¬ 
selves into contrary sentiments ; and had not Jesus Christ 
promised to be with us even to the consummation of ages, I 
should apprehend the utter destruction of religion from 
these dissentions ; for nothing is more true than the sentence 
which says, through much disputing, truth escapes from us*.” 

41.— Luther teaches Ubiquity. 

Strange agitations of a man, who hoped to see the , 
church repaired, and now sees her ready to fall by ^ 
the very means taken for her re-establishment! What 
comfort could he find in the promises made to us by Jesus 
Christ of being always with us ? It is for Catholics to 
nourish themselves with this faith ; for them, who believe the 
Church can never be overcome by error, however violent the 
assault, and who, in fact, have ever found her to be invincible. 
But how can they advance claims to this promise in the new 
Reformation, whose first foundation, when they separated 

* Lulh, ad Jac, Praep. Brem. IIosp. 82. Luth. M*ij. Conf. ibidem. Zuing, Re^p. ad 

Ruth, Hosp, 44. Lib.iv. Ep k 76,ad Camer. 
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from the church, was that Jesus Christ had so forsaken her, 
as to let her fall into idolatry? Moreover, though it is true 
that truth remains always in the Church, and becomes the 
more purified in proportion as it is attacked, Melancthon was 
right in thinking, that by much disputation individuals fell 
into error. There was no error so monstrous, into which 
the heat of dispute had not impelled the passionate mind of 
Luther. It made him embrace that monstrous opinion of 
ubiquity. These are the arguments on which he grounded 
this strange notion. The humanity of our Lord is united to 
his divinity ; therefore, the humanity, as well as the other, 
is everywhere : Jesus Christ, as man, is seated at the right 
hand of God ; the right hand of God is everywhere ; there¬ 
fore, Jesus Christ as man, is everywhere. As man, he was 
in heaven before he had ascended into it! He was in the 
monument when the angels said he was not there. The 
Zuinglians fell into a worse extreme, by saying that God 
had it not even in his power to put the body of Jesus 
Christ in several places. Luther runs into another excess, 
and maintains that this body was necessarily in every place ; 
that is what he taught in a book already mentioned, which 
he wrote in 1527, in order to defend the literal sense, and 
what he ventured to insert in a “ Confession of Faith,” which 
he published in 1528, under the title of “ Tlie Great Con 
fession of Faith 

42.— Luther declares anew that it imports little whether the 
substance of bread be admitted or taken away; the gross 
divinity of this Doctor , at which Melancthon is scan¬ 
dalized. 

He says, in this last book, that it is of little importance, 
whether the bread be admitted in the Eucharist or not ; but 
that it was more reasonable to acknowledge therein. “ A 
carnal bread and a bloody wine— panis carneus et vinum san - 
guineum .” This was the new language, by which he expressed 
that new union he placed between the bread and the body. 
These words seemed to aim at impanation, and often such 
fell from him, which had a further tendency than he meant. 
But, at least, they proposed a certain mixture of bread and 
flesh, of wine and blood, which appeared very gross, and 
was insupportable to Melancthon— 4C I have spoken,” says 
he, “ to Luther, concerning this mixture of the bread and the 
body, v'hich appears a strange paradox to many people. 

* Seim quod verba stent, t, iij. Jen, Couf.Maj. t, iv. Jen, Calix, Jud. N. 40, ct scq . 
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He answered me peremptorily, that he would alter nothing 
in it; and, for my part, I do not think it proper to meddle 
any more in this affair Which is as much as to say, he 
was not of Luther’s mind, yet dared not to contradict him. 

43. — The Sacramentaricin contest upset the foundations of 

the Reformation .— Calvin's words . 

Meanwhile, the excesses into which they fell on both sides of 
the new reformation, discredited it with men of good sense. 
This dispute alone destroyed the common foundation of each 
party. They believed they could terminate all disputes by 
the Scripture alone, and would have no other judge than 
that; and the whole world was witness, there was no end to 
their disputes on Scripture, even on one passage of it, than 
which none ought to be more clear, since it regarded a last 
will and testament. They exclaimed one to the other, “All 
is clear, and nothing more is necessary than to open your 
eyes.” By this evidence of Scripture, Luther discovered 
that nothing was more impious and daring than to deny the 
literal sense ; and Zuinglius found nothing more gross and 
absurd than to follow it. Erasmus, whom both were desirous 
of gaining, said the same to them that all Catholics did :— 
66 You all appeal to the pure word of God, and believe 
yourselves its true interpreters. Agree, then, amongst your¬ 
selves before you set laws to all mankindf.” Whatever 
excuse they invented, they were ‘quite ashamed that they 
could not agree, and in the bottom of their hearts, all 
thought the same that Calvin wrote to his friend Melancthon, 
—“ It is of great importance, that the least suspicion of the 
divisions, which are amongst us, pass not to future ages; for 
it is ridiculous beyond anything that can be imagined, after 
we have broken off from the whole world, we should so 
little agree amongst ourselves ever since the beginning of 
our reformationJ.’ 1 

44. — The Lutherans take up arms under the Landgrave 7 s 

command , who owns that he is in the wrong . 

Philip, Landgrave of Plesse, very zealous for the new gospel, 
had foreseen this disorder, and from the beginning of the 
rupture endeavoured to effect a reconciliation. As soon as he 
saw the party sufficiently strong, and, moreover, threatened 
by the emperor and the Catholics, he began to form designs 

* Lib. iv. Ep. 76, 152S. t Lib. xviii. 3,xix. 3,113, xxxi. 59. p. 2102. 

I Calvin, epist. ad Mel. p. 145. 
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of a confederacy. The maxims laid down by Luther for the 
foundation of his reformation, to seek no support from arms, 
were soon forgotten. They rose in arms under pretext of an 
imaginary treaty, said to have been made between George 
Duke of Saxony, and the other Catholic prince?, to exter¬ 
minate the Luthei* ** ans*. The matter indeed was adjusted ; 
the Landgrave was satisfied with the great sums of money, 
which some ecclesiastical princes were obliged to pay down, 
to indemnify him for raising forces, which he himself acknow¬ 
ledged he had done on false reports. 

Melancthon, who did not approve of this conduct, found no 
other excuse for the Landgrave, but the reluctance he felt 
to let it appear that he had been deceived, and had nothing 
more to say in his defence, than that an “ evil shamef” had 
influenced him. But other thoughts .gave him much more 
uneasiness. They had boasted among themselves that Papacy 
should be destroyed, without making war and shedding 
blood. Previous to the time of the Landgrave’s tumult, and 
a little after the revolt of the peasants, Melancthon had 
written to the Landgrave himself, a That it was better to 
suffer everything than to take up arms in the gospel causej;” 
and now it happened, that those who had laboured so much 
to convince the world of their pacific principles, were the 
first to run to arms, and that on a false report, as Melanc¬ 
thon himself acknowledges^. Accordingly, he adds, “ When 
I see what a scandal the good cause is liable to, I am almost 
overwhelmed with this concern||.” Luther was far from 
these sentiments: though in Germany it was known as cer¬ 
tain, and Protestant authors have acknowledged it^f, that 
this pretended treaty of George of Saxony was a mere illu¬ 
sion, Luther wished to believe it true; and wrote several 
letters and libels, in which he is so transported against that 
prince, even as to call him, 54 of all fools, the greatest fool; 
a proud Moab, who always undertook what was above his 
strength,” adding, that he would pray to God against him : 
then that he would give notice to the princes to exterminate 
such people, who wished to see all Germany in blood 
that is to say, lest the Lutherans themselves should be placed 
in that condition, and begin by exterminating such princes 
as were opposed to their designs. 

This George Duke of Saxony, so insulted by Luther, was 

* Sleid. Lib. vi. 92. Mel. Lib. iv. Epist. 70. f Ibid, 

t Mel. Lib. iii. Epist. 16. § Lib. iv. Ep. 70, 72. Ibid. 72. |j Ibid. 

*[[ Mel. ibid. Sleid. ibid. Dav, Chyt. in Saxon, ad an 15*28. p. 312. 

** Luth, Ep. ad Vences. Lync, t. vii. et ap. Chyt. in Sax. p. 312 et 982. 
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as much opposed to the Lutherans, as his kinsman the Elector 
was favourable to them. Luther prophesied against him 
with all his strength, regardless that he was of the same 
family with his lord and master ; and, it is plain, that it 
was not his fault that his prophecies were not fulfilled with 
the edge of the sword. 

45.— The name of Protestants .— The conference of Marpurg , 
where the Landgrave labours in vain to reconcile both 
parties of Protestants. —1529. 

This armament of the Lutherans, which in 1528 made all 
Germany tremble, had raised their pride to such a height, 
that they judged themselves in a condition to protest openly 
against the decree, published against them the year following 
in the Diet of Spires, and to appeal from it to the emperor, 
to the future general council, or to that which should be 
held in Germany. It was on this occasion they re-united 
themselves under the name of Protestants ; but the Land¬ 
grave, who had more sagacity, more capacity, and more 
valour than any of them, perceived that the diversity of 
sentiments would be an everlasting obstacle to that perfect 
union, which he desired to form amongst them ; therefore, 
the same year that the decree passed at Spires, he procured 
the conference of Marpurg, where he caused all the leaders of 
the new reformation to meet, namely, Luther, Osiander, and 
Melancthon, on one side ; Zuinglius, CEcolampadius, and 
Bucer, on the other, to pass over those less distinguished. 
Luther and Zuinglius were the only speakers ; for the Lu¬ 
therans, long before this, were silent when Luther was 
present; and Melancthon frankly acknowledges that he and 
his companions were but “ mute figures*.” They thought 
not then of amusing each other with equivocal explications, 
as they did afterwards. The true presence of the body and 
blood was plainly maintained on one side, and denied on the 
other. On both sides it was understood, that a presence in 
figure, and a presence by faith, was not a true presence of 
Jesus Christ, but a moral presence—a presence improperly 
so called, and in metaphor. They agreed, in appearance, on 
all articles, except the Eucharist. I say in appearance, for 
it is clear from two letters, which, during this conference, 
Melancthon wrote to his princes to give them an account of it, 
that, in reality, they very little understood each other’s mean¬ 
ing.— u We discovered (says he), that our adversaries under- 


* Mel, Lib. iv. Ep, 88. 
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stood very little of Luther’s doctrine, although they endea¬ 
voured to imitate his language*;” that is, they agreed through 
complaisance, and in words, though in reality they under¬ 
stood not each other ; and the truth is, Zuinglius had never 
comprehended anything of Luther’s doctrine on the sacra¬ 
ments, nor of his imputed justice^.” Those of Strasburg, 
with Bucer their minister, were also accused of not having 
good sentiments, that is, as they meant it, not Lutheran 
enough on this head, and so it afterwards appeared, as we 
shall soon perceive. The truth of the thing is, Zuinglius 
and his companions were somewhat troubled about these 
matters, and spoke whatever might please Luther, having 
nothing in their thoughts but the real presence. As to the 
manner of treating things, Luther, as usual, spoke with 
haughtiness. Zuinglius showed much ignorance, so far as to 
ask several times, “How a wicked priest could perform a 
sacred thing J?” Luther pressed him closely, and made him 
see from the example of baptism that he knew not what he 
said. When Zuinglius and his companions saw they could 
not prevail on Luther to admit their figurative sense, they 
entreatec) him at least to hold them for brethren, but were 
sharply repulsed. “ What fraternity do you ask of me,” 
replied Luther, “ if you [persist in your belief? It is a sign 
you doubt, of it, since you desire to be their brethren who 
reject it §.” Thus ended the conference. However, they 
promised mutual charity. Luther interpreted this charity 
such as we owe to enemies, and not such as is allowed to 
those of the same communion. “ They were indignant,’* 
said he, “ to see themselves treated like heretics.” They 
agreed, however, to write no more against each other. 
fiC But it was only to give time,” continued Luther, “ to come 
to themselves.” 

. This agreement, such as it was, continued but a short time ; 
on the contrary, by the different accounts that were given of 
this conference, their minds were more exasperated than be¬ 
fore. The proposal of fraternity made by the Zuinglians 
was considered by Luther a stratagem, and he said, “ that 
Satan so reigned in them that they had it no longer in their 
power to advance anything but lies ||.” 

* Ibid. Ep. ad Elect. Sax. etad Hen. Due. et ap Luth. T. iv. Jen. f Mel. 

J Hosp, Ibid, § Luth. Ep. ad Jen. Praep. Bremens. Ibid. 
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BOOK III. 


[From the year 1529 to the year 1530.] 


A brief summary.—The Confessions of Faith of both parties 
of Protestants.—That of Augsburg composed by Melanc- 
thon.—That of Strasburg, or of the Four Towns, by 
Bucer.—That of Zuinglius.—Variations in that of Augs¬ 
burg concerning the Eucharist.—The ambiguity of that of 
Strasburg.—Zuinglius alone plainly asserts the figurative 
sense.—The term substance, why applied to explain the 
reality.—The Apology of the Augsburg Confession penned 
by Melancthon.—The Church calumniated in almost every 
pointy chiefly in that of Justification, Operation of the 
Sacraments, and Mass.—The merit of good works acknow¬ 
ledged on both sides ; also Sacramental Absolution, Con¬ 
fession, Monastic Vows, with many other Articles.—The 
Church of Rome many ways acknowledged in the Confes¬ 
sion of Augsburg.—A demonstration, from the Augsburg 
Confession and Apology, that the Lutherans would return 
to us, did they but lay aside their calumnies, and well 
comprehend their own doctrine. 


1 .—The famous Diet of Augsburg, where the Confessions of 
Faith are presented to Charles V . 

In the midst of all these differences, preparations were 
making for the famous Diet of Augsburg, which Charles V. 
had called in order to pacify the troubles which this new 
gospel had raised in Germany. He came to Augsburg the 
15th of June, 1530. This period is remarkable ; for then it 
was, for the first time, that the Confessions of Faith, published 
under the name of each party, appeared in form. The 
Lutherans, defenders of the literal sense, presented to 
Charles V. the Confession of Faith, called the Confession of 
Augsburg. The four towns of the empire, Strasburg, Mei- 
ningen, Lindau, and Constance, which defended the figura¬ 
tive sense, gave in their Confessions of Faith separately to 
the same prince. This was called the Confession of Stras- 
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burg, or of the four towns; and Zuinglius, who was not in¬ 
clined to be silent on so solemn an occasion, although he was 
not of the body of the empire, also sent to the emperor his 
Confession of Faith. 

2. —The Confession of Augsburg digested by Melancthon , and 

presented to the emperor . 

Melancthon, the most eloquent, the most polite, and at the 
same time the most moderate of all the disciples of Luther, 
drew up the Augsburg Confession in concert with his master, 
on whom they had prevailed to approach near the place of 
the diet. This Confession was presented to the emperor in 
Latin and High Dutch the 25th of June, 1530, subscribed by 
John, Elector of Saxony, by six other princes, of whom one 
of the chief was Philip, Landgrave of Hesse, and by the 
towns of Nuremberg and Reutlingen, to which four other 
towns associated themselves. It was read publicly in the 
diet, in presence of the emperor; and agreed that no copy of 
it should be spread abroad, either printed or written, but 
by his orders*. Many editions of it have been since made, 
as well in the German as the Latin language, all materially 
differing; and yet it has been received by the whole 
party. 

3. —Of the Confession of Strasburg , or of the Four Towns , 

and of Bucer who formed it . 

Those of Strasburg, with their associate defenders of the 
figurative sense, offered to subscribe it, excepting only the 
article of the Lord’s Supper. They were not admitted on 
those terms, so they compiled their own particular confes¬ 
sion, which was drawn into form by Bucer. 

He was a man of sufficient learning, of a pliant mind, and 
more fruitful in distinctions than the most refined scholastics ; 
an agreeable preacher; his style something heavy ; but the 
advantage of his figure and sound of voice gained upon his 
hearers. He had been a Dominican, and was married like 
the rest, and even, as I may say, more so than the others, 
for on the death of his first wife he proceeded to a second, 
and so to a third marriage. The holy fathers received not 
to priesthood any person who, whilst a layman, had been 
twice married. Bucer, both a priest and a religious, during 
his new ministry married three times without scruple. This 
circumstance recommended him to the party; they wished by 

* Clvyt, Hist, Confess. Aug. 
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these daring examples to confound the superstitious observ¬ 
ances of the ancient church. 

It does not appear that Bucer had concerted any tiling 
with Zuinglius ; the latter with the Swiss spoke plainly and 
openly ; Bucer's thoughts were wholly intent on compounding 
matters, and never was man so fertile in equivocations. Yet 
neither he nor his party could at that time unite themselves 
with the Lutherans, and the new reformation made two 
bodies visibly separate by two different confessions of faith. 

After they had been drawn up, these Churches seemed to 
have assumed their last form, and it was time, at least at that 
juncture, to hold themselves steady ; but, on the contrary, 
here it was they betrayed most their valuations. 


4. —Of the Confession of Augsburg , and its Apology ; the 

authority of these two pieces throughout the ivhole party . 

The Augsburg Confession is the most considerable of all in 
every respect. Besides that it was first presented and sub¬ 
scribed by a greater body, and received with more ceremony, 
it has also this advantage, that it was considered afterwards, 
not only by Bucer, and by Calvin himself in particular, as 
a work common to the Reformation, but also by the whole 
party of the figurative sense assembled in a body, as will 
appear from -what follows. The Emperor had caused some 
Catholic divines to refute it; Melancthon made its Apology, 
which he enlarged a short time after. This Apology, how¬ 
ever, must not be regarded as a particular work, since it was 
presented to the Emperor in the name of the whole jparty 
who laid before him the Confession of Augsburg, and the Lu¬ 
therans have held no assembly since that time to declare their 
belief in which the Confession of Ausburg and Apology were 
not placed by them upon equal authority, as appears from 
the acts of the assembly of Smalkald in 1537, and from 
others.-* 

5. — The tenth article of the Confession of Augsburg, which 

relates to the Lord's Supper , expressed four different 
* ways.—The Variation of the two first . 

It is certain, the intention of the Confession of Augsburg 
was to establish the real presence of the body and blood ; 
and, as the Lutherans say in the Book of Concord, u it was 
then expressly designed to reject the error of the Sacra- 

* Pro&f.Apol. in Lib. Concord, p. 48. Act. Smal. ibid., 356. Epitome Act. ib. 
571. Solid Repet. ibid., 633, 726. 
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mentarians, who, at the same time, presented their own par¬ 
ticular Confession of Augsburg*." But the Lutherans were 
so far from speaking in a uniform manner on this subject, that, 
on the contrary, we see at first sight the tenth article of their 
confession, which is that in which they design to establish the 
reality, we behold, I say, this tenth article couched in four 
different forms, being scarcely able to discern which is the 
most authentic, since they all appeared in editions which had 
the marks of public authority. 

Of these four ways we see two in the Geneva Collection, 
where the Confession of Augsburg is delivered to us as it was 
printed in 1540, at Wittemberg, the birth place of Luther¬ 
anism, in the presence of Luther and Melancthon. We there 
read the article of the last supper two different ways. In the 
first, which is that of the Wittemberg edition, it is said, that 
“ with the bread and wine, the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ are truly given to those who partake of the supperf.” 
The second speaks not of bread and wine, and is expressed 
in these terms; “ They (the Protestant churches) believe 
that the body and blood are truly distributed to those who 
eat, and disapprove of those who teach the contrary I." 

Here is a variation at the first step of sufficient importance, 
since the last of these expressions agrees with the doctrine of 
the change of substance, and the other seems calculated to 
oppose it. The Lutherans, however, stopped not there ; and 
although, of the two ways of expressing the tenth article, 
which appear in the Geneva Collection, they have followed 
the last in their Book of Concord, at the place where the 
Augsburg Confession is there inserted ; however, this same 
tenth article is seen two other ways expressed in the same 
book §. 

6.— Two other ways in ivhich the same Article is couched , 
and their differences . 

And truly, the Apology of the Augsburg Confession will be 
found in this book, where the same Melancthon who had 
drawn it up, and defends it, transcribes the article in these 
terms : “ In the Lord's Supper the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ are truly and substantially present, and are truly 
given together with the things that are seen, that is, with the 
bread and wine, to those who receive the sacrament." 

In fine, we also find these words in the same book of Con- 

* Concord, p. 728. f Conf. Aug. art. 10. 

$ Conf. Aug. art. 10. Syntagm. Gen. 2 part, p. 13. 

§ Conf, Aug. art, 10, in lib. Concord, p. 13. 
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cord : “ The article of the supper is thus taught from the 
word of God in the Augsburg Confession : that the true body 
and the true blood of Jesus Christ are truly present, distri¬ 
buted and received in the holy supper, under the species of 
bread and wine; and those are disapproved of who teach the 
contrary*.” And it is in this manner also that the tenth 
article is delivered in the French version of the Confession of 
Augsburg, printed at Frankfort in 1673f. 

If these two ways of expressing the reality be compared, 
there is no person who does not see that this of the Apology 
expresses it in stronger words than did the two preceding 
ones from the collection of Geneva, but at the same time de¬ 
parts farther from transubstantiation ; and that the last, on 
the contrary, accommodates itself to the expressions which 
the Church makes use of, that Catholics might subscribe it. 

7.— Which of these ways is the original one . 

If it be asked, which of these four different ways is the 
original one presented to Charles V., the thing admits of no 
small doubt. 

Hospinian maintains the last to be the original, because it 
is that which appears in the impression which was made in 
the year 1530, at Wittemberg, that is in the seat of Luther¬ 
anism, the abode of Luther and Melancthon J. 

He adds the cause why this article was changed, because 
it too openly favoured transubstantiation, signifying the body 
and blood to be truly received, not with the substance, but 
under the species of bread and wine, which is the very ex¬ 
pression made use of by Catholics. 

And this is the very thing which enforces the belief that 
the article was thus expressed at first, since it is certain from 
Sleidan and Melancthon, as well as from Celestin and Chy- 
traeus, in their histories of the Confession of Augsburg, that 
the Catholics contradicted not this article in the refutation 
of the Augsburg Confession, which they there made by the 
order of the Emperor §. 

Of these four ways, the second was that which was inserted 
in the Book of Concord ; and it might seem that this was the 
most authentic, because the princes and states who subscribed 
this book, seem to affirm in the preface that they transcribed 
the Augsburg Confession, as it is still to be found in the 
archives of their predecessors, and in those of the empire ||. 

* Apol. Conf. Aug, Cone. p. 157. 

f Solid. Repot. £ Hospin. part 2, p. 94, 132, 173. 

§ Sleid. Apol. Conf, Aug, ad Art. 10. Chytr, Hist. Conf, Aug. Cudest Hist, 
Conf, Aug. t, iii. || Pra'f. Con, 
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But, upon more exact inquiry, this will be found inconclusive, 
since the authors of this preface only say, that having com¬ 
pared their copies with the archives, cc they found that theirs 
was wholly and throughout of the same sense with the Latin 
or German originals which shows the pretension of agreeing 
in substance with the other editions, but not the positive fact, 
that is, that the words are throughout the same ; otherwise, 
such different ones would not be found in another part of the 
same book, as we observed before. 

Be that as it may, as the Confession of Augsburg could be 
presented to the emperor but in one way, it is strange there 
should appear three so different from that, and altogether as 
authentic, as we have just seen, and that so solemn an act 
should be so many times altered by its authors in an article 
so essential. 

8 . — The Fifth way in which this same Tenth Article is ex¬ 
pressed in the Apology of the Confession of Augsburg . 

But they stopped not in so fine a way, but immediately 
after the Confession of Augsburg, they gave to the emperor 
a fifth explication of the article of the supper, in the Apology 
for their Confession of Faith, drawn up at their order by 
Melancthon. 

In this Apology, Melancthon being careful to express in 
formal terms the literal sense, approved, as has been seen, 
by the whole party, was not content to have already acknow¬ 
ledged a true and substantial presence, adding, that Christ 
was “ corporeally given to us,” and that this was the “ ancient 
and common” sentiment, not only of the Church of Rome,” 
but also of the “ Greek Church*.” 

9 , — The manner in ivhick the Reality is explained by the 

Apology , tends at the same time to establish the Change 

of Substance . 

And although this author but little favours the change of 
substance even in this book, yet his dislike to it is not so 
great, but that he makes honourable mention of the autho¬ 
rities, which establish it; for in order to prove his doctrine 
of the “ corporeal presence,” from the sentiment of the east¬ 
ern church, he cites the canon of the Greek mass, when the 
priest prays expressly, says he, that the proper body of 
Jesus Christ be made in the change of bread, or by the 
change of bread. Far from condemning anything in this 
prayer, lie makes use of it as a record whose authority he 

* Apolog. Confess, Aug. in Art, 10, p. 157, 
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owns ; and with the same judgment produces the words of 
Theophylast, archbishop of Bulgaria, who affirms that the 
bread is not the figure only, but is truly changed into flesh*. 
It so happens, that of three authorities which he adduces to 
confirm the doctrine of the real presence, two there are 
which assert the change of substance ; so necessarily do these 
two truths follow each other, so natural a connexion is there 
between them. When these passages, which appeared at 
the first publication, were afterwards mutilated in some edi¬ 
tions by the enemies of transubstantiation, it was because 
they were displeased that they could not establish the reality, 
which they approved, without admitting transubstantiation 
at the same time, which they had been determined to deny. 

10. — The evasion of the Lutherans , with regard to these 

Variations . 

Such were the uncertainties into which the Lutherans fell 
at their commencement; no sooner did they undertake to 
give a settled form to their church, by a confession of faith, 
than they were so'irresolute, that they immediately published 
an article of such importance as /that of the Eucharist, in 
five or six different forms. They were not more unchang- 
able, as shall be seen, in the other articles ; and what they 
commonly answer, that the council of Constantinople added 
also to that of Nice, avails them nothing ; for the truth is, a 
new heresy rising up after the council of Nice, which denied 
the divinity of the Holy Ghost, it was necessary to add some 
words for its condemnation ; but in our present case, where 
nothing new occurred, it was nothing but want of steadiness 
which introduced among the Lutherans the variations We 
have seen. 

1 1. — The Sacramentarians are not more steady in explaining 

their Faith . 

If the defenders of the figurative sense reply, that their party 
fell not into similar inconsistencies, let them not flatter them¬ 
selves with this persuasion. In the tfc Diet of Augsburg,” 
where the confessions of faith commence, it has been demon¬ 
strated that the Sacramentarians at first produced two dif¬ 
ferent ones; and we shall soon see the diversity of them. 
In course of time they were not less fruitful in different 
confessions of faith than the Lutherans, and have appeared 
no less embarrassed, no less uncertain, in the defence of the 
figurative, than the others in that of the literal sense. 

* Apol, Aug. Conf. 
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This is what may justly surprise us ; for it would seem that 
a doctrine so easy to be understood, according to human 
reason, as is that of the Sacramentarians, should afford no 
embarrassment to those who undertook to explain it. But it 
is because the words of Jesus Christ naturally make an im¬ 
pression of reality on the mind,'which all the refined subtilties 
of the figurative sense are not able to destroy. As, therefore, 
the greatest part of those who opposed it, could not divest 
themselves of this entirely ; and, on the other hand, were 
desirous to please the Lutherans, who retained it, we must 
not be surprised, that, with their figurative interpretations, 
they mingle so many expressions which savour of the reality ; 
nor that, having left the true idea of the real presence taught 
them by the Church, they were so pressed to please them¬ 
selves with the terms they had chosen, in order to retain 
some image of it. 

12.— The indefinite and ambiguous expressions of the Con¬ 
fession of Strasburg , on the article of the Lord's Supper . 

This was the cause which introduced those equivocations, we 
shall see, into their Catechisms and Confessions of Faith. 
Bucer, the great architect of all these subtilties, gave a slight 
specimen of them in the Strasburg Confession ; for though 
unwilling to make use of the same terms as the Lutherans to 
explain the real presence, he affects to say nothing that 
might be expressly contrary to it, and expresses himself in 
words ambiguous enough to bear that sense. Thus he speaks, 
or rather makes those of Strasburg and the others to speak: 
(c When Christians repeat the supper, which Jesus Christ 
made before his death, in that manner he instituted it, he 
gives to them, by the sacraments, his true body and blood to 
eat and drink truly, to be the food and drink of souls 

In reality, they say not with the Lutherans, “ That this 
body, and this blood, are truly given with the bread and 
wine and yet less, that they are truly and substantially 
given; 5 ’ Bucer, as yet, had not proceeded so far; but he 
says nothing contrary to it, and nothing, in fact, which a 
Lutheran, and even a Catholic might not approve. We all 
consenting to this, “that the true body and true blood of 
our Lord are given to us to eat and drink truly,” not for the 
food of bodies, but, as Bucer said, for the food of souls. 
So this confession kept itself within general expressions ; and 
even when it says, “ We truly eat and drink the true body 

* Conf, Arc. Gent.c. xviii.de Coena, Synt, Gen. part i, p. 195. 
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and true blood of our Lord,” it seems to exclude eating and 
drinking by faith ; which, indeed, is no more than a meta¬ 
phorical eating and drinking: so much were they afraid of 
acknowledging that the body and blood are only spiritually 
given, and of inserting into a confession of faith, what to 
Christians was so great a novelty. For although the Eu¬ 
charist, as well as the other mysteries of our salvation, had a 
spiritual effect for its end, it had, like the other mysteries, that 
which was accomplished in the body for its foundation.— 
Jesus Christ was to be born, to die, to be spiritually risen 
again in the faithful; yet he was also to be born, to die, and 
to rise again really, and according to the flesh. In the 
same manner, we were to partake spiritually of his sacrifice ; 
yet also we were corporally to receive the flesh of this victim, 
and to eat of it indeed. We were to be united spiritually 
to the heavenly spouse ; yet hi3 body which he gave to us 
in the Eucharist, in order to a mutual possession of ours, was 
to be the pledge and seal, as well as the foundation of this 
spiritual union; and this divine marriage, as well as the ordi¬ 
nary ones, though in a far different way", was to unite minds 
by uniting bodies. To speak therefore of the spiritual union 
was, in reality, to explain the last end of this mystery ; but to 
that intent, the corporal union, on which the other was 
grounded, ought not to have been forgotten. At least, since 
it was that which separated the churches, they ought, in a 
confession of faith, to have spoken distinctly for or against 
it,—a course which Bucer had not sufficient resolution to 
pursue. 

13.— The progress of these same ambiguities , and the remark - 
able effect they had on those towns that subscribed to them. 

He was fully sensible he should be reproved for his silence; and 
to obviate the objection, after having said in general, “ That 
we truly eat and drink the true body and true blood of our 
Lord, for the food of our souls,” he makes those of Strasburg 
say, “ that keeping themselves at a distance from all dispute, 
and all curious and superfluous enquiry, they call back the 
mind to that only which profits; and which by our Saviour 
was alone regarded, namely, that, feeding on him, we may 
live in him, and by him: *” as if explaining the principal end 
proposed by our Saviour were sufficient, without speaking 
one way or the other of the Real Presence, which the Luther¬ 
ans, as well as Catholics, granted to be the means. 

* Conf. Argent, c. 18. de Cocmi. Synt. Gen. part 1. p. 195. 
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Having declared these things, they conclude, by protesting 
C( that they are calumniated when they are accused of chang¬ 
ing the words of Jesus Christ, and mutilating them by human 
interpretations, or of administering nothing in their supper 
but mere bread and wine, or of despising the Lord’s Supper; 
for, on the contrary,” they say, 66 we exhort the faithful to 
give ear to the words of the Lord with a simple faith, by 
rejecting all false comments, and all human inventions, and 
by adhering closely to the sense of the words, without hesi¬ 
tating in any way; finally, by receiving the sacraments for 
the food of their souls.” 

Who condemns not, with them, superfluous refinements, 
human inventions, false comments on the words of our Lord ? 
What Christian does not profess to adhere closely to the sense 
of these divine words ? But since this sense had been the 
subject of disputation for six whole years, and so many con¬ 
ferences had been held to settle it, they ought to have deter¬ 
mined what it was, and what were those false glosses which 
were to be rejected. What advantage is it to condemn that 
in general, and by indefinite terms, which is rejected by all 
parties ? and who sees not, that a confession of faith requires 
decisions more clear and more precise ? Certainly, were we 
to judge of Bucer’s sentiments, and those of his brethren, by 
this Confession of Faith only, and knew not from other sources 
that they were not favourable to the Real and Substantial 
Presence, we might believe they were not, at least, far from 
it. They have terms to flatter those who believe it, others 
by which to escape if pressed ; in a word, we may say, 
without doing them an injustice, that whilst confessions of 
faith are generally made to explain our thoughts on the dis¬ 
putes which disturb the peace of the church, these, on the 
contrary, by lengthened discourses and tedious circumlocu¬ 
tion, discovered the secret of saying nothing distinctly on the 
subject of discussion. 

From thence an odd effect followed: namely, that of the 
four towns which had united themselves by this common 
confession of faith, and had all embraced, at that time, senti¬ 
ments contrary to the Lutherans, three, namely, Strasburg, 
Memingen, and Lindau, without scruple, a short time after¬ 
wards, went over to the doctrine of the Real Presence : so 
well had Bucer succeeded by his ambiguous discourses in 
rendering their minds pliant, so that they could easily turn 
to any side. 
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14.— The Confession of Faith of Zainglius very dear and 
free from all equivocation . 

Zuinglius dealt more frankly. In the Confession of Faith 
which he sent to Augsburg, and which received the approba¬ 
tion of all the Swiss, he declared plainly, <fi That the body of 
Jesus Christ, after his ascension, was no where else but in 
Heaven; nay, could be no where else; that truly, in the 
Supper, it was, as it were, present by the contemplation of 
faith, and not really, or by its essence*.” 

To defend this doctrine, he wrote a letter to the Emperor 
and the Protestant Princes, where he establishes this differ¬ 
ence between him and his adversaries ; that these would have 
<c a natural and substantial body, and he a sacramental 
body f.” He is uniform in the use of the same language ; 
and in another Confession of Faith, which, at the same time, 
he directs to Francis the First, he explains, <£ This is my 
body,” <c of a symbolical, mystical, and sacramental body ; 
of a body by denomination and signification “ in the same 
manner,” says he, “ as a queen, shewing amongst her jewels 
her nuptial ring, says readily, ‘ This is my king, that is, this is 
the ring of the king my husband, wherewith he hath espoused 
lne.l’ ” I know not of any queen that ever used such an odd 
phrase ; but it was not easy for Zuinglius to find, in ordi¬ 
nary language, such a mode of speaking as he would ascribe 
to our Saviour. Nay, he acknowledges no more in the Eu¬ 
charist than a moral presence, which he calls 66 Sacramental 
and Spiritual.” He always places the force of the sacraments 
in this, “ that they assist the contemplation of faith; that they 
serve for a bridle to the senses, and make them concur better 
with the thoughts.” As to the manducation, “ which the Jews 
understood in the same sense with the Papists,” according to 
him, “ it ought to cause the like horror a father would feel 
who had his son given him to eat.” In general, “ faith has a 
horror of a visible and corporal presence, M^hich makes St. 
Peter say, ‘ depart from me, O Lord Jesus Christ must not 
be eaten in this carnal and gross way : a faithful and religious 
soul eats his true body sacramentally and spiritually.” Sacra¬ 
mentally, that is to say, in sign ; spiritually, that is, by the 
contemplation of faith, which represents to us Jesus Christ 
suffering, and shews us he is wholly ours. 

* Conf. Zuing. int. Oper. Zuing. et ap. Hosp. ad an. 1530; 101, et scq. 
t Epist. ad Cccs. et Princ. Prot. ibid. J Conf. ad Franc. I. 
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15. — The state of the question appears clearly in the Confes¬ 

sion of Zuinglius. 

It is not our business here to complain, that he calls our man- 
ducation gross and carnal, though so much elevated above the 
senses ; nor that he would raise a horror of it, as a cruel and 
bloody object. These are the usual reproaches which those 
of his party have ever made to us and the Lutherans. We 
shall see, by what follows, how those who now reproach will 
justify us ; it is enough that we here observe, that Zuinglius 
speaks plainly. From these two Confessions of Faith we 
learn in what the difficulty precisely consists; on one side, a 
presence in sign, and by faith ; on the other, a real and sub¬ 
stantial presence ; and this it is which separated the Sacra- 
mentarians from Catholics and Lutherans. 

16. — What reason there teas for making use of the word Sub¬ 
stance in the Eucharist; that it is the same which made it 
necessary in the Trinity . 

It will now be easy to comprehend what was the reason why, 
the defenders of the literal sense, both Catholics and Lutherans, 
used so much the words (C true body, real body, substance, 
proper substance,” and others of a similar nature. They 
made use of the word “ real and true,” to signify that the 
Eucharist was not a mere sign of the body and blood, but 
the very thing itself. 

For this reason, also, they employed the word substance ; 
and if we trace it up to its origin, we shall find, that what in¬ 
troduced this word into the mystery of the Trinity, rendered 
it likewise necessary in the mystery of the Eucharist. Before 
the subtilties of heretics had confounded the true sense of 
these words of our Saviour, “ I and my Father are one*,” 
the perfect unity of the Father and Son was believed to be 
sufficiently expressed by this text of scripture, without the 
necessity of always saying they were one in substance ; but 
ever since the time that heretics would persuade the faithful 
the unity of the Father and Son was only a unity of con¬ 
cord, of thought, of affection, it was deemed expedient to 
banish these pernicious equivocal terms by establishing con- 
substantiality—namely, the unity of substance. This term, 
which was not in scripture, was judged necessary to the right 
understanding of it, and keeping at a distance the dangerous 

* John x. 30. 
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interpretations of those who adulterated the simplicity of 
God’s word. 

By adding these expressions to scripture, it was not pre¬ 
tended it explained itself, in respect of that mystery, ob¬ 
scurely or ambiguously ; but it grew out of the necessity 
which existed of opposing by these express words the evil 
interpretations of heretics, and of preserving that natural 
and primitive scripture sense, which would immediately have 
made impression on the mind, were not the ideas confused by 
prejudice or false subtilties. 

It is easy to apply this to the subject of the Eucharist. 
Had the natural and just sense, without refinement, been 
preserved of these words, “ This is my body, this is my 
blood,” we should have thought we had sufficiently explained 
a real presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist, by saying, 
that what he there gives is his body and blood; but since it 
has been said that Jesus Christ was then present in figure 
only, or by his spirit, or by his virtue, or by faith, then to 
remove all ambiguity it was believed necessary to say, that 
the body of our Lord was given to us in its proper and true 
substance, or, what comes to the same, that he was reallv 
and substantially present. It is this which gave rise to the 
term Transubstantiation, just as natural to express a change 
of substance, as that of consubstantial was to express a unity 
of substance. 


17 .—The Lutherans had the same reason as we to make use 
of the word Substance ; Zuinglius never used it , nor Bucer 
at the commencement . 

For the same reason, the Lutherans, who acknowledge the 
reality without the change of substance, when they rejected 
the term Transubstantiation, retained that of “ the true and 
substantial presence,” as we have seen in the Apology of the 
Augsburg Confession ; and these terms were chosen to fix the 
natural sense of these words, “ This is my body,” as the word 
consubstantial was chosen by the fathers of Nice to fix the 
literal sense on these words, u I and my Father are one,” and 
these other, the “ word was God.” 

Accordingly, we do not find that Zuinglius, who first 
reduced to form the opinion of the figurative sense, and 
explained it in the frankest manner, ever employed the word 
substance. On the contrary, he perpetually excluded “ the 
manducation,” as well as the substantial 44 presence,” in order 
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that he might leave nothing but a figurative manducation, 
that is, “ In spirit and by faith*.* 9 

Bucer, although more inclined to ambiguous expressions, 
did not, at the beginning, make use of the word substance, or 
communion and substantial presence, but was content not to 
condemn these terms, and confined himself only to the general 
expressions which we have seen. Such was the first state 
of the Sacramentarian controversy, into which Bucer’s sub- 
tilties introduced afterwards such a number of unseasonable 
variations as we shall be obliged to relate in the sequel. 
For the present it is sufficient to have pointed at the cause. 


18 .—Of the doctrine of Justification ; that there is no diffi¬ 
culty in it after xohat has been said on it in the Confession 
of Augsburg and in the Apology . 

The question of justification, in which that of free will was 
contained, seemed to Protestants of a far different importance, 
for which reason they twice demand of the emperor, in the 
Apology, a particular attention to this subject, as being the 
most important of the whole gospel, and that also on which 
they have laboured most")*. But I hope it will soon be dis¬ 
covered they have laboured in vain, to say nothing more, 
and that in this dispute there is much more of misunder¬ 
standing than real difficulty. 


19 .—That the doctrine of Luther on Free IVill is retracted 
in the Confession of Augsburg. 

And first, we must remove from this dispute the question 
of free will. Luther had returned from that excess, which 
induced him to say, that God’s prescience wholly destroyed 
free will in all creatures; and had consented to have this arti¬ 
cle placed in the Augsburg Confession:— u That free will is to 
be acknowledged in all men that have the use of reason, not 
for the things of God, which men cannot commence or at least 
finish without him, but only with regard to the works of this 
present life and the duties of civil society;];.” Melancthon 
added to it in the ^Apology, “ with respect to the exterior 
works of God’s law§.” These are two truths already 
which admit of no discussion ; one, that there is a free will; 
and the other, that of itself it can do nothing in works that 
are truly Christian. 

* Ep. ad Cees. et Princ. Prot. + Ad Art. iv. de Justif. p. 60. dc pom. p. 161, 
l Conf, Aug. Art. xviii. Apol. ad euud. Art. § Apol.ad euud. Art. 
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20. —A word in the Augsburg Confession which tended to 

Semi - Pelagianism . 

There was, moreover, a word, in that passage we have just 
seen of the Augsburg Confession which, from men who would 
attribute all to grace, was not near so correct as we speak in 
the Catholic Church. It is in that place where it is said, that 
of itself “ free will cannot commence, or at least finish the 
things of God,” a restriction which seems to insinuate it can 
at “ least commence” them by its proper strength—a semi- 
Pelagian error, from which we shall hereafter see the Luthe¬ 
rans at present are not far removed. 

The following article * explained how 66 the will of the 
wicked was the cause of sin where, although it be not dis¬ 
tinctly ^enough said that God is not the author of it, as much 
at least was insinuated, in opposition to the first maxims of 
Luther. 

21. —All the reproaches made to Catholics founded on calum¬ 

nies ; the first calumny on gratuitous Justification. 

But what is most remarkable, with respect to the other points 
of Christian grace in the Confession of Augsburg is this, that 
it everywhere supposes errors in the Catholic Church, which 
errors were always detested by her ; so that they seemed 
rather to have sought a subject for quarrelling than reform¬ 
ing, and the thing will appear manifest upon expounding his¬ 
torically the belief of the one and the other. 

In the Confession of Augsburg and in the Apology, they 
grounded themselves much on the remission of sins being 
purely the result of generosity, which ought not to be attri¬ 
buted to the merit and worth of precedent actions. Strange! 
the Lutherans everywhere ascribed to themselves the honour 
of this doctrine, as if they had brought it back again into the 
Church, and reproached Catholics, fcC that they believed they 
obtained the forgiveness of their sins by their own works 5 
that they believed they could merit it by doing, on their side, 
what they were able, and even by their own strength; that 
all they attributed to Jesus Christ was the having merited 
for us a certain habitual grace, whereby we may more easily 
love God ; and although the will had it in its power to love 
him, it did it more willingly from this habit ; that they taught 
no other justice than that of reason ; that we could draw 
near to God by our proper works, independently of the 

* Art, xix. ibid. 
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propitiation of Jesus Christ, and that we had dreamt of a 
justification without speaking one word of him* ; which they 
repeat incessantly, to conclude as often, “ That we had buried 
Jesus Christ.” 

22. — They attributed to Catholics two propositions that were 

contradictory: “ ex opere operato,” what it means . 

But whilst they reproached Catholics with so gross an error, 
they, on the other hand, imputed to them the opposite sen¬ 
timent, accusing them of £< believing themselves justified by 
the sole use of the sacrament, £ ex opere opera to,’ as they 
speak in schools, without any good dispositionf.” How 
could the Lutherans imagine, that amongst us so much was 
given to man, and at the same time so little ? But both one 
and the other are very distant from our doctrine, inasmuch 
as the council of Trent is quite full, on the one side, of 
the good sentiments by which we ought to dispose ourselves 
for baptism, for penance, and for communion, declaring even 
in express terms, “ that'the reception of grace is voluntary:” 
and, on the other side, it teaches, that the forgiveness of sins 
is purely gratuitous ; and that all which prepares us for it, 
either proximately or remotely, from the beginning of the 
vocation and the first horrors of a conscience shaken by fear, 
even to the most perfect act of charity, is the gift of God J. 

23. — According to the Lutheran doctrine , the Sacraments 

operate Ci ex opere operato.” 

True it is, we say with regard to infants, that by his infi¬ 
nite mercy baptism sanctifies them, though they co-operate 
not by any good motives to this great work ; but besides^ 
that in this the merit of Jesus Christ, together with the effi¬ 
cacy of his blood, displays itself, the Lutherans themselves 
say as much ; they themselves confessing that 44 little children 
ought to be baptized ; that baptism is necessary for their 
salvation ; and that by this sacrament they are made the 
children of God §.” Is not this an acknowledgment of the 
force of the sacrament, of itself and by its own action effec¬ 
tual, 44 ex opere operato,” in children ? For I do not find 
that the Lutherans consider themselves bound to maintain 
with Luther, that children brought to baptism, produce 
therein an act of faith. They must then necessarily say 

* Conf, Art. xx. Apol. Cap. de Justif. Cone. p. Cl. Ibicl. pp. 62, 74, 102, 103. 
f Conf. Aug. Ait. xiii., etc. 

t Sess. 6. cap. v. \i. 14. Sess. xiii. 7. Sess. xiv. 4. Sess. vi. 7. Ibid. cap. viii, ibid, 
cap. v. vi. Can. 1,2, 3. Sess. xiv. 4. 6 Art. ix. 
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with us, that the sacrament, by which they become regene¬ 
rated, operates by its own proper virtue. 

If it be objected, that amongst us the sacrament has the 
same efficacy in the adult, and operates in them “ ex opere 
operato,” it is easy to comprehend that this is not admitted 
to exclude the necessary good dispositions in them, but only 
to shew that what God works in us, when he sanctifies us by 
the sacrament, is above all our merits, all our works, all our 
foregoing dispositions; in a word, the pure effect of his grace, 
and of the infinite merits of Jesus Christ. 


24. — That according to the Council of Trent , the remission 

of sins is purely gratuitous . 

There is no merit therefore of ours that obtains the remission 
of sins ; and the Confession of Augsburg ought not to have 
assumed the glory of this doctrine, as if it were peculiar to 
itself; since the Council of Trent equally acknowledged, 
Ci that we are said to be justified gratuitously, because all 
that precedes justification, whether faith or works, cannot 
merit this graceconformably to what the Apostle says, 
‘‘ if it be grace, it is not therefore works, otherwise grace is 
no longer grace*.” 

Here then is the remission of sins, and justification gra¬ 
tuitously and without merit, established in as express terms in 
the Catholic Church as it could possibly have been done in 
the Confession of Augsburg. 

25. — The second calumny on the Merit of Works; that it is 
acknowledged in the Augsburg Confession , and by Luther , 
in the same sense as it is in the Church . 

If after the remission of sins, when the Holy Ghost dwells, 
and charity reigns in us,‘and the soul is rendered agreeable 
by a gratuitous bounty, we acknowledge merit in our good 
works,—the Confession of Augsburg agrees with us in this, 
seeing that in the Geneva edition printed after that of Wit- 
temberg, which was made under the inspection of Luther and 
Melancthon, we read that “ the new obedience is reputed a 
justice, and merits rewards.” And yet more expressly, that 
“ although far distant from the perfection of the law, it is 
a justice, and merits rewards.” And a little after, that 
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“ good works are worthy of great praises, that they are ne¬ 
cessary, and that they merit recompenses *. 55 

Afterwards, explaining these words of the Gospel, u Who¬ 
soever hath, to him shall be given, 55 it says, “ that our 
action must be joined to God’s gifts, which it preserves in 
us; and that it merits their increase f; 55 and praises this 
saying of St. Austin, “ that charity, when it is exercised, 
merits the increase of charity. 55 Here then is our co-ope¬ 
ration necessary in express terms, and its merit confirmed 
by the Confession of Augsburg. Therefore they thus conclude 
this article: c< thereby good men may understand what true 
good works are, and how they please God, and how they 
are meritorious J.” Merit cannot be better established, 
nor more inculcated ; nor does the Council of Trent insist 
further on this matter. 

All this was taken from Luther, and from the grounds of 
his sentiments; for in his commentary on the epistle to the 
Galatians, he writes, that “ where he speaks of justifying 
faith, he means that which works by charity ; for, 55 says he, 
“ faith merits that the Holy Ghost be given us§. 55 He had 
just said, that with this Holy Ghost all virtues are given us, 
and it was thus he explained justification in that famous com¬ 
mentary : it was printed at Wittemberg, in 1553; so that 
twenty years after Luther had commenced the Reformation, 
nothing as yet was found in merit that deserved correction. 

26.— The Apology asserts the Merit of Works . 

It must not then be a matter of surprise, if in the Apology of 
the Augsburg Confession, this opinion be found so strongly 
grounded. There Melancthon makes new efforts to explain 
the subject of justification, as his letters testify, where he 
thus teaches, “ that there are rewards proposed and promised 
to the good works of the faithful, and that they are merito¬ 
rious, not of forgiveness of sins or of justification, (which 
we have not otherwise than by faith,) but of other corporal 
and spiritual rewards in this life, and that to come ac¬ 
cording to what St. Paul saith, “ that each one shall receive 
his reward according to his works ||. 55 And Melancthon is 
so full of this truth, that he confirms it anew in the answer to 
the objections by these words : We confess, as we have 

often done already, that although justification and life eternal 

* Art. vi. Synt. Gen. p. 12. Ibid. p. 20. cap, de Bon. Oper. f Ibid. p. 21. 

| Page 22. § Comment, in Ep. ad Gal. t. v. 243. 

|| Apoi. Conf, Aug. ad Art. iv. v. vi. Resp, ad Object. Concord, p. 96. 
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appertain to faiths good works, however, merit other cor- 
poraland spiritual rewards, and different degrees of rewards, 
according to what St. Paul says, ‘ that each one shall be 
rewarded according to his labour for gospel justice being 
occupied about the promise of grace, gratuitously receives 
justification and life ; but the fulfilling of the law, which 
proceeds as the result of faith, is occupied about the law 
itself; and then the recompense, continues he, is offered, 
not gratuitously', but according to works, and it is 
due; and accordingly those who merit this reward are 
justified before they fulfil the law*.” 

Thus the merit of works is constantly recognised by those 
of the Augsburg Confession as a thing comprised ill the 
notion of a reward, there being nothing indeed more natu¬ 
rally united than merit on one side, when reward is promised 
and proposed on the other. 

And verily, what they reprehend in Catholics is not their 
admission of merit, which is also asserted by them, but is, 
says the Apology, “ that, as often as merit is spoken of, they 
transfer it from other rewards to justificationf.” If, then, 
we acknowledge no merit but what follows and not pre¬ 
cedes justification, the difficulty will be removed; and it is 
the very thing was done at Trent by this decision, that we 
are said to be gratuitously justified, because not any of those 
things, whether faith, or works, which precede justification, 
can merit itj.” And again, 66 that our sins are gratuitously 
forgiven us, by the divine mercy, for the sake^of Jesus 
Christ§„” Whence it follows, also, that the Council admits 
no merit, “ but in regard to the augmentation of grace, and 
life eternal||.” 


27 .—Melancthon is inconsistent ivith himself in the Apology , 
when he there denies that good icorks merit eternal life . 

As to the augmentation of grace, it was agreed to at Augs¬ 
burg, as already seen ; and for life eternal, true it is, Melanc¬ 
thon would not acknowledge it was merited by good works, 
since, according to him, they merited other recompenses 
only, which are promised to them in this life and the next. 
But when Melancthon spoke thus, he did not reflect what 
he had said in this same place, that it is eternal glory 
which is due to those who are justified,” according to this 
saying of St. Paul, “ Those whom he hath justified, he hath 

* llesp, ad Object. Con. p. 137. -}■ Apol. Conf. Aug. p. 137. J Sess, vi, cap. 8, 
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glorified also Again, he reflected not that eternal life is 
the true recompense promised by Jesus Christ to good works, 
conformably to that text of the Gospel cited by him in ano¬ 
ther place in support of merit, that those who shall obey the 
Gospel “shall receive a hundred-fold, in this world, and life 
everlasting in the next f; v where is seen, besides the hun¬ 
dred-fold which shall be our recompense in this life, that life 
eternal is promised as our reward in the life to come: so that 
if merit is grounded on the promise of a recompense, as 
Melancthon asserts, and with truth, nothing is more merited 
than eternal life, though, in other respects, nothing more 
gratuitous, according to that excellent doctrine of St. Augus¬ 
tine, 66 Life eternal is due to the merits of good works ; but 
the merits unto which it is due are gratuitously given us by 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

28.— That there is something in eternal life which falls not 
under merit . 

It is also true, that what prevents Melancthon from abso¬ 
lutely holding eternal life as a recompense promised to good 
works, is, that eternal life being always, in a certain manner, 
annexed to grace, it is without works given to little children, 
and would be given to the adult in case they were even sur¬ 
prized by death the very moment they were justified, with¬ 
out their having had time to act afterwards; which prevents 
not, in another respect, the eternal kingdom, eternal glory, 
eternal life, from being promised as a reward to good works, 
and also from being merited, in the sense expressed by the 
Augsburg Confession. 

29.— Variations of the Lutherans in that which they 
curtailed in the Confession of Augsburg . 

What does it avail the Lutherans to have altered this Confes¬ 
sion, and to have erased in their Book of Concord, and other 
editions, those passages which sanction merit ? Can they, 
by this act, prevent this confession of faith from having been 
printed at Wittemberg, under the eyes of Luther and Me¬ 
lancthon, with no contradiction from any of the party, afid 
with all the passages we have cited \ What other effect does 
the erasure of them produce, but to make us remark the 
force and importance of them ? But to what purpose is it to 
erase the merit of good works in the Confession of Augsburg, 

* Apol. Conf. Aug. 137. + In Locis Comm. cap. de Justif. Mat. xix. 29. 
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whilst they themselves leave it as entire in the Apology, as 
they have caused it to be printed in their Book of Concord ? 
Is it not certain the Apology was presented to Charles V. by 
the same princes and in the same diet as the Confession of 
Augsburg * ? But what is still more remarkable, it was 
presented, as the Lutherans confess, “in order to preserve 
its true and proper sense tfor so it is worded in an authen¬ 
tic writing, in which the Protestant princes and states declare 
their faith. Therefore, it is not to be doubted but the merit 
of works is agreeable to the spirit of Lutheranism, and of the 
Confession of Augsburg, and it is unjustly that the Lutherans 
disturb the Church of Rome on this head. 


30.— Three other calumnies against the Church—The fulfil¬ 
ling of the laid acknowledged in the Apology in the same 
sense as in the Church . 

I foresee, however, it may be said they have not approved 
the merit of works in the same sense as we do, for three rea¬ 
sons :—first, because they do not acknowledge with us, that 
the just man can and ought to fulfil the law ; secondly, be¬ 
cause for this very reason they do not admit that meritwhich 
is called of condignity, whereof all our books are full; 
thirdly, because they teach that the good works of man justi¬ 
fied stand in need of the gratuitous acceptation of God in 
order to obtain for us eternal life, which they will not allow 
that we admit. Here, will it be said, are three characters by 
which the doctrine of the Confession of Augsburg and Apo¬ 
logy will stand separated eternally from ours. But these 
three characters subsist not, except by as many misrepresen¬ 
tations of our belief : for, in the first place, if we say we 
ought to satisfy the law, the whole world agrees in it, since all 
agree we ought to love, and the Scripture pronounces that 
“ love or charity is the fulfilling of the law }.” There is even 
an express chapter in the Apology which bears this title: “ Of 
love and the fulfilling of the Law§.” And we have just seen 
in it, that <c the fulfilling of the law proceeds as the result of 
justification;” and this is there repeated in a hundred places, 
and cannot be called in question. But further, it is not true 
that we pretend, after one is justified, he satisfies the law of 
God in full rigour ; since, on the contrary, we are taught by 
the Council of Trent that we are daily under the necessity of 
saying, “Forgive us our trespasses ||.” So that, however 

* Praif. Apol. Cone. p. 48. + Solid, repet. Cone. G33. 
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perfect our justice may be, there is always something God 
amends in it by his grace, renews by his holy spirit, supplies 
by his bounty. 


31 ,— The merit of Condignity, 

As to the merit of condignity, besides that the Council of 
Trent has not made use of this term, the thing bears no diffi¬ 
culty, since, at the bottom, it is agreed upon, that after jus¬ 
tification, that is, after the person has become agreeable, and 
the Holy Ghost dwells, and charity reigns in him, the Scrip¬ 
ture attributes to him a kind of dignity : “ They shall walk 
with me in white, because they are worthy*.” But the 
Council of Trent has clearly explained that all this worthiness 
proceeds from grace ; and the Catholics have declared it to 
the Lutherans ever since the time of the Augsburg Confession, 
as appears from the history of David Chytrseus, and from that 
of George Cselestin, both Lutheran authors f. Both these 
historians give an account of the confutation of the Augsburg 
Confession made by the Catholics at the Emperor’s command, 
when they declare, “ that man cannot merit eternal life by 
his own proper strength, and without the grace of God, and 
that all Catholics confess our works of themselves are not of 
any merit; but that the grace of God renders them worthy 
of life eternal.” 


32 .—The merit of Congruity, 

With regard to the good works we perform before we are 
justified—because the person then is neither agreeable nor 
just, on the contrary, is accounted still as in sin, and an 
enemy—in this state he is incapable of any true merit; and 
the merit of congruity or seemliness which divines allow in 
him, is not, in their opinion, any true merit, but a merit impro¬ 
perly so called, which has no further signification, than that it 
is suitable to the Divine Goodness to have a regard to the 
sighs and tears which he himself has inspired into the sinner 
who begins to be converted. 

The same must be answered with regard to alms which a 
sinner bestows to <e redeem his sins,” according to the advice of 
Daniel J ; and to that “ charity which covereth the multitude 
of sins,” according to St. Peter §; and forgiveness promised 
by Jesus Christ himself to “ those who forgive their brethren ||.” 

* Apoc. iii. 
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The Apology answers here, that Jesus Christ does not add 
“By doing alms, or by forgiving, one merits forgiveness, ex 
opere operator in virtue of this action, but in virtue of 
faith * But who pretends otherwise ? Who has ever 
said that good works, which please God, must not be 
done according to the spirit of faith, without which, as 
St. Paul says, “ it is impossible to please God t ?” Or who 
ever thought that these good works, and the faith which 
produces them, merited forgiveness of sins ex opere operato , 
and were capable of operating it of themselves ? None so 
much as ever thought of employing this expression, ex 
opere operato , in the good works of the faithful: it was ap¬ 
plied only to the Sacraments, which are nothing but instru¬ 
ments of God. It was employed to show that their action 
was divine, all-powerful, and effectual of itself; and nothing 
but a calumny, or gross ignorance, could suppose that in Ca¬ 
tholic doctrine, good works wrought, after this manner, the 
forgiveness of sins, and justifying grace. God, who inspires 
them, has regard thereunto, of his bounty for the sake of 
Jesus Christ; not because we are worthy he should have a 
regard to them in order to justify us, but because it is worthy 
of him to look down with pity on humble hearts, and therein 
complete his own work. Such is the merit of congruity, 
which may be attributed to man even before he is justified. 
The thing, at bottom, is indisputable ; and truly, if the term 
displeases, it is not used in the council of Trent, even by the 
Church herself. 

33 .—The Mediation of Jesus Christ always necessary . 

But although God looks with another eye on sinners already 
justified, and the works which he then produces by his spirit 
dwelling in them tend more immediately to eternal life, it is 
not true, according to us, that a voluntary acceptation of 
them is not requisite on God’s part, because all is here 
grounded, as says the council of Trent, on the promise which 
“ God has made to us mercifully/' that is, gratuitously, u for 
the sake of Jesus Christ J,” of giving eternal life to our good 
works, without which w r e could not promise ourselves~so high 
a recompense. Thus, when in the Confession of Augsburg, 
and the Apology §, it is everywhere objected against us, 
that after justification we believe we have no further need of 
Jesus Christ’s mediation, we cannot be more visibly calum- 


* Rcsp. ad Arg. 
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mated; since, besides that It is through Jesus Christ alone 
we preserve the grace received, we stand in need of God’s 
incessantly having a regard to that promise which he of his 
sole mercy, and by the blood of the Mediator, has made unto 
us in the new covenant. 

34. —How the merits of Jesus Christ appertain to us ; and 

how they are imputed to us. 

In a word, whatever the Lutheran doctrine has that is good, 
had not only been entire in the Church, but also had been 
much better explained, inasmuch as all false ideas were clearly 
removed from it. The truth of this assertion appears prin¬ 
cipally in the doctrine of imputed justice. The Lutherans 
imagined they had discovered something wonderful and pecu¬ 
liar to themselves, when they said, c£ God imputed to us the 
justice of Jesus Christ, who had perfectly satisfied for us, and 
rendered his merits ours.” Yet the Scholastics, so much cen¬ 
sured by them, were full of this doctrine. Who amongst us 
has not ever believed and taught that Jesus Christ super¬ 
abundantly satisfied for men, and that the Eternal Father, 
contented with this satisfaction of his Son, dealt with us as 
favourably as if we ourselves had satisfied his justice ? If this 
be all that is understood, when the justice of Jesus Christ is 
said to be imputed to us, it is wfiat no one doubted, nor 
should they have disturbed the whole world, nor taken on 
themselves the title of reformers, for so known and so avowed 
a doctrine. The council of Trent did acknowledge, with 
sufficient fulness, that u the merits of Jesus Christ, and of 
his passion” were rendered ours by justification, since it re¬ 
peats so often, “ that by it they are communicated to us,” 
and without it none can be justified *. 

35. — Justification , regeneration , sanctification , renovation , 

how in substance they are all the same grace . 

What Catholics, together with this council, understand, 
when, not satisfied with the simple imputation of the merits 
of Jesns Christ, they permit not that alone to be relied on, 
is, that God himself is not satisfied with that only; but in 
order to apply those merits to us, he at the same time rege¬ 
nerates us, visits us, renovates us, diffuses his holy spirit into 
us, which is the spirit of holiness, and by that means does 
sanctify us: and all this together in our doctrine makes up 
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the justification of a sinner. This also was the doctrine of 
Luther and Melancthon *. Those subtle distinctions between 
justification and regeneration or sanctification, in which at 
present the whole nicety of the Protestant doctrine is placed, 
were born after them, and since the confession of Augsburg. 
The Lutherans now acknowledge that these things were 
confounded by Luther and Melancthon, even in the Apology, 
so authentic a work of the whole party. Luther, indeed, thus 
defines justifying faith : “ True faith is the work of God in 
us, by which we are renovated, and born again of God and 
the Holy Ghost. And this faith is that true justice which 
St. Paul calls the justice of God, and which God approves^.” 
By this, therefore, we are both justified and regenerated at 
the same time; and since the Holy Ghost, that is, God 
himself acting in us, interposes in this work, it is no imputa¬ 
tion out of us, as Protestants will now have it, but a work 
within us. 

And as to the Apology, Melancthon repeats there in every 
page, “that faith justifies and regenerates us, and brings to 
us the Holy Spirit.” And a little after, that “ it regenerates 
hearts, and brings forth a new life J.” And again, more 
clearly: “To be justified, is of unjust to be made just; 
and to be regenerated is to be declared and reputed just 
which shows that these two things concur together. Not 
the least appearance of the contrary is to be found in the 
confession of Augsburg; and there is nobody but perceives 
how well those ideas the Lutherans then had coincide with 
ours. 


36 .—Satisfactory vjorks acknowledged in the Apology , and 
Monks reckoned among the Saints . 

It seems as if they had separated farther on satisfactory works, 
and the austerities of a religious life; for they reject them 
frequently as contrary to the doctrine of gratuitous justifica¬ 
tion. But, in reality, they do not condemn them so severelv 
as one might at first be induced to think ; for not only 
St. Anthony, and the monks of the first ages, men of fright¬ 
ful austerity, but also of these latter days, St. Bernard, St. 
Dominic, and St. Francis, are numbered amongst the holy 
fathers in the Apology. Their mode of life, far from being 
censured, is judged worthy of the saints, “ because,” say 

* Solid. Repet. Cone. p. 6S6. Epit. artic. Ibid. 185. 
t Proef. in Epist. ad Rom. t. v, f. 97, 98. 

£ Cap. de Justif. Cone. pp. 68, 71, 72,73, 74, 82. Cap. de Dilect. 83. 
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they, u it prevented them not from believing themselves jus¬ 
tified by faith for the love of Jesus Christ A sentiment 
far removed from the excesses which we at this day witness 
in the new reformation, where they blush not to condemn St. 
Bernard, and rank St. Francis in the list of fools. True it is, 
after having placed these great men in the number of the 
holy fathers, the Apology condemns the monks who followed 
them, upon the pretence that “ they believed they merited 
the forgiveness of sins, grace, and justice, by these works, 
and did not receive it gratuitously t.” But the calumny is 
manifest, since the religious now-a-days still believe, as did 
those of old, together with the Catholic Church and the 
Council of Trent, that the forgiveness of sins is purely gra¬ 
tuitous, and given through the merits of Jesus Christ alone. 

And that it may not be supposed the merit which we attri¬ 
bute to these works of penance was then disapproved of by 
the defenders of the Augsburg confession, they teach, in 
general, “ of works and afflictions, that they do not merit 
justification, but other recompense; and of alms in particular, 
when they are done in the state of grace, <c that they merit 
many benefits from God; that they mitigate pains ; that 
they merit that we should be assisted against the perils of sin 
and death J.” What prevents their saying as much of fasting 
and other mortifications ? And all this, well understood, is 
nothing in substance, but what is taught by all Catholics. 

37. — The necessity of baptism , and the amissibility of justice 
taught in the Confession of Augsburg. 

Calvinists have departed from the true ideas of justification, 
by saying, as we shall see, that baptism is not necessary for 
little children ; that justice once received is never lost, and, 
what is a consequence of this, that it is preserved even in 
crime. But the Lutherans, when they saw these errors spring 
up among the Anabaptist sects, condemned them by these 
three articles of the Confession of Augsburg: 

66 That baptism is necessary to salvation, and that they 
condemn the anabaptists who assert children may be saved 
without baptism, and out of the Church of Jesus Christ §.” 

“ That they condemn the same anabaptists, who deny the 
Holy Ghost may be lost after a man is once justified \\.” - 

<c That those who fall into mortal sin are not just; that we 
ought to resist evil inclinations ; that those who, contrary to 

* Apol. Resp. ad Arg, vi. 99, De Vot. Monast. 281. t Apol. ibid. 
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God’s commandment, obey them, and act contrary to 
their conscience, are unjust, and have neither the Holy 
Ghost; nor faith; nor confidence in the divine mercy 


38 ,—The inconsistencies of certainty, and of special faith , 
are not removed by the Augsburg Confession . 

One will be astonished to see so many articles of importance 
decided in the Augsburg Confession conformably to our senti¬ 
ments ; and truly, when I consider what it is which they have 
discovered, that is particular; I see nothing but that special 
faith of which we spoke at the commencement of this work, and 
the infallible certainty of the forgiveness of sins which they will 
have it to produce in consciences. And, indeed, it must be 
acknowledged this is what they give us as the capital point of 
Luther’s doctrine, the masterpiece of his reformation, and the 
strongest foundation of piety and comfort to the faithful. 
However, no remedy was discovered against that terrible 
difficulty we at first observed,—in being assured of the for¬ 
giveness of sin, without ever being able to be certain of the 
sincerity of repentance. For after all, let imputation be what 
it may, it is certain that Jesus Christ imputes his justice to 
none but those who are penitent, and sincerely penitent, that 
is, sincerely contrite, sincerely afflicted for their sins, sincerely 
converted. Let this sincere repentance have in itself whatever 
of worth, perfection, merit, there may be, or let it not, I have 
sufficiently explained myself before on the subject, and shall 
add no more upon this occasion. Let it be either condition, or 
disposition and preparation, or in a word what you please, it 
concerns me not, since, whatever it maybe, it must be had, or 
there is no forgiveness. But, according to the principles of 
Luther, I can never be assured whether I have or have it 
not; since, according to him, I can never know whether my 
repentance be not an illusion, the vain conceit of my own self- 
love ; nor whether the sin I believe rooted out of my heart, 
reign not there more securely than ever, as it escapes my sight. 

It is to no purpose to say with the Apology, “ that faith 
is incompatible with mortal sinf now I have faith; there¬ 
fore, I have not mortal sin. For it is from this springs 
all the difficulty, since it ought to be said on the contrary, 
“ Faith is incompatible with mortal sin.” It is what the 
Lutherans have now just taught. Now I am not assured 
that I have not mortal sin; it is what we have proved by 


* Art, vi. p. 12. Cap.de bon.Oper.p. 21. 
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the doctrine of Luther * : I am not, therefore, certain that 
I have faith. In effect, they exclaim in the Apology, “ Who 
loves God sufficiently? Who fears him sufficiently ? Who suf¬ 
fers with sufficient patience ?” Now, it maybe said in the same 
manner, Who believes as he ought ? Who believes sufficiently 
to be justified before God ? And what follows in the Apo¬ 
logy confirms this doubt; for it proceeds, Who doubts 
not frequently whether it be God or chance that governs the 
world ? Who doubts not frequently whether he shall be 
heard of God f V* Therefore, you doubt frequently of your 
own proper faith. How, then, are you assured of the for¬ 
giveness of your sins ? You have not, therefore, this for¬ 
giveness ; or else, contrary to the dogma of Luther, you have 
it without being assured you have it; or, which is the height 
of blindness, you are assured of it without being assured of 
the Sincerity of your faith, or of that of your repentance ; 
and so the forgiveness of sins becomes independent of both 
one and the other. See to what this certainty conducts us— 
this groundwork, on which is wholly built the Confession of 
Augsburg, this fundamental dogma of Lutheranism. 

39.— That , conformably to the principles of Lutherans them¬ 
selves , the uncertainty acknowledged by the Catholics should 
give no trouble , nor disturb the repose of conscience . 

Now what they oppose to us, namely, that by the uncertainty, 
wherein we leave afflicted consciences, we cast them into 
trouble, or even into despair, is not true ; and to this the 
Lutherans must agree, for this reason—because, however 
they may boast of the assurance they have of their justifica¬ 
tion, they dare not absolutely assure themselves of their per¬ 
severance, nor consequently of their eternal happiness. On 
the contrary, they condemn those who say, justice once 
received can never be lost J. But by this loss, one forfeits 
all right he had, as a justified person, to eternal inherit¬ 
ance. Therefore, one is never certain of not losing this 
right, since he is not certain that he shall never lose that 
justice to which it is annexed. Yet he hopes, however, for 
this blessed inheritance. In this sweet hope he lives happy, 
according to St. Paul, a rejoicing in hope§.” Therefore, 
exclusive of this last assurance, which prohibits all kind of 
doubt, one may enjoy as much repose as the state of this life 
permits. 

* Sup. Book I. f Apol. Cap. de Justif. 91. 
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40. —JVhat is the true repose of Conscience in Justification , 

and what certainty is received therein . 

Hence is seen what must be done in order to the ac¬ 
ceptance of the promise, and the application of it; it is to 
believe, readily, that the grace of Christian justice, and, 
consequently, life eternal, belong to us in Jesus Christ: and 
not only to us in general, but also to us in particular. On 
the part of God, I acknowledge, there is no impediment to 
this ready and firm belief: heaven and earth shall pass away 
sooner than his promises fail us. But that we have no impe¬ 
diment, nothing to fear on our side, the terrible example of 
those who persevere not to the end, and who, according 
to the Lutherans, -were not less justified than the elect them¬ 
selves, evidently establishes the contrary. Here, then, in a 
few words, is the whole doctrine of justification. Although, 
to nourish humility in our hearts, we are always in fear as 
far as regards ourselves, with respect to God all things are 
made sure to us; so that our repose in this life consists in a 
firm confidence in his paternal goodness, and in a perfect 
resignation to his high and incomprehensible will, together 
with a profound adoration of this his impenetrable secret. 

41. —The Confession of Strasburg explains Justification like 

the Church of Rome. 

As to the Confession of Strasburg, if we consider its doctrine, 
we shall see how much reason there was, at the Conference 
of Marpurg, to accuse those of Strasburg, and the Sacra- 
mentarians in general, of understanding nothing of the justi¬ 
fication as expounded by Luther and the Lutherans; for this 
confession of faith says not a word either of justice by impu¬ 
tation, or of the required certainty thereof. On the contrary, 
it defines justification to be that by which, “ of unjust we 
become just, and of wicked good and upright*,” without 
giving us any other idea of it. It adds, that it is gratuitous, 
and attributes it to faith ; but to faith joined with charity, 
and fruitful in good works. Thus it says, with the Confes¬ 
sion of Augsburg, “that charity is the fulfilling of the whole 
law, conformably to the doctrine of St. Paulfyet ex¬ 
plains more strongly than Melancthon had done, how neces- 
sarily the law ought to be fulfilled, asserting “ that no one 
can be completely saved, if he be not so guided by the spirit 

* See before, Book ii. -j- Conf, Argent, cap, iii. el iv. 


118 THE HISTORY OF [BOOK 

of Jesus Christ as not to fail in any of those good works, 
for the practising of which God has created us ; and that it 
is so necessary the law should be fulfilled, that heaven and 
earth shall sooner pass away than an abatement be made in 
the least tittle of the law, or in one single iota.” No 
Catholic ever spoke more strongly of the accomplishment of 
the law than this Confession. But, although this be the foun¬ 
dation of merit, Bucer spoke not a word of it there ; though, 
elsewhere, he makes no difficulty of acknowledging it in the 
sense of St. Augustin, which is that of the Church. 


42 .—Of Merit , according to Bucer . 

Whilst we are on this subject, it may not be unnecessary to 
consider what were the opinions of this Doctor, one of the 
chief leaders of the second party of the new Reformation, 
in a solemn conference, where he expressed his sentiments in 
these terms :—“ Whereas, God will judge each one accord¬ 
ing to his works, we must not deny that good works per¬ 
formed by the grace of Jesus Christ, and which he himself 
operates in his servants, do merit eternal life ; not, indeed, 
from their intrinsic worth, but from the acceptation and 
promise of God, and the covenant made with him : for it is 
to such works the Scripture promises the reward of eternal 
life, which in another respect, however, is a favour, because 
these good works, to which a recompense is given, are the 
gifts of God*.” This is what Bucer wrote in 1539, in the 
dispute of Leipsic, that it may not be supposed these things 
were written at the beginning of the Reformation, before 
they had time for reflection. Conformably to this same 
principle, the same Bucer decides, in another place, that it 
must not be denied but “ one may be justified by works, as 
St. James teaches, since God will render to each man ac¬ 
cording to his works.” And he proceeds,—“The question 
is not of merits : we reject them not in any way, and even 
acknowledge that eternal life is merited according to this 
saying of our Saviour, ‘ He that shall leave off all for the 
love of me, shall have a hundred-fold in this life, and, here¬ 
after, life everlastingf.” 


* Disp. Lips, an. 1539. 
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43. —Bucer undertakes to defend the Prayers of the Church , 

and shews in what sense the merits of the Saints 

profit us . 

The merits which every one may acquire for himself, and even 
with respect to eternal life, cannot be more clearly acknow¬ 
ledged. But Bucer advanced still farther; and, whereas the 
Church was accused of attributing merits to Saints, not only 
for themselves, but for others also, he justified it by these 
words :—“ With regard to the public prayers of the Church, 
called Collects, where mention is made of the prayers and 
merits of the Saints; whereas, in these same prayers, whatever 
is intreated in that %vay, is intreated of God and not of the 
Saints, and, moreover, is intreated through Jesus Christ, by 
this all those who make this prayer acknowledge that all the 
merits of the Saints are gifts of God gratuitously granted.” 
And, a little after, ec For we, moreover, do confess and preach 
with joy, that God rewards the good works of his servants, not 
in themselves alone, but in those also for whom they pray, since 
he has promised he will do good to those who love him, to a 
thousand generations*.” Thus Bucer disputed for the Ca¬ 
tholic Church in 1546, at the Conference of Ratisbon ; and, 
indeed, these prayers were made by the greatest men of the 
Church, and in the most enlightened ages; and St. Augustin 
himself, however great an enemy he was to presumptuous 
merit, acknowledged, however, that the merits of the Saints 
were useful to us, when he said, cc one of the reasons for cele¬ 
brating in the Church the memory of martyrs, was in order 
that we might be associated to their merits, and assisted by 
their prayers+.” Thus, let what may be said, the doctrine 
of Christian justice, of its works, and its merits, was acknow¬ 
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of bread :" which marks most distinctly the Real Presence of 
the body, and gives to understand, according to the usual 
expression, that nothing but the species of bread remains. 


26.—Concerning Images and Saints. 
Images were retained, with full liberty of incensing them, 
kneeling before them, bringing offerings, and shewing respect 
to them, in consideration that these homages were a relative 
honour, directed to God, and not to the Imaget. This was 


* Burn, lib, iii, p. 216. T Ibid, 
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not only approving the honour of Images in general, but 
those things, in particular, wherein it is carried to its greatest 
height. 

The people were to be taught that it was good to pray to 
the saints, that they would pray for, and with us, yet so as 
not to think to obtain those things at their hands which were 
only to be obtained of God *. 

When Mr. Burnet looks upon this as a kind of ** Reforma- 
tion, that the immediate worship of Images was removed, 
and the direct invocation of saints changed into a simple 
prayer of praying for the faithful +,” he does but trifle; 
since there is not a Catholic but will own to him that he 
hopes for nothing from the saints but by their prayers, nor 
renders any honour to images but what is here expressed with 
relation to God. 


27.—Of Ceremonies.—Of the Cross. 


Touching ceremonies, these are expressly approved of, ** viz. 
holy water, blessed bread, hallowing the font, the exorcisms 
in baptism, giving ashes on Ash-Wednesday, bearing palms 
on Palm-Sunday ; creeping to the cross on Good-Friday, 
and kissing it in memory of Christ's death +: all these 
ceremonies were looked upon as a kind of mysterious lan- 
guage, which brought to mind God's benefits, and excited 
the soul to raise itself up to heaven, which, in reality, is the 
very notion all Catholies have of them. 


28,—On Purgatory and Masses for the dead. 


The custom of praying for the dead is warranted as having 
a certain foundation in the book of Maccabees, and a conti- 
nuation in the Church from the beginning: all is approved 
of, and it is held “consistent with the due order of charity to 
pray for them, and to make others pray for them, in Masses 
and Exequies, and to give alms to them for that end§:” 
whereby that was acknowledged in the Mass, which was the 
great aversion of the new Reformation, viz. that virtue by 
which, independently of communion, it profited those for 
whom it was said, inasmuch as those souls, doubtless, did not 
communicate. 


* Burn. lib. iii. p. 217. + Ibid. p. 218. ł Ibid. p. 217. 
§ Collec. of Records, t. i. add. p. 306. 
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29.—The King decides concerning Faith, by his own 
authority. 


With relation to each of these articles the King said, that he 
enjoined all Bishops to announce them to the people, *« By 
him committed to their spiritual charge ;” a language till then 
quite unheard of in the Church. The truth is, when he de- 
cided these points of Faith, he had before heard the Bishops, 
as judges hear lawyers; but it was he that prescribed and 
decided.  Allthe Bishops signed, after Cromwell, the Vicar- 
general, and Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury. 


30.—Cranmer and the rest subscribed Henry's articles against 
their consciences —Mr. Burnet strives in vain to excuse 
them. 


Mr. Burnet is ashamed to see his Reformers approve the 
chief articles of the Catholic doctrine, and even the Mass 
itself, which alone contained them all. But he excuses them, 
saying, ** That some of the Bishops and Divines were not 
theu so fully convinced about some matters, which after- 
wards they arrived to a clearer understanding of, and so it 
was their ignorance, and not their cowardice or policy, that 
made them compliant in some things*." But is not this ban- 
tering the worldin too grossa manner, to make the Reformers 
ignorant of what was most essential in the Reformationt? If 
Cranmer and his adherentssincerely approvedall these articles, 
even the Mass, wherein could they be called Lutherans? and 
if, from that time, they rejected in their hearts all these pre- 
tended abuses, as doubtless they did, what was their signing 
them else but a shameful prostitution of their consciences? 
Nevertheless, Mr. Burnet will have it, at all events, that the 
Reformation took a great step at that very time, because in the 
first of Henry's articles the ** Scriptures and theancient Creeds 
were made the standards of the people's faitht,” with a pro- 
hibition of saying anything that was not conformable to them ; 
a thing which nobody denied, and which, consequently, stood 
in no need of being reformed. 

Such are the articles of faith which were established by 
Henry in 1536. But although he had omitted some, and in 
particular no mention was there made of four Sacraments, 
Confirmation, Extreme Unction, Order, and Matrimony, it 
is certain, however, that he altered nothing therein no more 
than in the other points of our faith; but his design was to 
express particularly, in those articles, what was most contro- 


p * Burn, l iii, p, 219, t Ibid, p. 21, t Ibid. p. 218, 
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verted at that time, to the end that he might leave no doubt 
of his perseverance in the ancient faith. 


31.— To draw $n the Gentry, Church lands are sold at low 
rates. 


At the same time, by Cromwell's advice, and in order to draw 
in the gentry to his sentiments, he sold them in their several 
counties the lands of those monasteries that had been sup- 
pressed, and at very low prices*. Such was the cunning of 
the Reformers, and such the ties that linked men to the Re- 
formation. 


32.—Cromwell and Cranmer confirm anew the Faith of the 
Church, which they detested in their hearts. 


The Vicegerent published also a new ecclesiastical regulation, 
which had the doctrine of the above articles, so conformable 
to Catholic doctrine, for its foundation. Mr. Burnet finds a 
great likelihood that these injunctions were opened by Cran- 
mer}, and gives us a new instance, that, in point of religion, 
this Archbishop was capable of the most criminal dissimu- 
lations. 


33,.—Henry’s Six Articles.—1539. 


Henry explained himself more distinctly as to the ancient 
faith, in the famous declaration of those six articles which he 
published in 1539. In the first, he established Transubstan- 
tiation; in the second, Communion in one kind ; in the third, 
the Celibacy of Priests, with the penalty of death for those 
who should trespass against it; in the fourth, the obligation 
of keeping Vows; in the fifth, the use of private Masses ; in 
the sixth, the necessity of auricular Confessiont. ‘These arti- 
cles were published by authority of the King and Parlia- 
ment; and it was enacted that those who obstinately op- 
posed them should suffer death, and the rest be prisoners 
during the King’s pleasure. 


34.—The King’s marriage with Anne of Cleves, Cromwell’s 
design, who proposed tt.—The King’s new amours.— 
Cromwell condemned to death.—1540. 


Whilst Henry declared himself in so terrible a manner against 
the pretended Reformation, Cromwell, the Vicegerent, and 
the Archbishop, saw no other way of advancing it, than by - 


* Burn. lib. iii. p. 223. 4 Ibid. p. 225, 1 Ibid. p. 256, 
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giving the King a wife, who might protect them and their 
designs. The Queen, Jane Seymour, died in the year 1537, 
in child-bed of Edward. If she experienced not Henry’s 
fickleness, Mr. Burnet is of opinion, it was owing, in all like- | 
lihood, to the shortness of her life. Cromwell, who remem- 
bered how much power Henry’s wives had over him as long 
as they continued in his affection, believed that Anne of 
Cleves'* beauty would be a great prop to his measures, and 
prevailed with the King to marry her; but unluckily this 
Prince fell in love with Catherine Howard}, and scarce had he 
accomplished his marriage with Anne, but he bent all his 
thoughts to break it off. The Vicegerent underwent the 
punishment of having advised him to it, and found his ruin 
where he thought to meet with hissupport. It was perceived 
that he gave private encouragement to the new preachers, 
enemies of the Six Articles and Real Presencef, which the 
King defended vehemently. Some words spoken by him 
on this occasion against the King, were brought to his ears§. 
Whereupon the Parliameut, by the King's orders, con- 
demned him for a heretic and traitor to his country|. It was 
observed, he was condemned without being heard, and so 
bore the punishment of that detestable advice he had been 
the first author of, to attaint people without hearing them. 
And after this, will any one say that the arm of God was 
not visible on these miserable Reformers, the most wicked, as 
we see, no less than the greatest hypocrites of all mankind ? 


35.—Cromwell’s hypocrisy— Mr. Burnet's vain artifices. 


Cromwell, above all the rest, prostituted his conscience to 
flattery ; he, in his quality of Vicegerent, authorizing in 
public all Henry’s articles of faith, which he strove secretly 
to destroy. Mr. Burnet conjectures, that, if he was refused 
a hearing, it was because ** [t was very probable that in all 
he had done that way, viz. for the pretended Reformation, 
he had the King’s warrant for it, and acted only by his order, 
whose proceedings towards a Reformation are well known. $” 
But this time the artifice is too gross, and, to be deluded by 
it, a man must wilfully blind himself. Will Mr. Burnet 
have the face to say, that the proceedings towards a Refor- 
mation, which he attributes to Henry, were in prejudice to 
his Six Articles, or the Real Presence, or the Mass? This 
would be giving himself the lie, since he owns throughout 


* Burnet, p. 271. T Ibid. p. 276, f Ibi 
§ lbid. p. 278. || Ibid. p. 277. Spb 
VOL. I. T 
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his whole work, that this Prince was always very zealous for, 
or, to use his own words, addicted to, all these articles. Ne- 
vertheless he would here have us believe, that Cromwell had 
secret orders to undermine them, when at the same time he is 
put to death for having favoured those who impugned them. 


36.—Cranmer's prostitution of consctence—he annuls the 
King’s marriage with Anne of Cleves—ihe magnificent 
terms of this unjust sentence—ihe King marries Catherine 
Howard, who is favourable to ihe Reformation, and soon 


beheaded for her infamous behaviour—the judgment of 
the Convocation. 


But let us leave Mr. Burnet’s conjectures, and his vain shifts 
to colour the Reformation, and confine ourselves to facts 
which truth will not suffer him to deny. After Cromwell’s 
attainder, it was still requisite, for the King’s satisfaction, to 
rid him of his odious wife, by making void the marriage with 
Anne of Cleves. The pretext was very gross. The betroth- 
ing of this Princess to the Marquis of Lorrain whilst both 
parties were minors, and which they never ratified when of 
age, was alleged as the cause of nullity. It was plain nothing 
could be more weak in order to dissolvea perfectly complete 
marriage. But, though reasons were wanting, the King had 
a Cranmer ready for all jobs. By means of this Archbishop 
this marriage was cancelled similarly to the two others. ** The 
sentence was pronounced the 9th of July, 1540, and the 
whole convocation, without one disagreeing vote, judged the 
marriage null. The sentence was signed by all the eccle- 
siastics of both chambers, and sealed with the seals of both 
Archbishops." Mr. Burnet is ashamed, and owns* ** this was 
the greatest piece of compliance that ever the king had from 
their clergy; for they all knew there was nothing of weight 
in that pre-contract," which was made tlie foundation of the 
divorce. Therefore they acted openly against their con- 
sciences; but lest we should, at another time, be imposed 
upon by the specious terms of the new Reformation, it is 
proper to take notice that they pass this sentence, as re- 
presenüng the great Council, after having said that the King 
required nothing of them but what was true, was just, was 
honourable, and holy: in this manner spoke those corrupted 
Bishops}. Cranmer, who presided over this assembly, and 
carried the result of it to the Parliament, was the greatest 


* Burnet, p. 281. Coll. n. 19, t lbid, 
$ Collec, Rec, Lib, iii, n, 19. p. 197. 
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coward of them all; and Mr. Burnet, after having strained 
hard to palliate the matter, 1s forced to own that, overcome 
with fear (for lie knew it was contrived to send him quickly 
after Cromwell), he consented with the rest*. Such was the 
courage of this second Athanasius, the virtue of this second 
Cyril. Upon this unjust sentence the King married Cathe- 
rine Howard, no less zealous for the new Reformation than 
Anne Boleyn. But strange was the destiny that attended 
these female Reformers. Her scandalous life soon brought 
her to the scaffold, nor was Henry’s house ever clear from 
the stains of blood and infamy. 


37,—A new declaration of Faith conformable to the Church's 
doctrine. 


The prelates made a new confession of faith, which this 
Prince confirmed by his authority; wherein the belief of the 
seven sacraments was declared in express terms, that of 
penance, in the absolution given by the priest; the necessity 
of confession, transubstantiation, concomitancy. ‘So that 
(says Mr. Burnet) communion in both kinds was not neces- 
sary ; the veneration of images and praying to saints, in the 
same sense we have seen in the King's first declaration, which 
is the sense of the Church; the necessity and merit of good 
works in order to obtain life everlasting; prayers for the 
dead ; and, in short, all the rest of the Catholic doctrine, 
except the article of Supremacy, whereof we shall speak 
apart.” 


38.—Cranmer’s hypocrisy, who signs all of them. 


Cranmer, with the rest, subscribed to every one; for, al- 
though Mr. Burnet asserts that some articles passed which 
were contrary to his sentiments, yet he yielded to the plu- 
rality, and we observe no opposition on his part to the com- 
mon judgment. The same exposition had been published by 
the King's authority ever since the year 1538, signed by 
uineteen Dishops, eight Archdeacons, and seventeen Doctors, 
without any opposition. Such, at that time, was the faith of 
the Church of England and of Henry, whom she had owned 
for her head. The Archbishop approved of all against his 
conscience. His master's will was his sovereign rule; and, 
instead of the Holy See with the Catholic Church, the King 
alone was to him infallible. 


* Burnet, p, 281, 1 2 i, Lib, iii, p, 290, et seq. 
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39.— Nothing considerable was changed in the Missals and 
the other books of the Church—Continuation of Cranmer's 
hypocrisy. 

Meanwhile, he continued saying Mass, which he rejected in 

his heart, although nothing was changed in the Mass-books. 

Mr. Burnet agrees, ‘‘ The alterations they made were incon- 

siderable, and so slight, that there was no need of reprinting 

either the Missals, Breviaries, or other Offices: for (pro- 
ceeds this historian) a few rasures of these Collects, in which 
the Pope was prayed for, of Thomas Becket’s Office (St. 

Thomas of Canterbury), and the Offices of other Saints, 

whose days were, by the King’s injunctions, no more to be 

observed, with some other deletions, made that the old books 

did still serve*.’’ After all, then, the same worship was still 

practised. Cranmer complied with it; and if you would 

know all that troubled him, it was, as we learn from Mr. Bur- 

net, because, excepting Fox, Bishop of Hereford t, as great a 

dissembler as himself, the other Bishops that adhered to himt 

were rather clogs than helps to him, because they would not 
be managed and governed by politic and prudent measures, 
but were flying at many things that were not yet abolished. 

Cranmer, who betrayed his conscience, and attacked in secret 

what he approved and practised in public, was more cunning, 

since he knew how to introduce his skill, in managing his 
politic measures, into the very heart and vitals of religion. 


40.—Cranmer’s behaviour tn relation to the Six Articles. 


One may wonder, perchance, how a man of this temper ven- 
tured to speak against the Six Articles; for this is the only 
place were Mr. Burnet makes him courageous; but he him- 
self discovers the cause to us. It was because he had a par- 
ticular interest in the article which condemned married priests 
to death, for he was then married himself§. It had been too 
much to suffer his own condemnation to pass in Parliament 
for a standing law, and his fear even made him then shew 
some kind of courage: accordingly, though he spoke but 
faintly against the other articles, yet he delivered himself 
fully against this. But, after all, it does not appear that he 
did any more on this occasion than, after a vain struggle to 
dissuade the law, to fall in at last, as his custom was, with 
the general opinion. 


* Burnet, Lib. iii, p.294, t Ibid. p.954. ^ i Ibid. p. 255, ^ § Ibid. p. 257. 
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4].—Mr. Burnet’s account of Cranmer’s resistance. 


But here is the greatest act of his resolution. Mr. Burnet 
would have us believe, upon the credit of an author of Crom- 
well’s life, that the King, being concerned for Cranmer on 
account of the act on behalf of the Six Articles, was desirous 
of knowing why he opposed them, and ordered him to put 
all his arguments in writing, which he did*. The paper, 
written out fair by his secretary, fell into the hands of one of 
Craumer’s enemies. It was immediately carried to Cromwell, 
then living, with the design of having the author taken E. s 
but Cromwell stifled the thing, and so Cranmer escaped this 
hazard. 

This account naturally leads us to believe that the King 
knew nothing at all of Cranmer’s writing against the Six 
Articles; and that, had he known it, this prelate would have 
been utterly ruined ; and, lastly, that he escaped purely by 
his cunning and perpetual dissimulation: however, if Mr. 
Burnet had rather have it so, I am willing to believe the 
King found so great a propensity in Cranmer to approve, in 
public, all his master could desire, that this Prince had no 
reason to be under any concern what a person of that com- 
pliance might think in private, nor could he find in his heart 
to part with so commodious a counsellor. 


42.—Cranmer's shameful sentiments on the Ecclesiastical 
authority, which he sacrifices to the Crown. 


It was not only with regard to his new mistresses that the 
King experienced him so great a flatterer: Cranmer had 
forged for him, in his own brain, that new idea of supremacy 
annexed to the Crown: and what he says concerning it, in a 
paper produced by Mr. Burnet among his Records, is unex- 
ampledi. He teaches then, ‘‘ That all Christian Princes have 
committed unto them immediately of God the whole cure of 
all their subjects, as well concerning the administration of 
God’s word, for the cure of souls, as concerning the ministra- 
tion of things political and civil governance: and, in both 
these ministrations, they must have sundry ministers under 
them to supply that which isappointed to their several offices ; 
as for example, the Lord Chancellor, Lord Treasurer, Lord 
Great Master, and the Sheriffs for Civil Ministers; and the 
Bishops, Parsons, Vicars, and such other Priests as be appointed 
by his Highness in the ministration of the word; as for example, 


* Burnet, p. 265. t Ibid. p. 266. k Reg p.i. Lib.ülgngel,p. 220. 
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the Bishop of Winchester, the Parson of Winwick, &c. All 
the said Officers and Ministers, as well of that sort as the 
other, must be appointed, assigned, and elected, and in every 
place, by the laws and orders of Kings and Princes, with 
divers solemnities, which be not of necessity, but only for 
good order and seemly fashion ; for if such offices and minis- 
trations were committed without such solemnity, they were, 
nevertheless, truly committed ; and there is no more pro- 
mise of God, that grace is given in the committing of the 
ecclesiastical office, than it is in the committing of the civil 
office." 


43.—Cranmer's Answer to an Objectión.— Shameful Doctrine 
concerning the authority of the Church during persecuttons. 


After thus making all ecclesiastical ministry to rest on a 
simple delegation of Princes, without so much as ordination 
or ecclesiastical consecration being necessary on the occasion, 
he obviates an objection which immediately occurs; to wit, 
how Pastors exercised their authority under Princes that 
were not Christians; and answers conformably to his prin- 
ciples, that there was no remedy then for the correction of 
vice, or appointing of ministers in the Church of God ; but 
the people accepted of such as were presented to them by 
the apostles, or others whom they looked upon as filled with 
the spirit of God, and this of their own voluntary will ; and 
afterwards gave ear to them, as a good people ready to obey 
the advice of gcod counsellors. This is what Cranmer spoke 
in an assembly of bishops; and this was the notion he had 
of that divine power which Jesus Christ gave to his 
ministers. 


44.— Cranmer always persisted in these Sentiments. 


I am under no necessity of rejecting this prodigy of doctrine 
so strougly refuted by Calvin and all the other Protestants, 
since Mr. Burnet himself blushes for Cranmer, and is willing 
to take for a retractation of this opinion, what he elsewhere 
signed concerning the divine institution of bishops. But, 
besides what has already appeared, that his subscriptions are 
not always a proof of his real sentiments, | must tell Mr. 
Burnet, that he conceals from us, with too much artifice, 
Cranmer’s true notions, It made not against him, though 
the institution of bishops and priests was divine, and he 
acknowledges this truth in that very piece of which we have 
just produced the extract. For at the close of this ninth 
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question, it is expressly mentioned, that “ all of them were 
agreed," and consequently Cranmer, “ that the apostles 
had received from God the power of creating bishops or 
pastors*. Neither could it be denied, without too manifestly 
contradicting the Gospel. But what Cranmer and his ad- 
herents pretended was, that Jesus Christ had instituted 
pastors to exercise their power dependently of the prince in 
every function ; which certainly is the most monstrous and 
the most scandalous flattery that ever entered into the heart 
of man. 


45.— The dogma, which makes all Ecclesiastical power flow 
from the Crown, reduced to practice. 


Accordingly, it thence came to pass, that Henry VIII. gave 
the bishops power to visit their diocese with this preface :— 
** That all jurisdiction, as well ecclesiastical as secular, pro- 
ceeded from the regal power, as from the first foundation of 
all magistracy in all kingdoms; that those who, till then, 
had exercised this power precariously, were to acknowledge 
it as coming from the liberality of the prince, and give tt up 
to him when he should think fit; and upon these grounds 
he gives power to such a bishop, as to the King’s vicar, to 
visit his diocese by the regal authority; and to promote 
whom he shall judge proper to holy orders, and even priest- 
hood ; and, in short, to exercise all the episcopal functions, 
with power to subdelegate if he thought it necessary T. 
N 
46.—Cranmer acts conformably to this dogma, —ihe only one 
z wherein the Reformation has not varied. 


Let us say nothing against a doctrine which destroys itself 
by its own enormity, and only take notice of that horrid 
proposition which makes the power of bishops so to flow 
from that of the King, that it is even revocable at his will. 
Cranmer was so persuaded of this royal power, that he was 
not ashamed, himself archbishop of Canterbury, and primate 
of the whole Church of England, to take out a new commis- 
sion of the same from under Edward VI., though but a child, 
when he reformed the Church according to his own model: 
and of all the articles published by Henry, this was the only 
one he retained]. 


* Omnes conveniunt. Ree. part 1. lib. iii, n, xxi. p. 223. 
¢ Powers Commis. Ibid, xiv. p. 181. f Bum, part 2, iib. i. p. 6, 
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47.—Queen Elizabeth’s scruple concerning the power given 
her in the Church. 


This power was carried to such a pitch in the English Re- 
formation, that Elizabeth had some scruples about it; and 
the horror men had of seeing a woman the Church’s supreme 
head, and the fountain of all pastoral power, whereof, by 
her sex, she was incapable, opened their eyes at length to 
see, in some measure, the excesses to which they had, been 
carried*. But we shall see, without diminishing the force, 
or removing the grounds of it, they did no more than just 
palliate the matter; nor can Mr. Burnet, at this day, but 
lament to see excommunication, belonging only to the spiri- 
tual cognisance, and which ought to have been reserved for 
the bishop with the assistance of the clergy, by a fatal neglect 
given over to secular tribunals; thats, not only to Kings, 
but likewise to their officers;—** an error’(proceeds this 
author) grown since into so formed a strength, that it is 
easier to see what is amiss, than to know how to rectify it.” 


48.—A manifest contradiction in the English doctrine. 


And, certainly, [ do not conceive any thing can be ima- 
gined more contradictory, than to deny their Kings, on one 
side, the administration of the word and sacraments ; and 
grant them, on the other, excommunication, which, in 
reality, is nothing else but God’s word armed with the 
censure which comes from Heaven, and one of the most 
essential parts of the administration of the sacraments ; since, 
undoubtedly, the right of depriving the faithful of them can 
appertain to none else but those who are appointed by God 
to give them to the people. But the Church of England 
went much further, inasmuch as she has attributed to her 
Kings and to the secular authority, the right of making 
rituals and liturgies, and even of giving final judgment with- 
out further appeal, in points of faith ; that is, of that which 
is most essential in the administration of the sacraments ; and 
the most inseparably annexed to the preaching of God’s 
word. And as well under Henry VIII. as in the succeeding 
reigns, we find no ritual, no confession of faith, no liturgy, 
which derives not their ultimate sanction and force from 
the authority of the King and parliament, as the sequel will 
make plain. They went even to that excess, that, whereas 
the orthodox emperors, if formerly they made any Constitu- 
tions concerning faith, either they made them in order to put 


* Burnet, lib, iii, p. 386, 376. part ii. lib. i. p. 44, 
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in execution Church decrees, or at least waited for the con- 
firmation of their ordinances. In England they taught, on 
the contrary, ‘‘ that the decrees of councils, in points of 
faith, were not laws, nor of any force, till they were ratified 
by princes* ;” and this was the fine idea which Cranmer gave 
of Church decisions in a discourse of his reported by Mr. 
Burnet. 


49.— Cranmer's flattery, and Henry's disorders, the cause of 
the English Reformation. 


This Reformation, therefore, took its rise from Henry’s 
vices, and the fiatteries of this archbishop. Mr. Burnet 
takes great pains to heap up examples of E vicious princes, 
whom God has made subservient to great ends}. Who ques- 
tions it? But without examining the histories he quotes, 
where he blends truth with falsehood, and what is certain 
with what is doubtful; can he shew one only example, where 
God, intending to reveal to men some important, and, during 
so many ages, unknown truth—not to say utterly unheard 
of—ever did choose so scandalous a King as Henry VIII., 
and so base, so corrupt a bishop as Cranmer? If the schism 
of England, in the English Reformation, be a divine work, 
nothing in it is more divine than the King's ecclesiastical 
supremacy, since, by that, not only did commence the breach 
with Rome, the necessary foundation, according to Protes- 
tants, of every good reformation, but that also is the only 
point wherein they have never varied since the schism. God 
made choice of Henry VIII. to introduce this new article of 
faith among Christians, and, withal, made choice of this 
very prince to be a remarkable instance of his most profound 
and most terrible judgments ; not of that sort by which he 
subverts monarchies, and gives to impious Kings a manifestly 
disastrous end ; but of that other, whereby, delivering them 
over to their flatterers and passions, he suffers them to run 
headlong into the utmost excess of wilful blindness. Mean- 
time, while he thinks fit, he withholds them on this brink, in 
order to make manifest in them those mysteries of his coun- 
sels he is willing men should know. Henry VIII. attempts 
nothing against the other Catholic verities. All his attacks 
are levelled only at St. Peter’s chair; by that, it became 
apparent to the whole universe, that this prince’s design was 
only to revenge himself on that pontifical power which had 
condemned him, and that his hatred was his sole rule of faith. 


* Burnet, part ii, lib, ii, p. 176, f Pref. 
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50.—It concerns not Faith to examine the conduct of Cle- 
ment VI., and his methods of proceeding. 


After that, I am under no necessity of examining all Mr. 
Burnet relates, whether as to the intrigues of Conclaves, or 
the behaviour of Popes, or the artifices of Clement VII. 
What advantage can he draw from thence? Neither Clement, 
nor the other Popes are, amongst us, the authors of any new 
article of faith. Nor have they separated us from the hol 
Society in which we were baptized ; nor have they taught us 
to condemn our ancient pastors. In a word, they make no 
sect among us, and their vocation has nothing in it that is 
extraordinary. If they enter not by the door, which is 
always open in the Church, that is, by canonical ways, or, if 
they make ill use of the ordinary and lawful ministry intrusted 
to them from above, this is the very case specified in the 
Gospel*, of honouring their chair without approving, or 
imitating the persons. Nor ought I at all concern myself 
whether Julius [1.’s dispensation were well given, nor whether 
Clement VII. could, or ought to revoke it, and annul the 
marriage. For, although I look upon it as certain, that this 
last Pope acted well in the main, and, in my opinion, nothing 
can be blamed on this occasion but, at the most, his policy, 
which wasat one time too timorous, and at another too hasty : 
this is not a question for me to decide in this place, nor a 
pretext for impeaching the Church of Rome of error. These 
matters of dispensation are often regulated by simple proba- 
bilities; nor is one obliged to look therein for the certainty 
of faith, whereof they are not always even capable. But 
since Mr. Burnet makes from this a capital accusation against 
the Church of Rome, I cannot, methinks, but dwell a little 
upon it. 


51.—The account of the Marriage Dispute entered upon— 
The fact is laid down—The vain preterts with which 
Henry covered his passion. 
It is a fact, notoriously known, that Henry VII. had obtained 
a dispensation from Julius II. to marry the widow of Arthur, 
his eldest son, to Henry, his second son and successor. ‘This 
Prince, after he had seen all the reasons for doubting, con- 
summated, when a King and at age, this marriage, with the 
unanimous consent of all the estates of his realm, the 3d of 
June, 1509, that is, six weeks after his coming to the crown p. 
Twenty years elapsed without calling in question a marriage 
so sincerely and honestly contracted. Henry, falling in love 
* Matth, xxiii. 2. + Burn, p. i. lib, ii, p. 36. 
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with Anne Boleyn, called conscience in to assist his passion ; 
and his marriage becoming odious to him, at the same time 
became doubtful and suspected. Meanwhile, a Princess had 
spruug from this marriage, who from her infancy had been 
acknowledged heir of the kingdom*; so that the pretext which 
Henry took for breaking off the marriage, lest, said he, the 
succession of the realm should be doubtful, was a mere trick, 
since none dreamed of disputing it with his daughter, Mary, 
who, in fact, was unanimously owned for Queen, when the 
order of birth called her tothe crown. On the contrary, if 
anything could obstruct the succession of this great kingdom, 
it was Henry’s doubt ; and, it appears, that all he published 
relating to the doubtfulness of his succession, was nothing but 
a cloak, as well for his new amour, as for the disgust he had 
taken to the Qneen his wife, on account of some infirmities 
she had contracted, as Mr. Burnet himself owns +. 


98.—J ultus's dispensation attacked by Arguments from fact 
and right. 

À Prince, whom passion rules, would have it believed he has 
reason on his side: so to please Henry, the dispensation, on 
which his marriage was grounded, was attacked several Ways, 
some taken from fact, others from right. As to fact, the 
dispensation was maintained to be null, because granted on 
false allegations. But as these arguments of fact, reduced to 
these minute niceties, were over-ruled by the favourable con- 
dition of a marriage that had subsisted so many years ; those 
from right were chiefly insisted on, and the dispensation 
maintained null, as granted in prejudice to the law of God, 
which the Pope could not dispense with. 


53,—Arguments of right grounded on Leviticus—The state 
of the question. 

The question was, whether or no the prohibition in Leviticus, 
not to contract within certain degrees of consanguinity or 
affinity, and, among others, that of marrying the brother’s 
widow, did so appertain to the law of nature, as to be obli- 
gatory in the Gospel law f. The reason for 
because we do not read that God ever dispensed with what 
was purely of the law of nature: for example, since the mul- 
tiplication of mankind, there has been no instance of God’s 
permitting the marriage of brother and sister, nor others of 
this nature in the first degree, whether ascending, or descend- 
ing, or collateral. Now, there was an express law in Deu- 

* Burn. p.i. lib. ii. p. 36. + Ibid. 
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teronomy*, which, in certain cases, enjoined a brother to take 
his sister-in-law and the widow of his brother to wife. God, 
therefore, not destroying nature, which he is the author of, 
gave thereby to understand that this marriage was not of 
that sort which nature rejects ; and this was the foundation 
which Julius IT.'s dispensation was grounded upon. 


94.— The Protestants of Germany favourable to Julius’s 
dispensation, and Henry’s first marriage. 


We must do the Protestants of Germany this justice: Henry 
could never obtain from them the approbation of his new 
marriage, nor the condemnation of Julius II.’s dispensation. 
When this affair was spoken of in a solemn embassy, which 
this Prince sent to Germany, in order to join himself to the 
Protestant confederacy, Melancthon decided thus: ** We 
have not been of the English Ambassador’s opinion ; for, we 
believe, the law of not wedding a brother’s wife, is suscep- 
tible of dispensation, although we do not believe it to be 
abolished 4." And, again, more concisely in another place : 
* The Ambassadors pretend, that the prohibition against 
marrying a brother’s wife is indispensable ; and we, on the 
contrary, maintain it may be dispensed with f." This was 
exactly what they stood for at Rome, and Clement VII.'s 
definitive sentence against the divorce rested on this founda- 
tion. 


95.—JBDucer of the same opinion. 


Ducer was of the same opinion upon the same motives ; and 
we learn from Mr. Burnet, that, according to this author, 
one of England's Reformers, ** The law of Leviticus did not 
bind, and could not be moral, because God hath dispensed 
with it §.” 


56.—Zuinglius and Calvin of the contrary opinion. 


Zuinglius and Calvin, with their disciples, were favourable 
to the King of England; and it is not unlikely but that a 
design of settling their doctrine in that kingdom, contributed 
not a little to their complaisance : but the Lutherans sided not 
with them, although Mr. Burnet makes them to vary a little 
in the matter: At first, ** they thought (says he) the laws in 
Leviticus were not moral, and did not oblige Christians ; 
yet, after much disputing, they were induced to change their 


* Deut, xxv. 5. T Melanc. lib. iv. ep. 185. i Ibid. ep. 183. 
$ Burn. lib. ii, p. 92. 
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minds, but could not be brought to think that a marriage 
once made might be annulled *.” 


57.—The odd decision of the Lutherans. 


And truly their decision, as reported by Mr. Burnet, is a 
very odd one; since, after their owning that * The law of 
Leviticus is divine, natural, and moral, and to be observed 
as such in all churches, insomuch that a marriage, contracted 
contrary to this law with a brother's widow, is incestuous T ;” 
they conclude, nevertheless, that this marriage ought not to 
be broken ; with some doubt at first, but, at length, by a 
final and definitive determination, as Mr. Burnet owns; so 
that an incestuous marriage, a marriage made contrary to 
divine, moral, and natural laws, which still remain in their 
full force throughout the whole Christian Church, ought to 
subsist, in their judgment; nor is a divorce, in this case, 
allowable. 


58.—Remarks on the conformity of the Protestants’ opinions 
with the sentence of Clement VIT. 


This decision of the Lutherans is, by Mr. Burnet, referred 
to the year 1530: that of Melancthon, just mentioned, is 
posterior, and in 1536. However, it is a favourable pre- 
cedent for Julius II.’s dispensation, and the sentence of 
Clement VII., that these Popes have met with defenders 
among those who sought nothing more than to censure their 
proceedings at any rate. The Protestants of Germany were 
so resolute in this sentiment that, for all the ties and interests 
Cranmer had then with them, he could engage none on his 
master's side, but only his brother-in-law, Osiander, whose 
authority will hereafter appear of no great weight. 


29.— Henry bribes some Catholic Doctors. 


As for Catholics, Mr. Burnet acquaints us that Henry VIII. 
had bribed two or three Cardinals. Without informing 
myself of the truth of these facts, I shall observe, only, that 
a cause must be bad indeed that stands in need of such infa- 
mous supports. And as for the Doctors, whose subscriptions 
Mr. Burnet boasts to us, where is the wonder that, in so 
corrupted an age, so great a. King was able to find those 
who were not proof against his presents and solicitations ? 
Our historian will not allow us to call in question the autho- 


* Burn, lib. ii. p. 94. 1 Collec, of Rec. part v, lib. ii. n. 
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rity of Fra-Paolo, nor of Thuanus*, Let him give ear to 
these two historidns. One says, ‘“‘ that Henry having con- 
sulted in Italy, in Germany, and in France, he found one 
part of the divines favourable, and the other contrary. That 
the greatest number of those of Paris were for him, and 
many believed they had done it more from the persuasion of 
the King’s money than that of his arguments}.’’ The other 
says, ‘‘ that Henry made diligent inquiry into the opinions 
of divines, and in particular of those at Paris, and the report 
ran, that these being gained by money, had subscribed in 
favour of the divorcet.” 


60.— Concerning the pretended Consultation of the Paris 
Faculty of Divinity. 


I will not decide whether the conclusion of the Faculty -of 
Divinity, at Paris, produced by Mr. Burnet§ in favour of 
Henry’s pretensions, be true or no; others will take this 
question in hand: this only shall I say, that it is very much 
to be suspected, as well on account of the style, far different 
from that which the faculty is accustomed to make use of, as 
because Mr. Burnet’s conclusion is dated the 2nd of July, 
1530, at the Mathurins; whereas, at that time, and for some 
years before, the assemblies of the faculty were held com- 
monly in the Sorbonne. 


61.— The testimony of the Lawyer, Charles du Moulin. 


In the notes which Charles dn Moulin, that renowned civi- 
lian, has made on Decius’s Consultations, he speaks of the 
debate of the Doctors of Divinity at Paris, in favour of the 
King of England, the Ist of June, 1530, but this author | 
places it in the Sorbonne|. He makes but little account of this 
declaration, wherein the party that favoured the King of 
England carried it by fifty-three votes against forty-two ; 
** which majority of eight voices (says he) deserved no great 
weight, on account of tne English angels of gold which were 
distributed for the purchase of it: this (he affirms) he knew 
from the attestations which the President du Fresne and 
Poliot had given in by order of Francis I.” Whence he 
concludes, the true judgment of the Sorbonne, that is, their 
genume and unbought judgment, was that which favoured 
the King’s marriage with Catherine. Itis, moreover, very 
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certain that, during the deliberation, Francis, who then 
favoured the King of England, had charged M. Lisset, the 
first President, to solicit the Doctors in his behalf, as appears 
by the original letters still kept in the King’s library, wherein . 
the President gives an account of his diligent compliance. 
Whether, then, this deliberation was made by the faculty 
in body assembled, or whether it was only the judg- 
ment of several Doctors published in England under the 
name of the faculty, as happens in like cases, is a matter 
which I am not interested in examining into at present. It 
is apparent enough that the King of England's conscience 
was rather burdened than eased by such consultations, car- 
ried on by intrigue, by money, and by the authority of two 
so great monarchs. ‘The rest of them, alleged by our author, 
were not transacted with more integrity. Mr. Burnet him- 
self assures us, **that the King of England’s agent in Italy, 
in many of his letters, said that, if he had money enough, he 
did not doubt but he should get the hands of all the divines in 
Italy*." Money, therefore, not the good-will, was wantingt. 
But not to dwell any longer on the minutestories Mr. Burnet 
is so triflingly circumstantial in, there is nobody but will 
own that Clement VII. had been too unworthy of his place, if 
in an affair of this importance, he had shewn the least regard 
to these mercenary consultations. 


62.—Reasons for the decision of Clement VII. 


And, indeed, the question was determined on more solid 
principles. It appeared, clearly, that the prohibition of 
Leviticus bore not the character of a natural and indispen- 
sable law, since God derogated from it in other places. The 
dispensation of Julins IL, grounded on this reason, had so 
probable a foundation, that it appeared such even to the 
Protestants of Germany. No matter what diversity of senti- 
ments there might have been on this subject, it was sufficient 
that the dispensation was not evidently contrary to the divine 
laws, which oblige Christians. "This matter, then, was of 
the nature“of such things, wherein all depends on the pru- 
dence of superiors, where sincerity and uprightness of heart 
must give all the repose conscience can have. It was also 
but too manifest that, had it not been for Henry VIII.’s 
new fit of love, the Church never had been troubled 
with the shameful proposal of a divorce, after a marriage 
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contracted and continued with a good conscience so many 
years. Here is the knot of the affair ; and without speaking 
of the process, wherein, perchance, policy, good or bad, 
might intervene, Clement VII.'s decision, when all is said, 
will be a testimony to future ages, that the Church knows 
not how to flatter the passions of Princes, nor approve their 
scandalous proceedings. 


63.— Two points of Reformation under Henry V TII., accord- 
ang to Mr. Burnet. 


We might here conclude what concerns the reign of Henry 
VIII., did not Mr. Burnet oblige us to consider two com- 
mencements of Reformation, which he remarks at this time: 
one is, his putting the Scriptures into the hands of the people ; 
the other, his shewing that every nation might reform itself 
independently of all others. 


64.— First Poini—The reading of the Scriptures how granted 
to the people under Henry V III. 


As for what regards the Bible; this is what Henry VIII. 
said in 1540, in his Preface to the Exposition of the Christian 
Faith above spoken of: «That, whereas there were some 
teachers whose office it was to instruct the people; so the 
rest ought to be taught, and to those it was not necessary to 
read the Scriptures ; and that, therefore, he had restrained 
it from a great many, esteeming it sufficient for such to hear 
the doctrine of the Scriptures taught by their preachers." 
Afterwards he allowed the reading of them that same year, 
upon condition “ that his subjects should not presume to 
expound, or take arguments from Scripture* ;" which was 
obliging them anew to refer themselves to the pastors of the 
Church for Scripture interpretationst ; in which case it is 
agreed the reading of this divine book must undoubtedly be 
very wholesome. Moreover, if at that time the Bible was 
translated into the vulgar language, there was nothing new 
in that practice. We have the hke versions for the use of 
Catholics in ages preceding the pretended Reformation ; nor 
is that a point of our controversies. 


65.—Whether the progress of the Reformation be owing to 
the reading of the Scriptures, and in what manner. 


Mr. Burnet, pretending to shew, that the progress of the new 
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Reformation was owing to the reading of Scripture allowed 
to the people, ought to have stated that this reading was 
preceded by artful and cunning preachers, who had filled 
their heads with new interpretations. In this manner was it 
that an ignorant and headstrong people found, indeed, 
nothing in Scripture but those errors they had been prepos- 
sessed with: and what hastened and completed their ruin 
was the rashness inspired into them, of every man’s deciding 
for himself which was the true sense of Scripture, of every 
man’s making for himself his own creed. Thus it was that 
ignorant and prejudiced people found, in Scripture, the pre- 
tended Reformation: but what man is there of the least 
sincerity that will deny me, that, by the same means, they 
would as clearly have found Arianism in it, as they conceived 
they did Lutheranism or Calvinism ? 


66.—How men are deceived by Scripture ill-interpreted. 


When this notion is once put into the heads of the ignorant, 
that all is clear in Scripture, that they understand it in all 
that is necessary for them, and, therefore, that the judgment 
of all pastors and of all ages is quite needless to them, they 
take for certain truth the first sense that offers, and what 
they are accustomed to always appears the most genuine. 
But, they ought to be made sensible that, in this case, it is 
the letter often which kills, and in those very passages, which 
appear the most plain, God has often hid the greatest and 
most awful mysteries. 


67.—Proof from Mr. Burnet of the snares laid for the un- 
learned in the pretended perspicuity of Scripture. 


For example, Mr. Burnet proposes to us this text, ** Drink 
ye all of this,” as one of the most clear that can be imagined, 
and which leads us the most directly to the necessity of both 
kinds. But it will now appear to him, from what he owns 
himself, that what he thinks so plain becomes a snare to the 
ignorant; for these words ** Drink ye all of this,” in the insti- 
tution of the Eucharist, are not, after all, more plain than 
these in the institution of the Passover: **' Thus shall ye eat 
the paschal lamb, with your loins girded, and your staff in 
your hand* :” consequently, standing; and in the posture of 
people ready to depart, for that, indeed, was the spirit of this 
Sacrament. Nevertheless, we are assured by Mr. Burnett, 
this was not practised by the Jews, who, afterwards, changed 
this custom into the common table posture, and lay down, 
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according to the custom of the country, at the eating of the 
lamb, as at other meals; and that this change, which they 
made 1n the Divine institution, we are sure was not criminal, 
since our Saviour made no scruple in complying with it*. I 
ask him in this case, whether a man who should have taken 
this divine commandment literally, without consulting the 
tradition and interpretation of the Church, would not have 
found in it his certain death, since he would have found in it 
the condemnation of Jesus Christt; and whereas this author 
adds afterwards, it seemed reasonable to allow the Christian 
Church the like power in such things with the Jewish, why 
then should a Christian, in the new Passover, believe he has 
seen everything relating to the Supper, upon reading the 
words only of the institution? and will not he be obliged to 
examine, besides these words, the tradition of the Church, in 
order to know what she always looked upon as necessary 
and indispensable in the Communion? Without pushing 
this examination any further, this is enough to show Mr. Bur- 
net they must of necessity come into it; nor can the pre- 
tended perspicuity, which the illiterate think they find in these 
words, ** Drink ye all of this,” be anything but an illusion. 


68.— Henry VIIIs second point of Reformation according 
to Mr. Burnet; that the Church of England acted by a 
schismatical principle, when she believed she could re- 
gulate her Faith independently of all the rest of the 
Church. 


The second ground of Reformation, pretended to be laid by 
Henry VUI., Mr. Burnet makes to consist in the establish- 
ment of this principle, that every national Church was a com- 
plete body within itself, so that the Church of England, with 
the authority and concurrence of their head and King, might 
examine and reform all errors and corruptions, whether in 
doctrine or worship. ‘These are fine words. Discover but 
their meaning, and you will find that such a Reformation is 
nothing but a schism. A nation, which looks on itself as a 
complete body, which regulates its faith, in particular, with- 
out regard to what the rest of the Church believes, is a nation 
which separates itself from the universal Church, and re- 
nounces unity of faith and sentiments, so much recommended 
to the Church by Jesus Christ and his Apostles. When a 
Church thus cantoned makes the King her head, she gives 
herself, in matters of religion, a principle of unity, which 
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Jesus Christ and the Gospel have not established* ; changes 
the Church into a body politic, and gives room to erect as 
many separate Churches, as states may be formed. This idea 
of Reformation and Church was first conceived in the brain 
of Henry VIII. and his flatterers, nor had Christians ever 
before been acquainted with it. 


` 


69.—Whether the Church of England in this followed the 
ancient Church, as Mr. Burnet pretends it did. 


We are told, that all the provincial councils in the ancient 
Church were so many precedents for this, who condemned 
heresies, and reformed abuses}. But this is visibly imposing 
on mankind. ‘True 1t 1s, provincial councils were obliged im- 
mediately to condemn heresies which arose in their respective 
countries: for in order to suppress them, ought they to have 
waited till the contagion had spread and alarmed the whole 
Church? Nor is that our question. What he should have 
made appear to usis, that these Churches looked on them- 
selves as a complete body, in the same manner they do in 
England; and reformed their doctrine, without taking for 
their rule what the whole body of the Church unanimously 
did believe. Of this, I say, no example will ever be pro- 
duced. When the African Fathers condemned the infant 
heresy of Celestius and Pelagius, they laid for a foundation 
the prohibition of interpreting the Holy Scripture otherwise 
than the Cathélic Church, spread over the whole earth, had 
always interpreted and understood it. Alexander of Alex- 
andria laid down the same foundation against Arius, when, 
condemning him, he said: ** We know but one Catholic’ and 
Apostolic Church, which, incapable of being subverted by 
the world’s whole power, overthrows every impiety and every 
heresy.” And again, “ In every one of these articles we 
believe what hath pleased the Apostolic Churchf." Thus 
did the Bishops and particular Councils condemn heresies by 
a prior judgment, by conforming themselves to the common 
faith of the whole body. ‘These decrees were sent to all 
churches, and from this unity they drew their utmost force. 


70. Whether the Church of England had reason to believe, 
that now-a-days it is too difficult a thing to consult the 
Faith of the whole Church. 


But, say they, the remedy of an universal council, easy as 
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it was under the Roman empire, when the Churches had one 
common sovereign, is become too difficult, now that Christen- 
dom is divided into so many states: another fallacy. For, 
in the first place, the consent of Churches may be declared 
otherwise than by general councils: witness, in St. Cyprian, 
the condemnation of Novatian; witness, that of Paul of 
Samosata, of whom it was written, that he had been con- 
demned by the council and judgment of all the Bishops of the 
world, because all had consented to the council held against 
him at Antioch* ; lastly, witness the Pelagians, and so many 
other heresies, which, without a general council, have been 
sufficiently condemned by the united authority of the Pope 
and all the Bishops. When the necessities of the Church 
required a general council to be assembled, the Holy Ghost 
always provided means; and so many councils, as have been 
held since the fall of the Roman empire, have made it plainly 
appear, that to assemble the pastors when requisite, there 
needed not its assistance. The reason is because, in the 
Catholic Church there is a principle of unity independent of 
the kings of the earth. To deny this, is making the Church 
their captive, and rendering the heavenly government, insti- 
tuted by Jesus Christ, defective. But the English Protes- 
tants would not acknowledge this unity, because the Holy 
See is the external and common bond thereof; and it was 
more agreeable to them to have, in matters of religion, their 
king for their head, than to own, in St. Peters chair, a prin- 


ciple by God established for the unity of all Christians. 


71.—All sorts of novelties crept into England in spite of the 
severities of Henry VIII.—The reason why. 


The Six Articles published by the authority of King and 
Parliament had the force of law during the whole reign of 
Henry VIII. But what sway over consciences can decrees 
concerning religion have, which, drawing all their strength 
from regal authority, to which God has intrusted no such 
commission, have nothing in them but what is political? 
Though Henry VIII. inforced them with innumerable execu- 
tions, and cruelly put to death, not only Catholies, who 
detested his supremacy, but also the Lutherans and Zuin- 
glians, who impugned the other articles of his faith, all 
manner of errors crept insensibly into England, nor did the 
people any longer know what to stand to, when they saw 
St. Peter's chair despised, from whence it was notorious 
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faith first came to this great isle, whether tle conversion of 
its inhabitants under Pope Eleutherius be considered, or that 
of the English, which was procured by St. Gregory the 
Great. 

The whole establishment of the Church of England; the 
whole order of her discipline, —the whole disposition of the 
hierarchy in this kingdom ; in a word, the mission, as well 
as the consecration of bishops, was so certainly derived from 
this great Pope and the chair of St. Peter, or from bishops 
holding him for the head of their communion, that the Eng- 
lish could not renounce this power without weakening among 
them even the origin of Christianity, and all the authority 
of ancient traditions. 


72.— They argued in England from false principles, when 
they rejected the Pope's Supremacy. 


When they set about rejecting the authority of the Holy See 
in England, it was observed by them “that Gregory the 
Great had exclaimed against the ambition of that title of 
Universal Bishop, and refused it much about the time that 
England received the faith from those he sent over; whence 
concluded Cranmer and his associates, ** When our ancestors 
received the faith, the authority of the See of Rome was 
within the limits of a laudable moderation *.” 


73.—Whether St. Gregory Pope, under whom the English 
were converted, had different notions of the authority of 
his See from what we have. 


Not to dispute, in vain, on this title of Universal which the 
Popes never do assume, and may be more or less supportable 
according to the different senses it is taken in; let us con- 
sider for a moment what St. Gregory, who rejected it, be- 
lieved nevertheless relating to the authority of his See. Two 
passages known to the whole world will decide this question. 
** As for what concerns (says he) the Church of Constantinople, 
who questions its being subjected to the See Apostolic, which 
neither the Emperor nor our brother Eusebius, bishop of 
that city, do cease to acknowledge t?" And in the follow- 
ing letter, speaking of the primate of Africa, as to what he 
says, that he is subject to the See Apostolic, I know no 
bishop that is not subject to it when delinquent. Further- 
more, when delinquency requires not otherwise, we are all 
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brethren according to the law of humility *.” Here, then, 
have we all bishops manifestly subject to the authority and 
correction of the Holy See, and this authority acknowledged 
even by the Church of Constantinople, at that time the second 
Church of the whole world in dignity and power. Here is 
the foundation of the pontifical power; the rest, which custom 
or toleration, or, if you please, even abuse might have intro- 
duced or increased, might be preserved, or suffered, or ex- 
tended more or less, as order, peace, and public tranquillity . 
should require. Christianity was. born in England with the 
confession of this authority. Henry VIII. could not endure 
it, even with this laudable moderation owned by Cranmer in 
St. Gregory: his passion and policy made him annex it to his 


crown, and by this so strange an innovation, he opened the 
way for all that followed. 


74.—Death of Henry VIII. 


Some say this unhappy Prince, towards the end of his days, 
felt some remorse for the excesses he had run into; and, in 
order.to calm his conscience, sent for some bishops to him. 
I vouch it not; those who, in scandalous sinners, but par- 
tieularly in Kings, are for discovering such biting stings of 
conscience as appeared in an Antiochus, are not acquainted 
with all God's ways, nor reflect sufficiently on that deadly 
insensibility and false peace he sometimes suffers his greatest 
enemies to fall into. Be that as it will, should Henry have 
consulted his bishops, what could be expected from a body 
which had enslaved the Church? Whatever indications 
Henry might give of desiring to be sincerely advised in this 
juncture, he could not restore to the bishops that liberty 
which his cruelties had deprived them of; dreadful to them 
were the vicissitudes of temper this Prince was subject to ; 
and he who could not brook truth from the mouth of Thomas 
More, his Chancellor, nor from the holy Bishop of Rochester, 
both of whom he put to death for speaking it freely to him, 
never more deserved to hear it. 


75.—LEverything is changed after his death—The young 
King’s Guardian is a Zuinglian. —1547, 1548. 


In this state hedied; and no wonder if, after his death, 
things grew worse. The foundations once shaken, by little 
and little, all goes to ruin. Edward VI., his only son, suc- 
ceeded him according to the law of-the land. As he was 
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scarce ten years old, the kingdom was governed by a Council, 
appointed by the deceased King; but Edward Seymour, 
brother to Queen Jane, and the King's uncle by the mother's 
side, had the chief authority, with the title of Protector of the 
Kingdom of England. He was a Zuinglian in his heart, and 
Cranmer was his bosom friend. This Archbishop then threw 
off the mask, nor did he longer conceal any of that venom 
which lay lurking in his heart against the Church. 


76.— The Reformation founded on the ruin of Ecclestastical 
Authority. 


In order to prepare the way for their intended reformation 
under the King's name, they set out by declaring him, as 
Henry had been before, the supreme head of the Church of 
England in spirituals and temporals*. In Henry's time it 
was à settled maxim, that the King was Pope iu England. 
But far different prerogatives were conferred on this new 
papacy than the Pope had ever pretended to. The bishops 
took out new commissions from Edward, revocable at the 
King's pleasure, as heretofore had been enjoined in King 
Henry’s time ; and, in order to advance the reformation, it 
was judged necessary to keep them under the subjection of 
an arbitrary power. The Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
primate of all England, was the first to bend his neck under 
this shameful yoke. This is not to be wondered at, since he 
was the person who inspired all these sentiments: the rest 
did but follow the pernicious example he set to them ĵ. 
This was somewhat moderated afterwards, and the Bishops 
were obliged to look upon it as a favour to liold their 
bishopricks of the King during life t. In the tenor of their 
commissions, it was plainly expressed, as under Henry, pur- 
suant to Cranmer's doctrine, that the episcopal power, as 
well as that of the secular magistracy, flowed from the crown 
as from its source, that the bishops exercised it only pre- 
cariously as delegates in the King's name, and which they 
were to deliver up again when it should please him to cail 
for it, from whom they had received it§. “ The King gave 
them faculties to ordain and deprive ministers, inflict censures 
and punish scandalous persons, and to do all the other parts 
of the episcopal function, all which they were to execute and 
do in the King's name and under his authority |." At the 
same time, it was cwned, that this pastoral charge was com- 
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mitted to bishops by the word of God. It was necessary to 
make use of this word to give themselves credit. But al- 
though nothing was found therein for the regal power, ex- 
cept what related to the concerns of this world, it was never- 
theless extended to what is most sacred in the pastoral charge. 
Commissions for consecrating bishops were issued out by the 
King, and directed to whom he pleased : so that, according 
to this new hierarchy, as the bishops were not consecrated 
but by the royal authority, so by the same only could they- 
proceed to ordination * Even the form and prayers of 
ordination, as well of bishops as of priests, were regulated 
by Parliament. ‘The same was done in respect to the liturgy 
and public service, and the whole administration of the sacra- 
ments. Ina word, all was subject to the King, and, upon 
abolishing the ancient law, the Parliament, it seems, was to 
make a new body of canons. All these attempts were 
grounded on a maxim which the Parliament of England had 
laid down for a new article of their faith, viz., that all juris- 
diction, both spiritual and temporal, was derived from the 
King, as from its source f. 


TT.— Sequel of the ruin of Ecclesiastical Authority. 


It is not here to our purpose to deplore the calamities of the 
Church thus enslaved, and shamefully degraded by her own 
ministers. Our business is to relate facts, and a bare rela- 
tion of them will suffice to shew their enormity. * Not long 
after, the King declared he intended to visit his kingdom, 
therefore, neither the archbishops nor any other should 
exercise any jurisdiction while that visitation lasted{. There 
was proclamation from the King, commanding all to re- 
member him in the public prayers as the supreme head of 
the Church of England, which was to be observed under the 
pains of excommunication, sequestration, or deprivation§.” 
Thus, together with ecclesiastical censures the whole pastoral 
authority is openly invaded by the King, and the most sacred 
depositum of the sanctuary wrested from the priestly order, 
without sparing even that of faith, which the Apostles had 
left to their successors, - 


78.—Reflection on the miserable beginnings of the Refor- 
mation, wherein the sacred order had no share $n the 
affairs of Religion and Fatth. 


I cannot but stop here a moment to consider the ground- 
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work of the English Reformation, “ that work of light, a 
full and distinct narrative whereof makes its apology as well 
as history." The Church of England glories above all the 
other Churches of the Reformation, for having proceeded 
orderly and by lawful assemblies. To afford some colour 
for this boasting, it was, in the first place, and above all, 
necessary that ecclesiastics should have had the chief share 
in the management of this great alteration in religion. But 
quite the reverse was done, and ever since the time of 
Henry VIII. * they were cut off from meddling with it, 
except as they were authorized by the King*." All the com- 
plaint they made amounted to no more than that an en- 
croachment was made on their privileges; as if for them to 
meddle with religion were only a privilege, and not essential 
to the very being of the ecclesiastical order. 

But perchance one may imagine they met with better 
treatment under Edward, when, as Mr. Burnet pretends, 
the Reformation was set on a more solid basis. Quite the 
contrary ; they begged it as a favour of the Parliament, “at 
least, that matters of religion should not be determined till 
they had been consulted, and had reported their opinions 
and reasons." What a wretched state had they brought 
themselves to, not to intermeddle otherwise than by barely 
offering their opinions ; they who were the proper judges in 
such cases, and of whom Christ had said, * He that hears 
you, hears me P' but this, says our historian, could not be 
obtainedf. But, at least it may be allowed them to decide 
on articles of faith, of which they were the preachers. By 
no means. The King's councillors resolved to follow the 
method begun by the late King, of sending visiters over 
England with ecclesiastical injunctions and articles of faith ; 
and it was the business of the King's council to regulate the 
articles of religion that were to be proposed to the people b 
his authority$. Meanwhile, the Six Articles of Henry VIII. 
were to be adhered to, until they should think better of the 
matter; nor were they ashamed to require of the bishops 
an express declaration, * to make profession of such doctrine 
as afterwards, at any time, should be certified by the arch- 
bishop to the other bishops in the King’s name||." Besides, 
it was but too evident the clergy were only named for form- 
sake, since all was done in the King's name. 
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79.— The King is made absolute master of the Pulpit, and 
forbids Preaching all over his Kingdom till further 


orders. 


lt seems we need say no more, after the relation of such 
great excesses. But lamentable as it is, let ns continue it. 
Itis in some manner labouring to heal the Church's wounds 
to bewail them in the sight of God. The King took to 
himself so absolute an authority over the word and preach- 
ing, that a proclamation was issued, by which none were to 
preach without licence from the King or his visiters—the 
archbishop of Canterbury or the bishop of the diocese ; so 
that the chief right was in the King, nor had the bishops, 
but by his permission only, any share therein. Some time 
after, the Council allows those to preach who were lively to 
set forth the pure word of God after such sort as the Holy 
Ghost should for the time put in the preacher's mind*. The 
Council, it seems, had changed their minds ; after they had 
made preaching depend on the regal power, they here leave 
it to the discretion of those who should imagine themselves 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and by this means 'all fanatics 
are admitted to it. The year following they changed again. 
* To restrain the clashing and contention of. pulpits, the 
power of granting licences to preach was taken from the 
bishops of each diocese, so that none might give them but 
the King and the archbishopy." By this means it is an easy 
matter to authorise the preaching up of any heresy. But 
the effects of this restraint are not what we are now upon. 
What ought to be considered is, that the whole authority of 
the word was delivered up to the Prince alone. Things were 
carried so far, that after declaring to the people that the 
King had employed learned men to take away all subjects of 
controversies, ** till the order now preparing should be set 
forth, he did inhibit all manner of persons to preach in any 
public audience." Here then was preaching suspended 
throughout the whole kingdom, the bishops silenced by the 
King’s proclamation, aud all waiting in suspense, ignorant 
what religion the King would think fit to coin for them. 
*'fo this was tacked an admonition, exhorting all persons 
to receive with submission the orders that should, in a short 
time, be sent down to them." "Thus was the English Refor- 
mation brought about ; that work of light, a distinct narra- 
tive whereof makes, according to Mr. Burnet, its history as 
well as apology. 


* Rec. n. p. 6l. t Ibid. p. 80. f lbid. p. 81. 
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80. — The Six Articles abolished. 


These preparations being thus made, the English Reforma- 
tion was set on foot, in the King's name, by the Duke of 
Somerset and Cranmer; and here the regal power pulled 
down that faith which the regal power had before set up. 
The Six Articles, which Henry VIII. had caused to be pub- 
lished with his whole spiritual and temporal authority, were 
repealed* ; and, notwithstanding all the precautions he had 
taken in his will to preserve those precious remains of the 
Catholic religion, and perhaps, in time, to restore it wholly, 
the Zuingliau doctrine, so much detested by this prince, 
gained the ascendant. 


81.— Peter Martyr called over, and Zuinglianism esta- 
blished.—1549, 1550, 1551. 


Peter Martyr, a Florentine, and Bernardin Ochin, afterwards 
the declared enemy of Jesus Christ’s divinity, were called 
over to begin this Reformation. Both of them, like the rest 
of the reformers, had exchanged the monastic state for that 
of wedlock. Peter Martyr was a downright Zuinglian. 
The doctrine which he proposed in England concerning the 
Eucharist in 1549, was reduced to these three positions :— 

I. There is no transubstantiation. 

II. The body and blood of Jesus Christ are not corporeally 
in the Eucharist, nor under the species of bread and wine. 

lll. The body and blood of Christ are united to the bread 
and wine sacramentally, that is, figuratively, or at most, vir- 


tuallyt. 


82.—-Bucer not hearkened-to. 


Bucer did not approve the second proposition; for, as hath 
been seen, he was for excluding a local Presence, but not a 
corporeal and substantial one. He maintained that Jesus 
Christ eould not be separated from the Supper, and that he 
was after such a manner in heaven, as not to be substantially 
removed out of the Eucharist. Peter Martyr believed it 
was an illusion to admit a corporeal and substantial presence 
in the Supper, and not admit in it the reality which Catholics 
maintained, together with the Lutherans; and what respect 
soever he might have for Bucer, the only Protestant he had 
any consideration for, yet he did not come into his senti- 


* Rec. n. part 9. Li. p, 40. 
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ments. <A set of articles* was drawn up in England, con- 
formable to Peter Martyr's opinion: it was there specified, 
€ That the body of Jesus Christ was nowhere but in heaven: 
that he could not be really present in different places; so 
that no corporeal or Real Presence of the body and blood 
of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist was to be believed." "This is 
what was defined. But, as yet, their faith was not in its 
utmost perfection, and, in due time, we shall see this article 
pretty much reformed. l 


83.—Mr. Burnet's Confession concerning the Belief of the 
Greek Church, 


We are here obliged to Mr. Burnet for owning a thing of no 
small weight: for he grants us that the Real Presence is 
acknowledged by the Greek Church. These are his words: 
* The Lutherans seemed to agree with that which had been 
the doctrine of the Greek Church, that, in the Sacrament, 
there was both the substance of bread and wine, and Christ's 
body likewise 1." Herein he is more sincere than the greatest 
part of those of his religion; but, at the same time, opposes 
a greater authority against the novelties of Peter Martyr. 


84.— The Reformers repent themselves of having said that 
in the Reformation of the Liturgy they had acted by the 
assistance of the Holy Ghost. | 


Then did the spirit of change entirely possess England. In 
the reformation of the Liturgy and common prayers, which 
was made by the authority of Parliament (for God gave ear 
to none but such), it had been set forth in the preamble to 
the Act, that the commissioners named by the King to draw 
them up “ had finished the work with one uniform agreement, 
and by the aid of the Holy Ghost f$." Men were astonished 
at this expression. But the Reformers had their answer 
ready, viz. ** That this was not so to be understood, as if 
they had been inspired by extraordinary assistance ; for then 
there had been no room for any correction of what was now 
done §.” Now these Reformers were still for correcting and 
changing on; and never did pretend to frame their religion 
allat once. And, indeed, very considerable alterations were 
soon made in this Liturgy, and their chief aim was to deface 
all the tracks of antiquity that hitherto had been preserved, 


* Burn. p. 170. Col. n. 95. + Ibid. p. 104. 
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85.—All the remains of Antiquity at first retained in the 
Liturgy are now destroyed. 


In the consecration of the Eucharist this prayer had been 
retained, “ With thy Holy Spirit vouchsafe to bless and 
sanctify these thy gifts and creatures of bread and wine, 
that they may be unto us the body and blood of thy most 
dearly beloved Son *," &c. They were willing to preserve, in 
this prayer, somewhat of the Church of Rome's Liturgy, 
which St. Augustin the Monk sent to the English by St. 
Gregory, had brought in with Christianity. But although 
they had maimed it by lopping off some words, yet still it 
was found ** too much to favour transubstantiationT," or even 
the corporeal presence, and was afterwards razed out 
entirely. 


86.— England abrogates the Mass, which she had heard from 
her first conversion to Christianity. 


The words of that prayer were yet much stronger, as the 
Church of England used it at the time she embraced Chris- 
tianity: for, whereas they had put in the'reformed Liturgy, 
that these gifts may be unto us the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ; in the original it stands thus, that ‘‘ This oblation 
be made unto us the body and blood of Jesus Christ." This 
word made imports a true action of the Holy Ghost, who 
changes the gifts, conformably to what is said in the other 
liturgies of antiquity: ** Make, O Lord, of this bread, thy 
own body ; and of this wine, the own blood of thy Son; 
changing them by thy Holy Spirit [." And these words, ** be 
made unto us the body and blood," were said in the same 
spirit with those of Isaiah, ** Unto us a child is born, unto us 
a son is given §:” not implying, that the sacred gifts are then 
only made the body and blood when we receive them, as the 
Reformers will have it; but signifying that it is for us they 
were formed in the Eucharist, as for us they were formed in 
the Virgin’s womb. The English Reformation has corrected 
everything that too much favoured transubstantiation. The 
word oblation would likewise have too much favoured a 
sacrifice: to give the sense of it in some manner, they sub- 
stituted gifts. At length, it was wholly taken away, and the 
Church of England would no longer hear that sacred prayer 
she heard, when, coming forth from the baptismal font, she 
first received the bread of life. 


* Lib. i, p. 76. + Ibid. p.170. 
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87.— The Gallican Mass and the rest, in the main, are the 
same with that of Rome. 


If it be imsisted on that the holy priest Augustin brought 
them the Gallican Liturgy or Mass, rather than the Roman, 
the free choice of either having been left to him by St. Gre- 
gory, that alters not the case: the Gallican Mass, said by the 
Hilaries and the Martins, in the main, differed not from the 
Roman, nor the rest *. The Kyrie Eleison, the Pater, the Pax, 
or the blessing, may be given in one place of the Mass rather 
than another, and such things, as little essential, made the 
whole difference; and for this reason was it that St. Gregory 
left the choice thereof to the holy priest he sent into England+. 
As well in France, as at Rome, and in all the rest of the 
Church, a prayer was made to beg the transformation and 
change of bread and wine into the body and blood; the 
merit and mediation of saints with God was everywhere em- 
ployed, but a merit grounded on the divine mercy; and a 
mediation supported by that of Jesus Christ. In all of these 
Liturgies the dead were frequently prayed for; and, with 
respect to all these things, there was but one language in tlie 
East and West, in the South and North. 


88.— The Reformation corrects itself with respect to Prayers 
for the Dead. 


The English Reformation had retained, in Edward's time, 
something of prayer for the dead; for, at funerals, they 
recommended the soul departed to God's mercy, and, as we 
now do, they prayed that his sins might be pardoned}. But 
all these remains of the primitive spirit are abolished : this 
prayer savoured too much of purgatory. It is certain it was 
said from the first ages, both in the East aud West: no 
matter, it was the Pope’s Mass, and that of the Church of 
Rome: it must be banished England, and every word of it 
turned to the most odious sense. 


89. —Sequel of Alterations. 


The Church of England, I may venture to say it, altered 
everything she derived from antiquity §. Confirmation must 
be nothing but a catechism to renew the baptismal vows. 
But, said Catholics, the fathers, from whom we receive it by 
a tradition founded on the Acts of the Apostles, and as an- 
cient as the Church, say not so much as a word of this notion 
* Burn. part 2. 1. i. p. 72. T Greg. lib. vii. ind. ii. ep. 64. 
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of catechism. This is true, and they are forced to own it. 
Confirmation, nevertheless, is turned to this form, otherwise 
it would be too papistical. The holy chrism is taken away, 
which the most ancient fathers had called the instrument of 
the Holy Ghost *; the use of oil, even in extreme unction, 
will at last be laid aside, whatever St. James may say ; and 
though St. Innocent Pope spoke of this unction in the fourth 
age, it will be decided that extreme unction was not heard of 
till the tenth century. 


90.—Ceremonies and the sign of the Cross retained. 


Among these alterations three things remained; holy cere- 
monies, the festivals of saints, abstinence and Lent. "They 
thought it but meet that priests, in the public service, 
should put on a mysterious dress, symbols of purity and the 
other dispositions which the divine worship does require. 
Ceremonies were looked upon as a mystical language, and 
Calvin appeared too extravagant in rejecting themt. The 
use of the cross was retained, “as a public declaration that 
they were not ashamed of the cross of Christ.” At first, it 
was ordered to be kept up “in the sacrament of baptism, and 
in the office of confirmation, and in the consecration of the 
sacramental elements, as an outward expression of the vene- 
ration" they had for this holy ceremony §. Nevertheless, it 
was at last suppressed, in confirmation and the consecration, 
in which St. Augustin, with all antiquity, bears testimony that 
it was ever practised ; nor can I devise why it was retained 
only in baptism. 


91.—England justifies us in the observance of Festivals, 
even those of Saints. 


Mr. Burnet justifies us with relation to fasts and holy-days ; 
which days he will not have accounted holy of their own 
nature, nor from any magical virtue in that time]. This we 
consent to, and certainly, such a natural or magical virtue, 
which he thinks himself obliged to reject, never entered into 
any man's head. He says, ‘‘ that none of these days were 
properly dedicated to any saint ; but only to God in remem- 
brance of such saints§.’’ This is our very doctrine. In a 
word, he everywhere, and in everything, vindicates us on 
this subject, since he agrees to a conscientious observing of 
such times**, Wherefore, those who object to us, that we 
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follow the commandments of men*, need but object this to 
the Church of England, and she will vindicate us. 


92.—The same in abstinence from Flesh. 


They do no less evidently justify us from the reproach of 
teaching the doctrine of devils, when we abstain from certain 
meats for penance sake. Mr. Burnet answers for us; when 
he blames carnal men, who will not conceive ** that the 
frequent use of fasting, with prayer and true devotion joined 
to it, is perhaps one of the greatest helps that can be devised 
to advance one to a spiritual temper of mind, and to promote 
a holy course of lifef.” Since it is from this spirit, not a 
kind of temporal policy, as many do imagine, that the Church 
of England hath forbidden flesh on Fridays and Saturdays, on 
Vigils, the four Ember-weeks, and throughout Lent, we 
have nothing on this subject to upbraid one another with. 
There is only reason to wonder that the King and Parliament 
should command these holidays and abstinences{; that the 
King should declare what were fish-days, and grant licences 
and dispensations from these observances§ ; and, lastly, that 
in matters of religion they should prefer the King’s com- 
mandments to those of the Church. 


93.— Cranmer in his Reformation tnveris all order. 


But something still more surprising in the English Reforma- 
tion, was a maxim of Cranmer's. Whereas, in reality, the 
worship depends on faith, and should by that be regulated, 
Cranmer confounded this order ; and, before he had examined 
the doctrine, suppressed, in the worship, what most dis- 
pleased him. According to Mr. Burnet, the belief of 
Christ's presence in every crumb of bread gave occasion to 
laying aside the cup||. And indeed, argues he, in this hypo- 
thesis, ** communion in both kinds was not necessary.” So 
that the question about the necessity of both kinds depended 
on that of the Real Presence. Now, in 1548, England still 
believed the Real Presence, aud the Parliament declared, that 
* the whole body of Christ was contained in every piece of 
consecrated bread, whether it were small or great**." The 
necessity, nevertheless, of communicating under both kinds 
had been already established ; that is, they had drawn the 
consequence before they were well assured of the principle. 


* Matth. xv, 9. + Burn. p. 96. t Ibid. p. 95, § Ibid. p. 191, 
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94.— Sequel. 


The year following, Christ's presence in the sacrament was 
greatly called in question, and the thing left undecided. 
Yet the adoration of Jesus Christ in the sacrament had 
already been suppressed provisionally ; as if one, seeing the 
people stand in great awe as in the King's presence, should 
say,— Good people, let us, in the first place, lay aside these 
exterior tokens of respect ; there will afterwards be time to 
examine whether the King be present or no, and whether 
this honour be agreeable to him. The oblation of the body 
and blood was in like manner taken away ; although this 
oblation, after all, be nothing else but the consecration made 
before God of this body and blood as really present before 
the manducation; and without examining the principle, that 
which inevitably ensued from it, was already destroyed. 

The cause of so irregular a proceeding was the leading 
the people by motives of hatred, and not of reason. It was 
an easy matter to excite hatred against certain practices, 
whereof they concealed from the people the beginning and 
right use, especially when some abuses were interwoven with 
them* : thus it was easy to render priests odious who abused 
the Mass for sordid gain ; and hatred once inflamed against 
them, was by a thousand artifices insensibly turned against 
the mystery they celebrated, and even, as hath appeared, 
against the Real Presence, the foundation of it. 


95.— How the public hatred was raised against the Catholic 
doctrine.—Example in the Instruction of young Edward, 
and concerning Images. ~ 


The same was done with respect to Images, and a French 
letter, which Mr. Burnet gives us of Edward YI. to his 
uncle, the protector, makes it palpable. To exercise this 
young prince's style, his master sent him about collecting all 
the passages wherein God speaks against idols. ** In read- 
ing the Holy Scripture, I was desirous (said he) to note 
several places which forbid both to adore and to make any 
images, not only of strange Gods, but also to form any thing ; 
thinking to make it like to the Majesty of God the Creator." 
In this credulous age, he had simply believed what was told 
him, that Catholics made images, thinking they made them 
like to the Majesty of God. ** Lam quite astonished (proceeds 
he) God himself and his Holy Spirit having so often for- 
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bidden it, that so many people have dared to commit idolatry 
by making and adoring tmages*." He fixes the same hatred, 
as we see, on the making, as on the adoring them ; and, 
according to the notions that were given him, is in the 
right, since, undoubtedly, it is not lawful to make images 
with the thought of making something “like to the Majesty of 
the Creator.” For, as this prince adds, God cannot be seen 
in things that are material, but will be seen in his own 
works. Thus was a young child deluded by them. His 
hatred was stirred up against Pagan images, in which man 
pretends to represent the Deity: it was shewn him that God 
forbids to make such images, but they not having as yet 
taken it into their heads to say that it is unlawful to make 
such as ours, or unlawful to represent Jesus Christ and his 
saints, they took care to conceal from him, that those of 
Catholics were not of this nature. A youth of ten or twelve 
years old could not discover it of himself; to make images 
odious to him in general, and confusedly, was enough for 
their purpose. Those of the Church, though of a different 
order and design, passed in the same light as the others: 
dazzled with the plausible reasoning and authority of his 
masters, every thing was an idol to him; and the hatred hé 
had conceived against idolatry was easily turned against the 


Church. 


96.—Whether any advantage can be drawn from the sudden 
progress of the pretended Reformation. 


The people were not more cunning, and it was but too easy 
to animate them by the like artifices. After this, can the 
sudden progress of the Reformation be taken for a visible 
miracle, the work of God’s own hand? With what assur- 
ance could Mr. Burnet say it;—he! who has so thoroughly 
discovered to us the deep causes of this lamentable success ? 
A prince blinded with inordinate passion, and condemned 
by the pope, sets men at work to exaggerate particular 
facts, some odious proceedings and abuses which the Church | 
herself condemned. All pulpits ring with satires against 
ignorant and scandalous priests; they are brought on the 
stage, and made the subject of farce and comedy, insomuch 
that Mr. Burnet himself expresses his indignation at itt. 
Under the authority of an infant King, and a protector 
violently addicted to Zuinglianism, invective and satire are 
still carried to a higher pitch. <“ The laity, that had long 
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looked on their pastors with an evil eye*," greedily swallowed 
down the poisonous novelty. The difficulties in the mystery 
of the Eucharist are removed, and the senses, instead of 
being kept under subjection, are flattered. Priests are set 
free from the obligation of continency ; monks from all their 
vows; the whole world from the yoke of confession, whole- 
some, indeed, for the correction of vice, but burdensome to 
nature. A doctrine of great liberty was preached up, and 
which, as Mr. Burnet says, * shewed a plain and simple 
way to the kingdom of heavent." Laws so convenient met 
with but too ready a compliance. Of sixteen thousand 
Ecclesiastics, who made up the body of the English clergy, 
we are assured by Mr. Burnet, three parts renounced their 
celibacy in Edward's timet; that is, in the space of five or 
six years; and good Protestants were made of these bad 
Ecclesiastics, who thus renounced their vows. Thus was 
the clergy gained. As for the Laity, the Church revenues, 
exposed to rapine, became their prey. The vestry plate 
enriched the prince’s exchequer: the shrine alone of St. 
Thomas of Canterbury, with the inestimable presents that 
had been sent to it from all parts, produced a royal treasure 
of immense sums of money§. This was enough to degrade 
that holy martyr. He was attainted, that he might be 
pillaged; nor were the riches of his tomb the least of his 
crimes. [n short, it was judged more expedient to plunder 
the Churches, than, conformably to the intention of the 
founders, to apply their patrimony to its right use. Where 
is the wonder, if the nobility, the clergy, and the people 
were so easily gained upon? is it not rather a visible miracle 
that there remained a spark in Israel, and that all other 
kingdoms did not follow the example of England, Denmark, 
Sweden, and Germany, which were reformed by the same 
means ? 


97.—IVhether the Duke of Somerset had the shew of a 
Reformer. 


Amidst all these Reformations, the only one that visibly 
made no progress was that of manners. The success of 
Luther’s Reformation in Germany, as to this point, I have 
already observed upon, and we need but read Mr. Burnet’s his- 
tory to be convinced that things went on no better in England. 


We have seen Henry VII., her first Reformer; the ambi- 
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tious Duke of Somerset was the second. He equalled him- 
self to crowned heads, though but a subject; and assumed 
the title of ** Duke of Somerset, by the grace of God*." In 
the midst of the calamities which afflicted the whole nation, 
when London ‘‘ was much disordered by the plague, his 
thoughts were only bent on designing such a palace as had 
not been seen in England; and to aggravate his guilt by 
sacrilege, he built it upon the ruins, and with the materials, 
of three Episcopal palaces and a parish church; and the 
revenues extorted from several Bishops and Chapters, who 
< had resigned many manors to him for obtaining his favour, 
none daring to oppose his will." He did this, it is true, 
with leave obtained from the King; but his abusing thus the 
authority of a minor, and the inuring his pupil to such sacri- 
legious donations, enflamed the guilt. I pass over the rest 
of his misdeeds, for which the Parlament condemned him, 
first to resign the authority he had usurped over the council, 
and afterwards to lose his head. But not to examine the 
reasons he had to condemn the Admiral, his brother, to the 
block ; how shameful a thing to have subjected a man of that 
dignity, and his cwn brother, to that iniquitous law, of **at- 
tainting a man" on the bare allegation of witnesses, ‘‘ without 
bringing him to make his own defence!" By virtue of this 
law, the Admiral, besides many others, was judged without 
a hearing}. The Protector prevailed upon the King to order 
the Commons to proceed in it without hearing the party ac- 
cused, and in this manner it was that he tutored up his pupil 
to do justice. 


98.—Vain forwardness of Mr. Burnet to excuse Cranmer 
in little things, without speaking a word in great ones. 


Mr. Burnet takes a great deal of pains to justify his Cran- 
mer for signing, Bishop as he was, the death of this unhappy 
person, and meddling in a cause of blood, contrary to the 
canons. In order to this, he lays down, according to his 
custom, one of those specious plans, whereby he always 
strives, indirectly, to make odious the Church's faith, and 
elude the canons, but keeps at a distance from the main point$. 
If Cranmer was to be excused, it ought not to have been 
merely for violating the canons, which, as an Archbishop 
he was obliged, above all others, to have a great regard for; 
but for breaking through the law of nature, sacred even 
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among heathens, of “ not delivering any man to die, before 
that he which is accused, have the accusers face to face, and 
have licence to answer for himself*.” Cranmer, notwithstand- 
irig this law, condemned the Admiral and signed the warrant 
for his execution. Should not so great a Reformer have 
stood up against so barbarous a procedure? no truly: he 
deemed it a business of more importance to demolish altars, 
beat down images, not sparing even those of Jesus Christ, 
and abolish the Mass, which had been said and heard by so 
many Saints ever since the first establishment of Christianity 
among the English. 


39.—Cranmer and the rest of the Reformers spirit up rebel- 
lion against Queen Mary.—1553. 


To conclude the life of Cranmer: at the death of Edward 
VI. he set his hand to the entail of the Crown, in which this 
young Prince, out of hatred to the Princess his sister, who 
was a Catholic, changed the order of succession. Mr. Bur- 
net would have us believe that the Archbishop signed it with 
great reluctance, and is satisfied if this great Reformer shews 
but some scruple in committing crimest. Yet the Council, 
which Cranmer was at the head of, gave all necessary orders 
to arm the people against Queen Mary, and maintain the 
usurper Jane Grey ; preachers were set to work in the cause, 
and Ridley, Bishop of London, had orders to “ set out Queen 
Jane's title in a sermon at Paul’s{.’’ When her affairs 
proved desperate, Cranmer, with the rest of them, owned 
his crime, and had recourse to the Queen’s clemency. This 
Princess re-settled the Catholic religion, and England reunited 
herself to the Holy See. As Cranmer had always suited his 
religion to that of the King, it was easily believed he would 
also follow that of the Queen, and manifest no more difficulty 
with regard to saying Mass than he had done under Henry, 
thirteen years together, without believing in it. But his en- 
gagement was too strong, and had he thus turned with every 
wind, he had too openly declared himself void of all religions, 
He was sent to the Tower both for the crime of treason and 
that of heresy, and deposed by the Queen's authority||. This 
authority was lawful with respect to him who had owned 
and even established it. It was by this authority he himself 
had deposed Bonner, Bishop of London, and was therefore 
punished by laws of his own making. For the like reason 
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the Bishops, who, by patents, had received their Bishepries 
for a certain time, were deprived : and till the ecclesiastical 
order shonld be entirely re-established, the Protestants were 
proceeded against according to their own maxims. 


100.—Cranmer declared heretic, and for what article.—1555, 


Cranmer, after his deposition, was left some time in prison. 
Afterwards, declared a heretic, he himself owned that it 
** was because he had denied the presence of Jesus Christ on 
the altar*." By that is seen wherein the principal part of 
the Reformation under Edward VI. was made to consist, and 
I am willing to take notice of it here, because all that will 
take a new turn under Elizabeth. 


101.—Cranmer's false answer before his judges.—1556. 


When Cranmer’s punishment was to be determined accord- 
ing to form, Commissioners from the Pope, and those of 
Philip and Mary (for the Queen had then married Philip H., 
King of Spain) sate in judgment against him. The accu- 
sation turned on his marriages and heresiest. Mr. Burnet 
assures us that the Queen forgave him the treason for which 
he had been already condemned by Parliament. He con- 
fessed the facts which were imputed to him concerning his 
doctrine and marriages, ** only said he had never forced any 
to subscribet.” 


102.—Cranmer condemned by his own principles. 


From these words, so full of meekness, one might be induced 
to think Cranmer had never condemned any person on ac- 
count of doctrine. Not to mention here the imprisonment 
of Gardiner, Bishop of Winchester, that of Bonner, Bishop 
of London$, and other things of the like nature, the Arch- 
bishop had signed and consented, in Henry’s time, to Lam- 
bert's and Anne Askew's death, for denying the Real Pre- 
sence| ; and under Edward, to that of Joan of Kent and of 
George Van Pere, both burnt for heresy. What isstill more, 
Edward, thinking ita piece of cruelty, refused to sign the 
warrant for burning her, and could not be persuaded to it 
but by Cranmer’s authority $f. If, then, he was condemned for 
heresy, he himself had often enough set the example. 


* Burnet, lib. ii. p. 283. + Ibid. part ii. p. 257. i Ibid. p. 332. 
§ Ibid, part ii. lib.i. p. 37. || Ibid, part ii. lib. i. p. 112. 
«| lbid. p. 111. 
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103.—Cranmer twice abjures the Reformation a little before 
his execution. 


With the design of putting off the time of his execution, he 
declared **he was willing to go to Rome and defend his doc- 
trine before the Pope, yet denied any authority the Pope 
had over him*:” from the Pope, in whose name he was con- 
demned, he appealed to a General Council, but seeing nothing 
availed, he renounced all the errors of Luther and Zuinglius, 
and, together with the Real Presence, distinctly owned all 
the other points of the Catholic faith. The abjuration which 
he signed, was conceived in such terms as expressed the truest 
sorrow for his former errors. The. Protestants were ex- 
tremely shocked at it. However, their Reformer made a 
second abjuration ; that is, when he saw, notwithstanding his 
preceding abjuration, the Queen was determined not to 
pardon him, he returned to his first errors; but he soon re- 
canted them, **all this time (says Mr. Burnet) being under 
some small hopes of life." So that, continues this author, 
having been “dealt with to renew his subscription, and then 
to write the whole over again, he also did it." But here was 
the secret he found out to secure his conscience. Mr. Burnet 
goes on: ** But eonceiving likewise some jealousies that they 
might burn him, he wrote secretly a paper, containing a 
sincere confession of his faith ; and, being brought out, he 
carried that along with him." This confession, thus secretly 
written, shews us clearly enough that he was determined not 
to appear a Protestant as long as any hopes remained. At 
last, finding himself utterly disappointed, he resolved to 
declare what his heart had concealed, and so give himself the 
appearance of a martyr. 


104—Mr. Burnet compares Cranmer’s fault to that of St. 
Peter. 


Mr. Burnet uses all his address to hide the shame of so mise- 
rable a death ; and after alleging, in behalf of his hero, the 
faults of St. Athanasius and St. Cyril, which we find no men- 
tion of in ecclesiastical history, he now produces St. Peter's 
denial, so memorable in the Gospel. But what comparison 
is there betwixt a momentary weakness of this great Apostle, 
and the wretchedness of a man who betrayed his conscience 
during almost the whole course of his life, and for thirteen 
years together, to begin from the very time he was made a 


* Burnet, part ii, lib. i, p. 232, 333, 
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Bishop? who never dared to avow his sentiments but when 
he had a King to back him? And, lastly, on the very brink 
of death, confessed all that was required of him, as long as 
he had but a glimpse of hope ; so that his counterfeit abju- 
ration was manifestly nothing else but a continuation of the 
base dissimulation of his whole life. 


105.— Whether it be true, that Cranmer complied no more 
with Henry VIII. than his conscience permitted. 


Nevertheless, our author will still boast to us the steady 
firmness (good God) of this perpetual flatterer of kings, who 
sacrificed every thing to the will of his masters, annulling as 
many marriages, setting his hand to as many condemnations, 
and consenting to as many laws as they pleased, even to those 
which were, either in fact or in his opinion, the most unjust; 
Who, finally, was not ashamed to bring the heavenly authority 
of Bishops under subjection to that of the Kings of the earth, 
and enslave the Church, in discipline, in preaching the word, 
in the administration of Sacraments, and in Faith. Never- 
theless, but one only blemish of his life does Mr. Burnet find, 
that of his abjuration*; and, as for the rest, allows only, that 
he was somewhat too much subjected to the will of Henry 
VIII.+, yet, to justify him completely in all his compliances; 
he affirms, ** he thought none of them a sint," consequently 
was no further obsequious to Henry than his conscience 
allowed him. His conscience then allowed him to annul two 
marriages on pretexts notoriously false, founded on no other 
principle than Henry's new amours. His conscience allowed 
him, though a Lutheran, to set his hand to articles of faith, 
wherein Lutheranism was condemned, and the Mass, the unjust 
object of the horror of the new Reformation, was established. 
His conscience allowed him to say Massas long as Henry lived, 
without believing init; to offer to God, even for the dead, a 
sacrifice which he held for an abomination; to ordain priests, 
giving them also the power of offering ; and according to the 
form of the Pontifical, which he durst not alter, to exact chas- 
tity of those whom he made sub-deacons, although he did not 
think himself obliged to it, being a married man; to swear 
obedience to the Pope, whom he looked upon as anti-Christ; 
to accept his Bulls, and receive Archiepiscopal institution 
by his authority ; to pray to Saints, and incense their images, 
notwithstanding that, in the Lutheran principles, all this was 
nothing less than idolatry ; in a word, to profess and practise 


* Buret, p. 336, 1 Ibid, + Pref, tom, i, 
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all that he believed ought to be banished from the house of 
God, as an execration and a scandal. 


106.—Mr. Burnet but rll excuses his Reformers. 


But the thing was, “ the Reformers (it is what Mr. Burnet 
tells us) did not know, as yet, that it was absolutely a sin to 
retain all these abuses till a proper occasion offered for abo- 
lishing them*.” Doubtless, they did not know it was a sin 
to change, according to their notion, the Lord’s Supper into 
sacrilege, and to defile themselves with idolatry. To make 
them abstain from such things, God’s commandment was not 
sufficient : they were'to wait till the King and Parliament 
should think it fitting. 


107.— Illusion in Mr. Burnet's examples. 


Naaman is brought forward as an instance, who obliged, by 
his office, to give the King his hand, would not remain stand- 
ing whilst his master knelt down in the temple of Remmon ; 
and acts of religion are compared with the duty and decorum 
of a secular employment+. The Apostles are brought forward 
to us, who, ** After the law was dead, continued to worship 
at the temple, to circumcise, and to offer sacrifices ;" and 
the ceremonies, which God had instituted, and which all the 
Fathers allow ought to be buried honourably, are compared 
with actions believed to be manifestly impious§. The same 
Apostles are adduced to us, who made themselves all things 
to all men, and also the primitive Christians, who adopted 
some ceremonies of paganism. But if the primitive Christians 
adopted ceremonies that were indifferent, does it follow from 
thence, that men ought to practise such as they believe are 
full of sacrilege? How blind, how contradictory to itself is 
the Reformation, which, in order to raise a horror of the 
Church’s practices, must call them idolatrous! Obliged to 
excuse the same things in her first authors, she holds them 
for indifferent, and makes it more conspicuous than the sun, 
that she banters the whole universe by calling that idolatry 
which is not so, or that those she admires for her heroes were, 
of all men, the most corrupt. But God hath revealed their 
hypocrisy by their own historian, and Mr. Burnet is the man 
that hath exposed their shame in full view. 


108.—Mr, Burnet not always to be credited in his facts. 
However, if to convict the pretended Reformation by their 


* Burn, t. i; Pref, f Ibid, 4 Reg. v. 18, 19, i Ibid, $ Ibid. 
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own witnesses, I have only, as it were, abridged Mr. Burnet’s 
history, and received as true the facts I have related: I do 
not mean thereby to grant the rest, and allow all he relates 
as fact for the sake of those truths he was not able to deny, 
though prejudicial to his own religion. I shall not, for ex- 
ample, allow him, what he asserts without witnesses or proof, 
that there was a resolution taken between Francis I. and 
Henry VIII. to withdraw themselves by agreement from the 
Pope’s obedience*, and change the Mass into a bare Com- 
munion;; that is, to suppress the Oblation and Sacrifice. 
This fact, averred by Mr. Burnet, was nevereven heard of in 
France. We are as much at a loss to know what this his- 
torian means by affirming, that the reason which made Fran- 
cis I. alter his resolution of abolishing the Pope's power was, 
because Clement VII. ** had granted him so great power over 
his own clergy, that he could scarce have expected more, if 
he had set up a patriarch in France} ;” for here is nothing 
but mere empty words, a thing unknown to our historians. 
Mr. Burnet is no better versed in the history of the Protes- 
tant religion, when he so boldly advances, as a thing avowed 
among the Reformers, that good works were indispensably 
and absolutely necessary to salvation§, for he hath seen, and 
will see this proposition, good works are necessary to salva- 
tion, expressly condemned by the Lutherans in their most 
solemn assemblies. It would be departing too much from 
my design, were Í to descend to other facts of the like nature ; 
but I cannot but make it known to the world, how little 
credit this historian merits, with relation to the Council of 
Trent, which he ran over in so negligent a manner, that he 
did not so much as take notice of the very title, which this 
council placed at the beginning of all its decisions. For he 
upbraids it with ** having usurped the most glorious title of 
the most holy Oecumenical Council, representing the Catholic 
Church|" although this quality be not found in any one of 
its decrees: a thing of little importance in itself, since it is not 
this expression that makes a council; yet it never could have 
escaped a man that had but just opened the book with the 
least attention. 


109.— Mr. Burnet's fallacy with regard to Fra-Paolo. 
It behoves one, therefore, to be very cautious how he credits 
. * Burn. part i. L ii. p. 133, + lbid. l iii. p. 140. i Ibid. p. 133. 
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our historian in what he pronounces touching this council on 
the testimony of Fra-Paolo, its declared enemy rather than 
historian. Mr. Burnet pretends that this author ought, with 
respect to Catholics, to be above all exception, because he is 
one of their own party* ; and this is the common artifice of 
all Protestants. But they are very well convinced in their 
consciences, that this Fra-Paolo, who counterfeited our reli- 
gion, was in reality nothing but a Protestant in a monk's dis- 
guise. None knows him better than Mr. Burnet, who boasts 
him to us. He who, in his history of the Reformation, sets 


him forth for an author of our party, in another book, lately 


translated into our language, takes off the mask and shews 
him a Protestant, that had concealed himselft; that looked 
upon the English common-prayer book as his pattern ; that 
occasionally, from the falling out between Paul V. and the 


republic of Venice, laboured for nothing more than to bring 


this republief * to an entire separation, not only from the 
Court, but also from the Church of Rome; who believed 
himself to be in a defiled and idolatrous Church, wherein he 
continued nevertheless; heard Confessions, said Mass, and 
qnieted the remorse of his conscience by passing over many 
parts of the canon, and not joining in those parts of the 
offices that went against his conscience§.” This is what Mr. 
Burnet writes in the Life of William Bedell, the Protestant 
Bishop of Kilmore, in Ireland, who was present at Vefiice at 
the time of the difference, and to whom Fra-Paolo had dis- 
closed his sentiments. There is no need of mentioning this 
author’s letters, which are all Protestant, and were in every 
library, and which Geneva at length hath made public. I 
speak to Mr. Burnet only of what he wrote himself, at the 
time he counted amongst our authors Fra-Paolo, a Protestant 
under a monk's disguise, who said Mass not believing in it, 
and who remained in a Church whose worship appeared to 
him idolatry. 


110.—The plans of Religion which Mr. Burnet makes 
after Fra-Paolo’s example. 


But what he deserves the least to be pardoned in is, when, 
in imitation of Fra-Paolo, and with as little truth, he lays 
before us those ingenious plans of Primitive-Church-doctrine. 
This invention, I must own, is equally commodiousand agree- 
able. An artful historian, in the midst of his narration, slily 


* Part 1. Pref. T The Life of Bedell, Bishop of Kilmore, p. 8. 
[ Ibid. p. 23. $ Ibid. p. 16. 
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introduces all he pleases of antiquity, and erects for us a 
scheme of his own contrivance. Under pretext, that an his- 
torian ought not to enter into proofs, or play the Doctor, he 
is content with alleging such facts as are favourable to his own 
religion. ‘Is he inclined to ridicule the veneration of images 
or relies, or the Pope's authority, or prayer for the dead, or 
even, to omit nothing, the pallium? he gives to these prac- 
tices such a form and such a date as he thinks fit. He says, 
for example *, of the pallium, * that this was a device set up 
by Pope Paschal II.;” although it be found five hundred 
years before, in the letters of Pope Vigilius and St. Gre- 
gory. The credulous reader, finding a history all over 
interspersed with these reflexions, and seeing everywhere, in 
a work whose character ought to be sincerity, an abridgment 
of the antiquities of several ages, without once dreaming that 
the author gives him, either his prejudices or conjectures 
for certain truths, admires the erudition and agreeable turns 
of the work, believes he has reached to the very original of 
things, and drinks at the fountain-head. But it is not just 
that Mr. Burnet, under the insinuating title of an historían, 
should thus peremptorily decide on Church-antiquity, nor 
that Fra-Paolo, whom he copies after, should acquire a right 
to make what he pleases pass for truth concerning our reli- 
gion, because that, under a Monk's habit, he hid a Calvinistic 
heart, and laboured under-hand to discredit the Mass he 


said daily. 


111.—Gerson cited strangely from the purpose. 


Let not Mr. Burnet, therefore, be any longer credited as to 
what he relates of the Church's dogmata t, since he turns all 
of them to a wrong sense. Whether he speaks of himself, or 
introduces in his history a third person that speaks of our 
doctrine, his inward design is ever to decry it. Can his 
Cranmer be borne with, when, abusing a treatise which 
Gerson had made De auferibilitate pape, he concludes, as 
from this Doctor, ** That the papal power is a quite needless 
thing” ? whereas, he means only, as the seqnel of this work 
demonstrates, so as to leave no room for doubt, that the Pope 
may be deposed in certain cases. When an author relates 
such things seriously, his design is to trifle with mankind, 
and he destroys his own credit with all thinking persons. 


* Life of Bedell, Bishop of Kilmore, p. 340, + Burn, part ii, Lii. p. 175. 
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112,—4 gross Error relating to Celibacy and the Roman 
Pontifical. 


But the subject on which our historian has exhausted all his 
ingenuity, and has employed, as I may say, all his finest 
colouring, is that regarding the Celibacy of Ecclesiastics. I 
shall not discuss what he says, either in his own, or Cranmer’s 
name. One may judge of his remarks on antiquity *, by 
those he makes on the Roman Pontifical, which will easily 
be granted me has nothing in it obscure with respect to 
celibacy : ** It was considered (says he) that the promise made 
by clergymen, according to the rites of the Roman Pontifical, 
did not necessarily oblige them to celibate. He that confers 
the orders asks of him that receives them, Wilt thou pro- 
mise to live in chastity and sobriety? To which the sub- 
deacon answers, I will.” Mr. Burnet concludes from these 
words, that no other chastity was here understood, but that 
which one is obliged to ** in a state of marriage, as well as out 
of it.” But the imposition is too gross to be borne with. The 
words he relates are not said in the ordination of a sub-deacon, 
but in that of a bishop +. And in that of a sub-deacon, he 
that presents himself to this order is stopped to hear declared 
to him that, till then, he was free; but if he proceeds fur- 
ther, he must keep chastity. Will Mr. Burnet now say 
again, that the chastity here in question isthat which is kept 
in a state of marriage, and which teaches us ** to abstain 
from all unlawful embraces ?”—Must we then wait for the 
sub-deaconship to enter into this obligation? And who is it 
that does not acknowledge here that profession of continency, 
which is imposed, according to the ancient canons, on the 
principal clerks from the very time they are raised to the 
sub-deaconship ? 
| 113.—A vain shift. 

Mr. Burnet still replies f, that, whatever might be required 
by the Roman Pontifical, the English priests, who were 
married in the time of Edward, had been ordained without any 
such ** question or answer made, and so were not precluded 
from marriage by any vow.” But the contrary appears from 
himself, he having owned that in the time of Henry VIII. 
nothing was altered in the rituals, nor in the other books of 
offices, except some extravagant prayers addressed to saints, 
or some other matter of light importance; and it is easy to 
be seen, that this Prince was far enough from taking from 


* Burn, part ii. l.i. pp. 91, 92, 
T Pont. Rom, in Consec, Ep. 1 Ibid, 
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ordination the profession of continency, as he had even pro- 
hibited the violation of it; first, under pain of death, and, 
when he was most mitigated, ** under the forfeiture of goods 
and chattels*.” And this, indeed, was the reason why 
Cranmer never durst declare his marriage during the life of 
Henry VIII. ; but, to save himself, was forced to add to a 
forbidden marriage the reproach of clandestinity. 


114.-—Concluston of this Book. 


No wonder then, that under sueh an Archbishop, no regard 
was had to the doctrine of his holy predecessors, St. Dunstan, 
St. Lanfranc, St. Anselm, and such others, whose admirable 
virtues, and particularly that of continency, were an honour 
to the Church. Nor do I wonder, that in his time, St. 
Thomas of Canterbury's name, whose life was the condemna- 
tion of Thomas Cranmer, was effaced from their Calendar of 
Saints St. Thomas of Canterbury resisted the attempts 
of unjust Kings; Thomas Cranmer prostituted his conscience 
to them, and indulged their passions, The one, bauished, his 
goods confiscated, persecuted in his own and the persons of 
his dearest friends, every way afflicted, purchased the glo- 
rious liberty of speaking what his conscience dictated for 
truth, with a generous contempt of all the conveniences of 
life, and life itself: the other, to please his Prince, spent his 
life under a shameful dissimulation, and an outward con- 
formity in every thing to a religion, which he inwardly con- 
demned. The one combated even to blood for the Church’s 
minutest rights; and by maintaining her prerogatives, as 
well those which Jesus Christ had acquired by his death, as 
those which pious Princes had endowed her with, defended 
the very outworks of the holy city: the other surrendered 
to the Kings of the earth her most sacred trust ; the word, 
worship, sacraments, keys, censures, authority, even faith 
itself. Ina word, everything was inthralled, and the whole 
ecclesiastical authority being united to the royal throne, the 
Church had no more power than the State pleased to allow. 
Lastly, the one, intrepid and exemplarily pious through the 
whole course of his life, was yet more so in the last period of 
it: the other, always dastardly and trembling at death’s 
approach, shrunk even below himself, and at the age of three- 
score and two, sacrificed even, to the dregs of despicable life, 
his faith and conscience. Accordingly, he has left but an 
odious name amongst men; nor can anything but stress of 


* Part i, I, iii. p. 282. 
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wit and quirk, which plain facts belie, excuse him even 
to his own party: but the glory of St. Thomas of 
Canterbury will live as long as the church; and his 
virtues, vien France and England have venerated with 
a kind of emulation, will never be forgotten. Nay, the 
more doubtful the cause of this holy martyr appeared to 
the politic world, the more did the divine power declare 
itself in his behalf, by the signal chastisements of Henry Il., 
this holy Prelate's persecutor, by the exemplary penance 
of this Prince, which alone could appease the wrath of 
heaven, and by miracles of so great a lustre, wrought at 
his tomb, that they drew to it the Kings of France as 
well as England. Miracles, I say, so continual, and so 
well attested -by the unanimous consent of all the histo- 
rians of those times, that to deny them is to reject at once 
the truth of all history whatsoever. The English Reforma- 
tion, nevertheless, hath struck the name of so great a man 
out of the Calendar of Saints. More flagrant still have 
been their attempts: nothing but the degradation of all 
that nation's saints, since it first became Christian, can 
satisfy them. -Bede, their venerable historian, tells them 
nothing but fables; at most, but legendary stories, when 
he relates the miracles of their conversion, the holiness of 
their pastors, of their Kings, and their religious. St. Au- 
gustin the Monk, who brought them to the Gospel, and 
St. Gregory, Pope, who sent him, escape not the hands of 
the Reformation: they are attacked and defamed by-her 
chief writers. To believe them *, the mission of those 
saints, who laid the foundation of the English church, was 
the work of the ambition and policy of Popes; and St. 
Gregory, so humble, so holy a Pope, by converting the 
English, aimed rather at subjecting tlem to the Holy See, 
than to Jesus Christ. It is what is published in England, 
and her Reformation establishes itself by trampling under 
foot and polluting the whole Christianity of the nation in 
its very source. But so learned a nation, it is to be 
hoped, will not always remain under this seduction: the 
respect they retain for the Fathers, and their curious and 
continual researches into antiquity, will bring them back 
to the doctrine of the first ages. I cannot believe the 
Chair of St. Peter, whence they received Christianity, 
will always be the object of their hatred The time 
of vengeance and illusion shall pass away, and God will 
give ear to the prayers of his Saints. 


* Whitak, cont, Dura, Fulk, cont, Stapl, Jewel, Apol, Ecc, Angl, 
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BOOK VIII. 


[From the year 1546 to the year 1561.] 


A brief Summary.—The war begun between Charles V. and 
the Confederates of Smalcald.—Luther’s Theses which 
had excited the Lutherans to take up arms.—A new sub- 
ject of war on account of Herman, Archbishop of Cologne. 
—The prodigious ignorance of this Archbishop.—The 
Protestants defeated by Charles V.— The Elector of 
Saxony and the Landgrave of Hesse made prisoners. —The 
Interim, or the Emperor’s book, which regulates matters 
of Religion provisionally for the Protestants alone, till the 
Council’s meeting.—The disturbance caused in Prussia by 
Osiander, a Lutheran: his new doctrine concerning Justi- 
fication.—Disputes among the Lutherans after the Interim. 
—Illyricus, Melancthon’s Disciple, strives to undo him on 
account of indifferent ceremonies.—He renews the doctrine 
of Ubiquity —The Emperor presses the Lutherans to ap- 
pear at the Council of Trent.—The confession called Sax- 
onic, and that of the Duchy of Wirtemberg, drawn up 
on this occasion.—The distinction between mortal and 
venial Sins.—The merit of Good Works acknowledged 
anew.—The Conference at Worms for reconciling Re- 
ligions.—The Lutherans at variance among themselves, 
however unanimously agreeing that Good Works are not 
necessary to Salvation. — Melancthon’s death under a 
dreadful perplexity—The Zuinglians condemned by the 
Lutherans in a Synod held at Jena.—Assembly of the Lu- 
therans at Faumburg in order to agree about the true 
edition of the Confession of Augsburg.—The uncertainty 
still as great as ever.—Ubiquity set up as far almost as 
Lutheranism extended.—New decision on the co-operation 
of Free will.—The Lutherans inconsistent with themselves, 
and, in order to answer Libertines as well as weak Chris- 
tians, they fall into Demipelagianism.—An account of the 
Book of Concord compiled by the Lutherans, and contain- 
ing all their decisions, 
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1.—Luther’s Theses in order to stir up the People to take 
up Arms.—1540, 1545. 


ForMIDABLE was the Smalcaldic league which Luther had 
excited in a manner so furious, that the worst excesses were 
to be dreaded from it. Elated with the power of so many 
confederated Princes, he had published the Theses above- 
mentioned. Never was anything seen more violent *. He 
had maintained them from the year 1540, but we learn from 
Sleidan that he published them anew in 1545, that is, a year 
before his death. ‘There he compared the Pope to a mad 
wolf, ‘against whom the whole world takes up arms at the 
first signal, without waiting for commands from the magis- 
trate. And if, after he has been shut upin an inclosure, the 
magistrate sets him at liberty, you may continue (said he 

to pursue this savage beast, and with impunity attack those 
who prevented his destruction. If you fall in the engage- 
ment before the- beast has received its mortal wound, you 
have but one thing only to repent of, that you did not bury 
your dagger in its breast. This is the way to deal with the 
Pope; all those who defend him must also be treated like a 
band of robbers under their captain, be they kings, be they 
Cæsars j." Sleidan, who relates a great part of these bloody 
Theses, durst not venture to repeat these last words, they 
appeared so horrible to him; but they were in Luther’s 
Theses, and still are to be seen in the edition of his works $. 


2.—Herman, Archbishop of Cologne, calls the Protestants 
into his Diocese.—His extreme Ignorance. 


A fresh subject of feud happened at this time. Herman, 
Archbishop of Cologne, took it into his head to reform his 
diocese after the new fashion, and to that purpose had sent 
for Bucer and Melancthon. Of all Prelates, this was cer- 
tainly the most illiterate; and a man ever resigned to the 
will of whosoever governed him. Whilst he gave ear to the 
sage counsel of the learned Gropper, he held very holy 
councils for the defence of the ancient faith, for the true 
reformation of manners. Afterwards, the Lutherans oct 
possession of his mind, and made him fall blindly into all 
their sentiments. As the Landgrave was one day speakin 

to the Emperor about this new reformer §, “ What will the 
poor man reform? (answered he) scarce does he understand 


* Sleid. l. i., n. 25. t Sleid. lib. xvi. p. 261. 
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Latin: he never said Mass but thrice inall his life. T heard 
him twice; he did not know so much as the beginning of 
it." The fact is certain ; and the Landgrave, who durst not 
say he knew a word of Latin, replied only, ** he had read 
good books in the German tongue, and understood religion." 
Understanding it, in the Landgrave's notion, was favouring 
‘the party. As the Pope and the Emperor joined together 
against him, the ** Protestant Princes promised him their 
assistance, in case he were attacked on the score of religion*.” 


3.— 1t ts doubted among the Confederates whether Charles V. 
should be treated as Emperor.— The victory of Charles V. 
— The Book of Interim.— 1540. 


They soon came to open force. The more the Emperor 
declared that he did not take up arms on account of religion, 
but in order to do himself justice on certain rebels that were 
headed by the Elector of Saxony and the Landgrave, the 
more these published in their manifestoes, that this war was 
not entered upon but by the secret instigation of the Roman 
Antichrist and the Council of Trent. In this manner they 
endeavoured, conformably to Luther's Theses, to make the 
war they waged against the Emperor appear lawful T: yet 
there was a dispute amongst them how Charles V. was to be 
treated in their public writings. The Elector, more con- 
scientious than the rest, would not have him styled Emperor, 
because, ** If so (said he), they could not lawfully wage war 
against him." The Landgrave had none of these scruples ; 
and, besides, who had degraded the Emperor? Who had 
deprived him of the empire? Was it to become a maxim, 
that whosoever united himself with the Pope, resigned the 
title of Emperor ? Thethought was as ridiculous as criminal. 
In conclusion, to please all parties, it was resolved, without 
owning or denying Charles V. for Emperor, that he should 
be treated as bearing himself for such, and by this expedient 
all hostilities were allowable. But the issue of the war was 
not favourable to the Protestants. ^ Overthrown by the 
famous victory of Charles V. near the Elb (1547), the Duke 
of Saxony and the Landgrave taken prisoners, they knew 
not which way toturn themselves. The Emperor, of his own 
authority, proposed to them a form of doctrine called the 
‘Interim (1548), or the Emperor’s book, which he enjoined 
them to follow provisionally till the Council sate. In it all 


* Epist. Wit. Theod. inter Ep. Cal. p. 82. 
1 Sleid, lib, xvii, p. 289, 295, &c. Ibid. p. 297, 
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the errors of the Lutherans were rejected ; and the marriage 
of such priests as had become Lutherans, with communion 
under both kinds where it was re-established, were tolerated 
only. The Emperor was blamed at Rome for undertaking 
to pronounce in matters of religion. Those on his side 
answered, he, had not taken upon him to make a decision 
or law for the Church, but only to prescribe to the Lutherans 
what they might best do till the Council met. "This question 
belongs not to my subject; it is sufficient to observe by the 
way, that the Interim cannot pass for an authentic act of the 
Church, since neither the Pope nor the Bishops have ever 
approvedit. Some Lutherans accepted of it rather by force 
than otherwise: the greatest part rejected it, and the project 
of Charles V. had but little success. 


4.— The project of the Interim.—Conference of Ratisbon 
an 1541. 


Whilst I am on the subject of this book, it will not be amiss 
to observe, thatit had been formerly proposed at the confer- 
ence of Ratisbon in 1541. "Three Catholic divines, Pflugius, 
bishop of Naumburg, Gropper and Eckius, by the Emperor's 
orders, were there to treat about the reconciliation of religions 
with Melancthon, Bucer, and Pistorius, three Protestants. 
Eckius rejected the book, and the Prelates, together with 
the Catholic States, did not think it fit that a body of doc- 
trine should be proposed, without being communicated to 
the Pope’s Legate, then at Ratisbon. Cardinal Contarenus 
was the man, a very learned divine, and whom even the Pro- 
testants have praised. Wherefore, the Legate having been 
consulted, answered, that an affair of this nature ought to be 
** referred to the Pope, in order to be regulated either in the 
general Council, that was going to be opened, or by some 
other proper method*.” 


5.—Articles agreed and not agreed upon in this Conference, 
and in what manner. 


The truth is, these conferences went on nevertheless; and 
when the three Protestants were agreed with Pflugius 
and Gropper on any articles, they were called articles ac- 
corded, although Eckius all the while opposed them t. The 
Protestants desired the Emperor to authorize these articles 


* Sleid. lib. xiv. Act. coll. Ratisb. Argent. 1542. p. 199. Ibid. 132, Mel. lib. i, 
Ep. 24, 25. Act. Ratisb. Ibid. 136. 
t Ibid. 153, Sleid. Ibid, 157, : 
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in the mean time, while the rest were under debate. But 
this was opposed by the Catholics, who declared several 
times, they could not consent to the changing of any dogma, 
or rite, received in the Catholic Church. The Protestants 
on their side, who pressed the reception of the articles ac- 
corded, put their own explications on them, which were 
not agreed to, and made a list of “ things omitted in the 
articles accorded*." Melancthon, who digested these re- 
marks, wrote to the Emperor in the name of all the Protest- 
ants, that the “articles accorded” should be received, ** pro- 
vided they were well understood ;" that is, they themselves 
were sensible of their being conceived in ambiguous terms, 
and it was nothing but an imposition to press, as they did, 
the reception of them. ‘Thus all the projects of accommo- 
dation vanished into smoke: the which I am pleased with 
remarking occasionally, that it may not be thought strange 
I should speak only, as it were, by-the-bye of so famous an 
action as the conference of Ratisbon. 


6.—Another Conference.— Ihe finishing stroke put to the 
Interim.— The little success of this Book.—15406. 


Another was held in the same city, and with as little success, 
in 15464. The Emperor, nevertheless, ordered his book to 
be revised, and Pflugius, Bishop of Naumburg, Michael 
Helding, the titular Bishop of Sidon, and Islebius, a Protest- 
ant, pnt the finishing stroke to it. But he did but set a new 
example, how bad success these imperial decisions were used 
to have, iu matters of religion. 


7.—Bucer’s new Confession of Faith. 


Whilst the Emperor was exerting himself to make his Interim 
be received in the city of Strasburg, Bucer published there a 
new confession of faith, in which this Church declares, that 
she always unchangeably retains her first confession of faith 
presented to Charles V. at Augsburg in 1530, and. likewise 
receives the agreement made at Wittemberg with Luther, 
namely, that act which 3mported that even those who have 
not faith, and who abuse the sacrament, receive the proper 
substance of the body and blood of Jesus Christ}. ln this 
confession of faith, Bucer excludes nothing expressly but 
transubstantiation, and leaves whole and entire all that can 
establish the real and snbstantial presence. 

* Act. Ratisb. Resp. Princ. 78. Annotata, out omissa in artic. Concil. 82. Lib. Ep. 29. 

ad Car. V. 
+ Sleid, lib. xx. p. 344. 1 Hosp. An. 1548. p. 204. 
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8.—Two contrary acts are received at Strasburg at the same 
time. 


The most remarkable thing in this is, that Bucer, who, in 
subscribing the Articles of Smalcald, at the same time, as 
hath appeared, had subscribed the Confession of Augsburg, 
still retained the Confession of Strasburg ; that is, he autho- 
rized two acts which were made to destroy each other ; for 
it may be remembered, that the Confession of Strasburg was 
made only to avoid tlie subscribing that of Augsburg, and 
that those of the Confession of Augsburg would never admit 
for brethren, those of Strasburg, nor their associates*. All 
this is now reconciled; that is, in the new Reformation it is 
lawful to change, but not lawful to acknowledge that you 
change. The Reformation, should it own this, would appear 
too human a work; and it is better to approve four or five 
contradictory acts, provided it be not acknowledged that 
they are so, than to own one's self wrong, especially in con- 
fessions of faith. 


9.—-Bucer goes to England, where he dies, without being 
able to change anything in Peter Martyr's Articles. 


This was the last action that Bucer did in Germany. During 
the commotions occasioned by the Interim, he found a refuge 
in England among the new Protestants, who gathered strength 
under Edward. ‘There he died in great esteem, yet not being 
able to alter anything in the Articles which Peter Martyr 
had established there: so that pure Zuinglianism was the 
religion then. But Bucer’s notions will have their turn, and 
we shall see Peter Martyr’s Articles changed under Elizabeth. 


10.—Ostander also abandons his Church of Nuremburg, and 
sets all Prussia in an uproar. 


The troubles, caused by the Interim, dispersed very many of 
the Reformers. The Protestants even were scandalized to 
see them thus forsake their Churches. To venture their lives 
for them, or for the Reformation, was what they were not 
accustomed to; aud it has been an observation of old stand- 
ing, that none of them laid down their lives for their flock ; 
unless it were Cranmer, whio yet did all he could to save his, 
by forswearing his religion, as long as swearing was to his 
purpose. The famous Osiander was one of the first that fled. 
On a sudden, he disappeared at Nuremburg, and left the 


* Sup, lib, iv, Sup. lib. iii, 
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Church which he had governed twenty-five years, and ever 
since the beginning of the Reformation. Prussia was the 
place he retreated to. Of all countries this was one of the 
most addicted to Lutheranism. It belonged to the Teuto- 
nie Order (1525); but the great master of it, Prince Albert 
of Brandenburg, conceived all at once a desire of marrying, 
of reforming, and making himself an hereditary sovereign. 
And thus did the whole country become Lutheran, and 
the doctor of Nuremburg soon excited there new disorders. 


ll1.—What sort of man Osiander was—his doctrine about 
. Justification. 


Andrew Osiander had signalized himself among the Luther- 
ans by a new opinion he had introduced concerning Justi- 
fication*. He would not have it to be by the imputation of 
Jesus Christ’s justice, as all other Protestants maintained, 
but by the intimate union of God’s substantial justice with 
our souls, grounded on that saying often repeated in Isaiah 
and Jeremy, “ ‘the Lord is our righteousness T." For, as, 
according to him, we live by God's substantial life and love, 
by the essentia] love he bears himself, so we are just by his 
essential justice communicated to us; to which, the substance 
of the word incarnate dwelling in us by faith, by the word, 
and the sacraments, is to be added. Ever since the time that 
the Confession of Augsburg was in hand, he had used his 
utmost endeavours to prevail with the whole party to em- 
brace this prodigy of doctrine, and, to Luther's face, de- 
fended it with the greatest boldness. At the Assembly of 
Smaleald men were astonished at his rashness; yet, fearing 
lest new divisions might break out in the party, wherein he 
had distinguished himself by his great learning, they chose 
to bear with him. He, above all men, had the talent of 
diverting Luther ; and Melancthon, at their return from the 
Conference of Marpurg, held with the Sacramentarians, 
wrote to Camerariust that ** Osiander had made Luther and 
all of them exceeding merry." 


12.—0Osiander's profane spirit observed by Calvin. 
This he did by playing the droll, chiefly at table, when his 


wit abounded most ; but in such profane jests, that I have a 
difficulty in repeating them. It is Calvin who informs us §, 
* Chyt. lib, xvii. Saxon. tit. Osiandrica. p. 444. 
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in a letter which he writes to Melancthon concerning this 
man, *€ That, as often as he found good wine at an enter- 
tainment, he praised it by applying it to those words which 
God uttered with respect to himself, ‘I am that I am.” 
And, again: ** Here is the Son of the living God." Calvin 
had been present at the banquets in which he vented these 
blasphemies, at which he conceived an horror. Yet the 
passed off without any exception being taken to them. The 
same Calvin* speaks of Osiander as of a ** brutal man, a 
wild beast not to be tamed. As for him (said he), the very 
first time I saw him, I detested his profane spirit and infa- 
mous behaviour, and always looked upon him as the shame 
of the Protestant party." Yet he was one of the pillars of 
it: the Church of Nuremburg, one of the first of the sect, 
had placed him at the head of her pastors from the year 
1522, and he is everywhere found at the conferences among 
the chief of the party; but Calvin is astonished **that they 
were able to bear with him so long, and cannot conceive, 
considering all his furies, how Melancthon could have lavished 
so much praise upon him. 


13.—Melancthon’s opinion, and that of other Protestants, 
concerning Osiander. 


It will be thought, perchance, that Calvin used him thus 
harshly from a particular hatred of his own, for Osiander 
was the most violent enemy the Sacramentarians had, and he 
it was that carried tlie subject of the Real Presence to such 
extremity as to maintain that tliey ought to say of the Eucha- 
ristic bread, ** this bread is Godt.” But the Lutherans en- 
tertained no better opinion of him; and Melancthon, who 
often found it served his turn to praise him, as Calvin re- 
proaches him with doing to excess, writing to his friendst, 
does nevertheless blame ** his extreme arrogance, his ravings, 
his other excesses, and the monstrousness of his opinions." 
It was not Osiander's fault that he did not go totrouble Eng- 
land, where he hoped that the esteem in which his brother- 
in-law, Cranmer, was held, would give him credit: but 
Melancthon acquaints us$ that persons of authority and learn- 
ing had represented the danger there was of bringing into 
that country a man who had spread in the Church so great 
a chaos of new opinions.  Cranmer himself gave ear to 


* Cal. Ep. ad Mel. 146. te So leit lvoe 
t Lib. ii. Ep. 240, 259, 447, &c. $ Ibid. 
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reason on this head, and listened to Calvin*, who spoke to 
him of the illusions whereby Osiander bewitched himself and 
others. 


14.—Ostander, puffed up with the Princes favour, keeps 
within no bounds. 


He was no sooner arrived in Prussia than he set the Uni- 
versity of Koningsberg} in a flame with his new doctrine of 
Justification. However eager always in its defence, yet he 
stood in fear, say my authors, “ of Luther's magnanimity,” and, 
during his life, never durst write anything on that subjecti. 
The magnanimous Luther feared him no less: in general, the 
Reformation, void of authority, feared nothing so much as 
new divisions, which she knew not how to terminate; and, 
lest they should irritate a man whose eloquence was formi- 
dable, he was left at liberty to utter what he pleased by word 
of mouth. In Prussia, finding himself free from the party’s 
yoke, and, what elated his heart, in great favour with the 
Prince, who had given him the first chair in his University, 
he gave himself free scope, and soon divided the whole 
country. 


15.—The dispute on Ceremonies, or things indifferent. 


Other disputes were enkindled at the same time in the other 
parts of Lutheranism. ‘That which arose about Ceremonies, 
or things indifferent, was carried on with a great deal of 
acrimony$. Melancthon, supported by the Academies of 
Leipsie and Wittemburg, where he was all-powerful, would 
not have them rejected (1549). It had ever been his opinion 
that, in the exterior worship, the less was changed the better. 
For which reason, during the Interim, he made himself very 
easy about these indifferent practices, nor did believe, says 
he||, * that for a surplice, for some holy-days, or for the order 
of lessons," they ought to draw a persecution on themselves. 
This doctrine was made criminal in him, and it was decided 
in the party that these indifferent things ought absolutely to 
be rejected, because the use made of them was contrary to 
the liberty of the Churches, and contained, said they, a kind 
of profession of Popery. 


* Calv. Ep. ad Cranm. Col. 134. T Acad. Regiomontaua. 
i Chytr. lib. xvii, p. 446. $ Sleid. lib. xxi. p. 365. xxii. p. 378. 
|| Lib. i. Ep. 16, ad Phil, cant. An, 1525. Lib.i. Ep.70. Lib.ii. Ep. 36. Concord. 
P. 514, 789, 
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16.—Illyricus’s jealousy and hidden designs against Me- 
lancthon. 


But Flaccus Illyricus, who started this question, had a deeper 
design. His aim was directed at Melancthon’s ruin, whose 
disciple he had been, but of whom he was afterwards become 
so jealous as not to endure him*. And now particular 
reasons urged him on more than ever: for, whereas Melanc- 
thon endeavoured then to undermine Luther’s doctrine of 
the Real Presence, fllyricus and his friends carried it to such 
extremes as to maintain ubiquity. In fact, we see it decided 
by the greatest part of the Lutheran Churches, and the acts 
thereof are printed in the Book of Concord, which almost all 
the Lutherans in Germany have accepted. It shall bespoken 
of hereafter ; and, to follow the order of time, I must speak 
at present of the Confession of Faith called Saxonic, and of 
that of Wirtemburg,+ not Wittemburg in Saxony, but the 
capital city of the Duchy of Wirtemburg. 


17.—Saronic Confession, and that of Wirtemburg.— Why 
made, and by whai Authors, —1551, 1552. 


They were both made much about the same time, namely, in 
1551 and 1552, in order to be presented to the Council of 
Trent, where the victorious Charles V. would have the Pro- 
testants make their appearance. The Saxonie Confession 
was drawn up by Melancthon, and, as we learn from Sleidanf, 
by order of Maurice, the Elector, whom the Emperor had 
put in the place of John Frederick. All the doctors and all 
the pastors, solemnly convened at Leipsie, approved it with 
one voice; nor ought there to be anything more authentic 
than a confession of faith made by so renowned a person, in 
order to be presented in a general council§. And, truly, it 
was received not only throughout all the territories of the 
House of Saxony and of many other Princes, but also by 
the Churches of Pomerania and that of Strasburg, as ap- 
pears by the subscriptions and declarations of those Churches. 
Brentius was the author of the Confession of Wirtemberg, 
next to Melancthon the most famous man of the whole party ||. 
Melancthon's Confession was called by himself the repetition 
of that of Augsburg. Christopher, Duke of Wirtemburg, 
by whose authority the Confession of Wirtemburg was pub- 
lished, declares likewise that he confirms, and does but repeat, 


* Sleid. ante. + Synt. Gen. Part ii, p. 48, 98. | į Lib xxii. 
$ Synt, Gen. Part ji. p. 94, et seq. || Ibid. 
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the Confession of Augsburg; but, in order to repeat it, 
there was no necessity of making another; and this word, 
repeat, only shews they were ashamed of producing so many 
new confessions of faith. 


18.—Ariicle of the Eucharist in the Saxonic Confession. 


Accordingly, to begin with the Saxonic; the article of the 
Eucharist was there explained in terms very different from 
those employed at Augsburg*. For, to say nothing of the 
long discourse of four or five pages which Melancthon sub- 
stitutes in lieu of two or three lines of the tenth article of 
Augsburg}, which decided this matter; here is what was 
essential in it: ‘< It is necessary (said he) to inform mankind 
that the sacraments are actions instituted by God, and that 
things are not sacraments except in the time of their use so 
established ; nevertheless, in the established use of this com- 
munion, Jesus Christ is truly and substantially present, truly 
given to those who receive the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ ; whereby Jesus Christ testifies that he is in them, and 
makes them his members." 


19.—Changes which Melancthon made by the Saxonic Con- 
fesston, in the Articles of that of Augsburg and Smal- 
cald. 


Melancthon avoids saying what he had said at Augsburg, 
«That the body and blood are truly given with the bread and 
wine, and much more, what Luther had added at Smalcald, 
that the bread and wine are the true body and the true blood 
of Jesus Christ, the which are not only given and received by 
pious Christians, but also by the impious." "These important 
words, which Luther had chosen with so great care, in order 
to explain his doctrine, although signed by Melancthon at 
Smalcald, as hath appeared, were by Melancthon himself 
cut off from his Saxonie Confession. It seems he was no 
longer of opinion that the body of Jesus Christ was taken by 
the mouth together with the bread, nor received substantially 
by the impious, although he did not deny a substantial pre- 
sence, in which Jesus Christ came to the faithful, not only by 
his virtue and spirit, but also in his own proper flesh and 
substance, divided, nevertheless, from bread and wine : for it 
seems, among the many novelties on this subject, this, too, 
was to shew itself, and, according to the prophecy of the 


* Cap, de Coena. + Synt. Gen. Part ii, p. 72. 
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venerable Simeon, Jesus Christ, in this mystery, was to be 
‘a mark set for contradictions*" in these latter ages, as, with 
respect to his divinity and incarnation, he had been in the 
first ages of Christianity. 


20.—Article of the Eucharist in the Wirtemburg Confession, 


In this manner was the Confession of Augsburg and Luther's 
doctrine repeated in the Saxonic Confession. The Confession 
of Wirtemburgt departs no less from that of Augsburg, nor 
from the Articles of Smalcald. It says, ** That the true body 
and true blood are distributed in the Eucharist, and rejects 
those who say the bread and wine are signs of the body and 
blood of Jesus Christ absent. It adds, that it isin the power 
of God to annihilate the substance of bread, or to change it 
into his body ; but that God uses not this power in the 
Supper, and true bread remains with the true presence 
of the body. It manifestly establishes concomitancy, by 
deciding that, although Jesus Christ be distributed whole 
and entire, as well in the bread as in the wine of the Eucha- 
rist, the use, nevertheless, of both parts ought to be uni- 
versal.”” ‘Thus it grants us two things; one, the possibility 
of transubstantiation, the other the certainty of concomi- 
tancy : but though it defends the reality so far as to admit con- 
comitancy, it explains nevertheless these words, ** This is my 
body,” by those of Ezekiel, who says, **'l'his is Jerusalem," 
shewing the representation of that city. 


21.—The confusion man falls into when he delivers him- 
self over to his own conceils. 


Thus there is nothing but confusion when man departs from 
the straight path to follow his own ideas. As the abettors of 
the figurative sense receive some impression from the literal 
‘one, so the abettors of the literal sense are sometimes dazzled 
by the deceitful subtleties of that which is figurative. But 
it is not our business to examine here, whether or no, by tor- 
turing the different expressions of so many confessions of 
faith, some violent mode may be found out to bring them to 
a conformity of sense. It is enough for me to point out 
what difficulty those had in satisfying themselves with their 
own confessions of faith, who had forsaken the faith of the 
Church. 


* Luke ii. 34.  Positus in signum, cui contradicetur. 
1 Conf. Wirt. C. de Euch. Ibid. p. 115. 
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22.—God wills not Sin.—An article better explained in the 
Saronic Confession, than tt had been in that of Augs- 
burg*. 


The other articles of these confessions of faith are not less 
remarkable than that of the Eucharist. 

The Saxonic Confession acknowledges that ** the will is 
free; that God wills not sin, nor approves, nor co-operates 
toit; but that the free will of men and devils is the cause 
of their sin and fall.” Melancthon is here to be commended 
for correcting Luther and correcting himself, and for speak- 
ing more clearly than he had done in the Confession of 
Angsburg. 


23.— The co-operation of Free-will. 


I have heretofore observed, that at Augsburg, he did not own 
the exercise of free-will, except in the actions of civil life, 
and that afterwards he extended it even to Christian 
actionst. This he begins to discover more plainly to us in 
the Saxonic Confession ; for, after explaining the nature of 
free-will, and the choice of the will, and that it suffices not 
alone for the works, which we call ** supernatural," he twice 
repeats, that “the will, after having received the Holy 
Ghost, remains not idle,” namely, that it is not without 
action; which seems to give to it, as the Council of Trent 
likewise does, a free action under the guidance of the Holy 
Ghost who moves it interiorly. 


24,—Melancthon’s doctrine on the co-operation of Free-will. 


And what Melancthon gives us to understand in this con- 
fession of faith, he explains in his letters more distinctly ; for 
he proceeds even to own the human will, in supernatural 
works, as ‘a joint agent ;” agens paritale, according to the 
school language} ; as much as to say, that man acts with 
God, and of both there is made one total agent. Thus he 
explained himself at the Conference of Ratisbon in 1541, and 
though he well knew that this explication would be dis- 
pleasing to his companions, yet he adhered to it, because, 
says he, the thing is true. Thus did he come back from the 
excesses he had learned from Luther, though Luther per- 
sisted in them to the very last. But he delivers himself 


* Conf, Wirt. C. de Euch. p. 53. _ 
+ Cap. de rem. pecc. de lib. arb, etc, Synt. Gen. part ii. p. 54, 60, 61, etc, 
1 Demipelagian, lib. iv, Ep. 240. 
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more at large on this subject, in a letter written to Calvin*: 
** J hada friend, (says he,) who, reasoning on predestination, 
equally believed these two things,—that all happens among 
men as Providence ordains, and that there is a contingency 
nevertheless :”’ yet he owned he was not able to reconcile 
these points. ‘* For my part, (proceeds he,) who hold that 
God is not the cause of sin, and {wills not sin, I own this 
contingency in the infirmity of our judgment, to the end 
that the ignorant may confess that David fell of himself, 
and by his own will, into sin; and might have preserved 
the Holy Ghost he had within him, and that in this combat 
there is some action of the will to be acknowledged,” which 
he confirms by a passage of St. Basil, who says, ** Only have 
the will, and God will come unto you.". Whereby Melanc- 
thon seemed to insinuate, not only that the will acts, but 
also begins; which St. Basil rejects in other places, and 
Melancthon does not appear to me ever to have rejected 
sufficiently, since we have before taken notice, how he had 
introduced a word into the Confession of Augsburg}, by 
which he seemed to intimate, there was not so much harm in 
saying that the will could begin, as that it could finish of 
itself the work of God. 


25.— The excercise of Free-will plainly owned by Melanc- 
thon in the operations of grace. 


Be that as it will, it is certain he owned the exercise of free- 
will in the operations of grace, since he so plainly owned 
that David could have preserved the Holy Ghost-at the time 
he lost it, as he might have lost it at the time he preserved 
it: but although this was his sentiment, he durst not declare 
it distinctly in the Saxonic Confession ;—happy for him he 
could not insinuate it gently by these words,—** The will is 
not idle, nor without action." 

The thing was, Luther had so dreadfully thunderstruck 
free-will, and bequeathed to his sect such an aversion to the 
exercise of it, that Melancthon durst not utter, but with 
fear and trembling, what he believed regarding it, and even 
his own confessions of faith were ambiguous. 


26.—LMs doctrine condemned by his Brethren. 


But all his precautions could not secure him from censure. 
Illyrieus and his followers would never forgive him this short 


* Ep. Mel. inter Cal. Ep. p. 384. 
t Conf, Aug. art. xviii. S. L tii, n, 191, p. 20. 
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sentence which he had placed in the Saxonic Confession, — 
«€ The will is not idle, nor without action." They condemned 
this expression in two synodical assemblies, together with 
the text of St. Dasil, which, as we have seen, Melancthon 
made use of. ; 

This condemnation is set down in the Book of Concord*. 
All they did to save Melancthon’s honour, was not to name 
him, but only to condemn his expressions under the general 
name of new authors, or papists, or scholastics. But whoever 
shall consider with what care the very expressions of Melanc- 
thon were culled out for condemnation, will plainly see 
that he was the person aimed at, and the sincere Lutherans 
own as much. 


27.—Confusion of the new Sects. 


Here is, in short, the nature of these new sects. Men suffer 
themselves to be prejudiced against certain doctrines, of 
which they take up false notions. Thus did Melancthon, at 
first, run into extremes with Luther against free-will, and 
would allow it no action in works supernatural. Convinced 
of his error, he leans to the opposite extreme, and so far 
from excluding the action of free-will, he proceeds to attri- 
bute to it even the beginning of supernatural actions. When 
a little inclined to return to truth, and to own that free-will 
hath its agency in the operations of grace, he stands con- 
demned by his own people: such is the confusion and per- 
plexity man falls into, by casting off the salutary yoke of 
Church authority. 


28.— Doctrine of the Lutherans, which contradicts itself. 


But although one part of the Lutherans will not receive 
these terms of Melancthon, the will is not without action 
in works of grace. I see not how they can deny the thing, 
since they all confess, unanimously, that man, under grace, 
may reject and lose it. 

This is what they have asserted in the Confession of Augs- 
burg; what they have repeated in the Apology ; what they 
have anew decided and inculcated in the Book of Concord 1 ; 
so that nothing among them is more certain. Whence it 
is plain they acknowledge with the Council of Trent a free- 
will, acting under the operation of grace, so as to be able 
to reject it; which thing it is proper to remark, on account 
of some of our Calvinists, who, for want of well understand- 

* Page 5, 82, 680. (t Ibid, p. 675, etc, 
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ing the state of the question, make that doctrine criminal in 
us, which they support, nevertheless, in their brethren the 
Lutherans. 


29.—A considerable article of the Saxonic Confession con- 
cerning the distinction of mortal and venial sins*. 


There is also an article in the Saxonic Confession, so much 
the more deserving of notice, as it overthrows one of the 
foundations of the new Reformation, which will not own 
that the distinction betwixt sins, mortal and venial, is 
grounded on the nature of sin itself. But here the divines of 
Saxony confess with Melancthon, that there are two sorts of 
sin; ** one which banishes the Holy Ghost from the heart; 
the other, which does not banish him.” In order to explain 
the nature of these different sins, they observe two kinds of 
Christians; * one who repress concupiscence; the other, 
who obey it. In those who combat against it (proceed they) 
sin is not reigning ; it is venral; it bereaves us not of the 
Holy Ghost; it subverts not the foundation, and is not 
against conscience." "They add, “that such sort of sins are 
covered," 7. e. they are not imputed “through God's mercy." 
Certain it is, according to this doctrine, that the distinction 
of mortal and venial sins consists, not only in God's pardon- 
ing some, and not pardoning others, as is commonly said in 
the pretended Reformation, but that it proceeds from the 
nature of the thing. Now, to condemn the doctrine of im- 
puted justiee, no more than this is requisite; since it is 
allowed for certain, notwithstanding the sins the just man 
falls into daily, that sin reigns not in him, but rather charity 
reigns in him, and consequently justice, which suffices to 
detiominate him truly just, since a thing takes its denomina- 
tion from what is prevailing therein. Whence it follows, 
that to explain ** gratuitous justification," there is no neces- 
sity of saying, we are justified by imputation, but rather, 
that we are truly justified by a justice which is in us, yet 
proceeding from the gift of God. 


30.—Merit of Works in the Confession of Wirtembure. 


Melancthon omitted, for what reason I know not, to insert 

in the Saxonic Confession, what he had inserted in the Augs- 

burg Confession and Apology concerning the merit of good 

workst. But it must not be concluded from hence, that the 

Lutherans had rejected this doctrine, since, at the same time, 

a chapter is found in the Confession of Wirtemburg, where 
* Page 75." t Conf, Wirt, c, de bonis operib. Ibid. p. 106. 
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it is said, “that good works ought necessarily to be prac- 
tised, and through the gratuitous bounty of God they merit 
their corporal and spiritual rewards:" which, by the way, 
makes it appear, that the nature of merit perfectly agrees 
with grace. 


31.—The conference of Worms to reconcile both Religions.— 
Division of the Lutherans. —1557. 


In 1557, a new assembly, by the appointment of Charles V., 
was held at Worms for settling religion. Pflugius, the 
author of the Interim, presided in it. Mr. Burnet, ever 
attentive to turn everything to the advantage of the new 
Reformation, gives a short account of it, in which he repre- 
sents the Catholics as men, ** who, unable to bear down those 
they call heretics with open force, divide them among them- 
selves, and engage them into heats about lesser matters.” 
But Melancthon’s own testimony, in this case, will discover 
the true state of the affair*. As soon as the Protestant 
doctors named for the conference were come to Worms, the 
ambassadors of their respective princes assembled them 
together to acquaint them, from the said princes, that, above 
all things, and before they conferred with the Catholics, they 
were ** to agree among themselves, and, at the same time, to 
condemn four sorts of errors. 1. That of the Zuinglians. 
2. That of Osiander about justification. 3. That proposition 
which affirms good works are necessary to salvation, 4. And 
lastly, the error of those who had received indifferent cere- 
monies." ‘This last article expressly glanced at Melancthon, 
and it was lllyrieus with his cabal that proposed it. Me- 
lanethon had been warned of his designs, and in his journey 
wrote to his friend Camerarius }, that, **at table, and over 
the bottle, certain. preliminary articles were drawn, with the 
design of making him and Brentius sign them." With the 
last he was very much united, and represents Illyricus, or 
some one of that cabal, “as a fury that went from door to 
door to exasperate people." It was also believed in the 
party, that Melancthon was pretty favourable to the Zuin- 
glians, and Brentius to Osiander. The same Melancthon 
appeared much inclined to the necessity of good works, aud 
this whole enterprise visibly aimed at him and his friends. 
Hitherto, therefore, it was not the Catholics that laboured 


* Mel. lib.i. Ep, 70. Burn. part ii. lib. ii. p. 355. Lib, i. Ep. 70, ejusd, Ep. 
ad Albert. Hardenb. et ad Bulling. apud Hospin, An. 1557, 260. 
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to divide the Protestants. They were sufficiently divided of 
themselves; nor was it, as Mr. Burnet pretends, ‘‘about 
lesser matters;" since, except the question of indifferent 
ceremonies, all the rest, concerning the real presence, Osian- 
der's monstrous justification, and the manner in which good 
works were to be judged necessary, were of the utmost 
consequence. 


32.— The Lutherans unanimously condemn the necessity of 
Good Works for Salvation *. 


As to the first of these points, Melancthon agreed, that the 
** Zuinglians deserved to be condemned as well as the 
Papists"' To the second, that Osiander was not less worthy 
of censure. To the third, that from this proposition, ** good 
works are necessary for salvation," the last word should be 
cut off, so that good works, in spite of the Gospel, which , 
denounces that, without them, we have no share in the king- 
dom of God, remain ** necessary" it is true, but not **for 
salvation ;” and whereas Mr. Burnet hath affirmed that the 
** Protestants always declared good works indispensably and 
absolutely necessary to salvation ;" quite on the contrary, 
we find this equally rejected by Melancthon's enemies, and 
by himself,—namely, by both parties of the Protestants in 
Germany. 


33.—Osiander spared by the Lutherans. 


As for Osiander, Brentius did not fail to take his part, not 
by defending the doctrine imputed to him, but by maintain- 
ing that they had not comprehended this author’s sense, 
though Osiander had so plainly expressed himself, that 
neither Melancthon nor anybody else doubted of it. It 
appeared, then, to the Lutherans, a very easy matter to agree 
all in the condemnations required by Illyricus and his friends ; 
but Melancthon put a stop to it, who was ever apprehensive 
of raising new disturbances in the Reformation, which, by its 
great divisions, already seemed threatened with destruction. 


34.— The Divisions of the Lutherans break forth, which the 
Catholics endeavour to improve for their Salvation. 


These disputes of the Protestants soon reached the ears of the 
Catholics, for Illyricus and his friends raised great clamours, 
not only at Worms, but over all Germany. The Catholics 


* Loc, sup. cit, S. lib, vii, n, 108. 
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had resolved to press, in the conference, the necessity of sub- 
mitting to the church’s judgment, in order to put an end to 
disputes arising among. Christians; and the contentions of 
Protestants very opportunely fell in with this design, they 
making it appear that they themselves, who spoke so much 
of the perspicuity of Scripture, and its full sufficiency to 
terminate all disputes, agreed so little among themselves, 
nor had hitherto found out the way of finishing the least 
debate. The weakness of the Reformation, so ready at 
starting difficulties, so bad at solving them, was visible to 
every eye. Then Ilyricus and his friends, to show the 
Catholics they were not unprovided of means to repress 
others bred in the Protestant party, laid before the Catholic 
deputies a copy of condemnations they had drawn, but which 
was rejected by their companions; thus the division blazed 
abroad in a manner not to be concealed. The Catholics 
judged it to no purpose to continue on these conferences, 
where, indeed, everything was at a stand, and accordingly 
left the Illyricans to dispute with the Melaucthonists, as 
St. Paul* left the Pharisees to dispute with the Sadducees, 
drawing all the advantage he could from their notorious 
dissensions. 


35.—Ostander’s triumph in Prussia.— The memorable con- 
version of Staphylus. 


In Prussia, something vigorous, and some resolute decision, 
was expected against Osiander, whose insolence was no longer 
to be borne with. He made it openly appear how little 
account he made of the Augsburg Confession, of Melanethon, 
its author, and of the merits even of Jesus Christ, which he 
did not so much as mention in the justification of sinners, 
Some divines of Koningsberg did what they could to oppose 
his doctrine, and among others, Frederick Staphylus, one of 
the most renowned professors in divinity of that university, 
who, for sixteen years together at Wittemberg, had heard 
Luther and Melancthon +; but finding they gained nothing 
by their learned works, and Osiander's eloquence prevailed 
universally, they had recourse to the authority of the Church 
of Wittemberg, and the rest of the Protestant Churches in 
Germany. When, instead of distinct and vigorous condem- 
nations, which the weak faith of the people stood in need of, 
they beheld nothing came from those quarters but timorous 


* Acts xxiii. 6. 
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writings, from which Osiander reaped advantage, they pitied 
the weakness of the party thus bereft of all authority against 
errors. Staphylus opened his eyes, and returned to the bosom 


of the Catholic Church. 


36.—A new form of the Lutherans in order to explain the 
Eucharist in the Assembly of Frankfort.—1558. 


The Lutherans assembled themselves at Frankfort the year 
after, in order to agree about a form relating to the Eucharist, 
as if, till then, they had done nothing. They began, ac- 
cording to custom, by saying, they did but repeat the con- 
fession of Augsburg *. Notwithstanding, they added to it, 
* that Jesus Christ was given in the use of the Sacrament, 
truly, substantially, and ina vivifying manner; and that this 
Sacrament contained two things,—namely, the bread and 
the body ; and that it is an invention of the Monks, unknown 
to all antiquity, to say, that the body is given us under the 
species of bread." 

Strange confusion ! they did nothing, said they, but repeat 
the confession of Augsburg ; yet this expression, condemned 
by them at Frankfort, viz., ** this body is present under the 
species," is found in one of the editions of that same Confes- 
sion which they pretended to repeat, and even in that edition 
owned at Frankfort to be so genuine, that to this day, in the 
rituals used by the French church of that city, we read the 
tenth article of the Augsburg Confession, couched in these 
terms—‘ The body and blood are received under the species 
of bread and wine T." 


37.— The question of Ubiquity made Melancthon turn 
towards the Sacramentarians.—1559. 


But the concern of most weight among the Lutherans at that 
time, was that of ubiquity, which Westphalus, James Andrew 
Smidelin, David Chythrieus, and others, set up with all their 
might. Melancthon opposed two reasons against them, than 
which nothing could be more convincing: one, that this 
doctrine confounded the two natures of Jesus Christ, making 
him immense, not only according to his divinity, but his 
humanity likewise, and even with respect to his body ; the 
other, that it destroyed the mystery of the Eucharist, by 
taking away everything that is peculiar to it, should Jesus 
Christ, as man, be no other way therein present than he is 


* Hosp. f. 264. + Sous les espéces du pain et du vin, 
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in wood and stone. These two reasons made Melancthon 
look with horror on the doctrine of ubiquity, and the aver- 
sion he had to it made him insensibly begin to incline towards 
those who defended the figurative sense. He held a particu- 
Jar communication with them, above all with Calvin. But 
certain it is, hedid not find in his sentiments what he desired. 


38.— The incompatibility of Melancthon’s sentiments with 
those of Calvin. 


Calvin obstinately maintained *, that a believer once rege- 
nerated could not lose grace; and Melancthon agreed with 
the Lutherans, that this doctrine was damnable and impious. 
Calvin could not endure the necessity of baptism, and Me- 
lancthon would never depart from it. Calvin condemned 
what Melancthen taught on the co-operation of free-will, and 
Melancthon did not believe he could recant. 

It appears sufficiently they were no less at variance about 
predestination ; and although Calvin repeated frequently 
that Melancthon in his heart could not help thinking as he 
did, yet he never could draw anything from him to that 
purpose. 


39. — Whether or no Melancthon was a Calvinist with 
respect to the Eucharist. 


As for what concerns the Supper, Calvin boasts everywhere 
that Melancthon was of his opinion; but as he does not pro- 
duce one word of Melancthon's clearly to that purpose, but, 
on the contrary, taxes him in all his letters and books with 
having never explained himself sufficiently on that subject, 
methinks one may reasonably doubt of what he has advanced ; 
and whatseems to me to be most probable is this, that neither of 
these two authors thoroughly understood the other: Melanc- 
thon being imposed upon by the expressions of a proper sub- 
stance, which Calvin everywhere affected, as we shall see; 
aud Calvin, drawing to his own sense the words by which 
Melancthon separated the bread from the body of our Lord, 
yet without the design of derogating thereby from the sub- 
stantial presence, which he owned m the faithful commu- 
nicants. 

If Peucer, Melancthon's son-in-law, may be believed, his 
father-in-law was a downright Calvinist. Peucer became 
oue himself, and suffered greatly afterwards for his corre- 
spondence with Beza, in order to introduce Calvinism into 
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Saxony *. He took a pride in following the sentiments of 
his father-in-law, and wrote books where he gives an account 
of what he had heard from him in private relating to this 
subject. Bunt without impeaching Peucer's credit, it is no 
unlikely thing that he, in a matter they had so perplexed with 
equivocal expressions, might not have fully comprehended 
Melancthon's meaning ; and for want of that, have adapted 
his wordsto his own preconceived opinions. 

After all, to know what Melancthon thought one way or 
other, is to me of very small importance. Many Protestants 
in Germany, more interested in this cause than we are, have 
undertaken his defence ; in whose behalf I shall only say, 
what candour and truth oblige me to, viz., that I have no- 
where found in any of this author's writings, that Jesus 
Christ is not received, except by faith; which, howsoever, 
is the true characteristic of the figurative sense. Neither do 
I find that he has ever said, with those that maintain it, that 
the unworthy do not receive the true body and true blood ; 
but, on the contrary, it appears to me that he persisted in 
what was determined on this subject in the Wittemberg 
agreement t. 


40.— Melancthon dares not speak. 


What we know for certain is, that through the fear Melanc- 
thon was in of increasing the scandalous divisions of the new 
Reformation, which he saw was quite void of all moderation, 
he scarce ventured to express himself but in terms so general, 
that each one might find .in them whatever meaning he 
thought fit. The Sacramentarians did not suit him: the 
Lutherans ran all into ubiquity. Brentius, almost the only 
Lutheran he had maintained a perfect union with, went over 
to that side; this prodigy of doctrine spread insensibly 
through the whole sect. He would willingly have spoken, 
but knew not what to say; so great was the opposition he 
met with to what he believed was truth f. <‘ Have I the 
power (said he) to unfold truth whole and entire in the 
country I am in, and would the court endure it?" To 
Which he often added: ** I will speak the truth when courts 
shall not prevent me." 

It is true, it is the Sacramentarians that make him speak 
after this manner: but, besides that they produce his letters, 
which they pretend to have the originals of, one needs but 


* Peuc, narr, hist. de sent. Mel. It, hist. carcer. &«. + S. lib.iv. n. 23. 
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read those his friends have published, to see that these dis- 
courses, which pass for his, agree perfectly with that disposi- 
tion which the implacable dissensions of the new Reformation 
had placed him in. 

His'son-in-law, who relates the facts with a great deal of 
simplicity, affirms he was so hated by the Ubiquitarians, 
that one time Chythrzus, one of the most zealous of them, 
said, ** They ought to make away with Melancthon, other- 
wise they should find in him a perpetual obstacle to their 
designs.” He himself, in a letter he wrote to the Elector 
Palatine, which Peucer makes mention of *, says, ** That 
he would no longer dispute against men whose cruelties he 
did experience." And this was but a few months before his 
death. ** How many times (says Peucer), and with how many 
sighs, hath he unfolded to me the reasons which hindered 
him from discovering to the world the bottom of his senti- 
ments?" But what could constrai him in the court of 
Saxony, where he then was, and in the midst of Lutherans, 
but the court itself, and the violence of his companions ? 


41.—Melancthon’s sad condition, and his Death. 


How deplorable a state, never to meet with peace, or truth, 
as he understood it! He had left the ancient Church, which 
had on her side succession, and all preceding ages. The 
Lutheran Church, which he and Luther had founded, and 
which he believed the only refuge of truth, embraced ubi- 
quity, which he abhorred. The Sacramentarian.chnurches, 
which, next to the Lutheran, he believed the most pure, were 
full of other errors he could not endure, and which, in all his 
confessions of faith, he had rejected. He was respected, as 
appeared, by the Church of Wittemberg ; but the grievous 
restraints he lay under, and the measures he was bound to 
follow, prevented his speaking all he thought ; and in this 
state he ended his miserable life in 1560. 


42.— The Suinglians condemned by the Lutherans, and the 
Catholics justified by this conduet.—1560. 


Illyricus and his companions triumphed upon his death ; 
Ubiquity was established almost throughout all Lutheranism, 
and the Zuinglians were condemned by a Synod held at. 
Jena, a town in Saxony' t: till then, Melancthon had re- 
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strained them from pronouncing such a sentence. From the 
time it pássed, nothing in all writings against the Zuinglians 
was spoken of, but the authority of the church, to which 
all were bound to yield without further dispute. The prin- 
cipal party of the new Reformation, the Lutherans, began to 
discover that nothing but church authority could curb men's 
minds and prevent divisions ; and, indeed, we see Calvin* 
never ceases to reproach them for laying greater stress on 
the name of the church than the very Papists did, and for 
going counter to the principles established by Luther. This 
was true, and the Lutherans, in their turn, were obliged to 
answer all the arguments which the Protestant party had 
opposed against the Catholic church and her council. They 
objected against the church, that she made herself judge in 
lier own cause, and that the pope, with his bishops, were at 
one and the same time the accused, the accusers, and the 
judges. The Sacramentarians said as much of the Lutherans, 
by whom they stood condemned. The whole-body of Pro- 
testants said to the church, that their pastors ought to take 
their place amongst the rest, in the council going to be held, 
and to judge on questions of faith ; otherwise, 1t were pre- 
judging against them without a hearing. The Sacramenta- 
rians made the same reproach to the Lutherans, and main- 
tained to them, that by taking on themselves the authority 
to condemn them without calling their pastors to the sitting, 
they began themselves to do that which they had called 
tyranny in the church of Rome. It appeared evident that 
they must ultimately imitate the Catholic church, which 
alone knew the true method of judging questions of faith: 
nor did it appear less manifest, by the contradictions the 
Lutherans fell into upon following this method, that it did 
not belong to innovators, nor could subsist but in a body, 
which had practised it from the origin of Christianity. 


43.—Assembly of the Lutherans at Naumburg to agree 
about the Confession of Augsburg.—1561. 


It was resolved at this time to choose, among all the editions 
of the Augsburg Confession, that which should be deemed 
authentic]. It was a surprising thing, that a confession 
which regulated the faith of all the Protestants in Germany 
and the whole North, and had given a name to the whole 

* Cal. Ep. p. 324, ad Ill. Germ. Prin. 2. Defens. cont. West. opusc. 286. Hosp. 
An. 1660. p. 269, et seq. à 
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party, should have been published so many ways, and with 
such considerable differences, at Wittemberg and elsewhere, 
under Luther and Melancthon’s inspection, without any care 
taken to adjust these variations. At last, in 1561, thirty 
years after this confession was made, in order to silence the 
reproaches which were flung at Protestants, of not having 
as yet fixed a confession, they met at Naumburg, a city of 
Thuringia, and there selected an edition, but in vain, inas- 
much as the other editions having been printed by public 
authority, they never could suppress them*, nor hinder one 
from following one, others another, as we have elsewhere 
mentioned. 

What is still more, the assembly of Naumburg, in choos- 
ing one edition, declared expressly, it was not thence to be 
concluded that they disapproved of all the rest, especially 
that which had been made at Wittemberg in 1540, under 
the inspection of Luther and Melancthon, which, besides, 
had been publicly made use of in the Lutheran schools, and 
in the conferences with Catholics. 

Nay, it cannot even be decided which of these editions 
were preferred at Naumburg. It seems most probable to 
have been that which is printed with the consent of almost 
all the princes, and stands at the beginning of the book of 
Concord; but even that is not certain, since we have shewn 
four editions of the supper-article, equally owned in the same 
book}. Again, if the merit of good works was cut off from 
the Confession of Augsburg, we have found it remaining in 
the Apology ; and that even is a proof of what was originally 
in the Confession, since it is certain that the Apology was 
made on no other account than to defend and explain it. 

But the dissensions of the Protestants, on the sense of the 
Confession of Augsburg, were so far from being terminatedat 
the assembly of Naumburg f, that on the contrary, Frederic 
the Elector Palatine, who was one of the members of it, 
believed, or would seem to believe, that he found in this 
Confession the Zuinglian doctrine he newly had embraced ; 
so that he adhered to the Confession of Augsburg, and, not 
concerning himself about Luther, still remained a Zuinglian. 


44.—Raillery of the Zuinglians. 


Thus, it seems, every thing was found in this Confession $. 
The jeering and malicious Zuinglians called it Pandora's 
box, whence issued forth good and evil; the apple of 
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discord, among the goddesses ; a shoe for every foot ; a vast 
wide cloak which Satan might hide himself in, as well as 
Jesus Christ. These men had proverbs at their fingers’ 
ends, and dealt them out not sparingly to ridicule the 
different senses that each one found in the Confession of 
Augsburg. Ubiquity was the only thing that could not be 
discovered in it; and yet this ubiquity became a dogma 
among the Lutherans, authentically inserted into the book of 
Concord. 


45.—Ubiquity established. 


Here is what we find in that part of the book which bears 
this title, —** An abridgment of articles controverted among 
the Divines of the Confession of Augsburg *." In the seventh 
chapter, entitled—Of the Lord's Supper:—** The right- 
hand of God is everywhere, and Jesus Christ is truly and 
‘effectually united to it according to his humanity." And 
still more expressly in the eighth chapter, entitled —Of the 
Person of Jesus Christ, —wherein is explained what that 
Majesty is, which in the Scriptures is attributed to the word 
* incarnate :" there we read these words,—‘* Jesus Christ, 
not only as God, but also as man, knows all things; is able 
to do all things; is present to all creatures." This is astrange 
doctrine. True it is, the Holy Soul of Jesus Christ can do 
all it will in the church, since it wills nothing but what the 
Divinity wills who governs it. True it is, this Holy Soul 
knows all that regards the world present, since all therein 
hath a relation to mankind, whereof Jesus Christ is the re- 
deemer and judge, and the angels themselves, who are the 
ministers of our salvation, are subject to this power. True 
it is, Jesus Christ may render himself present where he 
pleases, even according to his humanity, and with respect to 
his body and blood ; but that the soul of Jesus Christ knows, 
or can know, all that God knows, is attributing to a crea- 
ture an infinite knowledge, or wisdom, and equalling it to 
God himself. To make the human nature of Jesus Christ 
be necessarily wherever God is, is giving it an immensity not 
suitable to it, and manifestly abusing the personal union ; for 
it ought to be said by the same reason, that Jesus Christ, as 
man, is in all times, which would be too open an extra- 
vagancy, but, nevertheless, would follow as naturally from 
the personal union, according to the reasoning of the Luthe- 
rans, as the presence of Jesus Christ's humanity in all places. 


* Lib. Concor. p. 600. 
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46.—Another declaration about Ubiquity, under the name of 
a repetition of the Confession of Augsburg. 


The same doctrine of ubiquity may be seen, but with more 
perplexity and a wider compass of words, in a part of this 
same book which bears this title* :—** A solid, easy, and 
clear Repetition of some Articles of the Augsburg Confession, 
which have been disputed on for some time by some Divines 
of this Confession, and are here decided and accorded by the 
rule and analogy of God's word, and the brief form of our 
Christian doctrine." Let who will expect from such a title 
the clearness and brevity it promises him; for my part, I 
shall only observe two things on this word repetition}: the 
first, that although the doctrine of ubiquity, which is here 
established, be in no kind spoken of in the Augsburg Confes- 
sion, this is called, nevertheless, ** a repetition of some 
articles of the Augsburg Confession." They were afraid of 
making it appear that they were obliged to tack some new 
doctrine to 1t, and all the novelties they had broached were 
thus made to pass under the name of a repetition. The 
second, that it hath never been the luck of Protestants to 
have explained themselves aright the first time. They were 
always forced to come to repetitions, which, when all was 
said, were not a whit clearer than what went before. 


47.— The design of the Lutherans in setting up Ubiquity. 


To conceal no doctrine of the Lutherans of any importance 
in the book of Concord, I hold myself obliged to say, that 
they do not place ubiquity for the foundation of Jesus 
Christ’s Presence in the Supper : it is certain, on the contrary, 
that they make this Presence depend on the words of the in- 
stitution only; but they set up this ubiquity to stop the 
mouths of the Sacramentarians, who had ventured to say, 
that it was impossible for God to put Jesus Christ’s body 
in more than one place at once; which appeared to them, not 
only contrary to the article of God's Omnipotence, but also 
to the Majesty of Jesus Christ's person. 


48.—Two memorable decisions of the Lutherans, on the 
co-operation of Hree-will. 

We must now consider what the Lutherans say concerning 

the co-operation of the will with grace : so weighty a question 

in our controversies, that we cannot refuse it our attention. 


* Solida. plana, &c. Conc. p. 628. 
+ C. vii. de Coena, p. 752, et seq. viii, de pers. Ch. p. 761, et seq. p. 782, et seq. 


vii. | THE VARIATIONS, ETC. 347 


On this the Lutherans say two things, which will afford 
great light towards the finishing of our contests. I am going 
to propose them with as much order and clearness as I am 
able, and shall use my utmost endeavour to ease the reader’s 
mind, which might be wearied with the subtilty of these 
questions. 


49.— Doctrine of the Lutherans, that we are without action 
in our conversion. 


The first thing the Lutherans do* in order to explain the 
co-operation of the will with grace, is to distinguish the 
moment of conversion, from what ensues; and having taught, 
that man's co-operation hath no place in the conversion ofa 
sinner, they add, that this co-operation ought only to be 
owned in the good works which we do afterwards. 

I own, it is hard enough to comprehend what they would 
be at. For the co-operation, which they exclude from the 
moment of conversion, is explained in certain places after 
such a manner, as seems to exclude nothing +, but ** the co- 
operation which is made by our own natural strength and of 
ourselves," as St. Paul speaks. If it be so, we are agreed : 
but then we do not see what need there was of distinguish- 
ing betwixt the moment of conversion, and all that followed 
after, since man neither operates, nor co-operates through 
the whole sequel, any more than in the moment of conversion, 
but by the grace of God. Nothing, therefore, is more ridi- 
culous than to say with the Lutherans T, that in the moment 
of conversion man acts no more than a stone or clay, since it 
cannot be denied, but in the moment of conversion he begins 
to repent, to believe. to hope, to love by a true action, which 
a log or stone can nowise do. And it is plain, that a man 
who repents, who believes, and loves perfectly, repents, be- 
lieves, and loves with more force, but not in the main 
after another manner, than when he begins to repent, to 
believe, and to love: so that, in one and the other state, if 
the Holy Ghost operates, man co-operates with him, and 
subjects himself to his grace, by an act of the will. 


50.— The confusion and contradiction of the Lutheran 
l doctrine. É 

In effect, it seems that the Lutherans, in concluding for the 

co-operation of free-will, would exclude that only which is 

attributed to our own strength. ** When Luther,” say they, 


* Con. pp. 582, 673, 680, 681,682. + Pp.656, 662, 668, 674, 678, 680, et seq. 
T BeTUNpr UUE.., 
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** affirms that the willis purely passive, and in nowise acts 
in the conversion, his intention was not to say that no new 
motion was excited in our souls, and no new operation therein 
begun; but only to give to understand, that man can do 
nothing of himself, or by his own natural strength *.^ 

This was setting out well; but what follows is not of a 
piece. For after saying, what is very true, ** That man's 
conversion is an operation and gift of the Holy Ghost, not in 
any of its parts only, but in the whole, they conclude very 
preposterously, that the Holy Ghost acts in our understand- 
ing, our heart, and our will, asin a subject that suffers, man 
abiding without action, purely passive." 

'This bad conclusion, which they draw from a true princi- 
ple, makes it plain they do not understand themselves; for, 
after all, what seems to be their meaning is, that man can do 
nothing of himself, and that grace anticipates him in all, 
which, I say again, is incontestable. But if it follow from 
this principle, that we remain without action, this conse- 
quence reaches not only the moment of conversion, as the 
Lutherans pretend, but extends itself also, contrary to their 
notions, to the whole Christian life, since we can no more 
preserve grace by our own strength, than acquire it, and 
whatever state we are in, it anticipates us in everything. 


51.—Conclusion.—If we understand one another, there re- 
mains no dispute about co-operation. 


I know not, then, what the Lutherans mean when they say, 
it must not be believed, that ** man converted, co-operates 
with the Holy Ghost, as two horses concur to draw a cart ;” 
for that isa truth which noone disputes with them, since one 
of these horses receives not the strength he has from the 
other: whereas, we agree that man co-operating hath no 
strength which is not given him by the Holy Ghost; and 
that nothing is more true than what the Lutherans say in the 
same place f, viz., '* When you co-operate with grace, it is 
not by your own natural powers, but by new powers which 
the Holy Ghost bestows upon you.” 

Thus, the least right understanding between us clears this 
point of all shadow of difficulty. When the Lutherans teach, 
that our willdoes not act in the beginning of conversion, 
they only mean to say, that God excites good motions in us, 
which, though in us, are not from ourselves: the thing is 


* Con. p. 680. t Ibid. p. 674. j Ibid. 
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unquestionable, and it is what is called exciting grace. If 
they will say, that the will, when consenting to grace, and, 
by this means, beginning to convert itself, acts not by its 
own natural strength, this again is a point avowed by 
Catholics. If they will say, it acts not at all, but is purely 
passive, they do not understand themselves, and, contrary to 
their own principles, destroy all action and co-operation, not 
only in the beginning of conversion, but also through the 
whole course of a Christian life. 


52.— The objection of Libertines, and the difficulty of weak 
Christians, concerning co-operation. 


The second thing which the Lutherans teach, concerning the 
co-operation of the will, deserves to be ohserved, because it 
discovers to us what a labyrinth man bewilders himself in 
when he forsakes his guide. 

The book of Concord strives to clear the following objec- 
tion raised by libertines on the foundation of Lutheran doc- 
trine*, ‘‘Ifit be true," say they, ** as is taught amongst 
you, that the will of man hath no part in the conversion of 
sinners, but the Holy Ghost does all therein, I have no occa- 
sion either to read or hear sermons, or frequent the Sacra- 
ments, but will wait till the Holy Ghost sends me his gifts.” 

This same doctrine involved the faithful in great per- 
plexities : for as they were taught, that as soon as ever the 
Holy Ghost acted in them, healone wrought upon them in 
such a manner, that they had nothing at all to do; all those, 
who did not feel this ardent faith within them, but rather 
nothing, only misery and weakness, fell into these dismal 
thoughts, this dangerous doubtfulness—Am I of the number 
of God's elect, and will God ever send me his Holy Spirit? 


53-— The Lutherans’ solution grounded on eight proposi- 
tions, the four first containing general principles. 


In answer to these doubts of libertines and weak Christians, 
who deferred their conversion, there was no saying to them 
that they resisted the Holy Ghost, whose grace interiorly 
solicited them to yield themselves up to him; since they were 
told, on the contrary, that in these first moments of a sinner’s 
conversion, the Holy Ghost did all himself, and a man acted 
no more than a log of wood. Wherefore, they take another 
method to make sinuers comprehend that it is their fault if 


* Con., p. 669. 
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they be not converted, and, in order to that, they lay down 
these positions :— 

* [*, God wills that all men be converted, and attain to 
eternal salvation. 

* II. For that end he hath commanded the Gospel to be 
preached in public. 

« III. Preaching is the means whereby God gathers toge- 
ther from amongst mankind a Church, the duration whereof 
has no end. 

«IV. Preaching and hearing the Gospel are the instru- 
ments of the Holy Ghost, whereby he acts effectually in us, 
and converts us." 

Having laid down these four general positions touching 
the efficacy of preaching, they apply them to the conversion 
of a sinner, by four other more particular ones, viz.— 


94.— Four other propositions in order to apply the first. 


‘V+. Before ever a man is regenerated, he may read, or hear 
the Gospel outwardly; and in these exterior things he hath, 
in some manner, his free-will to assist at Church assemblies, 
and there to hear, or not to hear, the word of God. 

** V]. They add to this: that by this preaching, and by 
the attention given to it, God mollifies hearts ; a little spark 
of faith is inkindled in them, whereby the promises of Jesus 
Christ are embraced, and the Holy Ghost, who works these 
good sentiments, is, by this means, sent into the hearts of 
men. 

*€ VIT. They observe, that, although it be true that neither 
the preacher nor the hearer can do anything of themselves, 
and that it is necessary for the Holy Ghost to act in us, to 
the end we may believe the word ; yet neither the preacher 
nor the hearer ought to have any doubt of the Holy Ghost's 
being present by his grace, when the word is denouneed in 
its purity according to God's commandment, and men give 
ear to, and meditate seriously thereon. 

“VIII. Lastly, they conclude that, in truth, this presence 
and these gifts of the Holy Ghost do not always make them- 
selves be felt, yet, nevertheless, it ought to be held for cer- 
tain that the word hearkened to is the instrument of the 
Holy Ghost, whereby he displays his efficacy in the hearts of 
men," i 


* Con., p. 669, et seq. T Ibid. 
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55.— The resolution of the Lutherans grounded on the eight 
preceding propositions, is downright Denipelagian. 


By this way, therefore, the whole difficulty, according to 
them, is clearly solved, as well in regard to libertines as 
weak Christians. In regard to libertines, because by the 
first, second, third, fourth, sixth, and seventh propositions, 
preaching, attentively given ear to, operates grace. Now, 
by the fifth, it is laid down that man is free to hear preach- 
ing; he is, therefore, free to give to himself that, by which 
grace is given him, and so libertines are content. And for 
weak Christians, who although attentive to the word, know 
not whether they be in grace, inasmuch as they do not feel 
it; there is a remedy for their doubt from the eighth propo- 
sition, which teaches them that it is not lawful to doubt but 
the grace of the Holy Ghost, though not felt, does accom- 
pany attention to the word: so that there remains no diffi- 
culty, according to the Lutheran principles, and neither the 
libertine nor weak Christian have anything to complain of ; 
since, for their conversion, all, in short, depends on attention 
to the word, the which itself depends on the free-will. 


56.—A proof of the Lutherans Demipelagianism. 


And that it may not be doubted what attention it is they 
speak of, 1 observe they speak of attention,* inasmuch as 
it precedes the grace of the Holy Ghost: they speak of 
attention, applied by the free-will to hear or not to hear; 
they speak of attention, whereby one gives ear externally to 
the Gospel, whereby one assists at Church assemblies, where 
the virtue of the Holy Ghost displays itself, whereby an at- 
tentive ear is given to the word, which is his organ. It is 
this free-attention to which the Lutherans annex divine grace; 
and they are excessive in everything, since they will have it 
on one hand, when the Holy Ghost begins to move us, that 
we do not act atall; on the other, that this operation of the 
Holy Ghost, which converts us without any co-operation on 
our side, is attracted necessarily by an act of our will, in 
which the Holy Ghost has no part, and wherein our liberty 
acts purely by its natural strength. 


57.—Semipelagianism of the Lutherans.—An example pro- 
posed by Calixtust. 
This is the current doctrine of the Lutherans; and the most 
* Con, p.671. T Calixt, judic. n. 32, 33, 34. 
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learned of all of them, that have written in our days, has ex- 
plained it by this comparison. He supposes all mankind 
plunged into a deep lake, on the surface of which God has 

rovided a salutary oil to swim, which by its virtue alone 
will deliver all these wretches, provided they will use the 
natural strength that is left them to draw near to this oil, 
and swallow but some drops of it. This oil is the word an- 
nounced by preachers. Men of themselves may apply their 
attention to it; but as soon as they approach by their natu- 
ral strength, in order to listen thereto, of itself, without their 
further intermeddling, it diffuses a virtue in their hearts 
which heals them. c 


58.— The confusion of the new Sects passing from one ez- 
tremity to the other. 


Thus all the vain scruples, which made the Lutherans, under 
pretext of honouring God, at first destroy free-will, and 
afterwards grow fearful at least of allowing too much to it, 
end at last in giving to it so great power, that to its action, 
and the most natural exercise of it, all is annexed. This it 
is to walk without rule, the rule of tradition once forsaken : 
they think to avoid the error of Pelagiaus, but, winding 
about, they return to it another way, and the compass they 
take brings them back to Demipelagianism. 


59.— The Calvinists come into the Semipelagianism of the 
Lutherans. 


This Demipelagianism of the Lutherans, by little and little, 
spreads even to Calvinism, from the inclination that party 
hath of uniting itself with the Lutherans ; in whose favour 
they have begun to say already, that Demipelagianism does 
not damn, that is, there is no harm in attributing to free-will 
the beginning of salvation*. 


60.—A difficulty in the book of Concord, concerning the cer- 
tainty of Salvation. 


I find, moreover, another thing in the book of Concord+-, 
which, were it not well understood, might cause a great con- 
fusion in the Lutheran doctrine. It is there said, that the 
faithful, in the midst of their weaknesses and combats, 
** ought by no means to doubt either of the justice which is 


* Jur, Syst. de PEg. lib. ii. ch, iii, pp. 249, 253. T Con, p. 585. 
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imputed to them by faith, or of their eternal salvation.” 
Whereby it might seem that Lutherans admit the certainty 
of their salvation as well as Calvinists. But this would be 
too visible a contradiction in their doctrine, since, to believe 
the certainty of salvation in every one of the faithful, as the 
Calvinists believe, they ought also to believe, with them, the 
inamissibility of justice, which, as hath been seen, the Lu- 
theran doctrine expressly rejects. 


61.—A solution from the doctrine of Doctor John Andrew 
Gerard 


To adjust this contrariety, the Lutheran Doctors answer two 
things: one, that by the doubt of salvation, which they 
exclude from the faithful soul, they understood nothing but 
the anxiety, agitation, and trouble, which we exclude as well 
as they* ; the other, that the certainty they admit in all the 
just, is not an absolute certainty, but conditional, and sup- 
poses that the faithful soul does not depart from God by 
voluntary wickedness. The matter is thus explained by 
Doctor John Andrew Gerard, who has published lately an 
entire body of controversy ; the meaning of which is, that, 
in the Lutheran doctrine, the believer may rest fully assured 
that God on his side will never be wanting to him, if he be 
not first wanting to God —a thing not to be doubted of. To 
givethe just more certainty, is too evidently contradicting 
that doctrine which teaches us that, be we never so just, we 
may fall from justice, and lose the spirit of adoption ; a point 
as little questioned by Lutherans as Catholics. 


62.—A brief Account of the book of Concord. 


Since the book of Concord has been compiled, I take it the 
Lutherans in body have never made any new decision of 
faith. The parts of which this book is composed are from 
different authors and of different dates; and the Lutherans’ 
design was to give us in this collection what is most authentic 
amongst them. The book came out in 1579, after the famous 
assemblies held at Torg and Berg in 1576 and 1577. ‘This 
last place, if I am not mistaken, was a monastery near Mag- 
deburg. I shall not relate in what manner this book was 
subscribed in Germany, nor the tricks and force which, as 
is reported, were put on those who received it, nor the oppo- 

* Couf. Cath. 1679, Lib. ii. Part iii, Art. 22. c. 9,  Thesi. iii, n. 2, 3, 4, and Art. 
xxiii. c. 9. Thesi, unic. n. 6. pp. 1426 et 1499, 
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sitions of some princes and cities who refused to sign it. 
Hospinian* has written a long history of it, which appears 
well enough grounded as to the chief of its facts. Let the 
Lutherans who are concerned therein, contradict it. The 
particular decisions, which relate to the Supper and Ubiquity, 
were made near the time of Melancthon’s death, viz. about 


the years 1558, 1559, 1560, and 1561. 


63.— The troubles in France begin.—Confession of Faith 
drawn by Calvin. 


These years are famous amongst us for the beginnings of our 
disturbances in France. In the year 1559, our pretended 
Reformists drew up a confession of faith, which they pre- 
sented to Charles IX. in 1561, at the Conference of Poissy}. 
This was one of Calvin's productions, whom I have often 
already spoken of; and the reflections I must make on this 
confession of faith, oblige me to set forth more thoroughly 
the conduct and doctrine of this its author. 


* Hosp. Concord. discors. imp. 1607, T Bez. Hist. Ecc. 1, iv. p. 520, 
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BOOK IX. 


In the Year 1561, Calvin's Doctrine and Character, 


A brief Summary.—Protestants begin to appear in France. 
—Calvin is their head.—His notions concerning Justifica- 
tion, wherein he reasons more consequently than the 
Lutherans; but, grounding himself upon false principles, 
falls into more manifest difficulties.—l'hree absurdities by 
him added to the Lutheran doctrine.—The certainty of 
salvation, inamissibility of justice.—Infant justification 
independently of Baptism.—Contradictions on this third 
point.—In respect to the Eucharist, he equally condemns 
Luther and Zuinglius, and aims at a medium between 
both.—He proves the necessity of admitting the Real 
Presence, beyond what he does in fact admit.—Strong 
expressions for maintaining it.— Other expressions which 
destroy it.—The pre-eminence of Catholic doctrine.— 
Those who impugn it are forced to speak our language and 
assume our principles.—Three different Confessions of the 
Calvinists to satisfy three different sorts of people, the 
Lutherans, the Zuinglians, and themselves.—Calvin’s pride 
and passion.—His genius compared with that of Luther.— 
The reason why he did not appear at the Conference of 
Poissy.—There Beza presents the Protestants’ Confession of 
Faith: they tack to it a new and long explication of their 
doctrine about the Eucharist.—The Catholics express 
themselves intelligibly and in few words.—What hap- 
pened with relation to the Augsburg Confession.—Calvin's 
sentiments. 


].—Calvin's genius.—He subtilizes more than Luther. 


Carvix's genius possibly might not have been so well adapted 
as Luther's was to excite people, and inflame their minds: 
but after these commotions were once set on foot, he raised 
himself in many countries, in France especially, above even 
Luther himself, and became the head of a party, which yields 
but little to that of Luther. 

MA d 
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By the penetration of his wit, and the boldness of his 
decisions, he refined upon, and outstript all his contempo- 
rary builders of new churches, and new-reformed the but 
new Reformation. 


2.— Two capital points of the Reformation.—Calvin’s refine- 
ments on both of them. 


The two points they laid the main stresses upon, were Justifi- 
cation and the Eucharist. 

As for justification, Calvin looking upon it as the common 
foundation of Protestancy, adhered to it at least equally with 
Luther, but grafted on it three important articles. 


3.— Three things added by Calvin to imputed justice.— 
First, the certainty of salvation. 


In the first place, that certainty which Luther owned for 
justification only, was by Calvin extended to eternal salvation; 
that is to say, whereas Luther required no more of thie 
faithful than to believe with an infallible certainty that they 
were justified ; Calvin, besides this certainty of justification, 
required the like of their eternal predestination: insomuch 
that a perfect Calvinist can no more doubt of his being saved, 
than a perfect Lutheran of his being justified *. 


4.—.4 memorable Confession of Faith made by Frederick TTI., 
Elector Palatine. 


So that, were a Calvinist to make his particular confession 
of faith, he would put in this article, “ I am assured of my 
salvation." We have an example of it. In the Collection 
of Geneva stands the confession of Prince Frederic IIL, 
Count Palatine, and Elector of the Empire. ‘This Prince 
explaining his creed, after setting forth how he belieyes in 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, when he comes to 
explain how he believes the Catholic Church, says, ** That 
he believes that God never ceases gathering it together, by 
his word and Holy Ghost out of the mass of all mankind ; 
and that he believes he is of that number, and ever shall be a 
living member of it1.". He adds, he believes ** That God 
being appeased by the satisfaction of Jesus Christ will not 
remember any of his sins, nor all the wickedness with which 
I shall (says he) go on combating through the whole course 


* Sup. 1. iii, n. 38. Instit. l. 3,2. n, 16, &c. 24. c. Àutid, Con, Trid. in Sess. vi, 
cap, 12, 14. opusc, p. 185. 1 Synt, Gen, part ii. pp. 149, 156. 
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of my life; but that he will gratuitously give me the justice 
of Jesus Christ, insomuch that [have no reason to apprehend 
the judgments of God. Lastly, I know most certainly (conti- 
nues he) that I shall be saved, and shall appear with a cheer- 
ful countenance before the tribunal of Jesus Christ." There 
spoke a true Calvinist, and these are the true sentiments in- 
spired by Calvin's doctrine, which this Prince had embraced. 


9.— The second Dogma by Calvin added to imputed jus- 
tice, viz. That it never can be lost. 


Thence followed a second dogma, that whereas Luther 
allowed that a justified believer might fall from grace, as we 
have observed in the Ausburg Confession, Calvin maintains, 
on the contrary, that grace once received can never be lost: 
so that, whoever is justified and receives the Holy Ghost is 
justified, and receives the Holy Ghost for ever. For which 
reason the aforesaid Palatine placed amongst the articles of 
faith, that ** he was a living and perpetual member of the 
church." This is the dogma called the inamissibility of 
justice ; namely, that doctrine by which it is believed that 
justice once received never can be lost. This word hath such 
a sanction from its universal use on this subject, that to avoid 
multiplying words we must accustom our ears to it, 


6.—The third Dogma of Calvin: viz. That Baptism is not 
necessary to salvation. 


There was also a third dogma, which Calvin established as a 
corollary from imputed justice, viz. that baptism could not 
be necessary to salvation, as the Lutherans maintain. 


7.—Calvin’s reasons drawn from Luther's principles ; and 
first with respect to the certainty of Salvation. 


Calvin was of opinion that the Lutherans could not reject 
these tenets, without destroying their own principles. They 
require of the believer to be absolutely assured of his justifi- 
cation, as soon as he asks it, and to trust in the divine 
goodness, because, according to them, neither his prayer nor 
trust can admit of the least doubt. Now, prayer and trust 
regard salvation no less than justification and forgiveness of 
sins; for we pray for our salvation, and hope to obtain it as 
much, as we pray for the -forgiveness of sins, and hope to 
obtain it: therefore we are as much assured of the one as of 
the other, 
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8.—IVith respect to the inamissibility of justice. 


If, then, we believe, that we cannot miss of salvation, we 
must also believe we cannot fall from grace, and must reject 
the Lutherans who teach the contrary. 


9.—Against the necessity of Baptism. 


Again, if we are justified by faith alone, Baptism is neither 
necessary in fact nor desire. For which reason Calvin will 
not admit that it works in us forgiveness of sins, or infusion 
g grace, but is a seal only, and token, that we have received 
them. 


10.— The consequence from this Doctrine, that the Children 
of the Faithful are born in Grace. 


It is certain, that whosoever says these things ought also to 
say that infants enjoy grace independently of baptism. Nor 
did Calvin make any difficulty of owning it. This made him 
broach that novelty, viz., that the children of the faithful 
were born in the Covenant, that is, in that sanctity, which 
baptism did no more than seal in them; an unheard-of doc- 
trine in the church, but necessary for Calvin, in order to 
support his principles. 


11.—A passage by which Calvin upholds this new Dogma. 


The foundation of this doctrine, according to him, is in that 
promise made to Abraham, I will be ** thy God, and the God- 
of thy seed after thee." Calvin maintained* that the new 
alliance, no less efficacious than the old, ought, for this 
reason, to pass like that from father to son, and be trans- 
mitted the same way ; whence he concluded that, the sub- 
stance of baptism, that is, its grace and covenant, ‘‘ apper- 
taining to infants, the sign of it could not be refused them ; 
to wit, the Sacrament of baptism ;" a doctrine by him held 
so certain, that he inserted it into his Catechism in the same 
terms I have now worded it, and in full as strong, into the 
form of administering baptism. 


12.— Why Calvin is looked upon as the Author of the three 
precedent Dogmata. 


WhenI name Calvin as the author of these three tenets, I 
do not mean to say he was the first that ever taught them ; 


* Inst. iv, Xv. n. 22, xvi, 3, &c, 9. Gen. xvii. 7. Dom. 50. 
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for the Anabaptists, and others, too, had maintained them 
before, either in the whole, or in part; but I only say he 
gave them a new turn, and showed better than any one else 
the conformity they have with imputed justice. 


13,—Supposing these principles, Calvin reasoned better than 
Luther, but went further astray. 


For my part, I cannot help thinking that, in these three 
articles, Calvin argued more consequently than Luther; but 
withal, run himself into greater difficulties, as must neces- 
sarily happen to those who reason on false principles. 


14.—Difficulties attending the certainty of Salvation. 


If, in Luther’s doctrine, a great difficulty result from man’s 
being assured of his justification, there is a much greater 
one, and which exposes human weakness to a more dangerous 
temptation, in being assured of his Salvation. : 


15.—Dificulties attending Calvin's inamissibility of justice. 


Nay, by saying the Holy Ghost and justice can no more be 
lost than faith, you oblige the faithful, once justified, and 
persuaded of their justification, to believe, that no crime, be 
it ever so great, can cause them to fall from this grace. 

In fact, Calvin maintained *, that, ** upon losing the fear 
of God, faith, which justifies us, is not lost." The terms he 
made use of were indeed extraordinary: for he said, faith 
** was overwhelmed, buried, smothered ; that the possession 
of it was lost, that is to say, the feeling and knowledge of 
it.” But after all this he added, “ it was not extinct." 

An uncommon subtilty is requisite, to reconcile all these 
words of Calvin; but the truth 1s, willing as he was to main- 
tain his tenet, he could not but allow something to that 
horror in man, of owning justifying faith in a soul that has 
lost the fear of God, and fallen into the worst of crimes. 


16.—Difficulty of that doctrine which teaches that Children 
are born tn Grace. 


If to these three points you join also that doctrine which 
teaches that the children of the faithful bring grace with 
them into the world at their birth, what a horror must this 
raise! it following necessarily from thence, that the whole 
posterity of every true believer is predestinated! The 


* Ant. Conc, Trid. in Sess, 6, c. 16. opusc. p. 288. 
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demonstration is obvious, according to Calvin's principles. 
Whoscever is born. of a believer, is born in the covenant, 
and consequently, in grace; whosoever has once had grace, 
cau never lose it; if he has it not only for himself, but also 
necessarily transmits it to his whole posterity, we have then 
grace extended to infinite generations. If so much as one 
true believer be found in a whole lineage, all the descendants 
of this person are predestinated. If so much as one be found 
to die a reprobate, it must be concluded that ail his ancestors 
were damned. 


17.—.Luther not less to be condemned for establishing these 
principles, than Calvin for drawing these consequences. 


But the horrid consequences of Calvin's doctrine condemn 
no less the Lutherans than the Calvinists; and if these last 
are not to be excused for running themselves into such 
dreadful straits, the former are not less blameworthy for 
laying down the principles, whence such consequences so 
clearly follow. 


18.— Whether these three Dogmata are to be found in the 
Confessions of Faith. 


Notwithstanding that the Calvinists have embraced these 
three dogmata, as a ground-work of the Reformation, the 
respect they have for the Lutherans, if I am not mistaken, 
has been the cause that, in their confessions of faith *, they 
rather insinuated than expressly established the two first 
tenets, namely, the certainty of salvation, and the inamissi- 
bility of justice. An authentic declaration of them was no 
where made, properly speaking, till in the Synod of Dort ; 
it shall appear in its own place. As for the dogma, which 
owns, in the children of the faithful, grace inseparable from 
their birth, we find it in the Catechism which I have quoted 
verbatim, and in the form of administering baptism. 


19.— Two dogmata of the Calvinists relating to Children, 
little conformable to their principles. 


However, I will not aver that Calvin and the Calvinists are 
very steadfast in this Jast tenet. For although they say on 
the one hand, that the children of the faithful are born in the 
covenant, and the seal of grace, which is baptism, is not due 


* Conf. de Fr, Art, 18.22, Cat. Dim. 18—20, Cat. Dim, 50, Forme du 
Bapt. 6. n,11, 
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to them, but because the thing itself, namely, grace and 
regeneration, is acquired to them by their being happily born 
of faithful parents; it appears on the other hand, they will 
not allow that the children of the faithful are always re- 
generated when they receive baptism, aud this for two 
reasons : the first, because, according to thelr maxims, the 
seal of baptism hath not its effect with regard to the pre- 
destinated ; the second, because the seal of baptism works 
not always a present effect, even with regard to the pre- 
destinated, since such a person may have been baptized in his 
infancy who was not regenerated till old age. 


20.-—Agreement with those of Geneva.—1554. 


These two doctrinal points are taught by Calvin in several 
places *, but particularly in the agreement he made in 1554, 
between the church of Geneva and that of Zurich. This 
agreement contains the doctrine of both these churches; and 
being received by both, it has the full authority of a con- 
fession of faith, insomuch that the two aforesaid points of 
doctrine being there expressly taught, they may be reckoned 
among the articles of faith of the Calvinian church. 


21.—Contradictions in the Calvinist doctrine. 


It is then plain, this church teaches two things that are con- 
tradictory. The first, that the children of the faithful are 
certainly born in the covenant and in grace, which implies a 
necessary obligation of giving them baptism: the second, 
that it is not certain they are born in the covenant or in 
grace, since no one knows whether he be of the number of 
the predestinated. 


22.—Another contradiction. 


There is besides a great inconsistency in saying, on the one 
side, that Baptism, of itself, is a certain sign of grace, and 
on the other, that many of those who receive it without 
putting any obstacle on their part to the grace it offers them 
(as in the case of infants), yet receive from it no effect. But 
leaving to Calvinists the trouble of reconciling their own 
jarring tenets, I rest satisfied with relating what I find in 
their confessions of faith. 


* Con. Tigur. et Genev. Art. 17, 20, opusc. Cal. p. 754. Hosp. An, 1554, 
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23.—Calvin’s refinement on the other point of the Reforma- 
tion, which ts thut of the Eucharist. 


Hitherto Calvin soared above the Lutherans, but fell withal 
much lower than they had done. On the subject of the Eu- 
charist, he not only raised himself above them, but also 
above the Zuinglians, and, by the same sentence, condemned 
both parties, which, for so long a time, had divided the whole 
Reformation. 


24.—Calvin’s Treatise in order to shew that, after fifteen 
years disputing, the Lutherans and Suinglians had not 
understood one another. 


They had disputed for fifteen years successively on the article 
of the Real Presence without ever being able to agree, what- 
ever could be done to reconcile them, when Calvin*, then 
but young, made himself umpire, and decided that they had 
not understood each other, and that the heads of both parties 
were in the wrong ; Luther, for too much pressing the cor- 
poreal Presence: Zuinglius and CEcolam padius, for not having 
sufficiently expressed that the thing itself, t. e., the Body and 
Blood, were joined to the sign; a certain Presence of Jesus 
Christ in the Supper, which they had not sufficiently com- 
prehended, being to be acknowledged. 


25.— Calvin, already known by his Institutions, makes him- 
self more considerable by his Treatise on the Supper. 


This work of Calvin’s was printed in French in 1540, and 
afterwards translated into Latin by the author himself. He 
had already gained a great repute by his Institutions, which 
he published, for the first time, in 1524, and which after 
that he made frequent editions of, with considerable addi- 
tions, being extremely particular in pleasing himself, as he 
says in his prefaces. But men's eyes were more turned 
upon him, when they saw one, so little advanced in age, un- 
dertake to condemn the Chiefs of both parties of the Refor- 
mation, and the whole world was big with expectation of the 
novelty he was going to produce. 


26.—Calvin's doctrine about the Eucharist almosi forgotten 
by his followers. 


This is, indeed, one of the most memorable points of the new 


* Tract. de Coen, Dom. opusc. p. 1. 
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Reform, and deserves the more to be considered, the more 
it seems forgotten by the Calvinists now-a-days, although it 
makes one of the most essential parts of their confessionof faith. 


27.—Calvin is not content with receiving a sign in the Supper. 


If Calvin had only said, that the signs in the Eucharist are 
not empty, or that the union we there have with Jesus Christ 
is effective and real, and not imaginary, this would be 
nothing: we have seen that Zuinglius and (Ecolampadius, 
whom Calvin was not quite satisfied with, had said altogether 
as much as that in their writings. The graces we receive by 
the Eucharist, and the merits of Jesus Christ applied to us 
therein, suffice to make us understand, that, in this Saera- 
ment, the signs are not empty, and none ever hath denied 
but the fruit we gather from it is very real. 


28.—Not even an efficacious sign. 


The difficulty then lay, not in discovering to us how grace, 
united to the sacrament, became an efficacious sign, and full 
of virtue, but in shewing how the Body and Blood were 
effectually communicated to us in this Sacrament: for this 
was the thing peculiar to this Sacrament, and what all Chris- 
tians were accustomed to look for in it, by virtue of the words 
of the institution. 


29.— Nor the virtue and merit of Jesus Christ. 


To say that, together with the figure, the virtue and merit of 
Jesus Christ were in it received by faith, was what had been 
so fully said by Zuinglius and CEcolampadius, that Calvin 
could have found nothing wanting in their doctrine, had he 
not required something more than this. 


30.—Calvin’s doctrine partakes something of that of Bucer 
and the articles of Wittemberg. 


Bucer, whom he acknowledged, in some measure, for his 
master, by confessing, as he had done at the Wittemberg 
agreement, a Substantial Presence common to all communi- 
cants, worthy and unworthy, thereby established a Real Pre- 
sence independent of faith, and had endeavoured to come up 
to the idea of reality, with which the words of our Saviour 
naturally fill the mind. But Calvin thought he said too 
much* ; and although he approved of producing to the Lu- 


* Ep.ad Illust, Princ, Germ. p. 324, 
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therans the articles of Wittemberg, in order to shew that 
the quarrel relating to the Eucharist was concluded by them, 
yet he did not, in his heart, abide by this decision. Where- 
fore, he borrowed something from Bucer and this agreement, 
and modelling it after his own fashion, endeavoured to strike. 
out a new system peculiar to himself. 


31.— The state of the question resumed.— The sentiments of 
the Catholics on these words, ** This 1s my Body.” 


To understand the principle of it, it will be necessary to trace 
back in a few words the state of the question, and not fear 
repeating something of what has been already said on this 
subject. The matter in question was to know the sense of 
these words, ‘‘ This is my Body, this is my Blood." Catholics 
maintained, the design of our Saviour was thereby to give us 
his Body and Blood to eat, as, in the old law, the flesh of the 
victims, sacrificed for the people, was given to them. 

As this manducation was to the ancients a sign that the 
victim was theirs, and that they partook of the sacrifice ; 
so the Body and Blood of our Saviour, sacrificed for us, being 
given us to take by the mouth with the Sacrament, are to 
us a sign that they are ours, and that it was for us the Son of 
God made a sacrifice of them on the cross. 

To the end that this pledge of the love of Jesus Christ 
might be certain and efficacious, it was requisite we should 
not only have the merits, the spirit, and the virtue, but also 
the proper substance of the sacrificed victim, and that it 
should be as truly given us to eat, as the flesh of the victims 
had been given in the Jewish dispensation. 

Thus were these words understood, ** This is my Body 
given for you, this is my Blood shed for you*,” viz. This is as 
truly my Body, as it is true this Body was given for you ; 
and as truly my Blood, as it is true this Blood was shed for 
you. By the same reason, it was understood that the sub- 
stance of this flesh and blood was given to us nowhere but in 
the Eucharist, since Jesus Christ said nowhere else ‘* This is 
my Body, this is my Blood." 

Now, we receive Jesus Christ many ways through the whole 
course of our lives, by his grace, by his illuminations, by his 
Holy Spirit, by his Omnipotent virtue; but this singular 
manner of receiving him, in the proper and true substance of 
his Body and Blood, was peculiar to the Eucharist. 

Thus was the Eucharist looked upon as a new miracle, 


* Matt, xxvi, 26, 28; Luke xxii, 29; 1 Cor, xi, 24. 
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Which confirmed to us all the others which God hath wrought 
for our salvation. A human body, whole and entire, given 
in so many places, to so many people, under the species of 
bread, was enough to startle every mind, and we have already 
seen, that the Fathers made use of the most surprising effects 
of the Divine Omnipotence, to explain this by. 


32.—]What Faith does in this mystery.— The sentiment of 
Catholics concerning these words, ** Do this in remem- 
brance of me.” 


Little would have availed so great a miracle wrought in our 
behalf, had not God afforded us the means of reaping advan- 
tage from it, and this we could not hope for, but by faith. 

This mystery was, nevertheless, like all the rest, indepen- 
dent of faith. Believe or not believe it, Jesus Christ took 
flesh, Jesus Christ died, and offered himself a sacrifice for us; 
and by the same reason, whether we believe it or no, Jesus 
Christ does give us the substance of his Body to be eaten in 
the Eucharist; for it was requisite he should, by that, con- 
firin to usthat it was for us he took it, and for us he sacrificed 
it: the tokens of the divine love, in themselves, are inde- 
pendent of our faith; our faith is only requisite to receive 
the benefit of them. 

At the same time that we receive this precious earnest, cer- 
tifying to us that Jesus Christ sacrificed is wholly ours, we 
must apply our minds to this inestimable testimony of the 
divine love. And as the ancients, eating the sacrificed victim, 
were to eat it as sacrificed, and remember the oblation, which 
had been made to God, in sacrifice for them; those likewise 
who, at the holy table, receive the substance of the body and 
blood of the lamb immaculate, must receive it as sacrificed, 
and call to mind that the Son of God had made a sacrifice of 
it to his Father, for the salvation, not only of the whole world 
in general, but also of each one of the faithful in particular ; 
for which reason, when he said, “ ‘This is my body, this is 
my blood * ! he subjoined immediately after, “ 'Tlis do in 
remembrance of me;" that is, as the sequel makes appear, 
in remembrance of me sacrificed for you, and of that immense 
charity which made me lay down my life for your redemp- 
tion, conformably to the saying of St. Paul, “ ye shall shew 
the Lord's death until he comet .” 

We must therefore be very careful not to receive only the 
sacred body of our Saviour into our bodies: we must also 


* Luke xxii, 19; 1 Cor, xi, 24, 25. T 1 Cor. xi. 26. 
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unite ourselves to it in mind, and remember that he gives us 
his body, to the end that we may have a certain pledge that 
this sacred victim is wholly ours. But whilst we stir up this 
pious reflection in our minds, we ought to enter into the sen- 
timents of an affectionate acknowledgment to our Saviour; 
and this is the only means of perfectly enjoying this 
inestimable pledge of our salvation. 


33.—In what manner the possessing of Christ’s body ts 
spiritual and permanent. 


And although the actual reception of this body and bleod be 
not allowed us but in certain moments, namely, in commu- 
nion, our thankfulness is not confined to so short a time; 
and the having received this sacred pledge at certain mo- 
ments, is enough to perpetuate the spiritual enjoyment of so 
great a good through all the moments of our lives. For 
though the actual reception of the body and blood be but 
momentary, yet the right we have to receive it is perpetual ; 
like to that sacred right one has over another by the bond of 
marriage. Thus the mind and body unite themselves to enjoy 
their Saviour, and the adorable substance of his body and 
blood; but as the union of bodies is the foundation, that of 
minds is the perfection of so great a work. Whoever, there- 
fore, does not unite himself in mind to Jesus Christ, whose 
sacred body he receives, enjoys not as he ought so great a 
gift: like to those brutal and treacherous spouses who unite 
bodies without uniting hearts. 


34.— The body and mind must be united to Jesus Christ. 


Jesus Christ wishes to find in us that love with which he 
abounds at his approach. When he finds it not, the union of 
bodies is not less real; but, instead of being fruitful, it is 
odious and insulting to the Son of God. ‘Those who draw 
near to his body without this lively faith, are “ the crowd 
that press him ;" those that have this faith are the sick woman 
« that touches him *." All touch him, rigorously speaking ; 
but those who touch him without faith, press and importune 
him: those who, not content with touching him, look upon 
this touch of his flesh as an earnest of that virtue which 
goes out of him unto those who love him, touch him truly, 
because they touch alike his heart and body. 

This it is which makes the difference between those who 


* Mark v. 30, 31. Luke viii. 45, 46. 
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communicate, discerning, or not discerning, the body of the 
Lord ; receiving, with the body and blood, the grace which 
accompanies them naturally, or rendering themselves guilty 
of the sacrilegious attempt to profane them. By this 
means, Jesus Christ exercises on all that almightiness given 
to him in heaven and on earth, applying to himself, to some 
as a Saviour, to others as a rigorous Judge. 


35.— The precise state of the question laid down from the 
precedent doctrine. 


This is what was necessary to be re-considered concerning 
the mystery of the Eucharist, in order to understand what I 
have now to say ; and it is plain, the state of the question is, 
to know, on the one hand, whether the gift which Jesus Christ 
bestows upon us in the Eucharist of his body and blood be 
a mystery, like the rest, independent of faith in its substance, 
and only requiring faith to profit by it; or, whether the 
whole mystery consist in the union we have with Jesus Christ 
by faith alone, without anything else intervening on his part 
but spiritual promises, figured by the Sacrament, and an- 
nounced by the word. By the first of these sentiments, the 
real and substantial presence is established ; by the second, it 
is denied that Jesus Christ is no way united to us, except in 
figure in the Sacrament, and in spirit by faith. 


36.—Calvin seeks to reconcile Luther and Zuinglius. 


We have seen that Luther, whatever design he might have 
to reject the Substantial Presence, had from the words of our 
Saviour so strong an impression of it, that he never could 
give it up. We have seen that Zuinglius and CEcolampa- 
dius, disheartened at the impenetrable loftiness of a mystery 
so far raised above our senses, could never enter into it. 
Calvin, urged on the one side with the impression of reality, 
and on the other with the difficulties which thwart our senses, 
seeks a middle way, difficult enough to make agree in all its 
parts. 


37,—How strongly Calvin speaks of the reality. 


In the first place, he admits * that we really partake of the 
true body and blood of Jesus Christ; and this he expressed 
with such energy, that the Lutherans almost believed he sided 
with them: for he repeatsa hundred and a hundred times, 


* Instit, lib, iv, c, 17, n, 17; &c. Diluc. Expos, Adm, cont, Westp. int, opusc, &c, 
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that ** Truth must be given us, together with the signs, that 
under these signs we truly receive the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ; that the flesh of Jesus Christ is distributed in 
the Sacrament ; that 3t penetrates us; that we are partakers, 
not only of the spirit of Jesus Christ, but also of his flesh ; 
that we have the proper substance, and are made partakers 
ofit; that Jesus Christ unites himself to us whole and entire, 
and for that end unites himself to us in body and mind ; that 
we must not doubt but we receive his proper body ; and if 
there be one in the world that confesses this truth sincerely, 
he is the man." 


38.—One must be united to the body of Jesus Christ more 
than by virtue and thought. 


He not only acknowledges, in the Supper, ** The virtue of 
the body and blood, but will have the substance joined to 
it;" and declares *, when he speaks of the manner of 
receiving Jesus Christ in the Supper, lie means not to speak 
of the parts you there have: ** In his merits, in his virtue, 
in his efficacy, in the fruit of his death, in his power." 
Calvin rejeets all these ideas, and complains of the Lutherans, 
who, says he, veproaching him that he gave nothing to the 
faithful but a share in the merits of Jesus Christ, ** darken 
the communion which he requires we should have with him." 
He carries his thought so far, that he excludes even as insuffi- 
cient all the union that may be had with Jesus Christ, not 
only by the imagination, but also by the thought, or by the 
sole apprehension of the mind. ‘* We are (says he) united 
to Jesus Christ, not by fancy and imagination, or by thought, 
or the sole apprehension of the mind, but really, and in 
effect, by a true and substantial union." 


39.—A new effect of Faith, according to Calvin. 


Yet he still says we are united to him only by faith, which 
but little agrees with his other expressions; but the thing is, 
from a notion as odd as it is novel, he wil] not have that 
which is united to us by faith, be united to us barely by 
thought; as if faith were anything else than a thought or an 
act of our minds, divine indeed and supernatural, which the 
Heavenly Father alone can inspire, but still a thought. 


* Tr. de Coen. Domini, 1540, Int. opusc. Inst. iv. xvi. 18, &c, &c. Diluc, Exp. 
opusc. 846. Ibid. Brev, Admon. de Coen& Domini int. Ep. p. 594. 
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40.—Calvin requires the proper substance. 


There is no knowing what all these expressions of Calvin 
mean*, if they do not signify that the flesh of Jesus Christ is 
in us, not only by its virtue, but in itself, and by its proper 
substance; nor are these strong expressions only to be found 
in Calvin's books, but also in his Catechisms, and the con- 
fession of faith which he gave to his disciples, which shews 
how literally they are to be understood. 


41.—He will have us to receive the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ otherwise than the ancient Hebrews could do it. 


Zuinglius and CEcolampadius had often objected to Catholics 
and Lutherans that we received the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ as the ancient Hebrews received them in the desert ; 
whence it followed that we receive them not in substance, 
their substance not existing then, but in spirit only. But 
Calvin + cannot suffer this reasoning, and owning that our 
fathers received Jesus Christ in the desert, he maintains they 
did not receive him like us, since we now have “ the substance 
of his flesh, and our manducation is substantial, which that 
of the ancients could not be." 


42.—If we understand Calvin’s expressions naturally, we 
must believe thai the reception of the body and blood is 
independent of faith. 


Secondly, he teaches that this body once offered for us f, 
“Ts given £o us in the Supper to ascertain to us that we have 
part in his sacrifice," and in the reconciliation it brings with 
it; which, naturally speaking, is as much as to say, we must 
distinguish what is on God’s side from what is on ours, and 
that it is not our faith which renders Jesus Christ present to 
us in the Eucharist, but that Jesus Christ, otherwise present 
as a sacred pledge of divine love, serves as a support to our 
faith. For, as when we say, the Son of God made himself 
man to certify to us that he loved our nature, we own his 
incarnation as independent of our faith, and, withal, as means 
given us whereby to support it: in like manner, to teach that 
Jesus Christ gives us his body and blood in this mystery, to 
ascertain to us that we have part in the sacrifice he made of 
them, in truth is owning that the body and blood are given 


* Dim. 51, 52, 53. Conf. xxxvi. + 2. Def. cont. Westph. p. 779. 
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us, not because we believe, but to the end that our faith, 
being excited by so great a present, may rest more assured 
of the divine love, which by such an earnest we are made 
certain of. Hereby, then, it appears manifestly that the gift 
of the body and blood is independent of faith in the sacra- 
ment ; and Calvin’s doctrine leads us to this conclusion by 
another way. 


43.—According to Calvin’s expressions, the true body must 
be in the Sacrament. 


For he says in the third place*, and repeats it frequently’ 
that * the Holy Supper is composed of two things, or, that 
there are two things in this Sacrament, the material 
bread and the wine which we behold with our eyes, and 
Jesus Christ, wherewith our souls are nourished interiorly."' 
We have seen these words in the Wittemberg agreement. 
Luther and the Lutherans had taken them from a famous 
passage of St. Irenæus, wherein it is said that the ‘ Eucha- 
rist is composed of a celestial and a terrestrial thing ;” 
namely, as they explained it, as well of the substance of 
bread as that of the body. This explanation of theirs was 
disputed by the Catholics ; and, without entering here into 
this controversy against the Lutherans, if to them this expla- 
nation seemed contrary to Catholic transubstantiation, it 
manifestly overthrew the Zuinglian figure, and at least esta- 
blished Luther’s consubstantiation: for to say we have in 
the Sacrament, namely, in the sign itself, the thing terrestrial 
together with the celestial, that is, according to the Lutherans, 
sense, the material bread with the very body of Jesus Christ, 
is manifestly placing both substances together; but to say 
that the sacrament is composed of bread, which we see before 
our eyes, and of Jesus Christ, who is in the highest heavens, at 
the right hand of his Father, would be an expression completely 
extravagant. They must therefore say that both substances 
are indeed in the sacrament, and that the figure is there joined 
with the thing itself. 


44.— Another expression of Calvin's, that the body is under 
ihe sign of the bread, as the Holy Ghost under that of the 
dove. 


It is to this that expression tends which we find in Calvin, 
** that under the sign of the bread we take the body, and 


* Inst. lib. iv. c, 17. n. 11,14. Catech, Dim. 53. Sup. lib. n, 23, Lib. iv. c. 34. 
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under the sign of the wine we take the blood, distinctly one 
from the other, to the end we may enjoy Jesus Christ whole 
and entire.” And the thing here most remarkable is, that 
Calvin says* the body of ** Jesus Christ is under the bread, 
as the Holy Ghost is under the dove;" which necessarily im- 
ports a substantial presence, nobody doubting but the Holy 
Ghost was substantially present under the form of the dove, 
as, in a particular manner, God ever was when he appeared 
under some figure. 

The words he makes use of are precise: “ We do not pre- 
tend (says he) that a symbolical body is received ; asit was 
not a symbolical spirit which appeared in the baptism of our 
Lord: the Holy Ghost was then truly and substantially pre- 
sent; but he rendered himself present by a visible symbol, 
and was seen in the baptism of Jesus Christ, because he truly 
appeared under the symbol, and under the external form of 
the dove." 

If the body of Jesus Christ is as present to us under the 
bread as the Holy Ghost was present under the form of a 
dove, I know not what more can be desired for a real and 
substantial presence. And Calvin says all these things in a 
work, wherein he purposes to explain more clearly than ever 
how Jesus Christ 1s received, since he says them after having 
long disputed with the Lutherans on this subject in a book 
which bears this title, ** A clear Exposition of the manner 
how we partake of the body of our Lord." 


45.— Another expression of Calvin’s, which makes Jesus 
Christ present under the bread, as God was in the ark. 


In the same book he says T, ** Jesus Christ is present in the 
sacrament, as God was present in the ark, where (says he) he 
rendered himself truly present ; and not only in figure, but 
in his proper substance." Thus, when this mystery is very 
clearly and very plainly to be spoken of, expressions are 
naturally employed, which lead the mind to the Real Pre- 
sence. 


46.—Calvin says he only disputes the manner, but admits 
the thing as much as we. 


And it is for this reason, in the fourth place, that Calvin 
says here}, and everywhere else, that he disputes not of the 
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thing, but only of the manner. “I dispute not (says he) 
about the presence, nor the substantial mandueation, but 
about the manner both of the one and the other." He 
repeats, a hundred times over, that he agrees to the thing, 
and only questions which way it is aecomplished. All his 
disciples speak the same language, and even to this day our 
reformed are angry when we tell them the body of Jesus 
Christ, according to their faith, is not as substantially with 
them, as, according to ours, it is with us ; which shews that it 
is a dictate of the spirit of Christianity to make Jesus Christ 
as present in the Eucharist as possible, and that his words 
naturally guide us to what is most substantial. 


47 .— Calvin admits an inefable and miraculous presence of 
the body. 


Thence it comes, fifthly, that Calvin admits of a presence 
that is wholly miraculous aud divine*. He is not like the 
Swiss, who are angry when you speak to them of a miracle 
in the Supper: on the contrary, he is vexed when you tell 
him there is none. He is continually repeating that the 
mystery of the Eucharist surpasses the senses; that it is an 
incomprehensible work of the divine power; a secret impe- 
netrable to the mind of man; that words are wanting to 
express his thoughts; and his thoughts, though greatly 
transcending his expressions, fall far beneath the summit of this 
unutterable mystery : **insomuch (says he) that he rather ex- 
;eriences what this union is, than understands it : which shews 
tte feels, or thinks he feels, the effects, but the cause is above 
his reach. Accordingly, he inserts in the Confession of Faith+, 
* that this mystery, by its loftiness, surpasses the measure of 
our senses, and the whole order of nature ; and, forasmuch 
asit is celestial, cannot be apprehended, that is, compre- 
hended, but by faith.” And labouring to explain, in the 
Catechismf, how it is possible that **Jesus Christ should 
make us partakers of his proper substance, considering that 
his body is in heaven, and we on earth, he answers, ** This 
is done by the incomprehensible virtue of his spirit, which, 
indeed, conjoins things separated by distance of place." 


48.—A reflection on these words of Calvin. 


A philosopher would easily comprehend that the divine 
power is not confined within the limits of place: the meanest 
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capacities understand how they may be united in spirit and in 
thought, to what is most distant from them ; and Calvin, lead- 
ing us by his expressions to a more miraculous union, either 
speaks without meaning, or excludes the union by faith 
alone. 


49.—Calvin admits a Presence which is proper and pecu- 
liar to the Supper. 


Accordingly, we see, sixthly, that he admits* a participa- 
tion in the Eucharist which is neither in baptism nor preach- 
ing, since he says in the Catechism, ** That, although Jesus 
Christ be therein truly communicated to us, nevertheless, it 
is but in part, and not fully ;' which shews that he is other- 
wise given to us in the Supper than by faith, since faith, 
being as lively and perfect in baptism and preaching, he 
would be as fully given to us then as in the Eucharist. 


50.—The sequel of Calvin’s expressions. 


What he adds, in order to explain this fulness, is yet stronger, 
for there it is he says what has been already cited, that 
** Jesus Christ gives us his body and blood, to ascertain to us 
that we receive the fruit thereof" Here then is that fulness 
which we receive in the Eucharist, and not in baptism or 
preaching : whence it follows, that faith alone does not give 
us the body and blood of our Saviour; but that this body 
and blood being given to us after a special manner in the 
Encharist, ascertain to us, to wit, give us a certain faith, that 
we have part in the sacrifice which was made of them. 


51.—The Communion of the unworthy, how real, according 
to Calvin. 


Lastly, what Calvin lets fall, speaking even of the unworthy, 
makes appear how far a miraculous presence, independent of 
faith, is to be believed in this Sacrament : for, although what 
he most inculcates is, that the unworthy not having faith, 
Jesus Christ is ready to come to them, but does not come in 
effect, the force of trnth, nevertheless, obliges him to say, 
that ** He is truly offered and given to all those who are 
seated at the holy table, although he be not received with 
fruit, but by the faithful only,” which is the very way of 
speaking that we employ. 

In order then to understand the truth of the mystery which 
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Jesus Christ works in the Eucharist, it must be believed 
that his proper body is therein truly offered and given, even 
to the unworthy, and is also received, although not received 
with fruit: which cannot be true, if it be not also true, that 
what is given us in this Sacrament is the proper body of the. 
Son of God, independently of faith. 


52.—Continuation of Calvin’s expressions concerning the 
Communion of the unworthy. 


Calvin confirms this again in another place, where he writes 
thus *: ** In this consists the integrity of the Sacrament, 
which the whole world cannot violate, to wit, that the flesh 
and blood of Jesus Christ are as truly given to the unworthy 
as to the faithful and elect." Whence it follows, that what 
is given them is the flesh and blood of the Son of God inde- 
pendently of faith, since it is certain, according to Calvin, 
that they have not faith, or at least do not exercise it in this 
state. 

Thus have Catholics reason to say, that what makes the 
sacred gift, which we receive in the Eucharist, be the body 
aud blood of Jesus Christ, is not the faith we have in his 
word, but the word alone by its all-powerful energy: inso- 
much that faith adds nothing to the truth of the body and 
blood, but only makes them profitable to us; and nothing is 
more true than this saying of St. Augustine f, that the Eu- 
charist is not less ** the body of our Lord to Judas, than to 
the rest of the Apostles.” 


53.—4 comparison of Calvin, which upholds the truth of ~ 
the Body’s being received by the unworthy. 


The comparison which Calvin makes use of in the same place 
still more strengthens the reality: for, after having said of 
the body and blood, what we have just seen, ** That they are 
not less given to the unworthy than to the worthy,” he adds, 
this happens alike as with rain, “ which, falling on a rock, 
runs off without penetrating: in like manner (says he) the 
impious repel the grace of God, and hinder its penetrating 
into them f." Observe, he here speaks of the body and blood, 
which, by consequence, must be given to the unworthy, as 
really as rain falls upon a rock. As to the substance of the 
rain, it falls no less on rocks and barren places, than on those 
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Where it fructifies; and so, according to this comparison, 
Jesus Christ must be no less substantially present to the 
obdurate than to the faithful who receive his Sacrament, 
though only in these it fructifies. The same Calvin * tells us 
again with St. Augustine, that the unworthy who partake of 
his Sacrament, are those troublesome people who press him 
in the Gospel, and the faithful, who receive him worthily, 
are that pious woman which touches him. If we consider the 
body only, all touch him alike: but there is reason to say, 
those who touch him with faith alone touch him truly, 
because they only touch him fruitfully. Can one speak in this 
manner, without owning Jesus Clirist is most really present 
both to the one and the other, and that these words, ** this 
is my body,” have always infallibly the effect expressed by 
them ? 


54.—Calvin speaks inconsequently. 


lam well aware that when Calvin speaks thus strongly of 
the body being given to the impious as truly as to saints t, 
he, nevertheless, distinguishes betwixt giving and receiving ; 
and that, in the same place, where he says, the flesh of Jesus 
Christ ** is as truly given to the unworthy as to the elect," 
he hath also said that it is not received, except by the elect 
alone ; but this is an abuse of words. For, if he means that 
Jesus Christ is not received by the unworthy in the same 
sense-that St. John has said in the Gospel, ** He came unto 
his own, and his.own received him not 1," that is, believed not 
in him, he is in the right. But as those who received not 
Jesus Christ after this manner, did not hinder, by their 
infidelity, his coming as truly to them as to the rest ; nor did 
they hinder ** the word made flesh to dwell among us$," from 
being truly received, with regard to his personal presence, 
in the midst of the world, nay, even in the midst of the 
world that knew him not and crucified him: in like manner 
must it be said, to speak consequently, that these words, 
*C this is my body," render him not less present to the un- 
worthy, who are guilty of his body and blood, than to the 
worthy who approach them with faith ; and barely with re- 
spect to the corporeal presence, heis equally received by both. 


* Diluc. Exp. opusc. p. 848. t Inst. lib. iv. c. 17, n. 33. 
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55.—Calvin explains, as we do, these words, The flesh profiteth 
nothing. 

I shall here observe one word of Calvin’s, which vindicates us 
from a reproach he and his followers are continually laying at 
our door. How often do they object to us these words, ** The 
flesh profiteth nothing "? and yet Calvin explains them thus *, 
** The flesh profiteth nothing, of itself alone, but it profiteth 
together with the Spirit." This is exactly what we say, and 
what ought to be concluded from these words: not that Jesns 
Christ does not give us the proper substance of his flesh 
independently of our faith, for he has given it, even according 
to Calvin, to the unworthy; but, that it profiteth nothing 
to receive his flesh, if it be not received together with his 
spirit. Andif his spirit be not always received together with 
his flesh, this is not because it is not always there, for Jesus 
Christ comes to us full of spirit and grace; but because, in 
order to receive that spirit which he brings, ours must be 
opened by a lively faith. 


56.—An expression of Calvin's, that the unworthy, according 
to us, receive only the carcass of Jesus Christ. 


It is not, therefore, a body without a soul, or, as Calvin 
speaks, a ** carcass,” which we make the unworthy receive, 
when they receive the sacred flesh of Jesus Christ without pro- 
fiting ; no more than it is a carcass and a body without soul 
and spirit, which Jesus Christ gives them, even im the senti- 
ments of Calvin himself. It is but a vain exaggeration to 
call that body a carcass, which is known to be animated ; for 
Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, dies now no more; he hath 
lifein him, and not only that life which makes the body live, 
but that life also which enlivens the soul. Jesus Christ, 
wherever he comes, carries with him life and grace. He 
brought with, and in him, his whole virtue with respect to 
the crowd, that thronged about him; but **this virtue went 
not forth,” but in behalf of that woman who touched him 
with faith. So, when Jesus Christ gives himself to the un- 
worthy, he comes to them with the same virtue and spirit 
which he sheds on the faithful; but this virtue and spirit act 
only on those who believe ; and, on all these points, Calvin 
must speak the same things we do, to speak consequently. 


* Diluc. Exp. opusc. p. 859. 
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57.—Calvin weakens his own expressions. 


But, it is very true, he does not speak them. True, that, 
although he says we are partakers of the proper substance 
of the body and blood of Jesus Christ, he will have this sub- 
stance only united to us by faith; and after all, in spite of 
these great words of Proper Substance, his design is, to own 
nothing else in the Eucharist but a presence of virtue. 

It is true, likewise, that after he had said *, we are par- 
takers of the ** proper substance" of Jesus Christ, he refuses 
to say, “he is really and substantially present;" as if the 
participation were not of like nature with the presence, and 
the proper substance of a thing could ever be received when 
it is present only by its virtue. 


58.—He eludes ihe miracle which he owns in the Supper. 


By the same artifice he shifts off that great miracle which he 
himself is sensible he is obliged to own in the Eucharist; it 
is, said he, an incomprehensible secret, a miracle surpassing 
all sense and understanding of man. And what is this secret, 
this miracle? Calvin thinks he has expressed it in these 
words t: **Is it reason which teaches us, that the soul, im- 
mortal and spiritual by its creation, is enlivened by the flesh 
of Jesus Christ, and that so powerful a virtue flows from 
Heaven on the earth ?" But he deludes us and himself too. 
The singular miracle which the holy Fathers, and, after them, 
all Christians ever believed in the Eucharist, does not regard 
that virtue precisely which the flesh of Jesus Christ derives 
from the incarnation. The miracle consists in the verifying 
of these words, “ this is my body,” when nothing but mere 
bread appears to the eye, and in the giving the same body, 
at the same time, to so many different persons. It was in 
order to explain these incomprehensible wonders, that the 
Fathers alleged all the other miracles of the divine power, 
the changing of water into wine, and all the other changes, 
even that great change which of nothing made all things. 
But Calvin’s miracle is not of this nature, not even a miracle 
that is peculiar to the sacrament of the Eucharist, nor a 
sequel from these words, **thisis my body." It is a miracle 
which is wrought in the Eucharist and out of the Eucharist, 
and which, to speak the truth, is what essentially flows from 
the very mystery of the incarnation. 
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59.—Calvin is sensible of the insufficiency of his Doctrine to 
explain the miracle of the Eucharist. 


Calvin himself was aware that some other miracle was to be 
sought in the Eucharist. He has expressed as much in 
several places of his works, but particularly in the Cate- 
chism *: ** How comes it to pass (says he) that Jesus Christ 
makes us partakers of the proper substance of his body, con- 
sidering his body is in Heaven, and we on earth." In this 
consists the miracle of the Eucharist. What does Calvin 
answer to this, and what do all Calvinists answer with him ? 
* That the incomprehensible virtue of the Holy Ghost, 
indeed, conjoins things separated by distance of place.” 
Does he mean to speak like a Catholic, and say, the Holy. 
Ghost can everywhere render present what he has a mind to 
give in substance? I understand him, and acknowledge the 
true miracle of the Eucharist. Would he say that things 
separated, and remaining separated as far as Heaven is from 
earth, are, nevertheless, united, substance tosubstance? This 
is no miracle of the Almighty, but a chimerical and contra- 
dictory proposition, which nobody can understand. 


60. — The Calvinists did not so much admit a miracle in the 
Eucharist, as they were sensible one ought to be admitted. 


But in reality, to speak the truth, neither Calvin nor the 
Calvinists do admit of any miracle in the Eucharist. A 
presence by faith, and a presence by virtue, 1s not miracu- 
lous; the sun has as much virtue, and produces as great 
effects, at as great a distance. If, therefore, Jesus Christ be 
only present in virtue, there can be no miracle in the Eu- 
charist; for which reason the Swiss, men naturally sincere, 
who have no other use for words than to speak just as they 
think, would never hear it mentioned. Calvin, in this more 
penetrating, very well saw with all the Fathers and all the 
faithful, that, in these words, ** this is my body,” there was as 
clear a mark of omnipotence, as in these, “let there be 
light.” To answer this idea, it was necessary, at least, to 
sound high the name of a miracle ; but, in the main, nobody 
was less disposed than Calvin to believe one in the Eucharist ; 
otherwise, why does he continually upbraid us that we con- 
found the laws of nature, that a body cannot be in several 
places, nor be given us whole and entre under the form of 
a morsel of bread? Is not this reasoning derived from phi- 
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losophy ? Undoubtedly ; and, nevertheless, Calvin, who all 
along employs it, declares in many places *, **that he will 
not make use of natural, nor philosophical reasons, of which 
he makes no account,” but of Scripture only. And why? 
because, on one hand, he cannot divest himself of them, nor 
so far raise himself above man as to despise them; and, on 
the other hand, he is very sensible that receiving them in 
matters of religion, is not only destroying the mystery of the 
Eucharist, but all the mysteries of Christianity at once. 


61.— The perplexities and contradictions of Calvin in the 
defence of the figurative sense. 


The same confusion appears when these words, “This is my 
Body,” are to be explained. All his books, all his sermons, 
all his discourses, are full of the figurative interpretation, 
and the figure metonymy, which puts the sign for the thing. 
This is the way of speaking, which he calls “ sacramental,” 
which he will have the Apostles beforehand well accustomed 
to, when Jesus Christ instituted the Supper. The Rock was 
Christ, the Lamb is the Passover, Circumcision is the Cove- 
nant, “ This is my Body,” according to him, are all the same 
ways of speaking ; and this is what you find in every page. 
Whether or no he were fully satistied with this, the follow- 
ing passage will make appear T. It is taken out of a book 
entitled, “ A clear Explanation,” already by me quoted, and 
which was written against Heshusius, a Lutheran minister. 
** Behold (says Calvin) how this hog makes us speak. In this 
phrase, This zs my Body, there is a figure like to this;” 
Circumcision is the Covenant, the Rock was Christ, the Lamb 
is the Passover. “ ‘The Forger imagined he was prattling 
at table, and spending his wit among his guests. Never will 
such fooleries be found in our writings; but, in plain words, 
this is what we say, viz. when we talk of Sacraments, a 
certain and particular way of speaking, usual in Scripture, 
must be followed. Thus, without escaping under the covert 
of a figure, we think it enough to say, what would be clear 
to the whole world, did not these beasts obscure even the 
sun himself, that the figure metonymy must here be owned, 
whereby the name of the thing is given to the sign." 


62.—What it was that puzzled him. 


Had Heshusius fallen into such a contradiction, Calvin would 
certainly have told him in plain terms he was drunk; but 
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Calvin was sober, I must own, and when he confounds him- 
self, it is because he does not find in liis own expositions what 
can please him. He disowns here what he says through every 
page; he rejects that figure with contempt which he is forced 
to betake himself to again the same moment; in a word, he 
can stand to nothing he says, and is ashamed of his own 
doctrine. 


63.—He saw further into the difficulty than the rest of the 
Sacramentarians.— How he endeavoured to clear it. 


It must be owned, nevertheless, that he was more exact than 
the rest of the Sacramentarians, and besides the superiority 
of his wit, the dispute which had been so long on foot, had 
given him leisure more fully to digest this matter. For he 
does not stand so much upon allegories and parables,—I am 
the door, I am the vine,—nor on other expressions of the 
like nature, which always carry their own expositions with 
them so clear and manifest, that a child even could not be 
mistaken*. And besides, if because Jesus Christ made use 
of allegories and parables, every thing was to be understood 
in that sense; he plainly saw that would be nothing but 
filling the whole gospel with confusion. f 

To remedy this, Calvint bethought himself of these forms 
of expression which he calls ** sacramental,” wherein the sign 
is put for the thing ; and, by admitting them in the Eucharist, 
which, beyond doubt, is a sacrament, he believes he has 
found a certain means of establishing in it a figure, without 
bringing the same into a precedent for other matters. 


64.— The examples which he drew from Scripture.— That of 
Circumcision, which confutes instead of serving him. 


He also brought more apposite examples from scripture 
than any of the Protestant writers before him. The chief 
difficulty lay in finding out a sign of institution, wherein, at 
the institution itself, the name of the thing is immediately 
given to the sign without preparing the mind for it, and this. 
with the proper word by which this sign is instituted. The 
question was, whether any such example could be found in 
scripture. Catholics maintained there could not ; and Calvin 
thought to convince them by this text of Genesis, in which 
Almighty God, speaking of circumcision which he instituted, 
named it the Covenant :—'* My covenant,” says he, “ shall 


* Admon, ult. ad Westph. opusc. p. 812. 
1 2 Def. opusc. p. 781, etcs; pp. 812, 813, 618, etc. | 


1x. | THE VARIATIONS, ETC. 381. 


be in your flesh*." But he was plainly mistaken, since Al- 
mighty God, before he had said, ‘“ my Covenant shall be in 
your flesh," had said already, ‘it shall bea sign of the cove- 
nant." The sign was therefore instituted before the name 
of the thing was given to it, and the mind, by this exordium, 
prepared to the understanding of what ensued : from whence 
it follows, that our Saviour should have prepared the minds 
of the apostles, in order to take the sign for the thing, had 
he designed to have given this sense to these words, —:* This 
is my Body—this is my Blood ;" but having not done this, 
it is to be believed he intended to leave the words in their 
natural and obvious sense. Calvinowns as much himself, since, 
by saying that the apostles ought already to have been 
accustomed to these sacramental ways of speaking, he owns 
it would have been incongruous to employ such, had they 
not been accustomed to them. As it then manifestly appears 
they could not be accustomed to give the name of a thing to 
the sign of institution, without being forewarned, and there 
being no example of this nature in the Old or New Testa- 
ment, from Calvin’s own principles, it must be concluded 
against Calvin, that Jesus Christ ought not to have spoken 
in this sense, and had he done it, his apostles would not have 
understood him. 


65.—Another example which makes nothing to the question, 
viz. that the Church is also called the Body of Jesus 
Christ. 


And, indeed, the truth is, although he placed his chief 
strength in these ways of speaking, by him called sacramental, 
and in all intricacies, ever guided himself by this clue, he is 
so little satisfied therewith, that he says in other places, that 
the scriptures naming the Church the Body of our Lord, is 
the chief support of his doctrine. To make this his chief 
defence, shows him, indeed, conscious of his weakness. Is 
the Church the sign of our Lord's body, as Calvin makes the 
bread to bet ? By no means; she is his body, as he is her 
head, by that so common a way of speaking, by which a 
whole nation, and the prince who governs them, are repre- 
sented as a kind of natural body, which hath its head and 
members. What ean then be the reason, that after Calvin 
had laid his main stress on these sacramental ways of speak- 
ing, he depends still more on a manner of speaking, which is 
absolutely of another kind : unless it be, that to support a 
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figure of which he stands in need, he calls to his assistance 
all the figurative ways of speech, of what nature soever they 
be, what little coherence soever they may have ? 


66.—Calvin makes new efforts to preserve the idea of the 
Reality. 


The rest of his doctrine gives him no less pain, and the 
violent expressions he makes use of plainly discover it. We 
have seen how he will have the flesh of Jesus Christ to pene- 
trate us by its substance. I have taken notice that, notwith- 
standing all these great words, he means no more by them, 
than that it penetrates us by its virtue; but this manner of 
speaking appearing weak to him, in order to mix the sub- 
stance therewith, he makes us receive in the Eucharist*, as it 
were, “an extract of the Flesh of Jesus Christ, upon con- 
dition, however, that it remain in Heaven, and from its 
substance life flow down upon us;" as if we received the 
quintessence and the choicest part of his flesh, the rest 
abiding in Heaven. I will not say he believed it so; but 
only, that the grounds of doctrine not beiug able to supply 
him wherewith to answer the idea of reality he was so full 
of, he supplied this defect by far-fetched, unheard-of, and 
extravagant expressions. 


67.—He cannot answer the idea of Reality, which our 
Saviour's institution impresses on the mind. 


That I may not here dissemble any part of Calvin’s doctrine, 
concerning the communication which we have with Jesus 
Christ, I am obliged to say, he seems in some places to make 
Jesus Christ as present in Baptism as in the Supper ; for, in 
general, he distinguishes three things in the sacrament besides 
the sigirt—*' the signification, which consists in the promises; 
the matter or the substance, which is Jesus Christ, with his 
death and resurrection ; and the effect, namely, sanctification, 
life eternal, and all the graces which Jesus Christ brings to 
us." Calvin acknowledges all these things, as well inthe Sacra- 
ment of Baptism, as in that of the Supper ; and he teaches 
of Baptism in particular, that ** the Blood of Jesus Christ 
is not less present to wash souls, than the water to wash 
bodies; and, according to St. Paul, we are indeed there 
clothed with Jesus Christ, and our clothing does not less 
encompass, than our nourishment penetrates us.” Hereby, 
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then, he openly declares that Jesus Christ is as present in 
Baptism, as in the Supper ; and the consequence from his 
doctrine, I own, naturally leads him to it; for, after all, he 
neither admits of any other presence in the Supper than by 
faith, nor of any faith in the Supper but what is in Baptism ; 
consequently, I am far from pretending he admits in it any 
other presence in effect. What I pretend to show is, the 
perplexity he is cast into by these words, ** ‘This is my Body.” 
For either he must confound all mysteries, or he must be 
able to give a reason why Jesus Christ spoke nowhere else 
but in the Supper with this energy. If lis body and blood 
be as present, and as really received everywhere else, there 
was no reason to choose these emphatic words for the Eu- 
charist rather than for baptism ; and the eternal wisdom 
would have spoken in vain. This very thing will be the 
everlasting and inevitable confusion of those who defend the 
figurative sense. On one side, the necessity of allowing 
something particular to the Eucharist with respect to the 
presence of the Body ; and on the other, the impossibility of 
doing this, according to their principles, will always involve 
them in perplexities from which they can never disengage 
themselves; and to extricate himself was what made Calvin 
use so many strong expressions relating to the Eucharist, 
which he never durst apply to baptism, though there was 
the same reason for doing it, according to his principles. 


68.—The Calvinists in the main have abandoned Calvin.— 
How he is explained tn the book called the Preservative. 


His expressions are so violent, and the turns he here gives to 
his doctrine are so strained, that his disciples have been 
forced to abaudon him in the main, nor can 1 but observe in 
this place a notorious variation in the Calvinian doctrine ; 
inasmuch as the Calvinists now-a-days, under pretext of in- 
terpreting Calvin's words, reduce them to nothing at all. 
To receive the ** proper substance of Jesus Christ” is, accord- 
ing to them*, nothing else but receiving him “ by his virtue, 
by his efficacy, by his merit,” the very things which Calvin 
had rejected as insufficient. All that we can hope from these 
great words, ** the proper substance" of Jesus Christ re- 
ceived in the Supper, is only thisy, viz. that what we there > 
receive, is not the substance of another: but, as for his sub- 
stance it is no more received, than the substance of the sun is 
received by the eye when enlightened by its rays: the mean- 
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ing of which is, that they are indeed quite strangers now to 
that proper substance so much inculcated by Calvin. If they 
defend it, it is only from a point of honour, and lest they 
should seem too openly to recant ; and if Calvin, who abetted 
it with so much force in his books, had not also inserted it in 
the Catechisms and Confession of Faith, it would have long 
since been quite abandoned. 


69.—A sequel of the explanations given to Calvin’s words. 


The same may be said of those words of Calvin and of the 
Catechism, viz. that Jesus Christ is received fully in the Eu- 
charist, but in preaching and baptism ‘in part only*." 
This, naturally understood, implies, that the Eucharist hath 
something particular in it, which baptism and preaching have 
not: no such thing; it means now no more, than three are 
more than two; that, after having received grace by baptism 
and instruction by the word, when to all this God adds the 
Eucharist, grace increases, and is strengthened, and we pos- 
sess Jesus Christ more perfectly. "Thus, all the perfection of 
the Eucharist is its coming in the last place; and although, 
in instituting it, Jesus Christ made use of such particular 
terms, it hath nothing particular notwithstanding, nothing 
more than baptism, unless, perhaps, a new sign ; and Calvin's 
talking so big of the proper substance- was all to no manner 
of purpose. 

By this means, the explanations now given to Calvin's 
words, and to those of the Catechism and Confession of Faith, 
under the pretext of interpretation, are a real variation in 
doctrine, and a proof that the illusions, by which Calvin 
endeavoured to blind mankind, in order to keep up a notion 
of reality, could not long subsist. 


70.— Whether there be nothing in these passages of Calvin, 
but bare defects of expression. 


To cover this manifestly weak side of the sect, it 1s true, the 
Calvinists answer‘, that from these expressions we reproach 
them with, at most nothing can be concluded but that, per- 
chance, the terms employed by them in explaining their doc- 
trine at the beginning might not be quite so proper. But to 
answer in this manner, is affecting that they did not see the 
difficulty. What ought to be concluded from these expres- 
sions of Calvin and the Calvinists is, that the words of our 
Saviour had, at first, do what they would, made such an im- 
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pression of reality on their minds, as they never could come 
up to by words, and which, afterwards, forced them upon 
expressions, which, having no sense in their belief, give testi- 
mony to ours; which is not only imposing on themselves by 
an erroneous way of speaking, but confessing an error in the 
thing itself, and, even in their confession of faith, bearing the 
stamp of their own conviction. 


71.—Calvin said more than he meant. . 


For instance, when he is forced to say, on one side, that 
the proper substance of the body and blood of our Lord is 
received ; and on the other, that they are only received by 
their virtue, as the sun is received by its rays, this is con- 
_ founding himself and uttering contradictions. 

Then again, when he is forced to say on one side, that the 
proper substance of the body and blood of Jesus Christ is as 
much received, in the Calvinian supper as in that of the Ca- 
tholics, and that there is no difference but in the manner; 
and on the other side, that the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ are as far distant from the faithful as Heaven is from 
earth, and that a Real and Substantial Presence is, after all, 
one and the same thing with an absence, at so prodigious a 
distance; this is a prodigy unheard of in human language, 
and such expressions only serve to make us see they would 
feign have it in their power to say, what, according to their 
own principles, they cannot say in reason. 


72.—]Vhy Heretics are obliged to imitate the language of 
the Church. 


And, that I may shew once for all, not to come back to it 
again, the consequence of these expressions of Calvin and the 
first Calvinists; let us reflect, that never as yet could any 
heretics be found, that did not affect to speak like the 
Church. The Arians and Socinians say, as well as we, that 
Jesus Christ is God, but improperly, aud by representation, 
because he acts in the name of God, and by God’s authority. 
The Nestorians make no difficulty of saying, that the Son of 
God and the Son of Mary are but the same person; but just 
as an ambassador is the same person with the Prince he re- 
presents. Shall we say that they hold the same principles as 
the Catholic Church, and only differ in the way of expressing 
their thoughts? On the contrary, it will be said, they speak 
like her without thinking like her, because falsehood is forced 
at least to mimic truth. With relation to proper substance 
VOL. I. 2c 
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and such like expressions in the works of Calvin and the 
Calvinists, the case is just the same. 


73.— The triumph of Truth. 


Here we may observe the conspicuous triumph of Catholic 
verity, inasmuch as the literal sense of the words of Jesus 
Christ, which we defend, after forcing Luther to maintain it, 
however contrary to his inclinations, as hath been seen, hath 
also forced Calvin, who denies it, to confess nevertheless so 
many things, which make for, and establish it in an invincible 
manner. 


74.—. passage in Calvin for a Real Presence, independent 
of Faith. 


Before I quit this subject, ] must observe one passage in Cal- 
vin*, which affording great room for speculation, I question 
whether I shall be able to dive to the bottom of it. It con- 
cerns the Lutherans, who, without destroying the bread, in- 
close the body in it. ** If (says he), what they pretend, be 
only this, that, whilst the bread is presented in the mystery,the 
body is also presented at the same time, because truth is inse- 
parable from its sign, this is what I shall not much oppose." 

Here is, then, a thing which he neither altogether approves 
nor disapproves. It is a middle opinion, betwixt his own 
and that of the generality of the Lutherans: an opinion esta- 
blishing the body inseparable from thesign; by consequence, 
independently of faith, since it 1s certain, that, without it, 
the sign may be- received: and what is this else, but the 
opinion, which I have attributed to Bucer and Melancthon, 
whereby they admit a Real Presence, even in the communion 
of the unworthy, and without the assistance of faith; requir- 
ing this Presence to accompany the sign as to time, but not 
to be confined to, or contained in it, as to place? This is 
what Calvin will not much oppose ; that is, he does not much 
disapprove of a Real Presence inseparable from the sacra- 
ment, and independent of faith. 


75.—Ceremónies rejected by Calvin. 


I have endeavoured to make known the doctrine of this second 
Patriarch of the new Reformation, and persuade myself I 
have discovered what it was that gave him so much authority 
in that party. It appeared he had new ideas about imputed 
justice, which was the ground-work of the Reformation, and 
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about the Eucharist which had divided them for so long a 
time; but there was still a third point, which greatly en- 
hanced his credit among those who valued themselves for 
men of wit. It was his boldness in rejecting ceremonies much 
beyond whatever the Lutherans had done*, for they had 
made it a law to themselves, to retain those which were not 
manifestly contrary to their new tenets. But on this head 
Calvin was inexorable. He condemned Melancthon, who, * 
in his opinion, thought ceremonies of too little a concern ; 
and if the worship, introduced by him, appeared to some too 
naked, even this had a new charm for the men of taste and 
spirit, who thought thereby to raise themselves above their 
senses, and soar beyond the vulgar. And because the A pos- 
tles had written little on ceremonies, which they were satis- 
fied with establishing by practice, or often left to the disposal 
of each Church, the Calvinists boasted, above all the Re- 
formers, that they adhered with greatest purity to the letter 
of Scripture, which in England and Scotland gave them the 
name of Puritans. 


76.—HWhat opinion the other Protestants had of the Cal- 
vinists. 


By this means Calvin refined upon, and outstripped the first 
authors of the new Reformation. The party which bore his 
name was hated extremely by all the other Protestants, 
who looked upon them as the most haughty, restless, and 
seditious of any that had appeared as yet. ‘There is no need 
of alleging what has, in several places, been written of them 
by James I., King of England and Scotland. He makes, 
nevertheless, an exception in favour of Puritans of other 
countries, thinking it enough to publish, from his own expe- 
rience, that he knew none more dangerous, or greater ene- 
mies to the regal power, than those he had met with in his 
own kingdoms. Calvin made much progress in France; and 
this great kingdom, by the attempts of his followers, saw 
itself on the very brink of ruin: so that he was in France 
much like what Luther was in Germany ; and Wittemberg, 
which gave the new Gospel its first birth, was rivalled by 
Geneva, where ruled this head of the second party of the 
new Reformation. 


* Ep. ad Mel. p. 120, etc. 
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77.—Calvin’s pride. 


How much smitten he was with this glory we shall perceive 
by a few words he wrote to Melancthon*. ‘I own myself 
(says he) much your inferior ; yet am nowise ignorant to what 
a degree God has raised me on this theatre, nor can our 
friendship be violated without injuring the Church." To see 
himself, as it were, exposed upon a grand theatre, and the 
eyes of all Europe turned upon him ; to see himself advanced 
to the foremost rank by his eloquence ; to be conscious of the 
name he lad acquired, and an authority revered by such a 
party, made Calvin no longer able to contain himself; to him 
this was too alluring a charm, and it is the same charm that 
has made all heresiarchs. 


78.—His boasting. 


It was from a sense of this secret pleasure that, in his answer 
to Balduinus +, his great adversary, he thus expressed him- 
self: ** He tells me, with reproach, that I have no children, 
and that God has snatched away the son he had bestowed 
upon me. Ought I to be thus reproached? I, who have 
so many thousands of children throughout all Christendom !" 
To which he adds, ** To all France is known my irreproach- 
able faith, my integrity, my patience, my watchfulness, my 
moderation, and my assiduous labours for the service of the 
Church ; things that, from my early youth, stand proved 
by so many illustrious tokens. With the support of such a 
conscience, to be able to hold my station to the very end of 
life, is enough for me." 


79.— The difference between Luther and Calvin. 


He had so much extolled the holy ostentation and magna- 
nimity of Luther, that he was not easy till he had followed 
the example; although, to avoid the ridicule which Luther 
fell into, he particularly set up for the character of modesty, 
as one who had a mind to have it in his power to brag, that 
** he was without pride, and feared nothing so much as boast- 
ing t:” so that the difference betwixt Luther and Calvin's 
ostentation is, that Luther, who was hurried away by the im- 
petuosity of his temper, ever thoughtless of moderation or 
restraint, praised himself as it were in transport: but the 
self-commendations Calvin fell into, in spite of all the laws 


* Ep. Calv. p. 195. + Resp. ad Bald. int. opusc. Calv. p. 370. 
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of modesty which he had set to himself, burst from the centre 
of his heart, and violently broke through all barriers. How 
pleasing was he in his own eyes, when he commends so much* 
** His own frugality, his incessant labours, his constancy in 
dangers, his watchfulness to comply with his charge, his in- 
defatigable application to extend the kingdom of Christ 
Jesus, his integrity in defending the doctrine of piety, and 
the serious occupation of his whole life in the meditation of 
heavenly things.” Nothing Luther ever said came up to 
this, nor did the sallies of unbridled passion ever make him 
say so much as Calvin utters of himself in cold blood. 


80.— How Calvin boasted of his eloquence. 


Nothing delighted him more than the glory of writing well ; 
and Westphalus, a Lutheran, having called him a declaimer, 
** Do what he will (says he) nobody will ever give him credit, 
and the whole world is fully satisfied how well I know to 
press an argument, how distinct is that conciseness with which 
I writey.”’ 

This is giving to himself, in three words, the whole glory 
that the art of eloquence can bestow on man. Here is, at 
least, a commendation which Luther never arrogated to him- 
self; for though he was one of the sprightliest orators of his 
age, so far from making it appear that he valued himself for 
eloquence, he took a pleasure in saying he was a poor monk, 
bred up in schools and obscurity, unacquainted with the art 
of speaking. But Calvin, wounded in this tender part, flies 
out, and, at the expense of modesty, cannot forbear saying 
that nobody delivers his thoughts more distinctly, or argues 
more strongly than himself. 


81.—Calvin’s eloquence. 


Let us then allow him this glory, since he is so fond of it, of 
having written as well as any of that age; nay, if he desires 
it, let us even set him above Luther: for, although Luther 
had something more original and lively, Calvin, inferior in 
genius, seems to carry it by dint of study. Luther triumphed 
in speaking ; but Calvin's pen was more correct, especially 
in Latin; and his style, which was more serious, was also 
much more coherent and more chastened. They both spoke 
their native language in perfection; the vehemence of both 
was extraordinary ; both gained many disciples and admirers 


* 2 Def, cont. Westph. opuse, 842, t 2 Def. 791, 


390 THE HISTORY OF | BooK 


by their talents ; elated with their success, they both despised 
the Fathers; both were impatient of contradiction, nor did 
their eloquence ever flow more copiously than when fraught 
with contumelies. : 


82.— His temper as violent, but sourer than Luthers. 


Whoever blushed at those which Luther's arrogance drew 
from his pen, will not be less confounded at the excesses of 
Calvin: his adversarles are always knaves, fools, rogues, 
drunkards, furies, madmen, beasts, bulls, asses, dogs, swine ; 
and Calvin's fine style is polluted with this filth through 
every page. Be they Catholies or Lutherans, it is all one to 
him, he spares none. Westphalus's school is to him a stink- 
ing hog-sty. The Lutherans’ supper is almost always called 
a supper of Cyclopes, “at which a barbarity may be seen 
becoming Scythians * ;" if he is used to say that the devil 
drives on Papists, he repeats a hundred times he has 
bewitched the ** Lutherans, and that he cannot comprehend 
why he, above all others, is assaulted by them, unless it be 
that Satan, whose vile slaves they are, so much the more urges 
them on against him, as he sees his labours more useful to the 
Church than theirs." 

The individuals whom he treats thus were the chief and most 
renowned among the Lutherans.  Amidst these invectives 
he still boasts of his sweetness} ; and after having stuffed his 
book with all that can be imagined, not only most bitter, but 
also most atrocious, he thinks he comes well off by saying§, 
“That he was so remote from any gall, when he penned 
these injurious taunts, that he himself, upon reading his work 
over again, stood quite astonished that so much harsh lan- 
guage could have ever been uttered by him, and his heart still 
void of bitterness. It was (says he) the heinousness of the 
subject which alone furnished him with all these abusive 
words, which stood ready to bolt from him. After all, he 
is not displeased that these stupid creatures have, at last, 
smarted under the lash, and hopes this may help to mend 
them." Yet he does not refuse to own he has said some- 
thing more than he would have done, and that the remedy 
applied by him was a little too violent. But, after this 
modest confession, he indulges his passion more than ever, 
and in the very same breath that he interrogates, ** Dog, 
dost thou understand me? Madman, dost thou comprehend 
me? Dost thou take me right, great beast ? (he adds) that 


* Opusc.p.799. Ibid. pp. 803, 837. + Diluc. Expos. Ibid. p. 839. 
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he is well pleased. that the contumelies men load him with 
are not retaliated *.” Luther’s passion, compared with this, 
was meekness itself; and, should a comparison be instituted 
between them, there is not a man who had not rather stand 
the brunt of the impetuous and insolent fury of the one, 
than of the profound and bitter malice of the other, who 
brags of being coo] in the disgorging of such a flow of ran- 
cour upon all that come in his way. 


83.—The contempt he has for the Fathers. 


Both of them, after their attacks on mortal men, turned their 
malice against heaven, by openly despising the authority of 
the holy Fathers. Every body knows how often Calvin had 
trampled on their decisions, what a pleasure he took in taking 
them to task like school-boys, in giving them their lessons, 
and the outrageous manner whereby he thought to elude 
their unanimous consent, by saying, for instance f, “ that 
these good men followed, without discretion, a custom that 
prevailed without reason, and which was but a little while in 
getting into vogue." 


84.—The Fathers make themselves respected by Protestants 
in spite of them. 


The subject he then had in hand was prayer for the dead. 
All his writings are full of the like discourses. But, in spite 
of heretical pride, the authority of the Fathers and ecele- 
siastical antiquity lies weighty on their minds. For all 
Calvin’s avowed contempt of the Fathers, he cites them, 
nevertheless, as witnesses, whose authority it is not lawful to 
reject, when, after quoting them, he writes these words: 
* What will they say to the ancient Church? will they damn 
the ancient Church? or, will they banish St. Augustine out of 
the Church ?" The very same might be retorted on him, 
regarding the subject of prayer for the dead, and in the rest ; 
where it is certain, and often by his own confession, that he 
hath the Fathers against him. But without entering into 
this particular dispute, I am satisfied with having observed 
that our Reformists are often constrained by the force of 
truth, to respect the sentiments of the Fathers more than 
their doctrine and inclination carries them to. 


* Opusc. 838. + Tr. de Ref. Eccl. 
t 2 Def. opusc. 777. Admon, ul. 836. Ibid. 
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85.— Whether Calvin ever varied in his doctrine. 


Those who have seen the endless variations of Luther may 
inquire whether Calvin fell into the same fault. To which I 
shall answer, that, besides a more coherent way of thinking, 
he had the advantage of writing a long time after the begin- 
ning of the pretended Reformation ; so that matters having 
been already much discussed, and doctors having had leisure 
to digest them, Calviu's doctrine seems more uniform than 
that of Luther. But, however, we shall see hereafter (whe- 
ther from a policy usual to the heads of new sects to mend 
and perfect their own work, or, by a necessity common to 
those who fall into error) that Calvin also varied very much, 
not only in his own particular writings, but also in the public 
acts, which he drew in the name of all his followers, or which 
he inspired them with. And even to go no further, upon con- 
sidering only what I have already related of his doctrine, we 
may have seen that it abounds with contradictions, that he 
follows not his own principles, and, with great words, says 
just nothing. 


86.—Variations in the Acts of the Calvinists— The agree- 
ment of Geneva compared with the Catechism and the 
Confession of France.—1554. 


And if we make never so little reflection on those acts which 
he framed, or which the Calvinists, with his approbation, 
published in five or six years’ time*, neither he nor they can 
in any way clear themselves of the guilt of having expounded 
their faith with a criminal dissimulation. In 1554, we have 
seen a solemn agreement made between those of Geneva and 
Zurich ; it wasdrawn by Calvin, and the common faith of 
these two churches is there set forth. Concerning the 
Supper, no more is said there than that these words, ** * This 
is my body,’ must not be taken precisely in a literal sense, 
but figuratively ; so that the name of the body and blood is 
by metonymy given to the bread and wine which signify 
them; and that if Jesus Christ nourishes us by the food of 
his body, and the drink of his blood, this is done by faith 
and the virtue of the Holy Ghost, without any transfusion 
or other mixture of substance, but because we have life by 
his body once sacrificed, and his blood once shed for us." 
If, in this “agreement,” we find nothing mentioned either 
of the proper * substance " of the body and blood received 
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in the Supper, or of the incomprehensible miracles of this 
Sacrament, or such like things as have been remarked in 
the Catechism and the Confession of Faith of the French Cal- 
vinists, the reason is obvious. Namely, because the Swiss, 
as hath appeared, and those of Zurich, having been in- 
structed by Zuinglius, would never come into the notion of 
any miracle in the Supper ; and satisfied with a virtual pre- 
sence, knew not the meaning of that communication of proper 
substance, which Calvin and the Calvinists kept such a stir 
about: in order, therefore, to come to an agreement, these 
things were necessarily to be suppressed, and such a confession 
of faith as the Swiss could accept was to be presented to 
them. 


87.—A third Confession of Faith sent into Germany.—1557. 


To these two confessions of faith drawn by Calvin, one for 
France, the other to please the Swiss, a third also during his 
life was added in favour of the German Protestants. Beza 
and Farel, deputed by the reformed churches of France and 
that of Geneva in 1557, carried it to Worms, where the 
Princes and States of the Augsburg Confession were assem- 
bled. The design was to engage them to intercede, in the 
Calvinists’ behalf, with Henry l., who, treading in the steps 
of Francis I., his father, did his utmost to depress them. 
The expressions of “ proper substance," readily laid aside when 
the Swiss were treated with, were not forgotten now ; nay, 
so many other things were added, and so much said, that, how 
all this can be reconcileable with the doctrine ofa figurative 
sense is past my skill to discover. For it is there said *, 
«< That not only the benefits of Jesus Christ are received in 
the Supper, but even his proper flesh and substance ; that the 
body of the Son of God is not there proposed to us in figure 
only and by signification symbolically or typically as a memo- 
rial of Jesus Christ absent, but that he is truly and certainly 
rendered present with the symbols, which are not mere signs. 
And if (said they) we add, that the manner whereby this 
body is given to us is symbolical and sacramental, this is not 
because it is only figurative, but by reason that, under the 
species of things visible, God offers to us, gives to us, and, 
with the symbols, renders present to us, that which is 
there signifed to us; and this we say, to the end it may 
appear that in the Supper we retain the proper body and the 
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proper blood of Jesus Christ ; and, if any dispute still remain, 
it concerns nothing but the manner." 

Till now, we had never heard the Calvinists say that 
the Supper was not to be looked upon as a memorial of 
Jesus Christ absent: we had never heard them say, that in 
order to give us, not his benefits, but his substance and his 
proper flesh, he rendered it truly present to us under the 
species; nor that in the Supper was to be confessed a 
presence of the proper body and the proper blood ; and 
were we not acquainted with the equivocations of the Sacra- 
mentarians, we could not but take them for as zealous 
defenders of the Real Presence as the Lutherans themselves. 
To hear them talk, one might reasonably doubt if any dif- 
ference betwixt theirs and the Lutheran doctrine still re- 
mained.  ** If (said they) any dispute still remain, it concerns 
not the thing itself, but the manner of the presence only ;" so 
that the presence they acknowledge in the Supper must, in 
reality, be as real and as substantial as that which the Luthe- 
rans confess. 

And, in fact, when afterwards they treat on the manner 
of this presence, they reject nothing in this manner but what 
the Lutherans reject : they reject the natural or local manner 
of uniting himself to us; and nobody says that Jesus Christ 
is united to us in the natural and ordinary way, or that he is 
in the sacrament, or in the faithful, as bodies are in their 
place—for he is there Po in a more elevated manner. 
They reject the effusion of the human nature of Jesus Christ ; 
to wit, Ubiquity, which the Lutherans rejected likewise, 
and which, as yet, had not so highly gained the ascendant. 
They reject a gross mixture of the substance of Jesus Christ 
together with ours, which nobody did admit, for nothing 
can be less gross, and further remote from vulgar mixtures, 
than the union of our Lord's body with ours, which is no 
less avowed by Lutherans than by Catholics. But what 
they, above all things, reject utterly, is that gross and 
diabolical Transubstantiation, without saying so much as a 
word of the Lutheran Consubstantiation, which, as we shall 
see, they did not think in their hearts a whit less diabolical 
or less carnal. But it behoved them to be silent on that 
head, for fear of offending the Lutherans, whose assistance 
they were then imploring. And, finally, they concluded 
quite short, by saying that the presence which they acknow- 
ledge, is brought about in a spiritual manner, and supported 
by the incomprehensible virtue of the Holy Ghost ;—words 
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which the Lutherans themselves employed, as well as Catho- 
lics, in order to exclude, together with a presence in figure, 
even a presence in virtue, which has nothing in it that is 
miraculous or beyond comprehension. 


88.— Another Confession of Faith made by those in Prison, 
an order to be sent to the Protestanis. 


Such was the Confession of Faith which the Calvinists of 
France sent to the Protestants of Germany. Those who 
were imprisoned in France on the score of religion, joined to 
it their particular declaration, in which they expressly receive 
the Confession cf Augsburg in all its articles, excepting only 
that of the Eucharist ; adding, nevertheless, what is not less 
strong than the Augsburg Confession, that the Supper is not 
a sign of Jesus Christ absent ; then, turn themselves imme- 
diately against the Papists, and their change of substance and 
adoration, without speaking so much as a word against the 
particular doctrine of Lutheranism. 

This was the cause that induced the Lutherans, with the 
joint consent of all their divines, to judge that this declara- 
tion sent from France was conformable, in every point, to 
the Confession of Augsburg, notwithstanding what was there 
sald concerning the tenth article; because, in the main, it 
said more on the Real Presence than this article had done. 

The article of Augsburg expressed ** that, with the bread 
and wine, the body and blood were truly present and truly 
distributed to those who took the Supper." These say, “ that 
the proper flesh, and the proper substance of Jesus Christ, 
is truly present, and truly given witli the symbols, and under 
the visible species," and the rest nothing less precise than 
what has been related ; insomuch, that if it be asked which 
more strongly express the Substantial Presence, the Luthe- 
rans who believe it, or the Calvinists who disbelieve it, the 
last will certainly have the preference. 


89.—All the other articles of the Augsburg Confession are 
owned by the Calvinists. 


As for the other articles of the Confession of Augsburg, they 
stood confirmed by the sole exception of this article of the 
Supper ; that is to say, the Calvinists, even those who were 
detained in prison for their religion’s sake, professed, con- 
trary to their belief, the necessity of baptism, the amissibility 
of justice, the uncertainty of predestination, the merit of 
good works, and prayer for the dead; all points which we 
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have read in express terms in the Augsburg Confession; and 
in this manner did the martyrs of the new Reformation 
destroy, by their equivocations, or express denial, that faith 


for which they died. 


90.— Reflections on these three Confessions of Fatth. 


Thus have we clearly seen three different languages of our 
Calvinists in three different Confessions of Faith. By that 
which they made for themselves, they appeared anxious to 
please themselves: to content the Zuingliaus, they lopped 
off something from it ; and, in case of need, they knew what 
to add to make the Lutherans their friends. 


91.— The Conference of Potssy.—How undertaken.—Calvin 
comes not to tt, but leaves the affuir to Beza.-—1561. 


We shall now hear the Calvinists explain their doctrine, not 
among one another, or to the Zuinglians or Lutherans, but 
to the Catholics. This happened in 1561, in the minority of 
Charles IX., at the famous conference of Poissy, where, by 
the orders of Queen Catherine de Medicis, his mother and 
regent of the kingdom, the prelates were assembled, in 
order to confer with the ministers about reforming those 
abuses which gave a pretext to heresy*. 

As in France people grew weary of the long delays of a 
general council, so often promised by the popes, and of the 
frequent interruptions of that which was at length convened 
by them at Trent, the queen, deceived by some prelates of 
suspected doctrine, whose sentiments were backed by the 
Lord Chancellor de l'Hópital, a great personage, and very 
zealous for his country, believed too easily, that in so uni- 
versal a commotion she might of herself take care of France 
apart, without the authority of the Holy See and council. 
She was made to believe that a conference would reconcile 
inen's minds, and that the disputes which divided them 
would more surely be determined by an agreement than by 
a decision, which could not fail of displeasing one or the 
other side. The cardinal Charles of Lorrain, Archbishop of 
Rheims, who, having governed all under Francis I., with his 
brother Francis, Duke of Guise, had always maintained 
himself in great repute, a great genius, a great statesman, of 
a sparkling and winning eloquence, learned even for a man 
of his quality and employments, hoped to signalize himself 
in public, and withal to please the court, by entering into 


* Hosp. ad An, 1561. Bez, Hist, Eccl. l. iv. La Poplin. l. vii, Thuan. |. xxviii. 
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the queen’s design. By this means the assembly of Poissy 
was set on foot. The Calvinists deputed thither the ablest 
men they had, excepting Calvin, whom they would not 
shew, whether from fear of exposing to the public hatred 
the head of so odious a party, or he himself believed it safer 
for his honour to send his disciples, he remaining at Geneva 
where he ruled, and underhand managed the assembly, than 
to engage in person. 

It 1s likewise true, that the weakness of his health, and the 
violence of his headstrong temper, rendered him less able to 
maintain a conference, than Theodore Beza, who was of a 
more robust constitution, and had more command of himself: 
Beza, then, was the man that most appeared, or rather, who 
alone appeared in this assembly. He was looked upon as the 
principal disciple, and the intimate friend of Calvin, who 
had chosen him for a coadjutor in his ministry and labours at 
Geneva, which seemed the metropolis of his Reformation. 
Calvin dispatched his instructions to him, and Beza returned 
him a full account of all transactions, as appears from both 
their letters. 


92.— Matters treated of in the Conference, and the opening 
of it. 


Two points of doctrine only, properly speaking, were de- 
bated in this assembly: one relating to the Church ; the other 
tothe Supper. "There lay the stress of the whole affair, be- 
cause the article of the Church was looked upon by Catholics 
asa general principle, which subverted the very foundation 
of all new Churches; and among the particular articles dis- 
puted on, none appeared so essential as that of the Supper. 
The Cardinal of Lorrain urged the opening of the Confer- 
ence, though the main body of the prelates, especially the 
Cardinal de Tournon, Archbishop of Lyons, who presided 
over them in quality of the oldest Cardinal, had an extreme 
repugnance to it. They apprehended, and with reason too, 
lest the subtilties of the ministers, their dangerous eloquence 
heightened with an air of piety, never wanting to the most 
perverse of heretics, and more than all this, lest the charms 
of novelty might impose on courtiers, before whom they 
were to speak, but chiefly on the King and Queen, both 
susceptible, he by reason of his tender age, she from natural 
curiosity, of any impressions, rather bad than good, con- 
sidering the wretched disposition of human nature, and the 
temper which then prevailed at court. But the Cardinal of 
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Lorrain, supported by Montluc, Bishop of Valence, carried 
the point, and so the conference began. 


93.-— The harangue of the Cardinal of Lorrain.—The Cal- 
vinists’ Confession of Faith presented to the King in the 
Assembly.— Beza speaks, and says more than makes for 
him concerning the absence of J esus Christ in the Supper. 


There is no need of my giving an account, either of the ad- 
mirable harangue made by the Cardinal of Lorrain, and its 
merited applause, or of the honour which Beza acquired by 
offering to auswer at the moment to the Cardinal's preme- 
ditated discourse *; but it is of some importance to remem- 
ber, that, in this august assembly, the ministers presented 
publicly to the King, in the name of all their Churches, their 
joint Confession of Faith, drawn under Henry IL, in their first 
synod held at Paris, as above mentioned. Beza, who pre- 
sented it, made at the same time, by a long disconrse, the 
defence of it, when, notwithstanding all his address, he fell 
into a great self-contradiction. He, who a few days before, 
being accused by the Cardinal of Lorrain in the presence of 
Queen Catherine and the whole court, of having written in 
one of his books, that Jesus Christ was no more in the Supper 
than in the mire, Non magis in Cend quam in Cono, had 
rejected this proposition as impious and detested by the whole 
party, advanced the equivalent to it, at the Conference, even 
in the face of all France. For, being on the subject of the 
Eucharist, in the heat of his discourse, he said, that with 
respect to place, and the presence of Jesus Christ considered 
according to his human nature, his body was as far distant 
from the Supper as the highest Heavens are from earth. 
The whole assembly was in a commotion at these words T. 
They remembered with what a horror he had spoken of that 
proposition, which as much excluded Jesus Christ from the 
Supper, as from the mire. He now falls into it again, when 
nobody urges him. ‘The murmur from all sides made it 
appear how much men were struck with so strange a novelty. 
Beza himself, under confusion for having said so much, did 
uot cease thereafter to importune the Queen, by frequent and 
reiterated requests, to obtain the liberty of explaining him- 
self, on the plea that, being pressed by time, he had not had 
the leisure of making his thonght rightly understood before 
the King. But so many words are not required to utter 
what a man believes. And, indeed, one may venture to say, 


* Ep. Bez ad. Calv, inter, Ep, Calv. p. 330. T Thuan, xxviii. 48, 
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that what disturbed Beza was not any deficiency in ex- 
pounding his tenets, but, rather, what gave him and his 
friends so much anxiety, was, that by laying open iu too 
distinct terms the bottom of the party’s doctrine on the real 
absence of Jesus Christ, he had made it but too visibly 
appear, that the great words of Proper Substance and the 
like, which they employed to keep up some notion of reality, 
were nothing but mere sham. 


94.—Another explanation of the Supper-article full of per- 
plexed words. 


From harangues they soon proceeded to particular confer-. 
ences, chiefly on the Supper, wherein the Bishop of Valence, 
and Duval, Bishop of Sees, to whom a smattering of erudi- 
tion, not to mention other motives, gave a secret propensity 
towards Calvinism, were set on nothing else, together with 
the ministers, but to find out some ambiguous formulary 
which both sides, in some measure, might rest satisfied with, 
without diving to the bottom of the question. 

The strong expressions, which we have seen in the Con- 
fession of Faith then presented, were pretty well adapted to 
this scheme; but the ministers must needs make further 
additions which ought not to be omitted. This will appear 
surprising ; for, as they ought to have done their best fully 
to explain their doctrine in the confession of faith, which 
they but just presented to so solemn an assembly, it seems 
that, when questioned concerning their belief, they should 
have nothing else to do than refer themselves to so authentic 
an act; but this is what they did not do; and behold here 
in what manner they proposed their doctrine by common 
consent. ‘ We confess the presence of the body and blood 
of Jesus Christ in the holy Supper, where he truly gives us 
the substance of his body and blood by the operation of his 
Holy Spirit, and that we receive and eat, spiritually and by 
faith, this same true body, which was sacrificed for us; to 
the end we might be bone of his bone, and flesh of his flesh, 
and be enlivened, and receive all that is profitable to our 
salvation ; and by reason that faith, supported by God's 
promise, makes present the things received, and takes really 
and in fact the true natural body of our Lord, by virtue of 
the Holy Ghost ; in this sense, we do believe and confess the 
presence of the proper body and the proper blood of Jesus 
Christ in the Supper." Here are still those great phrases, 
those pompous expressions, and those long discourses for thé 
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purpose of saying nothing. But after all this verbosity, they 
were not yet satisfied with their exposition, but soon after 
subjoined, ** That the distance of place could be no hindrance 
to our partaking of the body and blood of Jesus Christ, by 
reason that our Lord's Supper is a heavenly thing, and al- 
though we on earth receive with our mouths the bread and 
wine as the true signs of the body and blood, our souls, 
which are nourished therewith, being raised up to Heaven 
by faith, and the efficacy of the Holy Ghost, enjoy present 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ; and in that manner the 
body and blood are truly united to the bread and wine, but 
in a sacramental way, to wit, not according to place, or the 
natural position of bodies, but inasmuch as they efficaciously 
signify, that God gives this body and this blood to those 
who faithfully partake of the signs themselves, and that by 
faith they truly do receive them.” How many words, only 
to express, that the signs of the body and blood, received with 
faith, do, by this faith inspired from God, unite us to the 
body and blood which are in heaven! No more than this had 
been requisite to explain themselves distinctly; and this sub- 
stantial enjoyment of the body truly and really present, and 
the rest of that strain, are to no other purpose than to raisea 
mist of confused ideas, instead of dispelling, by setting things 
in a clear light, which, in an explanation of faith, we are 
obliged to do. But, in this simplicity, which we demand of 
them, Christians would not have found what they desired, 
namely, the true presence of Jesus Christ in both his natures ; 
and, deprived of this presence, would have perceived, as it 
were, a certain void, which, for want of the thing itself, the 
ministers endeavoured to fill up with this multiplicity of 
sounding, yet insignificant expressions. 


95.— The reflections of Catholics on these indeterminate and 
pompous discourses. 


The Catholics, at a loss to know the meaning of all this 
monstrous language, could only perceive from it that Beza’s 
great design, by all these phrases, was to supply what he was 
conscious was too hollow and defective in the Calvinian 
Supper. The whole force of them lay in these words, 
«Faith makes present the things promised." But this dis- 
course appeared very indeterminate to Catholics. By this 
means, said they, judgment and the general resurrection, the 
glory of the blessed, as wellas the fire of the damned, will be 
equally present to us with the body of Jesus Christin the 
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Holy Eucharist; and if this presence, by faith, makes us 
receive the very substance of things, nothing hinders the 
happy souls that are in heaven from receiving, actually and 
before the general resurrection, the proper substance of their 
bodies as truly as we are here made to receive, by faith, the 
proper substance of the body of Jesus Christ. For, if faith 
renders things so truly present, as thereby to possess the 
substance of them, how much more the beatific vision! Bntin 
order to unite to us the proper substance of the body and blood, 
what avails this lifting up our souls to heaven by faith? Can 
a moral elevation, and in affection only, bring about such 
unions? In this manner, what substance is there that cannot 
be embraced? What does the efficacy of the Holy Ghost 
work here? The Holy Ghost inspires faith, but faith thus 
inspired, be it never so strong, unites itself no more to the 
substance of things than other’ thoughts, than other affec- 
tions of the mind. What can be the meaning of those inde- 
finite words, ** We receive from Jesus Christ what is profit- 
able to us,” without declaring what this is? if these words 
of our Saviour, “ Flesh profiteth nothing,” are, as the Minis- 
ters will have it, to be understood of the true flesh of Jesus 
Christ considered as to its substance, to what purpose so 
much noise about what they pretend affords no profit? why 
is there kept so great a work about the substance of the flesh 
and blood received so really ? why not reject, concluded ,Ca- 
tholics, these empty words, and, in proposing their faith, at 
least lay cant aside, and speak intelligibly ? 


96.—Peter Martyr’s opinion concerning the equivocations 
of the Ministers. 


Peter Martyr, a native of Florence, and one of the most 
famous Ministers that were in this assembly, was of this mind, 
and frequently declared that, for his part, he knew no mean- 
ing this word substance had ; yet endeavoured to explain it 
the best way he could, not to give offence to Calvin and his 
companions. 


97.— What the Dr. Depense added to the Ministers’ expres- 
sions, in order to make them pass the better. 


Claude Depense, a Parisian Doctor, a man cf good sense, and 

learned for a time when matters had not so well been can- 

vassed and cleared up, as they have since been by so much 

disputation, was among those Tue were to labour with the 
VOL. I. D 
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Ministers to reconcile the article of the Supper. Being 
sincere, and of a mild temper, he was judged proper for 
this design : but, for all his mildness, he could not bear with 
the doctrine of the Calvinists ; but thought those insupport- 
able who made the work of God, namely, the presence of 
the body of Jesus Clirist, to depend not on the word and 
promise of him who gave it, but on their faith who were to 
receive it: accordingly he disapproved their article from the 
first proposition, and before all the additions which they 
since made to it. For his part, therefore, to render our 
communion, with the substance of the body, independent of 
the faith of men, and annexed only to the efficacy and ope- 
ration of the word of God, letting pass the first words as 
far as those where the Ministers say, “ That faith makes . 
things present," he substituted these words in lieu thereof, 
namely, ** And because the word and promise of God makes 
present the things promised, and by the efficacy of this word 
we do really and in fact receive the true natural body of our 
Lord, in this sense we confess and acknowledge in the 
Supper the presence of his proper body and proper blood." 
'Thus he owned a real and substantial presence independently 
of faith, and in virtue of the sole words of our Lord; 
whereby he thought to determine the ambiguous and unset- 
tled sense of those terms which the Ministers made use of. 


98.— The decision of the Prelates, delivering very plainly 
and in few words the whole Catholic doctrine. 


The Prelates approved nothing of all this, and pursuant to 
the opinions of the Doctors, whom they had brought along 
with them, declared the article of the Ministers heretical, 
captious, and insufficient : heretical, because it denied the 
substantial, and properly so called, presence; captious, be- 
cause, in denying it, it seemed to favour the thing ; insufficient, 
because it concealed and dissembled the ministry of priests, 
the force of the sacramental words, and the change of sub- 
stance, the natural effect thereof *. On their side they opposed 
to the Miuisters a declaration of their faith, as full and as pre- 
cise as that of the Calvinists was imperfect and perplexed. 
Beza relates it in these terms :—‘‘ We believe and confess, 
that in the holy sacrament of the altar, the true body and 
blood of Jesus Christ is really and substantially under the 
species of bread and wine, by the virtue and power of the 
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divine word pronounced by the priest, the sole minister or- 
dained for this effect, according to the institution and com- 
mandment of our Lord Jesus Christ*." Here is nothing 
captious or equivocal, and Beza owns this was all that 
** could be drawn at that time from the clergy, in order to 
allay the troubles of religion, the prelates having made 
themselves judges, instead of conferring amicably.” 1 desire 
no other testimony than this of Deza, to shew that the 
Bishops did their duty in fairly explaining their faith, avoid- 
ing great words which impose ongnen by their sound, and 
signify nothing distinctly, and by refusing to enter into any 
composition in what relates to faith. Such plain dealing as 
this suited not the Ministers, and so this great assembl 
broke up without any manner of success. God baffled the 
policy and pride of those who thought by their eloquence, 
little arts, and weak contrivances, to quench, in its first fury, 
so great a conflagration. 


99.—The vain discourses of the Bishop of Valence, concern- 
ing ihe reformation of manners. 


The reformation of discipline succeeded but little better. 
Fine speeches were uttered, fine proposals made, but to little 
or no effect. The Bishop of Valence discoursed adinirably, 
as his custom was, against abuses, and on the duties and 
charge of Bishops, chiefly on that of residence, which he 
observed the least of any. But, to make amends, he was 
quite silent as to celibacy, and the exact observance of it, 
though, by the Fathers, it was always insisted on as the 
brightest ornament of the ecclesiastical order. He had not 
feared to violate it by a clandestine marriage, in spite of the 
canons; nay, a Protestant historian, who, notwithstanding 
he sets him off for one ‘‘of the wisest and greatest men of 
that age through the whole sequel of his lifet,” reveals to 
us his passion, his avarice, and the shameful disorders of his 
life, the noise of which reached as far as Ireland, in the most 
scandalous manner imaginable. Yet he declaimed loud] 
against vice, and convinced mankind that he was one of those 
admirable reformers who could correct and reprove every 
thing in their neighbour, provided you leave them but alone 
to their own corrupted inclinations. 


* Hist, Eccl. Liv. p. 611—614. T V.S. lib. vii, n. 7, 
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100.—The Tenth Article of the Augsburg Confession is pro- 
posed to the Calvinists, but they refuse to sign it. 


As for the Calvinists, it was a triumph to them to have been 
so much as heard in such an assembly. But this imaginary 
triumph was but short, for the Cardinal of Lorrain had a 
long while conceived a design to propose to them the signing 
of the Tenth Artiele of the Augsburg Confession: should they 
sign it, this would be embracing the Reality, which all those 
of that confession so strenuously defended ; should they refuse 
it, this would be condemning Luther and his followers in an 
essential point, who were unquestionably the first authors of 
the new Reformation, and its main support. In order to 
make the division of all these Reformers more manifest all 
over France, the Cardinal had taken his measures before- 
hand, and agreed with the Lutherans of Germany to send 
him three or four of their ablest doctors, who, appearing at 
Poissy under pretext of making up their whole differences at 
once, should there undertake the Calvinists. Thus these 
new doctors, all of them giving out the Scripture for so 
mighty clear, would have been seen urging one another with 
its authority, yet never able to come to the least agreement. 
The Lutheran doctors arrived too late; but the Cardinal 
nevertheless failed not to make his proposal. Beza and his 
companions, resolved not to sign the Tenth Article, as pro- 
posed, thought to escape by inquiring of the Catholies, in 
return, whether they were willing to subscribe the rest; by 
which means they should all, in everything, agree, except 
the Tenth Article of the Supper alone, a subtile, but frivo- 
lous evasion *, For after all, the Catholics had no manner of 
reason to concern themselves with Luther's authority, nor the 
Confession of Augsburg, nor the defenders of it, all which 
the Calvinists could not be too tender of, for fear of condemn- 
ing the Reformation inits very source. However that may be, 
this was all the Cardinal obtained; and content with making 
it appear to all France, that this party of Reformers, who 
outwardly appeared so terrible, were yet inwardly so weak 
by their own divisions, he suffered the assembly to break up. 
But Anthony of Bourbon, King of Navarre and first Prince 
of the blood, very favourable, till then, to the new party, 
which he was only acquainted with ander the appellation of 
Lutherans, undeceived himself; and instead of that piety, 
which he had before believed in them, began, from that time, 


* Ep. Bez. ed Caly. inter Cal. Ep. pp. 346, 347. 
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to be convinced there was nothing in it but bitter zeal and 
prodigious infatuation, 


101.— The Confession of Augsburg received by the Calvinists 
an all other points, yet through policy only. 


Yet it was no small advantage to the Catholic cause, to have, 
obliged the Calvinists, in such an assembly, to receive anew the 
Confession of Augsburg, with exclusion only of the article of 
Supper ; since, as we have seen, they renounced by this means 
so many important points of their own doctrine. Beza, 
nevertheless, spoke out, and made a solemn declaration of it, 
with the consent of all his colleagues. But whatsoever 
policy, and the desire of supporting themselves as much as 
possible by the Confession of Augsburg, might have extorted 
from them on this occasion, as in many others, their thoughts 
and words did not agree; nor can this be doubted of, when 
the instruction, which, even during the Conference, they re- 
ceived from Calvin *, is looked into. ** You (says he) that 
assist at the Conference, ought to be upon your guard, lest in 
maintaming your own just right, you appear stubborn, and 
so cause the whole blame of the rupture to be cast on you. 
The Confession of Augsburg, you are sensible, 1s the torch 
which your furies employ to light up that fire which has 
set all. France in a combustion; but you ought to look nar- 
rowly into the reason which makes them press you so much 
to receive it, considering that its suppleness has ever been 
displeasing to men of good sense, and that Melancthon, its 
author, often repented of having drawn it up: and lastly, 
that in many places it is adapted to the practice in Germany; 
besides that its obscure and defective brevity has this evil 
in it, of omitting sundry articles of the greatest moment." 

It then plainly appears, that it was not the sole article of 
the Supper, but, in general, the whole Confession of Augs- 
burg which displeased him. This only article, nevertheless, 
was excepted against; though when Germany was concerned, 
it was often found proper to waive even this exception. 


102.— How many different paris were played by Calvin and 
the Calvinists with respect to the Confession of Augsburg. 


This is what appears by another letter of the same Calvin, 
written also during the Conference, whereby we may per- 
ceive how many different parts he played at the same time. 


* Ep. p. 342, 
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It was, I say, at this very time, and in the year 1561, that 
he wrote a letter to the Princes of Germany in behalf of 
those of Strasburg; at the beginning of which he makes 
them say *, ** That they are of the number of those who re- 
ceive the Confession of Augsburg throughout, even in the 
article of the Supper ;" and he adds, * that the Queen of 
England (Elizabeth), although she approves of the Confession 
of Augsburg, rejects nevertheless the carnal ways of speaking 
of Heshusius, and others," who could not endure either 
Calvin, or Beza, or Peter Martyr, or Melancthon himself, 
whom, with respect to the Supper, they accused of relaxation. 


103.— 4 like dissimulation in the Elecior Frederick ITT. 


The same behaviour may be seen in the Confession of Faith of 
the Elector Frederick IH., Count Palatine, reported in the 
collection of Geneva: a confession wholly Calvinistical, and 
as inimical to the Real Presence as any ever was; since this 
Prince there declares, that Jesus Christ is not in the Supper 
* in any manner, either visible, or invisible, comprehensible, 
or incomprehensible, but in Heaven only T." Nevertheless, 
his son and successor, John Casimir, in the preface which he 
places before this Confession, says expressly, **that his father 
never did depart from the Confession of Augsburg, nor even 
from the Apology which was joined to it :" itis that of Melanc- 
thon, which we have seen to be so distinct and full for the 
Real Presence ; and, if the son should not meet with credit, 
the father himself, in the body of his Confession, declares the 
self-same thing, in the self-same terms. 


104.—Calvin’s shifting address with regard to the Tenth 
Article of ihe Augsburg Confession. 


It was therefore a method pretty much in vogue, even 
amongst the Calvinists, to approve purely and simply the 
Confession of Augsburg when Germany was concerned, either 
out of acertain respect for Luther, the common father of the 
whole pretended Reformation; or because that confession 
only had been tolerated in Germany by the States of the em- 
pire ; and even out of the empire itself had obtained so great 
an authority, that Calvinand the Calvinists durst not own, 
without great deference and precaution, that they departed 
from it ; seeing that, in the exception even of the sole article 
of the Supper, which they often made, they rather chose the 
* Ep. p. 324. + Syn. Gen. part ii. pp. 141, 142. 
t Ep. p. 319. 2, Det. Ult. Adm, ad Westp. 
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subterfuge of diversity of editions, and difference of sense put 
upon this article, than absolutely to reject it. 

And accordingly, Calvin, who makes so free with the Con- 
fession of Augsburg, when he speaks in confidence to his 
friends, everywhere else shews an outward respect for it, 
even in regard to the article of the Supper, owning he re- 
ceives it when rightly explained 5, and in the same manner 
Melancthon, the author thereof, did himself understand it. 
But there 1s nothing inore frivolous than this evasion ; for, 
although this Confession was penned by Melancthon, he did 
not expound therein his own particular doctrine, but that of 
Luther and the whole party, whose secretary and interpreter 
he was, as he himself often declares. 

And allowing that in a publie act the private sentiments 
of that person who drew it up might be referred to, it ought, 
however, to be considered, not what Melancthon's notions 
were afterwards, but what they and those of all his sect were 
at that time; there being no reason to doubt but he endea- 
voured to explain naturally what they all believed : so much 
the more, as we have seen that he as sincerely rejected the 
figurative sense at that time, as Luther himself; which he 
never openly approved, notwithstanding the various shifts 
and inconstancy he afterwards was subject to. It is not, there- 
fore, upright and just dealing to appeal to Melancthon's judg- 
ment in this matter; and for all Calvin's continual boasts of 
speaking his real sentiments without the least dissimulation, 
yet it is plainly seen that his design was to flatter the Lutherans. 
Nay, so palpable became this flattery, that at length they 
were ashamed of it even in the party; and this was the reason 
that, in the acts we have just considered, especially in the Con- 
ference of Poissy, they resolved to accept the article of the 
Supper, but that only; not at all concerned that by their 
approbation of all the rest, they passed sentence against 
their own Confession of Faith, which they had but a little 
before presented to Charles IX. 


* Ep. p. 319. 2. Def. Ult. Adm. ad Westp. 
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Aerius against prayer for the dead, 127. í 

Ailly (Cardinal Peter D'), his opinions concerning the Reformation of 
the Chureh, 19, 21. 

Albert, of Brandebourg, Great Master of the Teutonie Order, turns Lu- 
theran, and why, 326. 

Amissibility of justice owned in the Confession of Augsburg, 114— 
received in 1557, by the Calvinists of France, 395— Vide Vol. 1I. 

Amsdorf (Nicholas), ordained Bishop of Naumburg by Luther, 39. 

Anabaptists, the, preach without mission or miracles, 39—they instil 
into people the spirit of rebellion, 56—they rise in arms with unparal- 
leled fury, 57—they are condemned in the Confession of Augsburg 
with respect to three considerable articles, 114. 

Anne Boleyn, mistress of Henry VIII. King of England, favours Luther- 
anism, 62, 257—Henry VIII. marries her, 261—she upholds with all 
her power Thomas Cromwell and Cranmer in their designs, 264—her 
immodest and licentious behaviour, 265—her infamous death, 266, 268 
—her daughter Elizabeth declared illegitimate, 266. 

Anne of Cleves, Henry VIII., King of England, marries her, 273—she is 
repudiated, 274. 

Anthony of Bourbon, King of Navarre, disabused of the good opinion he 
had of the Protestant party, 404. 

Apology, the, for the Augsburg Confession, made by Melanethon, 91— 
approved by the whole party, 7b.—altered by the Lutherans, 93, 

Augustin (St.), his doctrine on justifymg grace approved by the Luther- 
ans, 121—rejected by Melancthon, 193. 

Augustin (St.), the Monk sent by St. Gregory to convert the English, 
301. 
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Augsburg, Diet of, where the Confessions of Faith are presented to 
Charles V., 89—the Augsburg Confession of Faith, how drawn up 
by Melancthon, 90, 120—this is held in the greatest repute of all the 
Protestant Confessions of Faith, 91—the tenth Article of the Augsburg 
Confession relating to the Supper expressed four different ways, 76.— 
which of these four is the original, 93—a word in the Augsburg Con- 
fession, which tended to Demipelagianism, 103—strange doctrine of 
the Augsburg Confession concerning the love of God, 119—what is 
said about the Mass in the Confession of Augsburg, 124—the Zuin- 
glians' jests upon the Confession of Augsburg, 344—0wned defective, 
183, 346—corrected, 339—-and nevertheless from a point of honour 
always approved, 194, 339—the different editions not to be reconciled, 
344, et seq.—the Calvinists receive the Confession of Augsburg in 1557, 
with the exception only of the tenth article, 395— which they refuse to 
sign at Poissy, 404—what Calvin said concerning the Confession of 
Augsburg, 405—the dissimulation of the Elector Frederick III., with 
respect to the Confession of Augsburg, 406—Calvin’s shifting address 
with regard to the tenth Article of the Confession of Augsburg, 20. 

Authority of the Church— Vide Church. 


Baptism, error of the Zuinglians on baptism, 67—infant baptism by the 
Lutherans believed necessary to salvation, 104—the necessity of bap- 
tism taught in the Confession of Augsburg, 114—this necessity denied by 
Calvin, 340— Calvin teaches that baptism is not necessary to salvation, 
358— Calvin's contradictions upon infant baptism, 361—the necessity of 
baptisin received in 1557 by the Calvinists of France, 395. 

Basil, the Confession of Faith of those of Basil, 148—another Confession 
of those of Basil, and the precedent one softened, 150—the equivoca- 
tion of this Confession of Faith, 151. 

Bernard (St.), his desire of the Reformation of Church-discipline, 18— 
St. Bernard, ill-cited by Protestants for the necessity of reforming the 
Church, 20—St. Bernard placed by Luther in the list of Saints, 124. 

Bernardin Ochin, called into England to begin the Reformation there, 

- 299. 

Beza maintains that the sense which Catholics give to the words of the 
institution is more supportable than that of the Lutherans, 77—he is 
deputed by the Protestant Churches of France to the assembly of 
Worms and Geneva, 393—he is present at the Conference of Poissy, 
397—he harangues there, and lets fall more than he intended to have 
said with relation to the absence of Jesus Christ in the Supper, 398— 
Vide Vol. I. 

Bishops, authority of Bishops despised by Protestants, 174—Melancthon 
is for owning Bishops, 188—all the Bishops in England subscribe the 

. decisions of Henry VIII., 271—the Bishops of England take out new 
commissions from Edward VI., 295—the Bishops of England have no 
share in matters of religion and faith, 298. 

Bohemians, their separation condemned by Luther, 33—the buffooneries 
of Luther, 45, 228. 

Brags of Calvin, 389. 

Brentius, a famous Protestant, favours Osiander, 337. 

Bucer gives a figurative sense to the words of the institution, 70—he was 
present at the Conference of Marpurg, 87—he draws up the Strasburg 
Confession of Faith, 90—his character, 7b.—his fruitfulness in equivo- 
cations, 7b. 96—his doctrine on the merit of good works, 118—he 
undertakes the defence of the prayers of the Church, and shews in what 
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sense the merits of Saints are useful fo us, 119—he is dispatched by 
the Landgrave of Hesse, to have an interview with Luther and Zuin- 
glius, 137—his transactions with Luther, 140—his equivocating shifts 
in order to reconcile the parties, 141—the agreement by him proposed, 
no more than verbal, 142—his equivocations on the words Sacrament 
and Mystery, 145—he plays with words, 146—he owns that the un- 
wortliy receive the body of Jesus Christ really, 118, 226—he grants six 
Articles to Luther concerning the Supper, 152—he deceives Luther, 
and evades the terms of agreement, 153—his equivocations owned by 
Calvin, 155—those even of Zurich make a jest of them, 157—explica- 
tion of the doctrine, and the return of the towns from his belief to that 
of the Real Presence, 159—he satisfies the Lutherans in the assembly 
of Smaleald, 164—Bucers testimony concerning the hypocrisy of the 
Protestants, 178—heis sent to Luther by the Landgrave to obtain leave 
for this Prince to marry a second wife, his first still living, 205—he 
makes a new Confession of Faith, 216—his perplexities with relation 
to the communion of the impious, 217—his doctrine about the Eucha- 
rist not hearkened to in England, 220—he is present at the Conference 
of Ratisbon, 323—he makes a new Confession of Faith, 76.—he dies 
in England without having been able to change anything in the articles 
of Peter Martyr, 325. 

Burnet (Mr., a new piece published by Mr. Burnet about Luther's 
sentiment touching a reconciliation with the Zuinglians, 229—he owns 
that the Reformation began in England by a man equally rejected by 
both parties, 254—Mr. Burnets magnificent words concerning the 
English Reformation, 253—the heroes of Mr. Burnet's history even by 
his own testimony are not always very virtuous men, 255—what he 
relates of Montlue, Bishop of Valence, 256—what he says of Cranmer, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 257—what he says ofthe oath Cranmer took 
at his Consecration, 259—what he says of the cruellies and excesses of 
Henry V1II., 262—the praises he gives to Queen Catherine, the lawful 
wife of Henry VIIL, 265—what he says of the disorderly behaviour 
of Anne Boleyn, ?5.—he comes off lamely in his excuse of Cranmer's 
cowardice, 267—how he excuses the Protestants of England for sub- 
scribing the decisions of Henry VIII., who approved the principal 
points of the Catholic doctrine, 271—his vain artifices to excuse the 
hypocrisy of Thomas Cromwell, 273—he is ashamed of that sentence 
which annulled the marriage of Henry VIII. with Anne of Cleves, 274 
—he owns that scarce anything was changed in the Offices and Rituals 
of the Church under Henry VIIL, 276—what he says of Cranmers 
resisting the Six Articles of Henry VIII., 7b.—he is confounded at 
Cranmer's doctrine about the power of the Ministers of the Church, 
277—he laments his seeing in England the ecclesiastical power in the 
hands of seculars, 278—he sets down two points of Reformation under 
Henry VIIL, 288—a proof, from Mr. Burnet, of the snares laid for 
the weak and simple by the pretended ferspicuity of Scripture, 289— 
Mr. Burnet's confession of the belief of the Greek Church, 300—he 
vindieates us in the observance of Saints-days and abstinence from 
flesh, 304—his vain efforts to justify Cranmer in little things, without 
saying a word of great ones, 308—he ill compares Cranmer's twice 
abjuring his faith to the denial of St. Peter, 311—he badly exeuses the 
Reformers, 313—the fallacy in the examples alleged by him, 76.—his 
facts far from being certain, 7.—his imposition with regard to Fra- 
Paolo, 314—his error concerning the Pallium, 316—his gross error 
concerning Celibacy and the Roman Pontifical, 317—Vide Vol. II, 
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Calumnies of Protestants against the Church on the point of Justifica- 
tion, 103—other calumnies on the merit of good works, 105—three 
other ealumnies against the Invocation of Saints, and concerning 
Images, 129. 

Calvin, his esteem for Luther, 5, 23—what Calvin writes to Melanethon 
upon the strange division of Protestants, 85—his sentiments on equi- 
vocations in matters of faith, 154—what he writes to Bullinger and 
Melanethon about the tyranny of Luther, 180—what he says of the 
adoration of the blessed Sacrament retained by Luther, 224—he favours 
Henry VIII. in his divorce, 284—he rejects the ceremonies of the 
Church, 26.—what he says of Osiander's profane temper, 327—the in- 
compatibility of his sentiments with those of Melanethon, 174—he 
draws up a Confession of Faith, 354—his genius ; his refinements sur- 
pass those of Luther, 355—he adds to imputed justice the certainty of 
Salvation, 356—he teaches that justice cannot be lost, 357—he teaches 
that Baptism is not necessary to salvation, ?5.—he maintains that the 
children of the faithful are born in grace, 358—Calvin's principles but 
supposed; he argued better than Luther, but swerved wider from 
truth, 359—two tenets of Calvin's, concerning children, not suiting 
with his principles, ¿b.—his agreement with those of Geneva and Zurich, 
361—the contradictions of his doctrine upon Infant Baptism, 76.—his 
refinements upon the Eucharist, 362—he shews that, after fifteen years’ 
disputing, the Lutherans and Zuinglians had not understood one 
another on this point, 7b.—Calvin, already known on account of his 
Institutions, makes himself more so by his Treatise on the Supper, 70. 
—his doctrine on the Eucharist almost forgotten by his followers, 7b.— 
he is not satisfied with receiving a sign only in the Supper, 363—not 
even an efficacious sign, nor the virtue and merit of Jesus Christ, 76. 
—his doctrine partakes somewhat of that of Bucer's and of the Arti- 
cles of Wirtemberg, 7b.—he endeavours to reconcile Luther and Zuin- 
glius, 367—with what force he speaks of the Reality, 7b.—a new effect 
of Faith, according to Calvin, 368—he will have the proper substance, 
and that we receive the body and blood of Jesus Christ otherwise than 
did the ancient Hebrews, 369—according to his expressions it must be 
believed that the reception of the body of Jesus Christ is independent 
of Faith, ?5.—and that the true body is in the Sacrament, 370—he 
maintaius that the body is under the sign of bread, as the Holy Ghost 
under the dove, 74—he makes Jesus Christ present in the bread as 
God was in the ark, 371—he says he disputes but of the manner, and 
admits the thing as much as we, 76.—he admits a presence of the body 
which is miraculous and ineffable, 372—he admits a presence that is 
proper and peculiar to the Supper, 373—the communion of the un- 
worthy, how real, according to Calvin, 76.—a comparison by him made 
use of to enforce the truth of the body's being received by the un- 
worthy, 374—he speaks inconsequently, 375—he explains as we do 
that saying, “ that flesh profiteth nothing," 376—he weakens his own 
expressions, and eludes the miracle which he owns in the Supper, 377 
—he is sensible of the insufficiency of his doctrine to explain the 
miracle of the Eucharist, 378—his perplexities and contradictions in 
the defence of the figurative sense, 379—the cause of his perplexity, 2b. 
—he saw further into the difficulty than the rest of the Sacramen- 
tarians : how he endeavours to solve it, 380—the examples which he 
drew from Scripture: that of Circumcision convicts instead of help- 
ing him, 76.—another example nothing to the purpose, viz. that the 
Church is called the body of Jesus Christ, 381—he makes new efforts 
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to salve the notion of reality impressed by the Institution of Jesus 
Christ, 382—how his doctrine is explained in the book entitled ** Du 
Préservatif,” &e. 383—he would make one understand more than he 
really meant to say, 385—a passage of Calvin's for a Real Presence 
independent of Faith, 386—he rejects ceremonies, 76.—his pride and 
boastings, 388—the difference between Calvin and Luther, 76.—how 
he bragged of his eloquence, 389—he has as much violence and more 
acrimony than Luther, 390—the contempt he passes on the Fathers, 
391—whether he has varied in his doctrine, 392—why he was not in 
person at the Conference of Poissy, 396—the instruction he sends to 
the Ministers during the Conference, 405— what he says of the Con- 
fession of Augsburg, 7b.—his special caution with regard to the tenth 
Article of the Augsburg Confession, 406—Vide Vol. II. 

Calvinists (The) give in to the Semipelagianism of the Lutherans, 352— 
they have two tenets concerning children not conformable with their 
principles, 359—the present Calvinists have abandoned the doctrine of 
Calvin about the Supper, 383—they were more sensible that a miracle 
ought to be admitted in the Eucharist than they did indeed admit one, 
378—what opinion other Protestants had of the Calvinists, 387— 
Variations in the Acts of Calvinists, 392—they send a Confession of 
Faith into Germany, which is not consistent with the figurative sense, 
393—they send thither another Confession of Faith, in which they deliver 
themselves more strongly in favour of the Real Presence than the 
Lutherans themselves, 395—they own all the Articles of the Augs- 
burg Confession except the tenth, 7.—they depute the ablest men 
among them to the Conference of Poissy, 397—1there they present their 
Confession cf Faith to Charles IX., 398—their explanation of the 
Supper Article, full of intricate words, 399—they refuse to sign the 
tenth Article of the Augsburg Confession, 404—which they receive 
throughout in all other points, but only out of policy, 405—how many 
different parts they at that time played with respect to the Confession 
of Augsburg, 76. 

Camerarius, Melanethon's friend, does not approve the preparations for 
war made by the Princes of Germany, 140. 

Capito, Minister of Strasburg, his confession of the insolence of his Re- 
formed brethren, and the injury done to the Church by their rejecting 
the Pope, 172, 173. 

Carlostadius attacks the reality, 53—Iis character, 76.—the sense he 
gave to the words of the Institution, 76.—the origin of his contests 
with Luther, 25.—he pulls down images, and sets up communion under 
both kinds, 54—he is driven from Wittemberg, 55—he unites himself 
with the Anabaptists, 56—he tumultuates the people of Orlemond, ib. 
—he drinks with Luther, and promises him to write against the Real 
Presence, 57—he marries, 58—he is reconciled to Luther, 70. 

Catherine, Queen of England, divorced by Henry VIII. against all laws, 
257, 261—death of this Princess ; a comparison between her and Anne 
Boleyn, 265—she maintains to death the truth of her marriage and the 
dignity of a Queen, 266. 

Catherine Howard, mistress to Henry VIII., 273— this Prince first 
marries, then puts her to death, 274. 

Catherine Medicis causes the Conference of Poissy to be held, 396. 

Catholics (The), by the Confession of Sacramentarians themselves, un- 
derstand the words of the Eucharistic Institution better than the 
Lutherans, 70—even by the Confession of a whole Synod, 77—their 
sense in this point is the most natural, 80—they alone have a consist- 
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ent doctrine, 227—they are justified by the divisions of the Protestants, 
154—the sentiment of Catholics on these words, “ This is my body,” 
364—and on these words, **Do this in remembrance of me," 365— 
their reflections on the mdeterminate and pompous expressions of the 
Calvinists concerning the subject of the Eucharist, 400. 

Celibacy, despised by the pretended Reformers, 69—three parts in four 
of the Ecclesiasties in England renounced it under Edward VI., 307. 
Ceremonies of the Church confirmed by Henry VIII., King of England, 
269—rejected by Calvin, 303 and 386—disputes among the Lutherans 

about Ceremonies, 328. 

Certainty of Justification according to Luther, 24—this certainty is the 
capital dogma of Luther, and the master-piece of the Reformation, 115 
—the difficulty it labours under, 26.—what certainty is admitted in Jus- 
tification by the Catholic Church, 117—the difficulty with respect to the 
certainty of salvation in the opinion of the Lutherans, 352—certainty 
of salvation taught by Calvin, 356—difficulties attending the certainty 
ot salvation, 359— Vide Vol, II. 

Charles V. assembles the Diet of Augsburg in 1530, where the Confes- 
sions of Faith are presented to him, 89—he causes the Confession of 
Augsburg to be refuted, 91—he makes a defensive league with all the 
Catholic States against the Protestants, 137—his victory over the Pro- 
testants, 322—he causes the book of the Interim to be made, and is 
blamed for it at Rome, 323—he makes a Conference be held at Worms 
in order to reconcile both Religions, 336. 

Charles du Moulin, a famous Civilian; what he says of a deliberation of 
the Faculty of Paris upon the divorce of Henry VIIL, 288. 

Children of the Faithful born in grace, according to Calvin, 359—diffi- 
culties of this doctrine, 360—two tenets of Calvinists concerniug Chil- 
dren not consistent with their principles, 26. 

Church, authority of the Church rejected by Luther, 37—what Melanc- 
thon says of the promises made to the Church, 183, 197—the Luther- 
ans, at the time of the Augsburg Confession, durst not reject the autho- 
rity of the Church of Rome, 130, 133—vemarkable words of Luther 
confessing the true Church in the Romish Communion, 131—perpe- 
tual assistance promised to the Church and confessed by Melanethon, 
183, 197—the authority of the Church absolutely necessary in matters 
of Faith, 196—Melanethon owns it, 7b. and 197—all Protestants own 
it, and are forced to practise what they called tyranny, 343—the dread- 
ful consequences of the subversion of Church authority foreseen and 
experienced by Melancthon and the rest of the Reformers, 172, 183, 
196—authority of the Church overthrown in the Reformation, 172— 
saerificed to the Secular Power, 173—Calvin condemns, but cannot 
hinder it, 174—the Church enslaved by the English Reformation and 
Cranmer Archbishop of Canterbury, 277—the Dogma ot Henry VIII. 
concerning the authority of the Church, 279—a manifest contradiction 
in the English Doctrine upon the authority of the Church given to 
Kings, 280—the consent of the whole Church can declare itself other 
ways than by General Councils, 292—the Reformation founded on the 
ruin of Church authority, 295—how the Church is the body of Jesus 
Christ, 381—why Heretics are forced to imitate the language of the 
Church, 385—that point relating to the Church treated ot in the Con- 
ference of Poissy, 397—Vide Vol. II. 

Chythreus (David), an Ubiquitarian, 339—his hatred against Melanc- 

~ thon, 342. 

Clement VIL, his sentence against Henry VIII., King of England, 262— 
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it appertains not to Faith to examine the conduct and proceedings of 
Clement VII., 282—remarks upon the conformity of the sentiment of 
Protestants with the sentence of Clement VII., 285—reasons for the 
decision of Clement VII., 287. 

Communion under both kinds set up by Carlostadius, 54—Luther holds 
Communion under both kinds for an indifferent thing, 55—what the 
Lutherans say of it in the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, 132— 
what Luther says in exeuse for the whole Church on the subject of 
Communion under one kind, 133—by the Protestants’ own confession, 
the question of the necessity of both kinds depends on the Real Pre- 
sence, 275— Vide Vol. II. 

Concomitancy retained by Henry VIIL, King of England, 275—esta- 
blished in the Wittemberg Confession of Faith, 331. 

Concord, a brief account of the Book of Concord made by the Luther- 
ans, 353. 

Conference of Luther with the Devil, 148. 

Confession, with the necessity of the numeration of sins retained by the 
Lutherans, 122—and by the English, 275. 

Confession of Faith, a remarkable one of the Elector Frederick III., 356 
—the Confession of Faith of the French Calvinists compared with the 
agreement of Geneva, 392—in 1557, it is sent to the assembly of 
Worms, 393—another Confession of Faith of the French Calvinists, 
drawn in order to be sent to the Protestants, 395. 

Confession of Faith of Augsburg, vide Augsburg. 

Confession of Faith of Bucer, vide Bucer. 

Confession of Faith of Calvin, vide Calvin. 

Confession of Faith of Saxony, vide Saxony. 

Confession of Faith of Strasburg, vide Strasburg. 

Confession of Faith of Wirtemberg, vide Wirtemberg. 

Confirmation, reduced in England to a bare Catechism, 303. 

Confusion of new Sects, 334, 352. 

Consubstantiation taught by Luther, with many variations, 50— Vide 
Vol. II. 

Contarenus, Cardinal Legate of the Pope at Ratisbon, 323— what he there 
says of the book of the Interim, 7. 

Continency, perpetual, judged impossible by Luther, 45, 123. 

Contrition, according to Luther, makes men greater hypocrites, 31. 

Council. 'The body ofthe Lutherans, in the Confession of Augsburg, 
submit themselves to the judgment of a General Council, 134—Vide 
Vol. IT. 

Cranmer (Thomas) is the hero of Mr. Burnet's History, 255—how he 
came into favour with Henry VIII. and Anne Boleyn, 7.—Cranmer 
sent to Rome on account ofthe divorce of the King of England, 258— 
he conceals his belief,7b.—is there made the Pope'sPenitentiary ; he mar- 
ries in private, though a priest, /5.—he is nominated Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and receives the Pope's Bulls, thongh a married man and 
a Lutheran, 7b.—his consecration and his hypocrisy, 259—a reflection 
on Cranmer’s pretended moderation in accepting the Archbishoprie of 
Canterbury, 260—Cranmer proceeds to the divorce, aud in the sentence 
takes upon him the quality of Legate of the Holy See, 261—his visita- 
tions made by the authority of the King are followed by a depredation 
of the goods of Monasteries, 265—be annuls Henry VIII/s and Anne 
Boleyn's marriage, 266—he subscribes the articles of Henry VIIL, 271 
—he confirms the Church's Faith which he condemned in his heart, 272 
—the prostitution of Cranmer's conscience; he breaks the marriage 
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with Anne of Cleves; the magnificent terms of this unjust sentence, 
274—hypocrisy of Cranmer, who subscribes everything that is de- 
sired of him in point of religion, 275—his behaviour with respect 
to the Six Articles of Henry VIII., 276—Cranmer’s shameful 
notions concerning the Ecclesiastical Authority which he sacrifices to 
the Crown, 277—his Doctrine about the Authority of the Church in 
time of persecution, 278—Cranmer’s flatteries, the cause of the Refor- 
mation in England, 281—he is the first to subject himself to the shame- 
ful yoke which Edward VI. imposes on the Bishops, 295—he, with the 
Duke of Somerset, begins the Reformation in England, 299—in his 
Reformation he inverts all order, 304—he signs the Admiral’s death, 
thongh condemned without a hearing, 308—he spirits up rebellion 
against Queen Mary, 309—he is deposed and east into prison for trea- 
son and heresy, 309—he is declared a heretic, and for what article, 
310—Cranmer's false answer before his Judges; he is condemned pur- 
suant to his own principles, ?5.—whether it be true that he was no fur- 
ther compliant to Henry VII. than his conscience permitted him, 312. 

Cromwell (Thomas) made Vicar-General in spirituals by Henry VIII, 
255—in his visitation he enjoins every Priest to say Mass every day, 
264—he subseribes the decisions of Henry VIIL., 271—he confirms the 
Faith of the Church which he rejected in his heart, 272—he is con- 
demned to death as a heretic and a traitor, 273—his hypocrisy, 7. 

Cross, use of, retained in England, 270, 303. 

Crucifix. Luther praises God for that the Crucifix is, by the Church of 
Rome, put into the hands of dying people, 132—Luther's picture before 
his works represents him on his knees before a Crucifix, ?5. 

"enger, a city in Poland; the Zuinghans there hold a Synod, where 
they declare that our Doctrine upon the Eucharist is more supportable 
than that of the Lutherans, 78. 


Iv Atlly—Vide Ailly, D'. 

Decision of the Prelates assembled at Poissy, who explain very plainly, 
and in few words, the whole Catholie Doctrine concerning the Eucha- 
rist, 402. 

Depense (Claude), what this Doctor added to the expressions of the 
Ministers to make them more allowable, 401. 

Diet of Augsburg—Vide Augsburg. 

Difference between invented Doctrine, and Doctrine received by tradi- 
tion; 80. 

Discipline, Ecclesiastical, entirely despised by Protestants, 172. 

Divisions among these pretended Gospellers, 53, 336—they overthrow 
all the foundations of the Reformation, 85— Vide Church Reformation. 

Dominicans preferred to the Augustinians by Leo X., in publishing 
Indulgences, 23. 

Drink ye all of this (text of), not so clear as Protestants imagine, 289, 


Eckius, present at the Conference of Ratisbon; there rejects the hook of 
the Interim, 323. 

Edward FL, son of Henry VIIL, succeeds him, 294—his guardian is a 
Zuinglian, 295—under him commissions revocable at will are given 
to the Bishops, 7d.—he invades the whole Episcopal authority, ?0.—he 
assumes an absolute authority over the word of God and preaching, 
298—he abrogates the Six Articles published by Henry VII., 299— 
how he was prejudiced from his childhood against Images, 305— 
Zuinglianism takes deep root in England under Edward VL, 325. 
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Edward Seymour, guardian to Edward VI., 295—undertakes the English 
Reformation, 7b.—his pride, violence, and crimes, 308. 

Elevation of the Eucharist taken away by Carlostadius, 53—retained by 
Luther in despite of Carlostadius, 55, 125—destroyed and judged at the 
same time irreprehensible by Luther, 213, 214, 223. 

Elizabeth, daughter of Anne Boleyn, is declared illegitimate by Cran- 
mer's sentence, 267. 

England. Beginning of the pretended Reformation of England, 252— 
the Reformation of England begun by Henry VIII, who was equally 
rejected by both sides, 254— what instruments Henry VIIT. makes use 
of to set up the Reformation in England, 255—all the Bishops sub- 
scribed Henry VIII.s decisions, 271—nothing is changed in England 
in the Missals and Office-books of the Chureh under Henry VIII., 276 
— the true cause of the English Reformation, 281—two points of Refor- 
mation in England, according to Mr. Burnet, how groundless, 288—the 
Church of England acted by a schismatical principle, when she believed 
she might regulate her Faith independently of all the rest of the Church, 
290—whether the Church of England therein followed the ancient 
Church, 76.—whether she had reason to believe that it was too difficult a 
matter to consult the Faith of the whole Church, 291—all kind of 
novelties creep into England in spite of all the severities of Henry VIII., 
and why, 292—they argued from false principles when they rejected 
the Pope's Supremacy in England, 293—the foundation of the English 
Reformation laid upon the ruin of Ecclesiastical authority, 295—the 
Bishops of England have no share in matters of Religion, 297—the 
Reformation begun in England by Peter Martyr and Bernardin Ochin, 
299—the Reformers in England repent themselves of having said, that 
in the Reformation of the Liturgy they had acted with the assistance 
ofthe Holy Ghost, 300—England diseards the Mass which she had 
heard from her first conversion to Christianity, 301— England vindi- 
eates us in the observance of the festivals of Saints and abstinence 
from flesh, 303—three parts in four of the English Clergy renonnee 
celibacy under Edward VI., 307—Zuinglianism strengthens itself in 
England under Edward VI., 299-—Vide Vol. II. 

Equivocations in matters of Faith, agreeable to the spirit of the new 
Reformation, 154—equivocations of the Saeramentarians with relation 
to the Eucharist, 143, 151—of the Calvinists upon the same subject, 
399—Peter Martyr's sentiments concerning these equivocations, 401. 

Erasmus objects to Luther the unanimous consent of the Fathers in 
behalf of Free-will, 44—what he says of the fierce and threatening air 
of the new Protestants, 47—Erasmus's letter to Melanethon upon 
Luther's passionate transports, 52—dispute between Erasmus and 
Luther about Free-will, 61—what he writes concerning Gicolampadius 
and marriage of these Reformers, 69—what he says to Protestants 
about their disputes of the true sense of Scripture, 85 — Erasmus's testi- 
mony concerning the disordinate behaviour of the pretended Re- 
formists, 177. 

Eucharist, what Luther thought of it, 48—9what was always the Churceh's 
Faith concerning it, 49—how the names of Bread and Wine may be 
applied to the Eucharist after Consecration, two rules taken from 
Scripture, 81—why the word Substance is made use of in the Eucharist, 
100—how the oblation of the Eucharist is profitable to the whole 
world, 126—equivocations of the Sacramentarians upon the Eucharist, 
143—how the Presence of the Body of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist 
is spiritual, 2b, —whether a local Presence be to be admitted in the 
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Eucharist, 144—how the Eucharist is a Sign, 145—whether the Pre- 
sence of the Body of Jesus Christ be durable in the Eucharist, 156— 
Doctrine of the Catholic Church about the Eucharist confirmed by 
Henry VII., 269, 275—refinement of Calvin upon the Eucharist, 362 
—sentiment of the Catholic Church upon the Eucharist, 364—how the 
enjoyment of the Body of Jesus Christ is perpetual and permanent in 
the Eucharist, 366—what must be done to communicate worthily, ib. 
—we must be united to the Body of Jesus Christ more than by virtue 
and thought, 368 —according to Calvin's expression, the true Body of 
Jesus Christ must be in the Eucharist, 2b.—the subject of the Eucha- 
rist debated in the Conference of Poissy, 397—the decisions of the 
Bishops on this head, 402— Vide Real Presence, Vol. II. 


Faith. According to Luther, one is assured of his Faith without being 
assured of his repentance, 24—Special Faith, according to Luther, its 
difficulties, 21—which are not removed in the Confession of Augsburg, 
li5—what Faith does in the Mystery of the Eucharist, 369—what it 
does there, according to Calvin, 368—Vide Certainty, vide Vol. 1I. 

Faret is deputed from the Reformed Churches of France, to the assembly 
of Worms and Geneva, 393. 

Fathers (Holy), they pretend to follow them in the Reformation, 113, 
130—in the main they despise them, 44, 130—the holy Fathers 
despised by Calvin, 391—they forced respect from Protestants in spite 
of their teeth, 25.— Fide Luther, vide Vol. II. 

Festivals of Saints retained in England, 303. 

Figure. The puzzling and contradictions of Calvin in the defence of the 
figurative sense, 379—the Calvinists send into Germany a Confession 
of Faith not agreeable to the figurative sense, 393. 

Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, is condemned to death for not aeknow- 
ledging the King for Head of the Church, 262. 

Flesh. Calvin explains as we do this passage,—‘‘ The Flesh profiteth 
nothing," 376. 

Fox, Bishop of Hereford ; his dissimulation, 276. 

France. Beginning of the troubles of France, 354. 

Francis (St.), numbered amongst the Saints by Luther, 124, 

Francis I. What Mr. Burnet imputes to this Prince was never before 
heard of, 314. 

Frankfort. Assembly of the Lutherans at Frankfort, and how they there 
explain the Eucharist, 339. 

Fra-Paolo, an imposition of Mr. Burnet's concerning Fra-Paolo, 314. 

Frederich, Elector Palatine, retains both the Confession of Augsburg and 
the Doctrine of Zuinglius together, 344. 

Frederick III., Elector Palatine; this Prince's remarkable Confession of 
Faith, 356—his dissimulation with regard to the Confession of Augs- 
burg, 406. 

Free-will. Luther writes against Free-will, 61—Lutbers Doctrine against 
Free-will retracted in the Augsburg Confession, 102—Melancthon’s 
Doctrine concerning the co-operation of Free-will, 332— the Lu- 
therans’ Doctrine concerning Free-will contradicts itself, 3347—decision 
of the Lutherans about the co-operation of Free-will, 346—the will free 
to retain or reject Grace, a Doctrine confessed by Melancthon, but 
condemned by his brethren, 333. 

Fulfilling of the law owned in the Apology of the Augsburg Confession 
in the same sense as in the Church, 109—and in the Confession of 
Strasburg, 117. 
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Gardiner, Bishop of Winchester, imprisoned by the orders of Cranmer, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 301. 

Geneva. Calvin makes an agreement with those of Geneva, 361—com- 
pared with the Catechism and Confession of France, 392— Calvin fules 
Geneva, 397. 

George, Duke of Saxony, shamefully treated by Luther, 86—he is an 
enemy to the Lutherans, 70. 

Gerard (John Andrew), a Lutheran doctor; in what manner he explains 
the certainty of Salvation taught by his party, 353. 

Germany, set all in a flame by Luther's writings, 56—the Lutherans by 
a great armament make all Germany tremble, 86—all Germany in 
arms at a writing of Luther's, 138. 

Gerson, Chancellor of the University of Paris, his opinion about the 
Reformation of the Church, 19, 21 —he is praised by Luther, 124—he 
is cited to a wrong sense by Mr. Burnet, 316. 

God the author of all crimes, according to Luther's Doctrine, 62—Vide 
Vol. I11.—strange Doctrine of the Lutherans concerning the love of 
God, 119. 

Gocds, of Monasteries, pillaged in England, 265—the goods of the Church 
sold at a low price in England, 272—the goods of the Church exposed 
to the plunder of the Laity under Edward VI., 307. 

Grace. Grace once received can never be lost, according to Calvin, 357— 
difficulties of this Doctrine, 360. 

Gregory (St.), Pope, under whom the English were converted, had no 
other sentiments than we have of the authority of the Holy See, 293. 
Gropper. By the advice of thelearned Gropper, Herman, Archbishop of 
Cologne, holds very holy councils, 321—he is present at the Conference 

of Ratisbon, 323. 


Helding, titular Bishop of Sidon, present at the Conference of Ratisbon, 
and there revises the book of the Interim, 325. y 
Henry II., King of France, did his utmost to depress the Calvinists, 393. 
Henry VII., King of England, is basely handled by Luther, 51, 62—he 
reproaches Luther with his scandalous marriage and errors, 7b.—he is 
for marrying a second wife, the first still living, his ceremonies, 253, 
268, 983, &ec.— what was the Faith of this Prince, 255—he assumes 
the title of supreme head of the Church of England, 25.— what were 
the instruments he made use of in his Reformation, 76—he marries 
Anne Doleyn, 261—he becomes enraged against the Holy See, 262— 
he puts to death Thomas More, and Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, 26.— 
the remarkable date of his cruelties, £6.—2a1l England takes the oath 
` of Supremacy, 264—he appropriates to himself the goods of Monas- 
teries, 265—he puts Anne Boleyn to death in favour of Jane Seymour, 
263—he confirms the Doctrine of the Church with regard to Penance, 
269—the Eucharist and Images, 7b—and invocation of Saints and 
Ceremonies, 270—and Purgatory and Masses for the dead, 76.—by his 
own authority he pronounces on matters of Faith, 271—he contirms 
anew the Faith of the Church, 272—he marries Anne of Cleves; falls 
in love with Catherine Howard, and executes Cromwell, 7b.—he re- 
pudiates Anne of Cleves, 274—he marries Catherine Howard and puts 
her to death, 274, 275—he confirms again the Faith of the Church, 
275—he makes all Ecclesiastical power proceed from the Crown, 277 
—his vices the beginning of the English Reformation, 281—examen of 
his first marriage, and the frivolous pretexts with which he covered his 
passion, 283—he bribes some Catholic Doctors, ?235—what judgment 
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ought to be passed on the pretended consultation of the faculty of Paris 
eoneerning Henry's divorce, 286—testimony ofthe Civilian Charles du 
Moulin, 25, —in what manner he allows the people to read the Scrip- 
ture, 288—he will have the Church of every country regulate her Faith 
independently of all other Churches, 290—his death, 253, 294— a total 
change in England after his death, 20. 

Heretics. Why Heretics are forced to mimic the language of the Church, 
385. 

Herman, Archbishop of Cologne, calls the Protestants into his Diocese ; 
his extreme ignorance, 321. 

Heshusius, a Lutheran Minister, sadly abused by Calvin on the subject of 
the Eucharist, 378. 

Humility, apparent, of Luther, 32. 

Huss (John), inspires the people with a hatred of the Clergy, 22—his 
Doctrine is approved by Luther, 36— Vide Vol. II. 


Jane Seymour is beloved by Henry VIII., who marries her, 266—her 
death, 273. 

Jealousy of Luther against the Dominicans, 23, 124. 

Jena, Synod of Jena, where the Lutherans condemn the Zuinglians, 342. 
Illyricus (Flaccus), his jealousy, and his hidden designs against Melanc- 
thon, 329—he condemns Melancthon’s Doctrine about Free-will, 334. 
Images, pulled down by Carlostadius, 54—Luther’s opinion concerning 
Images, 72—Calumnies of the Protestants with respect to the honour 
we shew Images, ib., 129—-Luther praises God for that the Church of 
Rome' preserves the Images of the Crucifix, 132—the Doctrine of the 
Church concerning Images confirmed by Henry VIII., King of Eng- 
Jand, 269, 275—artifices employed to excite young Edward VI. against 

the Church's Doctrine with relation to Images, 305—Vide Vol. Il. 

Impanation, set up by some Lutherans, and rejected by Luther, 50. 

Imputation, imputed justice—Vide Justification. 

Indulgences, attacked by Luther, 23 —the Indulgence that Luther 
preached, 31. 

Interim (Book of the), made by order of Charles V., and why, 322—this 
Book never approved by the Church, 323—the last hand put to it ; the 
little suecess Jt was attended with, 324. 

Invocation. Calumny of the Lutherans concerning Invocation of Saints, 
Ue taenica of Saints confirmed by Henry VIII., 269, 275— Vide 

ol. II. 

Islebius, a Protestant present at the Conference of Ratisbon, 325. 

Julian. What Cardinal Julian writes to Eugenius IV. concerning the Re- 
formation of the Clergy's manners, 19. 

Julius II. gives to Henry VIII., King of England, a dispensation to marry 
the widow of his brother Arthur, 282—the dispensation of Julius II. 
attacked by reasons of fact and right, 283—the Protestants of Germany 
favourable to the dispensation of Julius IL, 284. 

Justification, by imputation, is the ground-work of Luther’s Reformation, 
23—no difficulty about Justification since what has been said concern- 
ing it in the Confession of Augsburg, 102—and that of Saxony, 335— 
calumnies fixed on Catholics about Justification, 103—Justification, 
Regeneration, Renovation, are all in substance the same Grace, 112— 
how Luther defines Justification or justifying Faith, 113—the uncer- 
tainty of Justification which Catholics own, hinders not the repose of 
conscience, 116—what is in Justification the true repose of conscience, 
and what certainty is there received, 117 — what is the Doctrine of 
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Justification according to the Catholic Church, /b.—error of Lutheran 
Justifieation, that one is assured of his Justifieation and not of his 
Conversion, 24, 112—the pernicious effects of this Doctrine, and how 
much it encourages negligence and laxity, 171, 196, 197 —another 
error, 121 — Osianders Doctrine on Justification, 326—to Luthers 
Justification Calvin adds the certainty of Salvation, 356—he teaches 
that Justification cannot be lost, 357— difficulty resulting from this 
Doctrine, 359— Vide Luther, vide Melancthon, vide Vol. IT. 


Koningsberg. The University of Koningsberg disturbed by the new Doc- 
trine of Osiander on Justification, 328—some Divines of Koningsberg 
oppose this Doctrine with great vigour, 338—they are astonished at the 
weakness of the Lutheran Party, 2b.—one of them perceiving the Pro- 
testant Churches quite void of authority is converted, 339. 


Landgrave of Hesse, takes up arms to maintain Luther's new Gospel, 
and owns he is in the wrong, 85—he strives in vain to reconcile both 
Parties of Protestants, 87—he makes a treaty with the people of Basil, 
Zurich, and Strasburg, 137—he sends Bucer to have an interview with 
Luther and Zuinglius, z5.—his scandalous incontinency, and what 
remedy the Reformation applied to it, 203—important Records of this 
matter printed by order of the Elector Charles Lewis Count Palatine, 
204—he asks of Luther and the other heads of the Party to grant him 
leave to marry a second wife, the first still living, 205—he promises to 
Luther the goods of Monasteries if they favour his petition, 206—if 
they refuse him, he purposes to have recourse to the Emperor, and even 
the Pope himself, 207—he obtains leave to marry another wife, 208— 
his second marriage is performed in secret, 210—the contract passed 
between the parties, 2b.—his answer to the young Duke of Brunswick 
relating to this marriage, 211—he obliges Luther to suppress the Ele- 
vation of the Blessed Sacrament in the Mass, 212—records appertain- 
ing to the Landgrave's seconde marriage, 231, &c.; he is defeated by 
the Emperor, 322. 

Latin. The Latin song preserved in the Lutheran Mass, 125. 

Leagues. Protestant leagues condemned at first by Luther and Melanc- 
thon, afterwards approved by both of them, 138, 139, 199, 321—odious 
to Melancthon and all honest men of the Party, 199—made with evil 
designs which create a horror in Melancthon, 200— ide War. 

Legislature (The) make themselves Pope in thenew Reformation, 174— 
Calvin condemns the Doctrine which makes the Church dependent on 
the Legislature, 25. 

Lent retained m England, 303. 

Leo X. causes Indulgences to be published, and Luther opposes them, 
30—he makes Luther’s writings be burnt, 37. 

Liturgy, reformed by Parliament in England, 300—all the remains of 
antiquity which were at first preserved in the English liturgy are 
defaced, 301. 

Louvain. Luther's passion against the Doctors of Louvain, 228. 

Luther, the false motives of his pretended Reformation, 20, &c.—he 
makes the Reformation depend on the destruction of the Papacy, 21— 
his character and qualities, 22—the ground-work of his Reformation ; 
what he means by his “imputed Justice and Justification by Faith," 23 
—what is by bim called special Faith, 24—according to liim, one is 
assured of his Justifieation without being assured of his Repentance, 
26—he maintains that all the sins of the just are mortal, ib, —the 
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diffieulty which this Doctrine labours under, 26—he blames security, 27 
—this Doctrine inexplicable 28—his answer by distinetion of two kinds 
of sins, 29—contradiction of his Doctrine on Justification, 7b.—sequel 
of Luther's contradictions, 76.—he spoke better at the beginning of the 
dispute, 30—his strange Doctrine about the War against the Turk, 31 
—his apparent humility and his submission to the Pope, 32—reasons 
he grounds this submission upon, 25.—his transports of passion, for 
which he asks pardon, 33—he offers silence to Leo X. and Charles V. 
ib.—he will not hear of recanting, 34—he is condemned by Leo X., 
and flies into horrible excesses, 35—his rage against the Pope and 
Princes that abet him, 7b.—out of spite he approves John Huss's 
Doctrine, 36—he makes the Deecretals be burnt, 37—the difficulty he 
had in rejecting the authority of the Chureh, and how he glories when 
he had compassed it, 25.— Luther's letter to the Bishops; his pre- 
tended extraordinary mission, 38—he presumes to make a Bishop, 39 
—his arguments against the Anabaptists who preached without mis- 
sion and miracles, 2b.—what sort of miracles he pretends to authorize 
his mission by, 41—what he writes to his Father upon his quitting the 
Monastery, 2b.—he acts the Prophet, and promises to destroy the Pope 
without suffermg arms to be employed, 42—his boasts, and the con- 
tempt he passes on all the Fathers, 44—he writes against Free-will, 20. 
—he blames eontineney though commanded by all the Fathers, 45— 
his buffooneries and extravaganees, ib.—seditions and violence are the 
first fruit of Luther's preaching, 46—his book “ of the Captivity of 
Babylon ;” his sentiments on the Eucharist, and the desire he has to 
undermine the Reality, 48—he attacks Transubstantiation, 49—his gross 
manner of explaining the Reality, 26.—his Variations upon Transub- 
stantiation; his unheard-of method of deciding in points of Faith, 50 
—he does not relish Impanation, 7b,—his impotent rage against 
Henry VII., 51—he is attacked by Carlostadius, 53—the origin of his 
contests with Carlostadius, b.—his pride; he upbraids Carlostadius 
that he acts without mission, 54— Luther's sermon wherein he threatens 
to recant and set up the Mass again ; his extravagance in boasting his 
power, 2b.—he decides out of spite in the most important matters, 55 
—how war was declared betwixt him and  Carlostadius, ?5.—his Book 
of Christian Liberty spirits the people up to rebellion, 56—he is sent 
to Orlemond to pacify the people tumultuated by Carlostadius, 57—at 
his entry into it he is pelted with stones, 72b.—drinking with Carlostadius 
at an inn, he bids him defiance to write against him, i5. —the share he 
had in the revolt of the Peasants of Germany, :5.—he marries a Nun, 
58—great diminution of his authority, 60—his dispute with Erasmus 
about Free-will, 61—his blasphemies in his treatise of Will enslaved, 7d. 
—he makes God the author of all crimes, 62—new transports of pas- 
sion against Henry VIII., 2b.—he brags of his pride, 63—he does not 
spare Zuinglius upon what he had said of the Salvation of Heathens, 
64—he writes against the Saeramentarians, and treats Zuinglius worse 
than all the rest, 72—the words of a famous Lutheran upon Luther’s 
jealousy against Zuinglius, 73—Luther’s strong arguments for the Real 
Presence, and then his boasting of them, ?5.—what he answered to 
this objection of the Sacramentarians, ** the flesh profiteth nothing," 74 
—he refutes their other objections, 75—he will have neither peace nor 
union with them, 72b.—the Zuinglians prove to him that the Catholics 
understand the literal sense better than he, 76—how Luther overthrew 
his own Doctrine about Consubstantiation without thinking of it, 25.— 
he did not understand the force of these words, “ This is my Body," 78 
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—the Sacramentarians prove to him that he admits a kind of figure, 
79—Luther affrighted at these disputes, 83—he teaches Ubiquity, 25. 
—he declares anew that it matters little whether the Substance of 
Bread be admitted, or taken away, 84—he abuses George, Duke of 
Saxony, after a vile manner, 86—he is present at the Conference of 
Marpurg, and the only man that speaks of his whole Party, 87—he 
will not there unite himself to the Zuinglians, 88—his Doctrine about 
Free-will retracted in the Confession of Augsburg, 102—how he defines 
justifying Faith, 113—he rejects the Epistle of St. James, 123—he 
admits St. Bernard, St. Francis, St. Bonaventure into the list of 
Saints; his odd doubt of the Salvation of St. Thomas of Aquine, 124— 
he confesses the true Church in the Romish Communion, 131—his 
picture at the beginning of his works represents him on his knees be- 
fore a Crucifix, 132—what he says in excuse for the whole Church 
with relation to Communion under one kind, 133—he warrants the 
Protestants’ resolution of taking up arms, 137—he calls the Sacramen- 
tarians **a double-tongued faction," 142—the Zuinglians complain of his 
insolence and inhumanity, and at the same time call him a great servant 
of God, 147—his Conference with the Devil, 148—he is deceived by 
Bucer, 153—his opinion concerning the durable Presence of the Body of 
Jesus Christ in the Eucharist, 156—he celebrates the Supper together 
with the Sacramentarians in token of peace, 157—he makes a new de- 
claration of this Faith in the Smalcaldic articles, 163—he explains the 
words of the institution after a new manner, 164—he cannot evade the 
equivocations of the Sacramentarians, who elude everything, 165—his 
fury against the Pope in the Articles of Smalcald, 166 —he receives his 
mission from the Prince to make his Ecclesiastical visitation, 174—his 
insupportable tyranny, 179—Calvin grieves at it in vain, 180—he allows 
the Landgrave to have two wives at once, 204, &c.—his dogmatical 
advice on Polygamy, 208—his answer upon the second marriage of the 
Landgrave, and his scandalous sermon about marriage, 211, 212—he 
suppresses the Elevation of the Holy Sacrament in the Mass, 212—yet 
without disapproving of it, 220, 224—his old jealousy against Zuinglius 
and his disciples is awakened, 214—he will not suffer the Sacramen- 
tarians to be prayed for, and believes them inevitably damned, 
215—he has always the Devil in his mouth; his scandalous Prayer, in 
which he says he has never offended the Devil, 216, &c.—his blind 
hatred to the Oblation and Canon of the Mass, 218—he retains the 
Real and permanent Presence subsisting out of the use of the Sacra- 
ment, 220—remarkable letters of Luther in behalf of the permanent 
Presence, 223, &c.—his Doctrine about the Eucharist changed imme- 
diately after his death by the Divines of Wittemberg, 226—towards the 
end of his days he is more furious than ever; his passion against the 
Doctors of Louvain, 228—his last sentiments concerning the Zuing- 
lians, ?5.—his death, 229—a new piece produced by Mr. Burnet, about 
Luther's sentiment touching a reconciliation with the Zumglians, ?5.— 
Luther's consultation about Polygamy, 208, &e.— Luther's Theses. to 
stir up the Lutherans to risein arms, 321— what he says of the Pope, 
whom he compares to a mad wolf, 76.—the difference between Luther 
and Calvin, 388— Luther less bitter than Calvin, 389. 

Lutherans (the) take up arms under the conduct of the Landgrave, 85— 
they unite under the name of Protestants, 87—what they say in the 
book of Concord about the tenth Article of the Augsburg Confession, 
92—the Lutherans’ shifts in defence of their Variations, 95—in their 
Doctrine, the Sacraments operate ex opere operato, 104—they believe 
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Infant Baptism necessary to Salvation, 114—their Variations in what 
they have retrenched from the Confession of Augsburg, 108—the Lu- 
therans agree that Justification, Regeneration, and Sanctification, are 
confounded by Luther and Melancthon, 112—according to the Lutheran 
principles, the uncertainty of Justifieation acknowledged by Catholics 
ought to cause no trouble of conscience, 116—they acknowledge the 
Sacrament of Penance and Sacramental Absolution, 121—what they 
say of the Mass in the Augsburg Confession and Apology, 124—they 
cut off the Oblation of the proposed gifts, 125—what they have in- 
vented in order to render this Oblation odious, 126—what they say of 
Prayer for the Dead, and Aerius who rejected it, 127—their calumnies 
about invocating Saints, and concerning Images, 129—they dare not 
reject the authority of the Church of Rome, 130—the body of the Lu- 
therans submit themselves to the general Council called by the Pope, 
134—-Melancthon's description of the Lutheran Churches, 182—the 
Lutherans are favourable to the dispensation of Julius II. and to 
the first marriage of Henry VIII, 284—their odd decision in this mat- 
ter, 285—their dispute relating to Ceremonies, 7).—their Doctrine about 
Free-will self-contradictory, 334—their division in the Assembly at 
Worms, 336—they all with one voice condemn the necessity of good 
works for Salvation, 337—their divisions break forth, 76—at Frank- 
fort they make a new formulary to explieate the Eucharist, 339—they 
condemn the Zuinglians at the Synod of Jena, 342—they meet at 
Naumburg, in order to agree about the Confession of Augsburg, 343— 
they set up Ubiquity, 345—their design in setting up Ubiquity, 346— 
two remarkable decisions of the Lutherans on the co-operation of Free- 
will, 76.—the perplexity and contradiction of the Lutheran Doctrine, 
347—how they answer to the objections of Libertines, and to the diffi- 
culties of weak Christians, upon the co-operation of Free-will, 349— 
their resolution is clearly Demi-Pelagian ; a proof of the Demi-Pelagian- 
ism of the Lutherans, 351—the Lutherans seurrilously used by Calvin, 
390—Vide Vol. TI. 


Manners. No reformation of Manners in the Protestant Churches, 177, 
200—Vide Reformation. 

Marpurg. Conference of Marpurg, what passed at it, 87. 

Marriage. Those of the Augsburg Confession acknowledge in marriage 
a divine institution and promises, 123—Luther's marriage, 58—Carlos- 
tadius's marriage, 7.—Cicolampadius’s marriage,69—Bucer's marriage, 
90—Erasmus’s sentiments on these scandalous marriages, 69 —Luther’s 
scandalous sermon upon marriage, 211, 212—Thomas Cranmer’s marri- 
age, 258—the Landgrave's second marriage— Vide Landgrave of Hesse. 

Mary, daughter of Henry VIII.; they rebel against her in England, 309 
—she restores Catholic religion and makes Cranmer be condemned, 76. 

Mass. Low Masses abolished by Carlostadius, 54—Luther threatens 
his Disciples with re-establishing the Mass, 7.—the Mass abolished 
at Zurich, 71—the Lutheran Mass, 124—Mass without communicants, 
128—in what sense it is believed by Catholics that the Mass is pro- 
fitable to the whole world, 127—WLuther's treatise for abolishing the 
Mass, 131—in what sense we offer in the Mass for the Redemption of 
mankind, 219—the whole Mass is included in the sole Real Presence, 
ib., 226, 227—what Melancthon does in order to destroy the Mass, 220 
—Mass for the Dead retained in England by Henry VHI., 270—Mass 
abrogated in England under Edward VI., 301—the Gallican Mass and 
the rest are in substance the same with that of Rome, 302—the Prayer 
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begging the change of Bread into the Body, 301, &¢.—what is the 
sense of this Prayer, ¢6.—retained and afterwards taken, away under 
Edward VI., ib.—Canon of the Mass; what it is that Luther blames 
therein, 218— Vide Oblation. 

Mediation of Jesus Christ always necessary, 111. 

Melancthon looks on Luther as an extraordinary man, 44—he owns that 
Luther had allowed Transubstantiation to certain Churches in Italy, 
51—what he says of Carlostadius, 53—what he writes to Camerarius 
concerning Luther's marriage, 59—his anxiety on Luther's account, 60 
—he bewails the passionate transports of Luther, 61—in regard to the 
Doctrine of Free-will he is more moderate than Luther, 62—he laments 
the eondition which the world was brought to by the disputes about the 
Eucharist, 833—he is scandalized at Luther's Doctrine relating to the 
Eucharist, 84—the quandary he is in how to excuse the Landgrave who 
had taken up arms to maintain Luther's Reformation, 86—he is pre- 
sent at the Conference of Marpurg, 87—he draws up the Confession of 
Augsburg, 90—he makes the Apology of it, 91—how he there tran- 
scribes the Tenth Article of the Augsburg Confession relating to the 
Supper, 76.—he is careful to express in the Apology the literal sense of 
the words of Institution, 92—he knows not his own meaning, when in 
the Apology he denies that good works merit life everlasting, 107—re- 
markable words of Melancthon on the alterations he has a mind should 
be made in the Confession of Augsburg, 135—his trouble about the 
new designs of war, which were approved by Luther, 138—he wavers 
on this head; what he writes to Camerarius concerning it, 139—what 
he says of the Sacramentarians’ Doctrine about the Eucharist, 142— 
his notion of equivocations in matters of Faith, 155—he begins to doubt 
of Luther's Doctrine; his unskilfulness in divinity, 160—Ratramnus's 
book puzzles him, 161—he wishes for a new decision about the Eucha- 
rist, 163—he is for owning the Pope's authority, 166—how he was 
drawn over to Luther, 168—how he excuses Luther's passion, 170— 
the beginning of his perplexities, 171—how he owns that Luther's great 
success was owing to bad principles, ?0.—he foresees the disorders 
that would result from the contempt of Episcopal Authority, 172—he 
complains that discipline was quite ruined among the Lutheran 
Churches, 76.—he bewails the licentiousness of the Party who decided 
points of Religion at table, 176—tyrannized over by Luther; he thinks 
of retiring, 180—he is put to a plunge; his whole life long he is in 
search after his religion, 181, 183—what tenets he looked upon ill-ex- 
plained, 185—at the very time he thinks of reforming the Confession of 
Augsburg he declares he stands by it, 186—his sentiments about the 
necessity of owning the Pope and Bishops, 188—at the Assembly of 
Smalcald he is of opinion that the Council called by the Pope should 
be acknowledged, 159—reasons for the restriction he made to his sub- 
scription of the articles of Smalcald, 191—Melancthon’s remarkable 
words concerning the authority of the Church, 192—he cannot divest 
himself of the opinion of imputed justice whatever grace God bestows 
to reclaim him; two truths by him confessed, ib.—he foresees the 
dreadful consequences of the subversion of Church Authority, 195— 
the grounds of his errors ; he alleges the promises made to the Church, 
and does not sufficiently trust iu them, 197—he writes to Camerarius 
that the Protestant Princes and Doctors are equally insupportable, 199— 
the prodigies, the prophecies, and the horoscopes which atfright him, 200 
—his Dogmatical advice concerning Polygamy, 208—he labours to ren- 
derthe Real Presence momentaneous, and to place it solely in the actual 
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use thereof, 217—no other means does he find of destroying the Mass 
than by denying the permanent Presence ; his reasons, 220— his dis- 
sembling with Luther on this subject, 223—he is present at the Con- 
ference of Ratisbon, 323—his opinion concerning Osiander, 327—he 
is against rejecting Ceremonies, 328 —he strives to undermine Luther's 
doctrine about the Real Presence, 329—he draws up the Saxonic 
Confession of Faith, ?5.—he there explains the article of the Eucharist 
differently from that of Augsburg, 330—he changes his opinion con- 
cerning the Will of God, with respect to sin, 332—his Doctrine on the 
co-operation of Free-will, 76.—his Doctrine on Free-will condemned by 
his Brethren, 333—he owns the distinetion between venial and mortal 
sins, 335—he complains of the Decisions which the Doctors of the 
Party made against him at their drinking bouts, 336—he declares, with 
the rest of the Lutherans, that good works are not necessary for Salva- 
tion, 337—the question of Ubiquity makes him incline towards the 
Sacramentarians, 339—whether Melancthon was a Calvinist with 
respect to the Eucharist, 340 — Melanethon's deplorable condition, and 
his death, 342. 

Merit. The Church traduced by the Lutherans upon the merit of good 
works, 105—the merit of good works asserted in the Confession of 
Augsburg and Apology, 106—there is something in life everlasting, 
which falls not under merit, 108—merit of Condignity, 110—merit of 
Congruity, 726.—how the merits of Jesus Christ are ours, and how 
imputed to us, 112—of merit according to Bueer, 118—the merits of 
Saints are profitable to us by Bucer's Confession, 119—the merit of 
good works retained by the English under Henry VIIL, 275—and 
owned in the Confession of Wirtemberg, 336—in 1557 received by the 
Calvinists of France, 395—Vide Vol. II. 

Miracle, Luther requires of the Anabaptists that they should warrant 
their pretended mission by Miracles, 39—the miracles Luther boasts 
of, 41—the Zuinglians will not bear the mention of any miracle in the 
Eucharist, 158—Calvin confesses a miraculous presence of the Body 
of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist, 370—he shitts off the miracle which 
he admits in the Supper, 377—what is the miracle of the Eucharist 
according to the Fathers, 7.—the Calvinists were more sensible of the 
necessity of admitting a miracle in the Eucharist than they did in fact 
admit one, 378, 

Mission. Luther pretends his mission was extraordinary, 38—he con- 
fesses the necessity of mission, 40, 54—he receives his mission from 
the Prince, in order to make his Ecclesiastical visitation, 174. 

Monastery. Pillaging of Monasteries under Henry VIIL, 265. 

Monks. Monks reckoned among the Saints in the Apology of the Augs- 
burg Confession, 113. = 

Montluc, Bishop of Valence; what Mr. Burnet says of him, 256—he is 
present at the Conference of Poissy, 396—he endeavours to find out 
some ambiguous formulary for the Supper, 399—his empty discourses 
on the Reformation of manners, 436—his private marriage, 7b. 

More, Thomas, Lord Chaneellor of England, is condemned to death for 
not owning the King supreme head of the Chureh, 262. 

Muncer, Father of the Anabaptists, preaches without mission, 40— 
Luther condemned him on this head only, čb. 

Mystery. Equivocations of the Saeramentarians on this word, 145—all 
the mysteries of Jesus Christ are signs in some respects, 146. 


Naumburz, assembly of the Lutherans at, and what passed there, 343. 
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Oblation of the Eucharist cut off from the Lutheran Mass, 125—what 
was invented in order to render this Oblation odious, 126—how the 
Oblation of the Eucharist is profitable to the whole world, 127—it is a 
necessary consequence from the Real Presence; the Lutherans them- 
selves own as much, 219, 220, 226—it is suppressed in England under 
Edward VI., upon a false pretence, 301, 305— Vide Mass. 

Gicolampadius takes up the defence of Carlostadius, 63—his character, 
68—what; Erasmus says of his marriage, and the rest of his beha- 
viour, 69—he writes agamst the Real Presence, ?b.—his death, 141— 
he had admonished Bucer, that there was nothing but triek in liis 
equivocations, 147. 

Operation, ex opere operato, ill-understood by Protestants, 111, 127, 128 
—it is admitted by them, 104. 

Ordination of Pastors still preserved in the Chureh of Rome by Luther's 
own Confession, 132—ordination of Bishops and Priests regulated by 
the Parliament in England, 296. 

Origin of the contests between Luther and Carlostadius, 53. 

Orlemonde, a town in Thuringia, where Carlostadius takes shelter, 55— 
he there raises great disturbances, and drinking with Luther, declares 
war against him, 57. 

Ornaments preserved in the Lutheran Mass, 125—and in England, 303. 

Osiander renews the Doctrine of impanation, 50—he is present at the 
Conference of Marpurg, 87—his sister marries Thomas Cranmer, 258 
—Osiander's character and his Doctrine about Justification, 326—the 
profane spirit of Osiander observed by Calvin, 327—the notions that 
Protestants had of Osiander, 7b.—he keeps within no bounds, 328— 
his Doctrine on Justification is spared at the Conference of Worms, 
337—his triumph in Prussia, 338. 


Paris. The pretended consultation of the Paris faculty of Divinity con- 
cerning the divorce of Henry VIII., 286. 

Paschasius Radbertus, 162. 

Peasants rebel in Germany, instigated by Luther's Doctrine, 57, 139. 

Penance. The Lutherans acknowledge the Sacrament of Penance and 
Sacramental Absolution, 121—Henry VIII. confirms the Church's 
Faith of the Sacrament of Penance, 275. à 

Peter D'Ailly. The sentiments of Cardinal Peter D'Ailly, Bishop of 
Cambray, on the Reformation of the Church, 19 aud 21. 

Peter Martyr is called into England to begin the Reformation there. 
His Doctrine on the Eucharist, 299—his opinion of the equivocations 
of the rest of the Ministers, 401. 

Piercy, Lord, Anne Boleyn falsely declares that she was married to him 
before she was wedded to Henry VII., 266—what the engagement 
which Lord Pierey had with Anne Boleyn, 26. 

Pistorius, a famous Protestant, present with Bucer and Melancthon at 
the Conference of Ratisbon, 323. 

Poissy, Conference of Poissy, 396—how undertaken, 76.—matters 
handled in this Conference, and its opening, 397—all there in commo- 
tion at what Beza advanced against the Real Presence, 38. 

Polygamy, warranted by Luther and the other heads of the party, 208 — 
the Landgrave's instruction, aud the dogmatical advice of Luther and 
the other heads of the Party upon polygamy, 25. 211, 231. 

» Pope. Luther's submission to the Pope, 32—Luther's passionate tran- 
sports against the Pope, 166—Melanethon is for owning the Pope's 
authority, 166, &c. 189—the evils that resulted from rejecting it, 172 
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—owned by Capito, 173—the Pope's Supremacy rejected in England 
on false principles, 293— Vide Vol. II. 

Prayer, Bucer undertakes the defence of the Church's prayers, 119— 
prayer and oblation for the dead, what is said of them by the Luthe- 
rans, 126—the calumnies on the prayers we address to Saints, 129— 
Luthers scandalous prayer, in which he says he had never offended the 
Devil, 216—prayer for the dead confirmed by Henry VIII., 270, 275— 
retained for a while, and then abrogated under Edward VI., 302—pub- 
lic prayers reformed in England by the Parliament, 300—prayers for 
the dead receivéd in the Confession of Augsburg, and by the Calvinists 
in 1557, 395, 

Presence of the body of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist, on what grounded, 
53, 71, 84—inseparable from Transubstantiation, 77, 78—it raises horror 
in Zuinglius, 99—whether it be gross and carnal, 100, 144, 145, 161— 
Real Presence the foundation of spiritual union, 97—if the Presence 
of the body be no more than spiritual, the words of the institution are 
in vain, 144—they have a difficnity in rejecting the Real Presence, 97— 
how spiritual, 143—whether a local presence of the body of Jesus 
Christ in the Eucharist ought to be admitted, 144—whether the pre- 
sence of the body of Jesus Christ be durable in the Eucharist, 156— 
the real permanent presence, and subsisting when not in use, retained 
by Luther, 7b, 220, 222—the Real Presence owned in the Greek Church 
by Mr. Burnet's Confession, 300—the Real Presence believed by the 
English in 1548, 304—absolutely rejected, 301, 305—the liberty of believ- 
ing it afterwards allowed, 305— Calvin admits a-presence of the body of 
Jesus Christ in the Eucharist that is ineffable and miraeulous, 372— 
he admits a presence that is proper and peculiar to the Supper, 373— 
he eludes the miracle of this presence after having confessed it, 377—a 
passage of Calvin for a Real Presence independent of Faith, 386— Vide 
Eucharist, Reality, Transubstantiation— Vide Vol. If. 

Preservative. How Calvin's doctrine is explained in the book called “ The 
Preservative,” 383. 

Pride of Calvin, 388. 

Primacy of the Pope—Vide Pope. 

Protestants, All Protestants look on Luther as their head, 22—whence 
came the name of Protestants, 87—their confederacy after the Diet of 
Augsburg, 137—they despise the authority of Bishops and ecclesiasti- 
cal discipline, 172—their Reformation whereon grounded according to 
Melanethon, 7/.—no Reformation of manners among Protestants, 177 
—the Protestants of Germany favourable to the dispensation of Ju- 
lius II., and to the first marriage of Henry VII., 284—remarks on the 
conformity of the sentiments of Protestants with the sentence of 
Clement VII., 285 —the Protestants of Germany vanquished by 
Charles V., 322—what opinion Protestants had of the Calvinists, 387— 
the Holy Fathers force respect from Protestants, though against their 
will, 391. 

Prussia set allin commotion by Osiander, 325—this country turns Lu- 
theran, 326, 328. 

Pstugius, Bishop of Naumburg, present at the Conference of Ratisbon, 
323—he puts the finishing stroke to the book of the Interim, 76.—he 
presides in the Conference of Worms, 336. 

Purgatory. The Church's doctrine on Purgatory confirmed by Henry 
VIII., 270, ?75—retained for a while, then abolished under Edward 
ABE, 320. 

Puritans. What James I., King of England, said of the Puritans, 387. 
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Ratisbon. Conference of Ratisbon in 1541, and what passed at it, 323— 
another Conference of Ratisbon in 1549, and what passed at it, 324. 
Ratramnus. Ratramnus’s Book puzzles Melanethon, 161—what the 

dispute in Ratramnus’s time, 162. 

Reality. Luther had at the beginning a great mind to subvert the reality, 
from a very strange motive, 49—the reality attacked by Carlostadius, 
53, 56—impugned by Zuinglius, 67—strongly defended by Luther, 73— 
Melanethon labours to placethe reality during the time of the sole use 
of the Sacrament, 217—Calvin makes vain efforts to keep up the idea 
of reality, 382—he cannot satisfy the notion of reality impressed by our 
Lord's institution, 7b.—the reality well expressed by the Prelates assem- 
bled at Poissy, 402— Vide Eucharist, Real Presence, vide Vol. II. 

Reformation of the Church desired more than an age ago, 18—the Re- 
formation that was desired touched only discipline, and not faith, 20— 
two ways of desiring the Reformation of the Church, 21—the Reforma- 
tion of Protestants established by seditions and wars, 46—the Reform 
makes two separate bodies in Germany by different Confessions of 
Faith, 90—it is resolved in the new Reformation to take to arms, 137 
—no Reformation of manners in the Protestant Church, 177, 199, 214, 
343—the causes of its progress, 171—no authority in the Reformation 
to terminate their disputes, 327, 331, 339, 343—Reformation in Eng- 
land, vide England: whether the progress of the Reformation be due to 
the reading of Scripture, and how, 288—foundation of the Reform 
laid on the ruins of ecclesiastical authority, 295—the Reformation 
under Edward began in England by Peter Martyr and Bernardin 
Ochin, 299—all order subverted in the English Reformation, 304— 
whether any advantage can be drawn from the sudden progress of pre- 
tended Reformation, 306—the Reformation goes from one excess to 
another, 334, 354—vain discourses of the Bishop of Valence on the 
Reformation of manners, 403— Vide Vol. II. 

Reformers, or the heads of the Reformation, careful to secure them- 
selves : Cranmer the only one among them that dies for this cause, 325. 

Remission of sins— Vide Sin. 

Rome, The Church of Rome praised and respected by Luther, 32. 


Sacrament. Inthe Lutheran doctrine the Sacraments operate ex opere 
operato, 104—what the Lutherans think of the seven Sacraments, 122 
—equivocation of the Saeramentarians on the word Sacrament, 145 
—the seven Sacraments retained by the English under Henry VIII., 
2I 

Sacramentarians. The beginning of the Sacramentarian war among the 
new reformed, 53-—progress of the Sacramentarian doctrine, 69—the 
Sacramentarian party form themselves, Zb.—the Sacramenturians 
proveto Luther that he admitted a kind of figure, 79—the Sacramen- 
tarian dispute undermines the ground-work of the Reformation, 85— 
Calvin owns it, 20.—the Sacramentarians offer to subscribe the Con- 
fession of Augsburg excepting the Supper-article, 90—they are not 
more steady in explaining their Faith than the Lutherans, 95—their 
equivocating on the Eucharist, 143—they make words signify just what 
they please, and inure themselves to strain all kind of language, 67, 
141, 147, 157, 162, 165—in token of peace they celebrate the Supper 
with Luther, 157—Luther's wrath again enkindles against them, 214— 
Luther will not have the Sacramentarians any longer prayed for, and 
believes them irrevocably damned, 215. 

Sacrifice, Luther's doctrine imports a Sacrifice, 226 — Vide Mass, Vol. TI. 
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Salvation. Certainty of salvation taught by Calvin, 356. 

Satisfaction. Satisfactory works owned in the Apology for the Augsburg 
Confession, 113. 

Saxony. The Saxonic Confession of Faith, why made, and by what author, 
329—how the Eucharistic article is there explained, 330—other alter- 
ations made in this Confession, on the will of God touching sin, and 
the co-operation of free-will, 26.—a considerable article in the Saxonic 
Confession relating to the distinetion of mortal and venial sins, 335. 

Seripture. Luther boasts of understanding the Scripture better than ever 
any man had done, 72—Luther owns that the Scripture is miraculously 
preserved in the Church of Rome, 131—in what sense Henry VIII. 
permits the people to read Scripture, 288—whether the progress 
of the Reformation be owing to reading of the Scripture, and how, 7b. 
—how they impose on men by Scripture ill-interpreted, 289— what the 
Holy Fathers have said of the manner of understanding Seripture, 
291— Vide Vol. II. 

Seditions. 'Yhe first fruits of Luther's preaching, 46. 

Semi-Pelagianism, favoured in the Confession of Augsburg, 103—and 
by k oc 332—taught by the rest of the Lutherans, 351—Vide 
Vol. II. 

Sign. How the Eucharist is a sign, 145—all the mysteries of Jesus Christ 
are signs in certain respects, 146—Calvin is not content with receiving 
a sign in the Supper, 363. 

Sin. Errors ofthe Zuinglians on original sin, 65—the forgiveness of sins 
purely gratuitous, according to the Council of Trent, 105 —enumeration 
of sins retained in confession by the Lutherans, 122 —forgiveness of 
sins conserved in the Church of Rome by Luther's Confession, 131—a 
considerable article in the Confession of Saxony on mortal and venial 
sins, 335. 

Smalcald. 'The Lutherans labour to form the Smalealdie Confederacy, 
138—the Assembly of Smalcald occasioned by the Council called by 
Paul III., 164— Luther flies out against the Pope in the Articles of 
Smalcald, 166—in the Assembly of Smalcald, Melancthon is of opi- 
nion that they should own the Council summoned by the Pope, 191. 

Somerset (Duke of) begins the Reformation in England, 299—whether 
this Duke had anything of shew of a Retormer, 307. 

Song. Latin Song retained in the Lutheran Mass, 125. 

Staphilus, Professor of Divinity at Koningsberg, 338—his remarkable 
conversion, 339. 

Strasburg. The Strasburg Confession of Faith, or of the four cities, 90— 
equivocal terms of this Confession on the Article of the Supper, 94— 
the Confession of Strasburg explains Justification in the same manner 
as the Church of Rome, 117—they at the same time receive at Stras- 
burg two contrary Confessions of Faith, 325—Vide Vol. 11. 

Substance. Why this word is employed in the Eucharist, 100—Vide 
Vol. II. 

Swiss (The), are incensed against Luther, 149. 


Theses (The) of Luther, to excite the Lutherans to take up arms, 321. 

Thomas Aquinas. Luther's odd doubt of the salvation of this Saint, 124. 

Thomas (St.), of Canterbury, razed out of the list of Saints by the 
English, 318—the behaviour of this Saint quite different from that 
of Thomas Cranmer, tb. 

Thomas Cranmer—Vide Cranmer. 

Thomas Cromwell—Vide Cromwell, 
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Thomas More—Vide More. = 

Thomas Muncer—Vide Muncer. 

Tournon (Cardinal of), Archbishop of Lyons, presides in the Conference 
of Poissy, 397. 

Transubstantiation attacked by Luther, 49—Variation of Luther on 
Transubstantiation, 7b. 84—it follows from his expressions, 50, 165— 
and from that of Melancthon in the Apology, 220— Transubstantiation 
destroys not the Sacrament, 80—why the name of bread retained, 81 
—why the Church makes use of the word Transubstantiation, 101— 
Transubstantiation,according to the Zuinglians,is established by Luther's 
doctrine, 76— and according to the Divines of Leipsic and Wittemberg, 
224—the doctrine of Transubstantiation confirmed by Henry VIII., 
275—and abolished under Edward VI., 305— Vide Vol. II. 

Turk. Luther's strange doctrine about war against the Turk, 31. 


Ubiquity, taught by Luther, 83—maintained by Illyrieus and his friends, 
339—the question of Ubiquity eauses Melanethon to incline towards 
the Sacramentarians, 339—U biquity, after Melancthou's death, esta- 
blished throughout almost all Lutheranism, 342—Ubiquity rejected by 
the Calvinists, 345—Vide Vol. II. 

Unworthy. The Communion of the unworthy how real according to Cal- 
vin, 373—how the unworthy receive the body of Jesus Christ without 
receiving the spirit of it, 377. 


Variations of Luther on Transubstantiation, 50,84—Variation of the tenth 
Article of the Augsburg Confession, 91—the Lutherans' evasion with 
respect to these Variations, 95—their Variations in what they have 
lopped from the Confession of Augsburg, 108—Variation of the Sa- 
cramentarians how astonishing, 96—Veriations in the Acts of the Cal- 
vinists, 392— Vide all the other titles, vide Vol. II. 


War. Luther and the Lutherans confess that it is not lawful for them to 
make war, 42, 56, 57, 137, 198—they recant, 35, 85, 137, 199, 321 — Vide 
League, vide Vol. II. 

IVestphalus, a famous Lutheran, teaches Ubiquity, 339. 

Wirtemberg. The Confession of Faith of Wirtemberg, why made, and by 
what authors, 329—the Article of the Eucharist is there otherwise 
couched than in that of Augsburg, 331—the merit of good works is 
there eonfessed, 335. 

Wittemberg. Agreement of Wittemberg, and its six Articles, 152—issue 
of this agreement, 156—the Divines of Wittemberg own that there is 
no avoiding the Sacrifice, Transubstantiation, and Adoration, otherwise 
than by changing Luther's doctrine, 224—the Divines of Wittemberg 
change Luther's doctrine immediately after his death, 226—the Luther- 
ans unable to answer the arguments of the Divines of. Wittemberg, 7d. 
—the Divines of Wittemberg come back to Luther's sentiments, and 
why, 227, 

Works. Satisfactory works owned in the Apology of the Augsburg Con- 
fession, 113—the merit of good works, vide Merit.—The necessity of 
good works, in order to salvation, condemned by the Lutherans, 337. 

Worms. The Conferences of Worms, in order to reconcile both religions, 
336—Assembly at Worms in 1557, whither the Reformed Churches of 
France and Geneva send Beza and Farel, 393. 


Zuinglius, his character and doctrine on the salvation of Heathens, 63, 64 
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—his errors on original sin, 65—his errors on baptism, 67—he forces 
the Scripture in everything, 74.—his contempt of antiquity, ib.—he 
writes against the Real Presence, 70—he takes from the Eucharist all 
that raises it above the senses, 7b.—a Spirit appears to him, and sug- 
gests that text to him where the sign of the Institution received imme- 
diately the name of the thing, 71—why Zuinghus is worse handled by 
Luther than the rest of the Sacramentarians, 72—Zuinghius preaches 
the Reformation in Switzerland, 73— he is present at the Conference of 
Marpurg, where he confers with Luther, 87—he sends his Confession 
of Faith to the Emperor, 89, 90—his Confession of Faith free from equi- 
vocations, 99—what a presence of the body of Jesus Christ he acknow- 
ledges in the Supper, 7.—Zuinglius’s death in battle, 141. 

Zuinglians prove to Luther that the Catholics understand the literal 
sense better than he, 77—a whole synod of Zuinglians in Poland assert 
the same truth, 78—they prove to Luther that he admits a kind of 
figurative sense, 79—they will not hear a miracle or omnipotence 
spoken of in the Eucharist, 158—they reprove Luther for having 
always the Devil in his mouth, and call him madman, 216— Luther's 
last sentiments concerning the Zuinghans, 228—Zuinglianism gains 
ground in England, 299—the Zuinglians are condemned by the 
Lutherans, 342—their scoffs at the Confession of Augsburg, 344. 

Zurich. The Mass abolished at Zurich, 71—those of Zurich laugh at 
Bucer's equivocations, 157—Calvin makes an agreement with those of 
Zurich, 361. 
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